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CRISIS IMPACT OVERVIEW

A series of complex crises, including gang violence, poverty, natural disasters, socioeconomic 
crises, and food insecurity, have generated migration from countries in Central America, 
including El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua. In 2021, more than 307,000 people 
on the move, mainly from these four countries, were apprehended in Mexico and redirected to 
the authorities (IPI 15/11/2022). Some of the people migrating to Mexico from Central America 
do so in caravans. The term ‘caravans’ usually denotes the mobilisation of large groups of 
people on foot through Mexican territory to other Mexican states or the US (ACAPS 21/10/2022). 
During the journey, people in caravans face various risks, including kidnappings, assaults, 
rape, and murder, especially because of the high presence of armed gangs (IPI 15/11/2022; 
Prensa Libre 27/11/2022 and 08/07/2022).

Gang violence highly affects El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras and is a driver of mass 
migration (Prensa Libre 10/12/2022). In Nicaragua, political violence against opponents motivates 
migration (CIDH 08/09/2019; UNHCR accessed 09/12/2022). The lack of data makes it difficult to 
monitor trends in oppression and political violence (UN 30/08/2022).

Migration from and through El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua

See full map on page 10.

CENTRAL AMERICA
Complex crises and migration in El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua

About this report

Aim: this report presents the key drivers of migration and highlights the risks faced while 
in transit in four countries of Central America: El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and 
Nicaragua. Although there are commonalities in the four countries, such as vulnerability 
to natural hazards and the level of armed violence, the report highlights and provides 
some outlook into each country’s specific situation in terms of humanitarian constraints 
and needs.

Methodology: this report uses secondary data review to explain the drivers of migration 
in four  Central American countries: El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua.  

Limitations: although these countries have similar situations motivating migration,  the 
available data comes from different sources and data collection methods, preventing 
comparison between countries. Information gaps limit the ability to assess and compare 
the severity of the crises.
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KEY MESSAGES

In El Salvador, migratory movements towards Mexico and the US have been increasing. In 
2022, the extension of gang-controlled territories and the increase in clashes between these 
gangs resulted in the Government putting into force a state of emergency, which began in 
mid-March and lasted for more than six months. It also led to human rights restrictions and 
the mass arrest of more than 53,000 people presumed to be involved in criminal gangs. 
Humanitarian needs have increased for people living in the neighbourhoods most affected 
by violence (WOLA 31/03/2022; IPS 29/07/2022; AI 31/05/2022). 

COVID-19 has also resulted in increased poverty and a lack of access to livelihoods. In 2021, 
the Government of El Salvador adopted bitcoin as its official currency, and the downward 
trend of bitcoin has affected funding of programmes for people in need and made access 
to essential goods and services even more difficult (Forbes 23/05/2022; El Tiempo 13/05/2022; 
Expansión 21/06/2022). The impact of natural hazards has further affected access to food, safe 
drinking water and sanitation, and education (WFP 09/05/2022; The San Diego Union 22/09/2022).

Guatemala has experienced increased insecurity since the beginning of 2022. Armed 
gangs have consolidated their presence in Guatemala city, Mixco, and Villa Nueva, and 
the Government is militarising the borders to stop the entry of gangs from neighbouring 
countries (Prensa Libre 27/11/2022, 08/09/2022, and 08/07/2022). The poverty rate in Guatemala 
is also increasing, with over 61% of the population in multidimensional poverty, an increase 
from 48% in 2019 and 52% in 2020. Approximately 56% of the Guatemalan population is 
facing food insecurity (Infosegura et al. 22/07/2022; FAO accessed 30/11/2022; WB 20/10/2022). 

Malnutrition, a lack of access to services, ethnic discrimination, and frequent hurricanes 
and tropical storms that damage crops and infrastructure are other factors that push 
Guatemalans to migrate (MPI 03/2022). 

In Honduras, violence, poverty, insecurity, and the scarcity of livelihoods are driving a 
crisis that has led to increased migratory movements to Mexico as a transit and host 
country (UNHCR accessed 27/12/2022). As at August 2022, around 52,000 Hondurans in an 
irregular migratory situation were apprehended at the Mexican border and redirected to 
the authorities (Gobernación de México 17/10/2022). Violence, the expansion of drug trafficking 
groups, extortion, and threats have resulted in a high number of IDPs in Honduras. Cases 
of violence are highest in the cities of Tegucigalpa and San Pedro Sula. Some humanitarian 
organisations estimate that at least 247,000 people were displaced between 2008–2021, 
although this number varies between sources and is not government-approved or up to date 
(IDMC accessed 27/12/2022; PD 19/06/2022;  UNHCR accessed 27/12/2022; ICRC 13/01/2021).

In Nicaragua, tensions between the Government and the opposition have increased since 
2018, resulting in different episodes of large-scale civil unrest and arbitrary detentions (CIDH 
21/06/2018; IACHR 18/03/2022). Both sides to the conflict use political and criminal violence, 
motivating the migration of Nicaraguans to Costa Rica and towards the US (CIDH 08/09/2019; 
Noria Research 27/10/2022 and 09/12/2022). By 2022, approximately 10% of the total population 
(680,000 people) had emigrated to Costa Rica in the south and to the US in the north. Since 
2010, other nationalities have also used the country as a transit zone towards the US (M&R 
accessed 18/12/2022). Nicaragua experienced an economic recession in 2018–2019, followed 
by the COVID-19 crisis. The current socio-political crisis is limiting any economic recovery 
(WB accessed 04/10/2022 a).

MIGRATION CORRIDOR

Central America is a region of origin, transit, and destination for migrants, asylum seekers, 
and refugees. During their passage through Central American countries, people on the 
move face various obstacles. Smuggling networks transport people under risky conditions 
in overcrowded trucks, which are often involved in accidents (El Diario 13/11/2022; France 24 
28/07/2022). Armed groups and even security forces attack buses transporting people to the 
border areas of Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua to extort or rob people or maintain 
control of migration routes (República 18/11/2022). For example, in Guatemala, some security 
forces stripped Venezuelan families of their belongings before they were allowed to continue 
their route towards Mexico (SWI 30/09/2022).

For migrants, refugees, and asylum seekers from around the world, the four countries are 
both points of origin and transit. Approximately one-quarter of the encounters recorded at the 
southern border of the US are with people of these four nationalities (CBP accessed 13/12/2022). 
Similarly, migrants and asylum seekers from countries such as Cuba, Haiti, Venezuela, or 
those outside of the Americas, often transit through one or all of these four countries before 
arriving in Mexico and then attempting to reach the US (Migration Data Portal 10/07/2021).

Migration among the Central American population affects children´s access to education. 
A family member’s migration discourages children and adolescents from continuing in the 
education system. Families with at least one member who has migrated are less likely to 
recognise education as a means to improve the quality of life, both in the country of origin 
and in the possible destination country (IOM 2022; El Universo 11/06/2022). During the COVID-19 
pandemic, El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras kept schools closed for up to 18 months. 
These closures resulted in loss of school content, increased sexual violence and general 
violence at home, and increased school dropouts (UNICEF 24/03/2021; IADB 23/06/2022; WB 
17/03/2021).

https://www.wola.org/es/2022/03/el-salvador-estado-de-excepcion-y-ataques-contra-organizaciones-y-defensores-as-de-derechos-humanos-facilita-abusos-estatales/
https://ipsnoticias.net/2022/07/los-muertos-del-regimen-de-excepcion-de-bukele-en-el-salvador/
https://amnistia.org.ar/ciberaccion-detalle/?id=343
https://forbes.co/2022/05/23/actualidad/la-caida-del-bitcoin-agudiza-la-crisis-fiscal-en-el-salvador-dice-economista/#:~:text=Se%C3%B1al%C3%B3%20que%20%E2%80%9Cel%20miedo%2C%20hoy,de%20100%20millones%20de%20d%C3%B3lares.
https://www.eltiempo.com/mundo/latinoamerica/por-que-la-caida-del-bitcoin-tiene-en-crisis-economica-a-el-salvador-672026
https://expansion.mx/mundo/2022/06/21/el-salvador-bitcoin-crisis
https://executiveboard.wfp.org/ar/document_download/WFP-0000139698#:~:text=En%20El%20Salvador%2C%20el%208,a%20alimentos%20sanos%20y%20nutritivos.
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/en-espanol/noticias/story/2022-09-22/el-salvador-7-muertos-en-derrumbes-provocados-por-lluvias
https://www.prensalibre.com/guatemala/comunitario/honduras-le-declara-la-guerra-a-las-pandillas-y-guatemala-analiza-acciones-en-zonas-fronterizas/
https://www.prensalibre.com/guatemala/justicia/violencia-en-guatemala-homicidios-registran-un-aumento-del-10-3-durante-2022-segun-inacif/
https://www.prensalibre.com/guatemala/justicia/las-pandillas-se-consolidan-en-tres-departamentos-de-guatemala/
https://infosegura.org/2022/07/22/dataccion-analisis-de-la-seguridad-ciudadana-con-perspectiva-de-genero-en-guatemala-de-enero-a-junio-de-2022/
https://www.fao.org/3/cc0639en/online/sofi-2022/annexes1_a.html
https://blogs.worldbank.org/es/latinamerica/tecnologias-digitales-nutricion-infantil-y-la-inclusion-de-genero-en-guatemala
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/migracion-huehuetenango-guatemala
https://www.acnur.org/honduras.html
https://www.inm.gob.mx/gobmx/word/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Tarjeta-Migratoria-171022.pdf
https://www.internal-displacement.org/countries/honduras
https://proceso.hn/alrededor-de-247-mil-personas-desplazadas-por-la-violencia-en-honduras/
https://www.acnur.org/honduras.html
https://www.icrc.org/es/document/honduras-buscando-respuestas-duraderas-los-desplazados-internos-por-la-violencia#:~:text=La%20violencia%20generalizada%20es%20la,grandes%20motores%20de%20esta%20violencia.
https://www.oas.org/es/cidh/informes/pdfs/Nicaragua2018-es.pdf
https://www.oas.org/es/cidh/informes/pdfs/Nicaragua2018-es.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/nicaragua/cidh-insta-al-estado-de-nicaragua-liberar-todas-las-personas-detenidas
https://www.oas.org/es/cidh/informes/pdfs/migracionforzada-nicaragua-costarica.pdf
https://noria-research.com/the-many-violences-behind-the-central-american-exodus/
https://noria-research.com/el-poder-desplazador-de-la-extorsion/
https://migrants-refugees.va/it/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2022/03/2022-CP-Nicaragua.pdf
https://migrants-refugees.va/it/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2022/03/2022-CP-Nicaragua.pdf
https://www.bancomundial.org/es/country/nicaragua/overview
https://eldiariony.com/2022/11/13/camion-con-40-migrantes-centroamericano-se-volco-en-el-sureste-de-mexico/
https://www.france24.com/es/migrantes/20220728-accidente-vial-en-nicaragua-que-involucra-migrantes-deja-16-personas-muertas
https://www.france24.com/es/migrantes/20220728-accidente-vial-en-nicaragua-que-involucra-migrantes-deja-16-personas-muertas
https://republica.gt/seguridad-y-justicia/que-hay-detras-de-los-ataques-contra-transporte-de-honduras-y-nicaragua-2022111814450
https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/crisis-migratoria-venezuela_la-peligrosa-ruta-de-los-venezolanos-que-atraviesan-guatemala/47944702
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/stats/southwest-land-border-encounters-by-component
https://www.migrationdataportal.org/regional-data-overview/migration-data-central-america
http://mic.iom.int/descargas/ElSalvadorMigracionRemesasEducacion2022.pdf
https://www.eluniverso.com/noticias/internacional/la-educacion-sufre-en-el-salvador-por-la-migracion-irregular-advierte-oim-nota/
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/114-million-children-still-out-classroom-latin-america-and-caribbean
https://blogs.iadb.org/educacion/es/impacto-educativo-pandemia/
https://www.bancomundial.org/es/news/press-release/2021/03/17/hacer-frente-a-la-crisis-educativa-en-america-latina-y-el-caribe
https://www.bancomundial.org/es/news/press-release/2021/03/17/hacer-frente-a-la-crisis-educativa-en-america-latina-y-el-caribe
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The number of people passing through El Salvador is low. The country has only registered 
245 Venezuelan refugees and there is little information about other nationalities (R4V accessed 
27/12/2022). Most people prefer to pass through Honduras, possibly because of El Salvador’s 
strict visa requirements and continuing violence.

In Guatemala, more than 15,000 people who entered without immigration requirements were 
expelled between January–November 2022. 77% of this number were Venezuelan. Between 
September and 10 November, the country expelled over 9,400 people (SWI 13/11/2022; W Radio 
13/11/2022). 

Over 154,000 people irregularly entered Honduras between January–November 2022. 40% 
of this number came from Cuba, 33% from Venezuela, 10% from Ecuador, and 5% from Haiti 
(El País 22/11/2022; SWI 17/11/2022). 

In Nicaragua, the total number of migrants and asylum seekers passing through is unknown, 
but one source says that at least 28,000 Venezuelans crossed Nicaragua to reach Costa Rica 
between January–July 2022 (VOA 06/10/2022). 

Table 1. IDPs, asylum seekers, and refugees in El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua as at the end of 20211 

COUNTRY11 TOTAL POPULATION IDPS PRODUCED BY VIOLENCE AND 
CONFLICT (CUMULATIVE FROM 2008)

IDPS PRODUCED BY NATURAL 
HAZARDS IN 2021 2 

ASYLUM SEEKERS/REFUGEES ACCORDING TO GOVERNMENT 
FIGURES AS AT THE END OF 2021

ASYLUM SEEKERS/REFUGEES REGISTERED WORLDWIDE3 

FROM EL SALVADOR, GUATEMALA, HONDURAS, AND 
NICARAGUA (AS AT MID-2022) 4 

El Salvador 6,500,000 175,000 119,000 Over 160 130,600

Honduras 10,300,000 247,000 260 Over 240 74,100

Guatemala 18,700,000 242,000 15,600 Almost 2,000 91,000

Nicaragua 6,800,000 Not available 232,000 Over 440 4,200

Sources: IDMC (accessed 14/12/2022 a); UNHCR (accessed 14/12/2022); Worldometer (accessed 14/12/2022); Gobierno de México (07/11/2022)

1 Figures are from government sources and only include people asking for asylum or granted refugee status, excluding migrants and asylum seekers in transit. For example, Guatemala expelled over 9,000 Venezuelans between January–October 2022, and over 5,000 were 
reported at the border with Honduras (Refugees International 31/10/2022; La Prensa Latina 22/10/2022). The exact number of people on the move is uncertain and likely much higher than official government figures.

2 There is no information on the number of people still displaced as a result of pre-2021 natural hazards.

3 These figures include asylum seekers and refugees worldwide but mostly in Mexico and the US.

4 This column uses data available until mid-year 2022 on refugees and asylum seekers from the countries mentioned (UNHCR accessed 26/12/2022).

https://www.r4v.info/es/refugiadosymigrantes
https://www.r4v.info/es/refugiadosymigrantes
https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/crisis-migratoria-venezuela_la-peligrosa-ruta-de-los-venezolanos-que-atraviesan-guatemala/47944702
https://www.wradio.com.co/2022/11/13/guatemala-expulsa-a-mas-de-100-migrantes-de-venezuela-y-cuba/
https://www.wradio.com.co/2022/11/13/guatemala-expulsa-a-mas-de-100-migrantes-de-venezuela-y-cuba/
https://www.elpais.hn/2022/11/22/cardenal-rodriguez-agradece-a-panama-por-el-trato-humanitario-a-los-migrantes/
https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/crisis-migratoria-honduras_m%C3%A1s-de-154.000-migrantes-han-entrado-de-forma-irregular-en-honduras-en-2022/48066718#:~:text=%2D%20M%C3%A1s%20de%20154.000%20migrantes%2C%20en,consultadas%20este%20jueves%20por%20EFE.
https://www.vozdeamerica.com/a/que-desafios-enfrentan-los-migrantes-venezolanos-en-centroamerica-en-camino-eeuu-/6778188.html
https://www.internal-displacement.org/countries/honduras
https://data.unhcr.org/es/situations/cam
https://www.worldometers.info/world-population/honduras-population/
https://www.gob.mx/comar/articulos/la-comar-en-numeros-318982?idiom=es
https://www.refugeesinternational.org/reports/2022/10/31/refugees-international-eyewitness-pushbacks-of-venezuelans-on-the-guatemalan-border
https://www.laprensalatina.com/venezuelans-dreams-of-reaching-us-being-stymied-in-guatemala/
https://www.unhcr.org/refugee-statistics/download/?url=HF39gS
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HUMANITARIAN OVERVIEW IN EL SALVADOR

Anticipated scope and scale

The El Salvadorian Government put in place a state of emergency with an indefinite 
extension in March 2022. This extension has led to an increase in the needs of people living 
in gang-affected neighbourhoods and to a humanitarian crisis in prisons because of the 
high number of detainees for alleged criminal gang activities. The gangs, though currently 
poorly organised, could potentially strike back to regain control (El Salvador 06/10/2022; DCA 
13/09/2022; ICG 05/10/2022). 

Mobility restrictions and militarisation will further limit humanitarian aid access. As at 
3 December, more than 10,000 soldiers were stationed in Soyapango municipality, near 
the capital of San Salvador, with orders to detain any suspected gang members (France 24 
04/12/2022; El Salvador 07/12/2022 a). The policy poses risks of stigmatisation and a lack of 
protection guarantees (LA Times 23/08/2022; Independent 15/10/2022; El Universo 19/07/2022). The 
deployment of these soldiers is also likely to increase the number of people on the move to 
Mexico and the US.

Humanitarian constraints

Government measures taken during the state of emergency have limited the mobility of 
people within areas categorised as ‘gang hotspots’ (WOLA 31/03/2022; IPS 29/07/2022; Diario Las 
Américas 18/08/2022; DPLF 14/06/2022). The Government has fenced off and militarised gang-
affected cities, such as San Salvador and Soyapango (El Comercio 24/11/2022; EE 24/11/2022). 
As a result, people in need are unable to move out of besieged areas, and organisations are 
likely to face access restrictions in these areas (WOLA 31/03/2022; IPS 29/07/2022; Diario Las 
Américas 18/08/2022). 

Humanitarian needs

Protection

The population frequently faces protection risks as a result of gang violence. People living 
in gang-controlled neighbourhoods face extortion, assaults, kidnappings, confinement, and 
crossfire (IPI 15/11/2022). The current crackdown on potential gang members compounds 
these effects, as the Government has categorised and stigmatised people with characteristics 
that are considered exclusively gang-related (such as tattoos) and denied assistance 
and protection to these individuals and groups (El Salvador 06/10/2022; DCA 13/09/2022; ICG 
05/10/2022). Gang violence and a crackdown carried out under the state of emergency have 
also increased the number of IDPs in El Salvador (La Prensa Gráfica 06/10/2022; SWI 20/06/2022).

Food and nutrition

8.5% of the population is considered undernourished, while 47% are moderately or severely 
food-insecure, especially in rural areas where the rates of multidimensional poverty are 
highest (WFP 09/05/2022). March, April, and May were the months with the highest number 
of food-insecure people in 2022. Projections suggested that at least 907,000 people would 
face food insecurity between June–August; 846,000 would face Crisis (IPC Phase 3) food 
insecurity levels while 61,000 would experience Emergency (IPC Phase 4) food insecurity. 
Strong climatic variations, such as droughts and floods, often affect the stability of harvests. 
Inflation, violence, and the economic effects of COVID-19 in 2022 have also increased food 
costs and reduced purchasing power (La Prensa Gráfica 25/11/2022; SICA 07/07/2022). 

WASH 

At least 80% of the country is in a situation of water stress, and more than 60% of available 
water is contaminated. The indiscriminate use of water sources for oil and extractive 
mining activities have led to a shortage of drinking water (We Are Water 17/05/2022; Al Jazeera 
01/07/2022). In rural areas, access to water and sanitation is more restricted, and at least 33% 
of households lack any or continuous access to drinking water at home (UNDP 25/03/2022).

Education

Poverty, gang violence, and migration are the main drivers of student dropouts (El Salvador 
07/12/2022 b). Low family incomes force young people into work at an early age, aggravating 
the dropout situation before high school completion (El Salvador 18/09/2022). Low government 
investment in the education system (by 2022, only approximately 5.5% of the gross domestic 
product) does not allow for improvements. Public schools lack adequate facilities, including 
WASH services and internet access (YSUCA 08/01/2022).

https://www.elsalvador.com/noticias/nacional/regimen-de-excepcion-crisis-penitenciaria/1004792/2022/
https://dca.gob.gt/noticias-guatemala-diario-centro-america/ee-uu-critica-falta-de-libertades-civiles-en-el-salvador/
https://dca.gob.gt/noticias-guatemala-diario-centro-america/ee-uu-critica-falta-de-libertades-civiles-en-el-salvador/
https://www.crisisgroup.org/es/latin-america-caribbean/central-america/el-salvador/96-remedy-el-salvadors-prison-fever
https://www.france24.com/es/am%C3%A9rica-latina/20221204-bukele-militariza-una-ciudad-en-su-lucha-contra-las-pandillas-y-revive-recuerdos-de-la-guerra
https://www.france24.com/es/am%C3%A9rica-latina/20221204-bukele-militariza-una-ciudad-en-su-lucha-contra-las-pandillas-y-revive-recuerdos-de-la-guerra
https://www.elsalvador.com/noticias/nacional/nayib-bukele-militarizacion-en-soyapango-derechos-humanos-fuerza-armada-pnc-plan-control-territorial-/1022333/2022/
https://www.latimes.com/espanol/internacional/articulo/2022-08-23/el-salvador-defiende-lucha-contra-pandillas-en-reunion-ddhh
https://www.independentespanol.com/ap/el-salvador-aprueba-nueva-prorroga-del-estado-de-excepcion-b2203308.html
https://www.eluniverso.com/noticias/internacional/familiares-de-detenidos-en-el-regimen-de-excepcion-de-el-salvador-claman-por-su-libertad-nota/
https://www.wola.org/es/2022/03/el-salvador-estado-de-excepcion-y-ataques-contra-organizaciones-y-defensores-as-de-derechos-humanos-facilita-abusos-estatales/
https://ipsnoticias.net/2022/07/los-muertos-del-regimen-de-excepcion-de-bukele-en-el-salvador/
https://www.diariolasamericas.com/america-latina/el-salvador-extiende-el-estado-excepcion-quinta-vez-n4255169
https://www.diariolasamericas.com/america-latina/el-salvador-extiende-el-estado-excepcion-quinta-vez-n4255169
https://www.dplf.org/es/news/el-salvador-regimen-de-excepcion-ha-resultado-en-graves-abusos-contra-la-poblacion-y-en
https://elcomercio.pe/mundo/centroamerica/nayib-bukele-anuncia-nueva-medida-para-apresar-pandilleros-en-el-salvador-mara-salvatrucha-ms-13-barrio-18-rmmn-noticia/
https://www.elespectador.com/mundo/america/el-salvador-soldados-y-policias-cercaran-ciudades-para-apresar-pandilleros/
https://www.wola.org/es/2022/03/el-salvador-estado-de-excepcion-y-ataques-contra-organizaciones-y-defensores-as-de-derechos-humanos-facilita-abusos-estatales/
https://ipsnoticias.net/2022/07/los-muertos-del-regimen-de-excepcion-de-bukele-en-el-salvador/
https://www.diariolasamericas.com/america-latina/el-salvador-extiende-el-estado-excepcion-quinta-vez-n4255169
https://www.diariolasamericas.com/america-latina/el-salvador-extiende-el-estado-excepcion-quinta-vez-n4255169
https://theglobalobservatory.org/2022/11/migrants-violence-central-america-exodus/
https://www.elsalvador.com/noticias/nacional/regimen-de-excepcion-crisis-penitenciaria/1004792/2022/
https://dca.gob.gt/noticias-guatemala-diario-centro-america/ee-uu-critica-falta-de-libertades-civiles-en-el-salvador/
https://www.crisisgroup.org/es/latin-america-caribbean/central-america/el-salvador/96-remedy-el-salvadors-prison-fever
https://www.crisisgroup.org/es/latin-america-caribbean/central-america/el-salvador/96-remedy-el-salvadors-prison-fever
https://www.laprensagrafica.com/elsalvador/Las-Pandillas-todavia-generan-desplazamiento-forzado-Interno-20221006-0001.html
https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/el-salvador-violencia_r%C3%A9gimen-excepci%C3%B3n-no-frena-desplazamiento-forzado-salvadore%C3%B1o--dice-experta/47689824
https://executiveboard.wfp.org/ar/document_download/WFP-0000139698#:~:text=En%20El%20Salvador%2C%20el%208,a%20alimentos%20sanos%20y%20nutritivos.
https://www.laprensagrafica.com/economia/907000-personas--sufrieron---inseguridad-alimentaria-en-la--primera-mitad-del-ano-20221124-0091.html
https://www.sica.int/noticias/148-mil-personas-de-la-zona-fronteriza-de-el-salvador-guatemala-y-honduras-se-identifican-en-situacion-de-crisis-o-emergencia-en-inseguridad-alimentaria-aguda-para-el-periodo-de-junio-a-agosto-de-2022_1_130291.html
https://www.wearewater.org/es/el-salvador-la-inacabable-lucha-por-el-agua_350881
https://www.undp.org/es/el-salvador/blog/el-futuro-prospero-de-el-salvador-depende-de-su-gestion-del-agua
https://www.elsalvador.com/noticias/nacional/migracion-ecomonia-golpean-educacion/1022407/2022/
https://www.elsalvador.com/noticias/nacional/migracion-ecomonia-golpean-educacion/1022407/2022/
https://www.elsalvador.com/noticias/nacional/necesidad-bachillerato-flexible-el-salvador/999027/2022/
https://ysuca.org.sv/2022/01/estado-actual-de-la-educacion-en-el-salvador/
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HUMANITARIAN OVERVIEW IN GUATEMALA

Anticipated scope and scale

In Guatemala, around 3.8 million people (more than 20% of the population) are in need of 
urgent humanitarian aid; over 61% live in poverty; and violence continues to increase, with 
an average of eight homicides per day (MPPN accessed 09/12/2022; Infoseguro et al. 22/07/2022; 
OCHA 18/08/2021). Poverty and violence are likely to persist and keep driving migration. 
Guatemala is vulnerable to multiple natural disasters, such as floods, landslides, hurricanes, 
and earthquakes. At least 40% of the population is exposed to the risk of five or more natural 
hazards. 

The country is most vulnerable to landslides and floods during the rainy season, which 
can last from May–October, and to severe droughts from November–March (WB accessed 
27/12/2022). Further natural disasters are likely to occur in the coming years.

Humanitarian constraints

Natural hazards, such as hurricanes and tropical storms, are the main obstacles for 
humanitarian responders. These events cause landslides and damage bridges and roads, 
making communities inaccessible and limiting the humanitarian response (Radio Pichincha 
13/10/2022; Prensa Libre 09/10/2022).

Humanitarian needs

Protection

Between January–June 2022, the number of homicides in the country increased by 1,500 
(11%) from the same period in 2021 (Infoseguro et al. 22/07/2022). A variety of criminal groups 
involve active and retired members of the security forces, as well as experienced smugglers 
and human and drug traffickers. Corruption and a weak justice system have led to impunity 
in 90% of murder cases (SWI 08/05/2022; InSight Crime 28/02/2021). 

Two Mexican cartels, Sinaloa and Jalisco, have expanded to Guatemala. This expansion has 
increased violence in the Guatemala-Mexico border areas, with regular clashes between 
drug traffickers over the control of routes and strategically located community land (Infobae 
23/09/2022; Chiapas Paralello 16/07/2022; InSight Crime 18/05/2022). Fighting between communities 
has increased political violence in San Marcos department, such as conflict between the 
Ixchiguán and Tajumulco municipalities over municipal border demarcation (Prensa Libre 
19/10/2022). 

The Maras Salvatrucha and Barrio 18 gangs, which originated in Los Angeles (US) in the 
1980s, are also present in Guatemala (Insight Crime 28/02/2021). 

Food and nutrition

Between 2019–2021, 56% of the population faced moderate and severe food insecurity (FAO 
accessed 30/11/2022; WB 20/10/2022). From October 2022 to February 2023, an estimated 3.2 
million people are at risk of food insecurity, including 1.2 million children and adolescents 
(Save the Children/ICEFI 16/11/2022). Until December 2022, the departments of Alta Verapaz, 
Chiquimula, Izabal, and Zacapa and some areas of Huehuetenango are experiencing Crisis 
(IPC Phase 3) levels of food insecurity. The rest of the country are facing Stressed (IPC Phase 
2) food insecurity levels, meaning households have minimally adequate food consumption 
but are unable to afford some essential non-food expenditures (FEWS NET 23/11/2022).

WASH 

87% of the population has water access, but 77% of the water is not safe to drink, and most 
people must treat the water for drinking. Over 60% of urban households and 48% of rural 
households have aqueduct access. 37% of Guatemalan households do not have sewage 
drains, making them vulnerable to waterborne diseases from contaminated water. In 
Huehuetenango department, most people must fetch water from wells and rivers, as only 
4% have water pipeline access inside their houses (OLAS accessed 30/11/2022; Prensa Libre 
27/01/2022).

Education

The latest available data is from 2019, when only 19% of the population had some level of 
schooling. 74% of the country’s schools are primary and kindergarten, indicating a lack of 
access to higher education (UNATE accessed 30/11/2022). The national coverage of secondary 
education or high school is 49% but only 15% in rural areas. Many children and teenagers 
drop out of school and migrate. In 2021, over 2,000 minors were deported from Mexico 
and the US back to Guatemala, where they face difficulties reintegrating into the education 
system (UN 17/08/2021; El Faro 08/2021).

https://mppn.org/es/paises_participantes/guatemala/#:~:text=Los%20resultados%20revelan%20que%20en,ciento%20de%20las%20personas%20(I.C.&text=58%2C6%2D64%2C7,incluidos%20en%20el%20IPM%2DGT.
https://infosegura.org/2022/07/22/dataccion-analisis-de-la-seguridad-ciudadana-con-perspectiva-de-genero-en-guatemala-de-enero-a-junio-de-2022/
https://reliefweb.int/report/guatemala/guatemala-plan-de-respuesta-humanitaria-agosto-2021-diciembre-2022
https://climateknowledgeportal.worldbank.org/country/guatemala/vulnerability
https://climateknowledgeportal.worldbank.org/country/guatemala/vulnerability
https://www.radiopichincha.com/huracan-julia-deja-casi-741-mil-afectados-en-guatemala/
https://www.radiopichincha.com/huracan-julia-deja-casi-741-mil-afectados-en-guatemala/
https://www.prensalibre.com/guatemala/comunitario/tormenta-tropical-julia-estos-son-los-tramos-carreteros-que-se-encuentran-bloqueados-por-derrumbes/
https://infosegura.org/2022/07/22/dataccion-analisis-de-la-seguridad-ciudadana-con-perspectiva-de-genero-en-guatemala-de-enero-a-junio-de-2022/
https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/guatemala-violencia_la-violencia-se-cobr%C3%B3-1.442-v%C3%ADctimas-en-guatemala-en-4-meses-de-2022/47576898#:~:text=Guatemala%20es%20una%20de%20las,los%203.500%20reportados%20en%202020.
https://www.infobae.com/america/mexico/2022/09/23/cartel-de-sinaloa-en-chiapas-acusaron-proteccion-del-ejercito-y-gn-al-guero-pulseras/
https://www.infobae.com/america/mexico/2022/09/23/cartel-de-sinaloa-en-chiapas-acusaron-proteccion-del-ejercito-y-gn-al-guero-pulseras/
https://www.chiapasparalelo.com/noticias/chiapas/2022/07/narcotraficantes-se-enfrentan-durante-mas-de-24-horas-en-municipios-fronterizos-de-chiapas-con-guatemala/
https://es.insightcrime.org/noticias/silenciosa-expansion-cjng-guatemala/
https://www.prensalibre.com/guatemala/comunitario/conflicto-entre-ixchiguan-y-tajumulco-reportan-un-muerto-y-dos-heridos-que-quedaron-entre-el-fuego-cruzado/
https://www.prensalibre.com/guatemala/comunitario/conflicto-entre-ixchiguan-y-tajumulco-reportan-un-muerto-y-dos-heridos-que-quedaron-entre-el-fuego-cruzado/
https://es.insightcrime.org/noticias-crimen-organizado-guatemala/guatemala/#Grupos%20Criminales
https://www.fao.org/3/cc0639en/online/sofi-2022/annexes1_a.html
https://www.fao.org/3/cc0639en/online/sofi-2022/annexes1_a.html
https://blogs.worldbank.org/es/latinamerica/tecnologias-digitales-nutricion-infantil-y-la-inclusion-de-genero-en-guatemala
https://mail.icefi.org/publicaciones/segundo-informe-de-monitoreo-del-presupuesto-del-poasan-y-otras-actividades
https://reliefweb.int/report/guatemala/guatemala-perspectiva-de-seguridad-alimentaria-octubre-2022-mayo-2023
https://www.olasdata.org/es/guatemala/#:~:text=Acceso%20al%20agua,-La%20mitad%20de&text=El%2065%25%20de%20los%20hogares,no%20entubada%20es%20del%2042%25.
https://www.prensalibre.com/guatemala/comunitario/por-que-los-guatemaltecos-no-pueden-confiar-en-toda-el-agua-que-reciben-y-a-cuantos-no-les-llega-del-todo/
https://www.prensalibre.com/guatemala/comunitario/por-que-los-guatemaltecos-no-pueden-confiar-en-toda-el-agua-que-reciben-y-a-cuantos-no-les-llega-del-todo/
https://unate.org/admision/cuantas-personas-tienen-educacion-en-guatemala.html
https://news.un.org/es/story/2021/08/1495552
https://elfaro.net/es/202108/centroamerica/25678/El-sistema-educativo-de-Guatemala-genera-migrantes.htm
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HUMANITARIAN OVERVIEW IN HONDURAS

Anticipated scope and scale

Back-to-back violence and natural hazards significantly affect a growing number of people, 
limiting the national response capacity (La Prensa 29/09/2022; OCHA 26/09/2022). Flood-induced 
crop failures will likely increase the number of people facing food insecurity and decrease 
livelihoods, especially for people living in Yoro and Gracias a Dios departments, respectively 
located in the centre-north and northeast of the country (PD 29/09/2022). Poor government 
responsiveness, violence, and the impacts of natural disasters will continue to fuel Honduran 
migration to Mexico and the US. A persistent lack of employment, a reduction of food 
reserves, rising food prices, and international supply chain crises resulting from the war in 
Ukraine are expected to increase food insecurity in Honduras (IPC 24/01/2022).

Humanitarian constraints

The presence of gangs in urban areas, especially in the peripheries, restricts mobility and 
impedes humanitarian aid access. Increased violence and confinement by armed gangs and 
drug traffickers limit mobility for rural indigenous and Afro-Honduran communities (Protection 
Cluster 12/09/2022; La Prensa 15/08/2022). Restrictions imposed on people transiting through 
Honduras and the payment of high fines for irregular entry make it difficult for people in need 
to move to areas with better organisational presence and humanitarian aid access (Criterio.
hn 17/06/2022; Expediente Público 17/05/2022; 14ymedio 27/09/2022). In November 2020, hurricanes 
Eta and Iota further reduced the Government’s capacity to address humanitarian needs.

Humanitarian needs

Protection

The high homicide rate in Honduras makes it the world’s fourth most dangerous country 
(Statista 05/2022). The annual homicide rate in 2021 was 42 per 100,000 inhabitants. From 
January–June 2022, the homicide rate decreased to 40 per 100,000 inhabitants, but the 
violence remained despite this small decline. The main victims of homicide are young people 
between the ages of 18–30 (UNDP 04/08/2022 and 17/06/2022). As in El Salvador, the Honduran 
Government has declared a “state of exception”, which suspends six constitutional rights, 
including freedom of movement and the rights of association and assembly (WOLA 07/12/2022; 
Infobae 04/12/2022). 

Food and nutrition

As at February 2022, over 2.2 million people (24% of the analysed population) were facing 
Crisis (IPC Phase 3) or worse levels of food insecurity. Among this number, 241,000 were 
experiencing Emergency (IPC Phase 4) food security outcomes. For June–August 2022, 
about 2.6 million people were expected to face IPC 3 outcomes or worse. Gracias a Dios (43% 
facing IPC 3 or worse), La Paz (30%), and Lempira (32%) were the most affected departments. 
23% of children under five were experiencing chronic malnutrition (WFP 27/09/2022).

WASH 

61% of urban households and only 27% of rural households have access to a water aqueduct 
or pipeline system. Only 36% of people have access to sewage drains. Areas lacking proper 
water treatments have a high risk of contracting waterborne diseases (OLAS accessed 
02/12/2022). In October 2022, hurricane Julia damaged 80 water systems, reducing access 
to water in the departments of Atlántida, Colón, Cortés, Islas de la Bahía, and Yoro (OCHA 
13/10/2022).

Education 

More than 700,000 children (30% of all children) aged 5–17 are currently out of school. 
High school coverage is at only 17%. The COVID-19 pandemic made several obstacles more 
visible, with 40% of families lacking internet access, less than 20% owning a computer at 
home, and 13% lacking even a radio device in 2020 during confinement. These constraints 
limited access to education in times of confinement. Many children aged 12–15 enrolled in 
basic education say they are already thinking about emigrating, which is one of the main 
reasons children drop out of school (Transformemos Honduras 21/06/2022; PD 07/06/2022). 

https://www.laprensa.hn/premium/retorno-pobladores-casas-sera-mas-lento-lluvias-honduras-DC10306665
https://reliefweb.int/report/el-salvador/latin-america-caribbean-weekly-situation-update-19-25-september-26-september-2022
https://proceso.hn/inundaciones-golpean-extensas-zonas-de-honduras/
https://www.ipcinfo.org/ipc-country-analysis/details-map/es/c/1155409/?iso3=HND
https://www.globalprotectioncluster.org/index.php/publications/481/reports/protection-analysis-update/honduras-protection-analysis-update
https://www.globalprotectioncluster.org/index.php/publications/481/reports/protection-analysis-update/honduras-protection-analysis-update
https://www.laprensa.hn/premium/grupos-armados-campesinos-disputan-tierras-los-cachiros-colon-FC9598465
https://criterio.hn/migrantes-en-transito-por-honduras-siguen-pagando-multas-porque-amnistia-no-se-ha-sancionado/
https://criterio.hn/migrantes-en-transito-por-honduras-siguen-pagando-multas-porque-amnistia-no-se-ha-sancionado/
https://www.expedientepublico.org/honduras-territorio-hostil-para-los-migrantes-sin-documentos/
https://www.14ymedio.com/internacional/casi-ochenta-mil-migrantes-ingresado-Honduras-mayoria-cubanos_0_3394460527.html
https://www.statista.com/statistics/262963/ranking-the-20-countries-with-the-most-murders-per-100-000-inhabitants/
https://www.undp.org/es/honduras/noticias/analisis-de-seguridad-ciudadana-primer-semestre-2022
https://www.undp.org/es/honduras/noticias/analisis-multidimensional-seguridad-ciudadana-honduras-2021-y-preliminares-primer-trimestre-2022#:~:text=En%20Honduras%2C%20durante%20el%20a%C3%B1o,a%C3%B1os%20anteriores%20(excepto%202018).
https://www.wola.org/es/2022/12/honduras-estado-excepcion-riesgo-derechos-humanos/
https://www.infobae.com/america/america-latina/2022/12/04/xiomara-castro-apuesta-por-la-polemica-formula-de-nayib-bukele-para-enfrentar-la-inseguridad-en-honduras/
https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000142860/download/?_ga=2.158044025.216160148.1670275147-1429335287.1658931901
https://www.olasdata.org/es/honduras/#:~:text=El%20acceso%20al%20agua%20y,hondure%C3%B1os%20viven%20en%20zonas%20rurales.
https://www.olasdata.org/es/honduras/#:~:text=El%20acceso%20al%20agua%20y,hondure%C3%B1os%20viven%20en%20zonas%20rurales.
https://reliefweb.int/report/honduras/honduras-emergencia-temporada-lluviosa-y-ciclon-julia-flash-update-no-01-al-10-de-octubre-2022
https://reliefweb.int/report/honduras/honduras-emergencia-temporada-lluviosa-y-ciclon-julia-flash-update-no-01-al-10-de-octubre-2022
http://transformemoshonduras.com/org/2022/06/21/cada-dia-491-ninos-ninas-y-jovenes-hondurenos-abandonan-el-sistema-educativo/
https://proceso.hn/mas-de-700-mil-menores-estan-excluidos-de-educacion-en-honduras/
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HUMANITARIAN OVERVIEW IN NICARAGUA

Anticipated scople and scale

Journalists, NGO members, human rights defenders, and government opponents have 
reported immigration authorities withholding their passports, expelling them from the 
country, and/or preventing them from returning (La Prensa Gráfica 05/12/2022). Some people 
are unable to leave the country; at the same time, people who fear they may be subject to 
document detention may decide to leave the country. In November 2022, the Nicaraguan 
Government outlawed 88 national NGOs and 12 INGOs (Artículo 66 10/11/2022). In the past, 
after waves of NGO and politician persecutions, displacement to Costa Rica or the US 
increased (UNHCR 25/03/2022).

Humanitarian constraints

Since 2018, the Government has increased vigilance and control over national and 
international NGOs, restricting humanitarian access. In this time, the Nicaraguan Government 
has shut down close to 3,000 organisations, including more than 100 NGOs and several 
social, religious, and political groups (Diario Libre 23/11/2022). In March 2022, the Nicaraguan 
Congress passed a law increasing the President’s oversight of NGO finances; in October, 
it passed another law requiring several NGOs to change their legal status from non-profit 
to commercial, arguing that they provide financial services (Nicaraguan National Assembly 
30/03/2022; Artículo 66 09/11/2022).

Humanitarian needs

Protection

In 2022, the UN Committee against Torture affirmed that the Nicaraguan police has exercised 
arbitrary detentions, torture, and forced disappearances against government opponents (UN 
29/07/2022). The committee reported that the Government refused to cooperate in providing 
information for the investigations (OHCHR 29/11/2022).

No official homicide data is publicly available for 2021 and 2022. The Nicaraguan Government 
has granted widespread pardons to minor offenders, which could increase violence rates in 
the medium term (La Prensa 14/10/2022; NI 10/05/2022). 

1 .Global Witness defines land and environmental defenders as “people who take a stand and carry out peaceful action against the unjust, discriminatory, corrupt, or damaging exploitation of natural resources or the environment. Land and environmental defenders are a specific 
type of human rights defender – and are often the most targeted for their work” (Global Witness 13/09/2021).

In 2021, Nicaragua had the highest per capita murder rate against “land and environmental 
defenders”1 (Global Witness 13/09/2021; BBC 29/09/2022)

Food and nutrition

As at 2021, Nicaragua had made progress in overcoming hunger through local food 
production, as domestic agriculture produced 80% of its food, but approximately 17% of 
children under five still suffered from chronic malnutrition (Peoples Dispatch 27/06/2021). In rural 
zones, this figure reached 29% (WFP 31/10/2022). Natural disasters, including hurricanes and 
droughts, regularly affect the country. Along with the economic instability resulting from the 
sociopolitical crisis, these disasters place the rural population at risk of food insecurity (WFP 
31/10/2022; AAH accessed 09/12/2022). Disrupted livelihoods in the agricultural sector would 
severely affect food security (WFP 31/10/2022). Food insecurity is a main driver of migration 
and internal displacement in the country (IOM et al. 17/09/2015). 

WASH

31% of the rural population does not have continuous access to drinking water (RASNIC 
accessed 19/12/2022; ECODES accessed 09/12/2022). Access to drinking water is unequal across 
Nicaragua’s departments, with up to 82% of families without daily water access. Even in 
areas with continuous water access, it is only available between four and 22 hours per day 
(La Prensa 22/03/2022). 40% of the rural population lacks basic facilities for the evacuation 
and disposal of human waste (RASNIC accesed 19/12/2022; AECID accessed 09/12/2022). Natural 
disasters often restrict access to water, sanitation, and hygiene. For instance, in October 
2022, hurricane Julia left more than 200,000 Nicaraguan families without potable water 
access for several days (SWI 11/10/2022).

Education 

Although the Government kept schools open during the COVID-19 pandemic, school 
attendance dropped by up to 60% during 2020, in part because families used child labour to 
cope with income loss during the pandemic (El País 25/03/2021; UNICEF 11/06/2022). 

https://www.laprensagrafica.com/Pais-por-carcel-asi-secuestra-el-regimen-de-Ortega-los-pasaportes-de-los-nicaraguenses-l202212050001.html
https://www.articulo66.com/2022/11/10/daniel-ortega-migob-cierre-ong-nicaragua/
https://www.acnur.org/noticias/briefing/2022/3/623d08ed4/el-numero-de-nicaraguenses-desplazados-en-costa-rica-se-ha-duplicado-en.html
https://www.diariolibre.com/mundo/america-latina/2022/11/23/gobierno-de-nicaragua-ilegaliza-otras-ong/2150313
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/SILEG/Iniciativas.nsf/ABBED691E2C5DCBC06258814005C499E/%24File/Inic.%20Ley%20general%20de%20Regulaci%C3%B3n%20y%20control%20de%20Organismos%20sin%20fines%20de%20lucro.pdf?Open
http://legislacion.asamblea.gob.ni/SILEG/Iniciativas.nsf/ABBED691E2C5DCBC06258814005C499E/%24File/Inic.%20Ley%20general%20de%20Regulaci%C3%B3n%20y%20control%20de%20Organismos%20sin%20fines%20de%20lucro.pdf?Open
https://www.articulo66.com/2022/11/09/asamblea-nicaragua-aprueba-cambio-regimen-mercantil-ong/
https://news.un.org/es/story/2022/07/1512312
https://news.un.org/es/story/2022/07/1512312
https://www.ohchr.org/es/statements/2022/11/nicaragua-two-un-rights-committees-deplore-refusal-cooperate-and-lack
https://www.laprensani.com/2022/10/14/nacionales/3055551-otros-1150-reos-comunes-salen-de-las-carceles-de-nicaragua-bajo-indulto-de-daniel-ortega
https://nicaraguainvestiga.com/nacion/82690-nicaragua-sin-cifras-oficiales-homicidios-asesinatos/
https://www.globalwitness.org/documents/20190/Last_line_of_defence_-_low_res_-_September_2021.pdf
https://www.globalwitness.org/documents/20190/Last_line_of_defence_-_low_res_-_September_2021.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias-america-latina-63069703
https://peoplesdispatch.org/2021/06/27/hunger-and-food-production-in-nicaragua-how-do-we-feed-the-people/
https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000145181/download/?_ga=2.169406307.33478634.1670621907-1517144293.1667976279
https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000145181/download/?_ga=2.169406307.33478634.1670621907-1517144293.1667976279
https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000145181/download/?_ga=2.169406307.33478634.1670621907-1517144293.1667976279
https://www.actionagainsthunger.org/location/americas/nicaragua/
https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000145181/download/?_ga=2.169406307.33478634.1670621907-1517144293.1667976279
https://www.acnur.org/fileadmin/Documentos/Publicaciones/2015/10226.pdf
https://www.rasnic.org/acceso-al-agua-potable-segura/
https://www.rasnic.org/acceso-al-agua-potable-segura/
https://www.laprensani.com/2022/03/22/nacionales/2970657-pese-a-la-abundancia-pocos-nicaraguenses-tienen-acceso-al-agua-potable-y-menos-al-saneamiento
https://www.rasnic.org/acceso-al-agua-potable-segura/
https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/huracanes-atl%C3%A1ntico_julia-dej%C3%B3-sin-energ%C3%ADa-y-sin-agua-a-m%C3%A1s-de-200.000-familias-en-nicaragua/47971840#:~:text=Managua%2C%2011%20oct%20(EFE),inform%C3%B3%20este%20martes%20el%20Ejecutivo.
https://elpais.com/planeta-futuro/2021-03-25/las-nefastas-consecuencias-de-no-cerrar-las-aulas-durante-la-pandemia-en-nicaragua.html
https://www.unicef.org/lac/comunicados-prensa/america-latina-y-el-caribe-se-alejan-de-la-meta-de-eliminar-el-trabajo-infantil
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AGGRAVATING FACTORS

Internal displacement

As at the end of 2021 in El Salvador, conflict had displaced an estimated 175,000 people, 
and natural hazards had displaced over 550 people (IDMC accessed 14/12/2022 b;  IDMC accessed 
16/12/2022 c). Since July 2022, floods, storms, and October’s hurricane Julia have displaced 
at least 3,000 people (CCCM Cluster et al. 17/10/2022; FloodList 21/09/2022; ECHO 04/07/2022).

At the end of 2021, conflict in Guatemala had resulted in over 240,000 IDPs. This figure 
includes IDPs from Guatemala’s 36-year-long civil war, which ended in 1996, and IDPs 
displaced in 2021. A lack of systematic monitoring of displacements and a lack of trust 
for people to disclose their situation as IDPs mean that numbers are likely higher. In 2021, 
Guatemala reported over 15,600 new displacements from natural hazards, mostly floods 
(IDMC accessed 14/12/2022 c). In October–November 2022, hurricane Julia and tropical storm 
Lisa caused the evacuation of over 50,000 people because of severe damage to houses 
(France 24 03/11/2022; IFRC 21/10/2022). After tropical storms, the lack of a home to return to is 
the next most often cited reason people give for displacing to other regions of the country.

Honduras reports that conflict resulted in over 247,000 IDPs between 2004–2021, but this 
figure is likely to be an underestimate as there is no up-to-date information and incidents 
of violence continue (IDMC accessed 14/12/2022 a). In 2021, the Internal Forced Displacement 
Unit in Honduras received 917 complaints from 2,529 people, among whom 942 (37%) were 
victims of forced displacement resulting from violence and 1,587 (63%) were at risk of 
displacement (CONADEH 25/10/2022; SWI 24/10/2022). According to the Internal Displacement 
Monitoring Centre, natural hazards, usually storms, have resulted in over one million IDPs 
since 2008. From September–October 2022, hurricane Julia resulted in the evacuation of 
more than 23,000 people across Honduras (IDMC accessed 14/12/2022 a; COPECO/Govt. Honduras 
11/10/2022).

There are no up-to-date figures about violence resulting in IDPs in Nicaragua. As at the end 
of 2021, natural hazards had displaced around 231,000 people internally. In October 2022 
alone, hurricane Julia displaced at least 13,000 people (IDMC accessed 14/12/2022 d; La Nación 
09/10/2022). 

Environmental hazards

The Central American region is prone to hurricanes and tropical storms. In October 2022, 
hurricane Julia hit the region, killing at least 54 people and affecting nearly one million 
people across northern Central America. The rainy season and tropical storms affect people 
attempting to reach Mexico or the US. One child had died and two people were reported 
missing trying to reach Honduras by boat (Noti Mérica 30/09/2022; PD 22/09/2022).

The ‘dry corridor’ is a geographical area comprising parts of El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Honduras, and Nicaragua that tends to face extreme weather events every year. Seasonal 
or transitory food insecurity is common in this area during drought months, as shortages 
of water for irrigation reduce food availability (SICA 07/07/2022). This zone also experiences 
long droughts, and the presence of torrential rains and hurricanes is a risk factor for drinking 
water and sanitation access (Hábitat accessed 16/12/2022). About 20% of households in the 
dry corridor lack access to safe drinking water (Hábitat accessed 16/12/2022; El Economista 
10/02/2022). Water scarcity affects sanitation, health, food production, and resilience to 
poor harvests. The lack of sewerage systems and access to sanitation increases the risk 
of waterborne diseases and exposes women and girls in particular to health and protection 
risks (EFE 30/11/2022).

In El Salvador, heavy rains have caused flooding and landslides between September and 
December 2022. These events have affected different areas, including gang-controlled 
zones, such as San Salvador, Santa Tecla, and Soyapango (La Prensa Gráfica 25/09/2022; The San 
Diego Union-Tribune 22/09/2022; Infobae 06/07/2022; El Mundo 10/10/2022). 

In Guatemala, hurricane Julia affected over 850,000 people, adding to the more than five 
million already affected by the rainy season. The floods and landslides damaged homes, 
schools, health centres, and road infrastructure (OCHA 14/10/2022). 

In Honduras, heavy rains and tropical storms resulted in a government-declared state of 
emergency in September 2022, and the passage of hurricane Julia affected over 144,000 
people (OCHA 14/10/2022; ECHO 26/09/2022). 162 municipalities in 15 departments reported 
damage to basic and critical infrastructure, including over 3,500 damaged or destroyed 
houses (COPECO/Govt. Honduras 11/10/2022). Honduras also experienced consecutive droughts 
between 2016–2020 (IOM 11/05/2021). Communities experiencing recurrent and multiple 
climate-related disasters in recent years have not been able to fully recover and rebuild (ACT 
Alliance 27/09/2022). 

Nicaragua is also prone to flooding, tropical storms, hurricanes, and landslides, especially 
in the May–November rainy season. After hurricane Julia, the Government declared a “state 
of calamity” and evacuated at least 13,000 people. Nearly one million residents along 
Nicaragua’s coastal region lost power and internet for more than three days (COH 15/10/2022; 
Reuters 10/10/2022; La Nación 09/10/2022).

https://www.internal-displacement.org/countries/el-salvador
https://www.internal-displacement.org/sites/default/files/figures-analysis-2021-slv.pdf
https://www.internal-displacement.org/sites/default/files/figures-analysis-2021-slv.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/el-salvador/el-salvador-respuesta-tormenta-tropical-julia-informe-sectorial-de-situacion-1
https://floodlist.com/america/floods-el-salvador-guatemala-honduras-nicaragua-september-2022
https://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ECHO-Products/Echo-Flash#/daily-flash-archive/4531
https://www.internal-displacement.org/countries/guatemala
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20221103-tropical-storm-lisa-moves-towards-mexico-after-lashing-belize
https://reliefweb.int/report/guatemala/guatemala-tropical-storm-julia-emergency-plan-action-epoa-dref-operation-no-mdrgt019
https://www.internal-displacement.org/countries/honduras
https://www.conadeh.hn/unas-942-personas-victimas-de-desplazamiento-forzado-tuvieron-que-abandonar-sus-hogares/
https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/honduras-desplazados_al-menos-942-desplazados-forzados-dej%C3%B3-la-violencia-en-honduras-en-2021/48004178#:~:text=%2D%20La%20violencia%20caus%C3%B3%20el%20desplazamiento,para%20atender%20a%20los%20desplazados.
https://www.internal-displacement.org/countries/honduras
https://reliefweb.int/report/honduras/informe-afectaciones-por-vaguada-de-altura-y-convergencia-de-vientos-desde-el-01-de-septiembre-al-10-de-octubre-del-2022
https://reliefweb.int/report/honduras/informe-afectaciones-por-vaguada-de-altura-y-convergencia-de-vientos-desde-el-01-de-septiembre-al-10-de-octubre-del-2022
https://www.internal-displacement.org/countries/nicaragua
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:rJLZK23G4xkJ:https://www.nacion.com/el-mundo/desastres-naturales/julia-causa-estragos-en-nicaragua-y-deja-13000/ZPQOZ5CHRFBTLIDBXGACG5YNXA/story/&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=fr&client=firefox-b-d
https://www.lanacion.com.ar/agencias/el-huracan-julia-impacta-nicaragua-nid09102022/
https://www.lanacion.com.ar/agencias/el-huracan-julia-impacta-nicaragua-nid09102022/
https://www.notimerica.com/sociedad/noticia-honduras-menos-nino-migrante-muerto-dos-desaparecidos-volcar-embarcacion-viajaban-honduras-20220930145933.html
https://proceso.hn/migrantes-tambien-son-afectados-por-las-lluvias-en-honduras/
https://www.sica.int/noticias/148-mil-personas-de-la-zona-fronteriza-de-el-salvador-guatemala-y-honduras-se-identifican-en-situacion-de-crisis-o-emergencia-en-inseguridad-alimentaria-aguda-para-el-periodo-de-junio-a-agosto-de-2022_1_130291.html
https://www.habitat.org/lac-es/newsroom/2022/caracterizacion-del-corredor-seco-del-triangulo-norte-de-centroamerica
https://www.habitat.org/lac-es/newsroom/2022/caracterizacion-del-corredor-seco-del-triangulo-norte-de-centroamerica
https://www.eleconomista.net/actualidad/20-de-la-poblacion-salvadorena-no-cuenta-con-agua-en-vivienda-20220210-0002.html
https://www.eleconomista.net/actualidad/20-de-la-poblacion-salvadorena-no-cuenta-con-agua-en-vivienda-20220210-0002.html
https://efeverde.com/daniel-oporto-water-for-people-el-acceso-al-agua-potable-contribuye-a-reducir-la-migracion-en-el-corredor-seco/
https://www.laprensagrafica.com/elsalvador/Lluvias-de-la-ultima-horas-generan-mas-inundaciones-en-varios-puntos-de-El-Salvador--20220925-0049.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/en-espanol/noticias/story/2022-09-22/el-salvador-7-muertos-en-derrumbes-provocados-por-lluvias
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/en-espanol/noticias/story/2022-09-22/el-salvador-7-muertos-en-derrumbes-provocados-por-lluvias
https://www.infobae.com/america/america-latina/2022/07/06/la-lluvia-colapsa-a-el-salvador-y-deja-al-descubierto-al-gobierno-de-nayib-bukele/
https://diario.elmundo.sv/nacionales/julia-deja-reguero-de-danos-inundaciones-y-familias-atrapadas-en-el-oriente-de-el-salvador
https://reliefweb.int/report/guatemala/northern-central-america-ts-julia-and-rainy-season-flash-update-no-01-14-october-2022#:~:text=Attachments&text=Tropical%20Storm%20Julia%20drenched%20northern,affected%20across%20northern%20Central%20America.
https://reliefweb.int/report/guatemala/northern-central-america-ts-julia-and-rainy-season-flash-update-no-01-14-october-2022
https://reliefweb.int/report/honduras/honduras-floods-honduran-red-cross-national-permanent-commission-emergencies-copeco-humanitarian-partners-echo-daily-flash-26-september-2022
https://reliefweb.int/node/3895034/
https://reliefweb.int/report/honduras/l-nea-base-vulnerabilidad-y-sequ-corredor-seco-honduras-noviembre-2020#:~:text=En%20el%20%C3%BAltimo%20quinquenio%20se,IOTA%20a%20finales%20de%202020.
https://actalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/ACT_Alert_Honduras_floods_2022.pdf
https://actalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/ACT_Alert_Honduras_floods_2022.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/nicaragua/hurricane-julia-prompts-convoy-response-nicaragua
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/tropical-storm-julia-soak-el-salvador-guatemala-it-weakens-2022-10-10/
https://www.lanacion.com.ar/agencias/el-huracan-julia-impacta-nicaragua-nid09102022/
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Inflation and economic crisis 

Since 2021, the international price of oil, the war in Ukraine, and the passage of tropical 
storm Ian and hurricane Julia have driven inflation in the Central American region (Bloomberg 
14/11/2022). 

In El Salvador, the economic crisis has deteriorated after the adoption of bitcoin as the 
official currency in 2021. The downward trend and instability of bitcoin have affected the 
funding of care programmes and public service budgets for people in need. The situation 
has worsened living conditions and access to basic services and goods (Forbes 23/05/2022; El 
Tiempo 13/05/2022; Expansión 21/06/2022; El País 09/05/2022).

Guatemala is facing the highest inflation since 2008 at 9.7%. The prices of staple foods, such 
as maize, onion, potatoes, and bread, have increased by 15% (Bloomberg 08/11/2022; DatosMacro 
accessed 23/12/2022 b).

Honduras is facing a cumulative inflation of 83%, and the annual inflation is expected to be 
10%. Staple foods and transportation are the main affected products (La Prensa 28/11/2022; 
DatosMacro accessed 23/12/2022 a). 

As at October 2022, Nicaragua had the highest year-on-year inflation (12.2%) of all Central 
American countries (SECMCA accessed 09/12/2022). Increased food prices have caused about 
75% of Nicaragua’s inflation (La Prensa 23/12/2022; Artículo 66 15/11/2022). According to World 
Bank projections, the Nicaraguan economy is expected to grow faster than other economies 
in the region in 2022 (WB accessed 04/10/2022 a). Despite this projection, the impact of the war 
in Ukraine on fertiliser prices and the potential reduction in remittances resulting from the 
economic slowdown in countries receiving Nicaraguan economic migrants mean that the 
economy remains at a high level of risk (El Economista 18/11/2022).

Pre-existing poverty

The poverty rate varies in Central American countries. In Honduras, 74% of households 
are in poverty and 54% are in extreme poverty. The poverty rate in Guatemala is 60%. In El 
Salvador, it is 23% (WB accessed 04/10/2022 b; SWI 19/07/2022; INE 11/07/2022). In Nicaragua, 30% 
of the population lives in poverty and 8% in extreme poverty; 50% of the rural population 
lives below the poverty line, and 11.5% lives in extreme poverty (The Borgen Project 09/07/2020). 
Poverty rates increased during COVID-19 and are likely to increase further because of climate 
hazards, armed violence, and the increasing number of people in need and on the move.

INFORMATION GAPS 

People on the move: there is uncertainty about the exact number of people on the move in the 
region. Figures are from government sources and only include people asking for asylum or 
granted refugee status, excluding migrants and asylum seekers in transit. Regarding internal 
displacements, there are no up-to-date figures on people moving as a result of violence in 
Honduras. Existing estimations have not been updated since 2018 (IDMC accessed 15/12/2021). 

Nicaragua: there are important information gaps in Nicaragua. The Government does not 
publish updated IDP figures, and people are also reluctant to disclaim their status. The 
Humanitarian Needs Overview is only partial as several sectors in Nicaragua, including health 
and education, have denounced that the Government is taking measures against COVID-19 
crisis management critics and those who question official figures (El País 25/03/2021; DW 
23/07/2021). These denouncements, coupled with the lack of official data on health, security, 
and various other sectors, mean that there are large information gaps about people’s 
situations (EE 30/11/2022; Expediente Público 02/07/2020).

https://www.bloomberglinea.com/2022/11/10/inflacion-en-centroamerica-a-octubre-que-impacta-el-poder-de-compra/
https://www.bloomberglinea.com/2022/11/10/inflacion-en-centroamerica-a-octubre-que-impacta-el-poder-de-compra/
https://forbes.co/2022/05/23/actualidad/la-caida-del-bitcoin-agudiza-la-crisis-fiscal-en-el-salvador-dice-economista/#:~:text=Se%C3%B1al%C3%B3%20que%20%E2%80%9Cel%20miedo%2C%20hoy,de%20100%20millones%20de%20d%C3%B3lares.
https://www.eltiempo.com/mundo/latinoamerica/por-que-la-caida-del-bitcoin-tiene-en-crisis-economica-a-el-salvador-672026
https://www.eltiempo.com/mundo/latinoamerica/por-que-la-caida-del-bitcoin-tiene-en-crisis-economica-a-el-salvador-672026
https://expansion.mx/mundo/2022/06/21/el-salvador-bitcoin-crisis
https://elpais.com/america/economia/2022-05-09/el-mercado-augura-un-default-de-el-salvador-por-su-matrimonio-con-el-bitcoin.html
https://www.bloomberglinea.com/2022/11/08/costo-de-canasta-basica-alimentaria-en-guatemala-cerrara-el-ano-con-15-de-aumento/
https://www.laprensa.hn/premium/honduras-inflacion-alimentos-transporte-panorama-2023-economia-cifras-KH11160183
https://www.secmca.org/informe/reporte-mensual-inflacion-regional/
https://www.laprensani.com/2022/12/23/economia/3081974-nicaragua-con-la-inflacion-mas-alta-del-istmo-mientras-el-regimen-minimiza-panorama-economico-internacional
https://www.articulo66.com/2022/11/15/canasta-basica-nicaragua-encarece-otubre-2022/
https://www.bancomundial.org/es/country/nicaragua/overview
https://www.eleconomista.net/economia/La-perspectiva-economica-de-Nicaragua-es-favorable-segun-una-mision-del-FMI-20221118-0017.html
https://www.bancomundial.org/es/country/elsalvador/overview#:~:text=La%20tasa%20de%20pobreza%20(basada,5%20por%20ciento%20en%202019.
https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/centroam%C3%A9rica-desigualdad_centroam%C3%A9rica--reino-de-la-pobreza-y-la-desigualdad-social-/47764974
https://www.ine.gob.hn/V3/2022/07/11/boletin-de-prensa-dia-de-la-poblacion/
https://borgenproject.org/5-causes-of-poverty-in-nicaragua/
https://www.internal-displacement.org/sites/default/files/figures-analysis-2021-hnd.pdf
https://elpais.com/planeta-futuro/2021-03-25/las-nefastas-consecuencias-de-no-cerrar-las-aulas-durante-la-pandemia-en-nicaragua.html
https://www.dw.com/es/nicaragua-amenazan-con-aplicar-ley-a-m%C3%A9dicos-cr%C3%ADticos/a-58605028
https://www.dw.com/es/nicaragua-amenazan-con-aplicar-ley-a-m%C3%A9dicos-cr%C3%ADticos/a-58605028
https://www.elespectador.com/mundo/america/en-nicaragua-se-ha-naturalizado-el-abuso-sexual-contra-ninas-y-adolescentes-noticias-hoy/
https://www.expedientepublico.org/los-desplazados-internos-las-victimas-invisibles-de-la-represion-en-nicaragua/
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MIGRATION FROM AND THROUGH EL SALVADOR, GUATEMALA, HONDURAS AND NICARAGUA
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