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Anticipatory Briefing Note – 05 January 2016 
Ethiopia 
Drought and food insecurity 
 
Need for international 
assistance 

Not required Low Moderate Significant Major 

   X  
 Very low Low Moderate Significant Major 
Expected impact    X  

 

Crisis overview 
Since June 2015, Ethiopia has been affected by the worst drought in the last 30–50 years, 
with over 10.2 million people in need of food assistance as of December 2015, compared 
to 2.9 million in the beginning of 2015. In 2016, the number of people in need is expected 
to reach over 15 million. Most of the regions of Amhara, Oromia, and SNNPR are reported 
to be in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) food insecurity. In the most affected areas, over 75% of 
meher cropping production has been lost, one million livestock have died, and over 1.7 
million are reportedly at risk due to bad body conditions. Meher cropping represents 90% 
of the country’s total grain production, which accounts for 80% of Ethiopian agriculture. 

Food security projections for Ethiopia, October 2015-March 2016   

 
 
Source: FEWSNET 12/2015 

 

Key findings 

Anticipated 
scope and 
scale 

 

El Niño is expected to last at least until June 2016, exacerbating 
the food insecurity caused by the incoming lean season. Over 15 
million people are expected to be in need of humanitarian 
assistance throughout 2016, with poor households in East and 
West Hararghe, Oromia region, in in Emergency food insecurity 
(IPC Phase 4) and projected to remain in such situation up to 
March 2016. 

Priorities for 
humanitarian 
intervention 

Food is a priority with 10.2 million in need of humanitarian 
assistance at the end of 2015, compared to 2.9 million at the 
beginning of 2015. Projections indicate that the number of people 
in need of assistance might reach over 15 million in 2016. 

Nutrition support is also increasingly necessary as forecasts 
indicate an SAM-treatment target for 2016 of 435,000, compared 
to 350,000 in 2015.  

WASH interventions, in terms of restoration of non-functioning 
water sources, water treatment, and purification of wells and 
ponds are also primary needs given the severe impact of the 
drought over the food harvesting and pastoral activities. 

Humanitarian 
constraints 

 

Main constraints caused by the lack of adequate transportation 
and water infrastructure. In some areas the deterioration of the 
security situation, and increasing terrorism concerns, might also 
hinder the access to the affected populations. 

 

 
Limitations  

Quantitative information about IPC Phases in the most affected regions is lacking. Numbers of 
refugees in the country very according different agencies and organisations. 

 

 

http://www.fews.net/east-africa/ethiopia
http://www.acaps.org/
http://www.start-network.org/
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Crisis impact 
Since June 2015, Ethiopia is currently facing the worst drought in 30 or even 50 years 
according to different sources (NPR 01/01/2016; IBI Times 09/12/2015; FEWSNET 31/12/2015; All 
Africa 15/08/2015). The failure of belg rains between March and May, and kiremt rains 
between June and September, together with other effects of El Niño, have worsened the 
food insecurity situation (IFRC 04/01/2016). See calendar at the end of this report for more 
information on seasonal patterns. 

Over 8 million people are suffering from food insecurity and over 10.2 million are in need 
of humanitarian assistance as of 23 December 2015, compared to 2.9 million in 
February. Projections indicate that the number is likely to rise to around 15 million in 
2016, as El Niño is expected to last at least through the first half of the year. (Africa News 
30/12/2015; BBC 30/12/2015; IFRC 04/01/2016; OCHA 28/12/2015) 

Food: Projections indicate that food stocks will likely be depleted in January 2016, with 
the situation rapidly deteriorating (Al Jazeera America 04/01/2016). Worst-affected areas of 
meher cropping – in eastern and central Ethiopia – have recorded harvest losses of up 
to 75%. According to forecasts, poor households in the zones of East and West Hararghe, 
Oromia region, are facing an Emergency food security situation (IPC Phase 4) and will 
maintain it at least up to March 2016. Most areas of Amhara, Oromia, and SNNPR are 
projected to be in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) throughout the same period. At least half a million 
livestock have died in the last months, with over 1.7 million more considered at risk as of 
the end of 2015, entering in the lean season for pastoral areas (FEWSNET 31/12/2015).  

Health: The impact of drought is exacerbated by the outbreak of several diseases, for 
example an epidemic of watery diarrhoea in Moyale, Oromia, and Somali regions (All Africa 
30/12/2015; OCHA 04/01/2016).  

Nutrition: Over 435,000 children are expected to be in need of treatment for severe acute 
malnutrition in 2016 (UNICEF 20/12/2015). 

WASH: Severe water shortages are reported throughout the country, but especially in 
Amhara, Oromia, and in the Southern Nations, Nationalities, and Peoples’ region 
(SNNPR). Water treatment and rehabilitation of non-functioning water supply systems 
are key priorities. In Oromia water trucking is being provided since October 2015 (OCHA 
04/01/2016). 

Education: The drought has caused thousands of schools to close and many children to 
drop out of school. 1.3 million people need education supplies (Government 11/12/2015). 

Protection: Violent clashes over access to limited resources were also reported (ECHO 
23/12/2015). Food insecurity is also reported to increasing child marriage in Ethiopia, 
pushing many families to force girls to marry so they no longer have to provide for them.  

In Ethiopia two in five girls get married before they are 18, and one in five before they are 
15 (Population Growth 30/12/2015; Girls Not Brides 2015).  

 

Impact on critical infrastructure  
The lack of a constant waterflow, might affect the hydroelectric power generation in the 
country (All Africa 31/12/2015). 

 

Vulnerable groups affected 
• Women are at risk of being pushed to survival sex, in order to obtain food. In addition 

child labour and child marriage are increasing as livelihoods are strained, and many 
children have to walk longer distances in order to fetch water, increasing the rate of 
school dropouts (Government 11/12/2015).  

• Refugees and IDPs are particularly exposed to food insecurity issues (ECHO 12/2015). 
According to ECHO, over 682,000 refugees are being hosted in 24 camps in Ethiopia, 
making it the country hosting more refugees in Africa, due to continued influxes 
generated by the unstable security situations in neighbouring countries (ECHO 
16/12/2015). UNHCR, instead, indicates the number to be over 730,000 (UNHCR 
30/11/2015).  

• Over 80% of new refugee arrivals are women and children, with many children being 
unaccompanied and vulnerable (ECHO 16/12/2015). 

• Over 425,000 people are in a situation of protracted displacement, with at least 
123,000 newly displaced between July and October. Drought is reported to be among 
the main causes for displacement, as people move to find resources (IOM 14/12/2015). 

 

Humanitarian and operational constraints 
Growing insecurity, together with poor infrastructure and challenges in transportation, 
regularly affect humanitarian access to areas of the country (SIDA 01/2015; UNHCR 
29/05/2015).  
 
Aggravating factors 
Lack of adequate water infrastructure 
Despite large water resources, water supply to the population and for agricultural 
purposes is limited due to a critical lack of infrastructure (All Africa 31/12/2015).  

http://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2016/01/01/460193534/what-happens-when-a-disaster-unfolds-in-slow-motion
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/ethiopia-10-million-risk-starvation-east-africa-faces-worst-drought-30-years-1532599
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Ethiopia_FSOU_12_2015.pdf
http://allafrica.com/stories/201508172221.html
http://allafrica.com/stories/201508172221.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MDRET016ea.pdf
http://www.africanews.com/2015/12/30/el-nino-ravages-africa/
http://www.africanews.com/2015/12/30/el-nino-ravages-africa/
http://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-35159826
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MDRET016ea.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/humanitarian_bulletin_28_december_2015.pdf
http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2016/1/4/ethiopias-drought-ignored-as-aid-funneled-to-more-desperate-crises.html
http://www.fews.net/east-africa/ethiopia/food-security-outlook-update/december-2015?utm_source=FEWS%20NET%20Daily%20Digest&utm_campaign=01d347173b-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_02ee344349-01d347173b-84428741
http://allafrica.com/stories/201512300897.html
http://allafrica.com/stories/201512300897.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/humanitarian_bulletin_4_january_2016.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/appeals/ethiopia.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/humanitarian_bulletin_4_january_2016.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/humanitarian_bulletin_4_january_2016.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/system/files/documents/files/ethiopia_hrd_2016.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/aid/countries/factsheets/ethiopia_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/aid/countries/factsheets/ethiopia_en.pdf
http://populationgrowth.org/climate-and-the-link-to-child-marriage/
http://www.girlsnotbrides.org/child-marriage/ethiopia/
http://allafrica.com/stories/201512310886.html
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/system/files/documents/files/ethiopia_hrd_2016.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/aid/countries/factsheets/hoa_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/funding/decisions/2015/HIPs/hoa_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/funding/decisions/2015/HIPs/hoa_en.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/EthiopiaFactSheetNovember2015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/EthiopiaFactSheetNovember2015.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/funding/decisions/2015/HIPs/hoa_en.pdf
http://humanitariancompendium.iom.int/ethiopia/2016
http://www.sida.se/globalassets/sida/eng/how-we-work/humanitarian-aid/ethiopia---humanitarian-crises-analysis-2015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ALL_SSD_UPDATE_25-29%20MAY_2015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ALL_SSD_UPDATE_25-29%20MAY_2015.pdf
http://allafrica.com/stories/201512310886.html
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Political stability and security 
Ethiopia has relative political stability, however in several areas insecurity is still 
widespread. For example, clashes between government forces and Ogaden National 
Liberation Front have persisted since 1994 in Somali region. Additionally, the country is 
exposed to increasing civil unrest. In mid-December, violent protests broke out in Oromia 
region, against the urban planning strategy of the government. Over 80 civilians were 
reported to have been killed by government forces as of 23 December. The approach of 
Ethiopian government towards the respect of civil rights and freedom of expression was 
often criticized (All Africa 20/04/2015; UNPO 01/06/2015; US News 23/12/2015; The Guardian 18/12/2015; 

International Crisis Group 01/01/2016). 
 

Poverty 
Despite great economic progress since 2000, over 40% of the population still live below 
the poverty line (World Bank 01/2015; BBC 16/04/2015).  
 

Key characteristics of host population and area 
Demographic profile: Population 96.96 million; 78 million in rural areas. 42% of the total 
population is under 14 years old, 55% is between 15 and 64 years old. 50.2% of the 
population is female (Trading Economics 2010; World Bank 2014). 

Food security: Poor households in pastoral southern Afar and Sitti zone in Somali region 
and in the agricultural lowlands of East and West Hararghe Zones in Oromia are facing 
Emergency (IPC 4) of food insecurity outcomes. Tigray, Amhara, Afar, Oromia, Somali 
and SNNPR regions are in Crisis (IPC 3) of food insecurity outcomes (FEWSNET 12/2015). 

Nutrition: An estimated 350,000 children suffered from SAM in 2015 (UNICEF 31/10/2015). 

Health: Infant mortality rate: 47/1,000 live births; Under-five mortality rate: 68/1,000 live 
births; Maternal mortality ratio: 350/100,000 live births (UNICEF 2012) 

WASH: Access to improved sources of drinking water: 57%; Access to sanitation facilities: 
28% (WASH Alliance 2015) 

Lighting and cooking: In rural areas, kerosene, fuelwood and candles are used for lighting 
(Lighting Africa 08/2012). Wood is the most important energy source for cooking (World Vision 
2011). 

Literacy: Total adult literacy rate is 39% (UNICEF 2012). 

 

Response capacity 
Local and national response capacity 
Government and international organisations are providing humanitarian response. 
National humanitarian response is coordinated by the National Disaster Risk 
Management Coordination Commission (NDRMCC), formerly the Disaster Risk 
Management and Food Security Sector (OCHA 2015; Government 11/12/2015). The Multi-
Agency Coordination is led by NDRMCC and coordinates international and national 
actors and provides guidance to effective response at all levels.  The government has 
also established structure at kebele level, the smallest administrative unit, in order to be 
able to respond quickly to local situations. The government is distributing emergency 
food assistance, and supplies water and animal feed to the zones affected by drought. 
In November, the government also planned to start distributing seeds to the drought- 
affected people (All Africa 18/11/2015; Government 11/12/2015). 

At least 13 local NGOs are involved in the emergency response (Government 11/12/2015). 
 

International response capacity 
Currently, over 50 humanitarian organisations, including UN agencies, INGOs, ICRC, IFRC, 
IOM, and the Ethiopian Red Cross, are operating in the country and supporting the 
government-led response (Government 11/12/2015).  
 

Population coping mechanisms 
Households’ resilience to drought has been stretched by the belg failure and by the 
erratic meher rains (Government 11/12/2015).  

Traditional coping mechanisms used by rural households include livestock sales, 
requesting grain loans, sale of wood or charcoal, small-scale trading, selling crop 
residues, reduction of food consumption, consumption of wild plants, relying on 
remittance from relatives, selling of clothes and dismantling of parts of their houses for 
sale (Science Alert 07/04/2015). 

 

Information gaps and needs 
Quantitative information on the IPC Phases of food insecurity in the different regions 
seems to be lacking. 
 
 

http://allafrica.com/stories/201504211350.html
http://unpo.org/article/18259
http://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2015-12-23/ethiopia-opposition-80-killed-in-protests-against-land-plan
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2015/dec/18/ethiopia-oromia-farmland-development-fatal-clashes
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/cw149.pdf
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/21323
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-32310735
http://www.tradingeconomics.com/ethiopia/population-female-percent-of-total-wb-data.html
http://data.worldbank.org/country/ethiopia
http://www.fews.net/fr/east-africa/ethiopia
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Ethiopia%20Humanitarian%20SitRep%206%20-%20Oct2015.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/ethiopia_statistics.html
http://www.washalliance.nl/country-alliances/ethiopia/
https://www.google.ch/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0ahUKEwiszrjvvZLKAhUB2RQKHfnmAJgQFggdMAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lightingafrica.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fbsk-pdf-manager%2F26_Ethiopia-FINAL-August-2012_LM.pdf&usg=AFQjCNE_fATsctFNqxws7ULFVkVB3GkbHw&cad=rja
http://wvfoodandclimate.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/FSCC_Ethiopia_Fuel_Efficient_Stoves.pdf
http://wvfoodandclimate.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/FSCC_Ethiopia_Fuel_Efficient_Stoves.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/ethiopia_statistics.html
http://www.unocha.org/eastern-africa/about-us/about-ocha-eastern-africa/ethiopia
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ethiopia_hrd_2016.pdf
http://allafrica.com/stories/201511181579.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ethiopia_hrd_2016.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ethiopia_hrd_2016.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ethiopia_hrd_2016.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ethiopia_hrd_2016.pdf
http://scialert.net/fulltext/?doi=ajar.2015.55.68&org=12
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Lessons learned 
• The response to the 2011 drought proved that the strategy of relying on the 

Productive Safety Net System, which enables the chronically food insecure rural 
population to resist shocks, worked well for a scaled-up response to a particularly 
bad drought shock.  

• Although water trucking proved inefficient in 2011, it saved human lives and 
livestock.  

• Every time a drought hits, there seem to be few alternatives once surface and 
underground water stores are used up (Tufts University 05/08/2014).  

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Desk-Review-Somalia-GHA-Crisis-2011-2012.pdf
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Seasonal Calendar   

 
Source: FEWSNET 30/01/2015  

http://www.fews.net/sites/default/files/styles/large/public/Ethiopia%20Oct_1.png?itok=CqUWfekp


     
 ACAPS Anticipatory Briefing Note: Ethiopia Drought and Food Insecurity 

 

6 
 

Food security projections for Ethiopia, October 2015-March 2016   

 
 
 
Source: FEWSNET 12/2015 
 

http://www.fews.net/east-africa/ethiopia
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