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CRISIS IMPACT OVERVIEW

On 8 October, category one hurricane Julia swept through La Guajira department 
in northeastern Colombia, with extreme rainfall and maximum sustained winds 
of 65km/h that caused flooding (Reuters 07/10/2022; TeleSUR 07/10/2022; ECHO 
07/10/2022). The hurricane affected over 159,000 people. Uribia municipality 
faced the highest impact with at least 22,000 people affected as at 8 October 
(El Universal 08/10/2022; OCHA 09/10/2022). The number of households affected in 
Uribia increased from 3,000 on 8 October to 5,000 households on 10 October 
(EE 10/10/2022; El Universal 08/10/2022). Over 60% of the affected population are 
Wayúu indigenous people, 12% are Venezuelan migrants and refugees, and 
40% are children and adolescents (OCHA 09/10/2022).

On 9 October, the regional government of La Guajira declared a ‘public 
calamity’ in at least eight municipalities; Riohacha, Uribia, Albania, Hatonuevo, 
Distracción, Dibulla, Maicao, and Manaure are among those that have reported 
damages (UNGRD 10/10/2022; EE 10/10/2022). Several other municipalities have 
also reported damages, but the extent is currently unclear. 

The Colombian Government is still evaluating the damages and response 
strategies (Cruz Roja Colombiana 10/10/2022; Canal Institucional TV 11/10/2022). The 
number of houses damaged oscillates between 5,400 and 6,400, with more than 
170 completely destroyed. The hurricane has also affected one health centre 
(UNGRD 10/10/2022; Radio Nacional 09/10/2022). As at 12 October, municipalities 
such as Uribia had not received any aid and had limited access to water, food, 
and health facilities (Defensoria del Pueblo 12/10/2022; EE 12/10/2022).

ANTICIPATED SCOPE AND SCALE

• Since the end of August, heavy rains and subsequent flash floods from the 
second annual rainy season and natural phenomenon La Niña, expected to 
continue until November, have been affecting La Guajira department (OCHA 
09/10/2022; El Heraldo 04/10/2022).

• The winds of Hurricane Julia affected the people living in the highest areas 
of La Guajira the most. Since the rainy season is expected to continue until 
November, there may be a risk of landslides for these communities (EE 
10/10/2022).

• Connection and communication with rural communities are likely to 
remain disrupted because of continuing heavy rainfall (RCNRadio 11/10/2022; 
El Heraldo 11/10/2022).

HUMANITARIAN CONSTRAINTS

• Damage to roads and bridges have isolated some communities. 80% of 
families in Uribia are reported to be inaccessible (EE 10/10/2022). Road 
damage has constrained humanitarian aid delivery to the affected areas 
and information-gathering on the situation (OCHA 09/10/2022). Materials and 
urgent action are needed to restore the roads. Aid has had to be transported 
by air to some communities (RCNRadio 11/10/2022; Radio Nacional 09/10/2022).

• Armed groups have stolen NGO vehicles in the border area between La 
Guajira and Venezuela (SWI 08/06/2022).

https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/tropical-storm-julia-forms-off-guajira-peninsula-colombia-nhc-2022-10-07/
https://www.telesurenglish.net/news/Tropical-Storm-Julia-Could-Become-a-Hurricane-This-Weekend-20221007-0010.html
https://reliefweb.int/report/colombia/leeward-antilles-venezuela-colombia-nicaragua-honduras-tropical-cyclone-thirteen-gdacs-noaa-echo-daily-flash-7-october-2022
https://reliefweb.int/report/colombia/leeward-antilles-venezuela-colombia-nicaragua-honduras-tropical-cyclone-thirteen-gdacs-noaa-echo-daily-flash-7-october-2022
https://www.eluniversal.com.co/colombia/tormenta-tropical-julia-se-declara-estado-de-calamidad-publica-en-la-guajira-MC7316592
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/colombia/document/inundaci%C3%B3n-por-ola-invernal-con-ocasi%C3%B3n-de-ciclones-tropicales-en-los
https://www.elespectador.com/ambiente/calamidad-publica-en-uribia-por-paso-de-julia-reportan-5000-familias-damnificadas/
https://www.eluniversal.com.co/colombia/tormenta-tropical-julia-se-declara-estado-de-calamidad-publica-en-la-guajira-MC7316592
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/colombia/document/inundaci%C3%B3n-por-ola-invernal-con-ocasi%C3%B3n-de-ciclones-tropicales-en-los
http://portal.gestiondelriesgo.gov.co/Paginas/Noticias/2022/Balance-de-Afectaciones-que-dejaron-la-Tormenta-Tropical-y-Huracan-Julia-a-su-paso-por-el-caribe-colombiano.aspx
https://www.elespectador.com/ambiente/calamidad-publica-en-uribia-por-paso-de-julia-reportan-5000-familias-damnificadas/
https://reliefweb.int/report/colombia/atencion-huracan-julia-pasa-de-nivel-de-alarma-aviso-tras-paso-por-el-caribe-colombiano
https://www.canalinstitucional.tv/noticias/balance-afectacion-san-andres-guajira-huracan-julia
http://portal.gestiondelriesgo.gov.co/Paginas/Noticias/2022/Balance-de-Afectaciones-que-dejaron-la-Tormenta-Tropical-y-Huracan-Julia-a-su-paso-por-el-caribe-colombiano.aspx
https://www.radionacional.co/noticias-colombia/llegan-primeras-ayudas-humanitarias-la-guajira-luego-de-huracan-julia
https://www.defensoria.gov.co/web/guest/-/defensor%C3%ADa-evidenci%C3%B3-que-ayudas-humanitarias-todav%C3%ADa-no-han-llegado-a-las-comunidades-del-asentamiento-3-de-abril-en-uribia-la-guajira?redirect=%2F
https://www.elespectador.com/colombia/mas-regiones/ayudas-humanitarias-aun-no-llegan-a-uribia-la-guajira/
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/colombia/document/inundaci%C3%B3n-por-ola-invernal-con-ocasi%C3%B3n-de-ciclones-tropicales-en-los
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/colombia/document/inundaci%C3%B3n-por-ola-invernal-con-ocasi%C3%B3n-de-ciclones-tropicales-en-los
https://www.elheraldo.co/barranquilla/fenomeno-de-la-nina-se-extendera-la-segunda-temporada-de-lluvias-943709
https://www.elespectador.com/ambiente/calamidad-publica-en-uribia-por-paso-de-julia-reportan-5000-familias-damnificadas/
https://www.elespectador.com/ambiente/calamidad-publica-en-uribia-por-paso-de-julia-reportan-5000-familias-damnificadas/
https://www.rcnradio.com/colombia/caribe/graves-danos-en-vias-impiden-llegada-de-ayudas-de-forma-terrestre-gobernador-de-la
https://www.elheraldo.co/colombia/hay-desabastecimiento-en-la-guajira-ya-son-16000-las-familias-damnificadas-945465
https://www.elespectador.com/ambiente/calamidad-publica-en-uribia-por-paso-de-julia-reportan-5000-familias-damnificadas/
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/colombia/document/inundaci%C3%B3n-por-ola-invernal-con-ocasi%C3%B3n-de-ciclones-tropicales-en-los
https://www.rcnradio.com/colombia/caribe/graves-danos-en-vias-impiden-llegada-de-ayudas-de-forma-terrestre-gobernador-de-la
https://www.radionacional.co/noticias-colombia/llegan-primeras-ayudas-humanitarias-la-guajira-luego-de-huracan-julia
https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/venezuela-crisis_grupo-armado-asalta-a-miembros-de-una-ong-en-regi%C3%B3n-fronteriza-de-venezuela/47658636
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SECTORAL NEEDS

Shelter

According to the Colombian Government, as at 10 October, the hurricane destroyed 174 
houses and damaged over 5,200 (UNGRD 10/10/2022). Local sources, however, report over 
6,400 damaged houses (Radio Nacional 09/10/2022). The hurricane damaged more than 
500 houses in Uribia municipality alone (EE 10/10/2022; Defensoría del Pueblo 09/10/2022). 
Many affected people are in the Aipiamana shelter located in Uribia (Blu Radio 09/10/2022). 
Information on the number of houses affected in Riohacha, where the highest percentage of 
La Guarija’s population lives, is currently unavailable, but more than 25 neighbourhoods were 
flooded in the municipality. Among the affected population, many are Venezuelan migrants 
and refugees and Wayúu indigenous people already facing compounding vulnerabilities (EE 
10/10/2022). Flooding also disproportionately damages shelters and buildings in the region. 
Between 40–70% of houses in La Guajira department do not have water-resistant walls, as 
the materials used to build houses in the area (bahareque and mud) dissolve in water (DANE 
16/04/2022; Perez et al. 10/2018). As the flood waters start to recede, structures may collapse, 
posing a risk of death and injury to affected communities.

Some affected communities have settled on empty lots, as they do not have access to 
materials to construct temporary shelters (OCHA 09/10/2022). Some people have evacuated to 
urban areas, although the exact numbers are unclear.

There is a need for NFIs, such as kits with blankets, mats, tarpaulins, hammocks, blankets, 
mattresses, raincoats, and solar lamps (OCHA 09/10/2022). 

WASH

A combination of prolonged heavy rainfall, flooding, and the impact of the hurricane has 
affected pre-existing WASH interventions. Minimum WASH standards must be ensured 
in housing, community spaces, and temporary shelters; they require access to safe water, 
storage, and solid waste management (OCHA 09/10/2022). The sewage system in Riohacha 
has collapsed, and the population’s access to water is limited (Diario del Cesar 10/10/2022; Radio 
Nacional 08/10/2022). 

In 2021, only 20% of the population of La Guajira had access to drinking water. In 2020, 
4% of the Wayúu indigenous people living in dispersed rural areas had access to drinking 
water (EE 06/10/2022; HRW 13/08/2022). As the rainy season continues, further flooding will 
likely aggravate the current impacts and increase the need for drinking water and waste 
management in affected areas. 

Health

The hurricane has affected one health centre, but there is currently no information available 
on its location and the degree of impact (UNGRD 10/10/2022). The health cluster, which 
comprises five organisations, has reported having the capacity to respond to only 2,200 
affected people (IMMAP et al. 29/06/2022).

Overflowing rivers have cut off the villages of Castilletes, Nazareth, Punta Espada, Puerto 
Estrella, and Siapana. Several people need urgent health assistance, but flooded roads 
hinder their mobility and access to healthcare (El Heraldo 07/10/2022; El Tiempo 06/10/2022). For 
some people, the journey to the closest health centre takes more than 28 hours (El Tiempo 
10/10/2022).

People in isolated communities have been using storage tank lids to float on flooded water 
and transport themselves to access assistance, increasing the risk of accidents and injury, 
particularly for children (OCHA 09/10/2022).

The floods and constant rainfall have also caused the proliferation of the hazardous giant 
African snail in the region, which can constitute a risk to human health. People unaware of its 
danger touch it with their hands, risking contact with a gelatinous fluid that leaves a colony 
of bacteria, causing lethal infections such as meningoencephalitis (El Heraldo 08/10/2022; LGH 
08/10/2022).

As the affected communities have been experiencing compounding environmental hazards 
over the recent months, such as flash floods, there is a likelihood of outbreaks of waterborne 
diseases. 

Food security

With the arrival of Hurricane Julia, food security has deteriorated. As a result, families 
and children have since been eating one meal per day or none at all (Caracol Noticias Youtube 
12/10/2022). The floods that resulted from Hurricane Julia and the rainfall from La Niña have 
affected food access for families surviving on subsistence crops. There is no information 
available on the total number of hectares affected, although at least 30 agricultural hectares 
have been reported as damaged (Radio Nacional 09/10/2022).

http://portal.gestiondelriesgo.gov.co/Paginas/Noticias/2022/Balance-de-Afectaciones-que-dejaron-la-Tormenta-Tropical-y-Huracan-Julia-a-su-paso-por-el-caribe-colombiano.aspx
https://www.radionacional.co/noticias-colombia/llegan-primeras-ayudas-humanitarias-la-guajira-luego-de-huracan-julia
https://www.elespectador.com/ambiente/calamidad-publica-en-uribia-por-paso-de-julia-reportan-5000-familias-damnificadas/
https://www.defensoria.gov.co/web/guest/-/defensor%C3%ADa-del-pueblo-urge-atenci%C3%B3n-inmediata-en-la-guajira-por-afectaciones-de-la-tormenta-julia?redirect=%2F
https://www.bluradio.com/blu360/caribe/evacuan-a-cientos-de-familias-en-uribia-la-guajira-por-el-desbordamiento-de-varios-arroyos-rg10
https://www.elespectador.com/ambiente/calamidad-publica-en-uribia-por-paso-de-julia-reportan-5000-familias-damnificadas/
https://www.elespectador.com/ambiente/calamidad-publica-en-uribia-por-paso-de-julia-reportan-5000-familias-damnificadas/
https://www.dane.gov.co/files/investigaciones/deficit-habitacional/deficit-hab-2020-boletin.pdf
https://www.dane.gov.co/files/investigaciones/deficit-habitacional/deficit-hab-2020-boletin.pdf
https://www.scielo.cl/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S0718-07642018000500187&lng=en&nrm=iso&tlng=en
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/colombia/document/inundaci%C3%B3n-por-ola-invernal-con-ocasi%C3%B3n-de-ciclones-tropicales-en-los
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/colombia/document/inundaci%C3%B3n-por-ola-invernal-con-ocasi%C3%B3n-de-ciclones-tropicales-en-los
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/colombia/document/inundaci%C3%B3n-por-ola-invernal-con-ocasi%C3%B3n-de-ciclones-tropicales-en-los
https://www.diariodelcesar.com/archivos/204588/sube-a-5-000-cifra-de-familias-damnificadas-en-la-guajira-por-paso-de-julia/
https://www.radionacional.co/noticias-colombia/declaran-calamidad-publica-en-la-guajira-por-afectaciones-de-la-tormenta-julia
https://www.radionacional.co/noticias-colombia/declaran-calamidad-publica-en-la-guajira-por-afectaciones-de-la-tormenta-julia
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/08/13/colombia-indigenous-kids-risk-malnutrition-death
http://portal.gestiondelriesgo.gov.co/Paginas/Noticias/2022/Balance-de-Afectaciones-que-dejaron-la-Tormenta-Tropical-y-Huracan-Julia-a-su-paso-por-el-caribe-colombiano.aspx
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/colombia/infographic/colombia-capacidad-de-respuesta-del-cl%C3%BAster-de-salud-ante-emergencia
https://www.elheraldo.co/la-guajira/tormenta-julia-lluvias-imposibilitan-traslado-de-pacientes-en-uribia-la-guajira-944541
https://www.eltiempo.com/colombia/otras-ciudades/lluvias-incomunican-a-la-alta-guajira-piden-traslado-de-pacientes-707863
https://www.eltiempo.com/colombia/otras-ciudades/petro-llega-a-la-guajira-para-analizar-situacion-de-familias-afectadas-708741
https://www.eltiempo.com/colombia/otras-ciudades/petro-llega-a-la-guajira-para-analizar-situacion-de-familias-afectadas-708741
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/colombia/document/inundaci%C3%B3n-por-ola-invernal-con-ocasi%C3%B3n-de-ciclones-tropicales-en-los
https://www.elheraldo.co/la-guajira/la-guajira-fuertes-lluvias-dispararon-invasion-de-caracol-africano-944885
https://laguajirahoy.com/medio-ambiente/corpoguajira-imparte-recomendaciones-ante-aumento-de-la-poblacion-de-caracol-gigante-africano.html
https://laguajirahoy.com/medio-ambiente/corpoguajira-imparte-recomendaciones-ante-aumento-de-la-poblacion-de-caracol-gigante-africano.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0nBdibOySJ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0nBdibOySJ8
https://www.radionacional.co/noticias-colombia/llegan-primeras-ayudas-humanitarias-la-guajira-luego-de-huracan-julia
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AGGRAVATING FACTORS

Environmental hazards

This region is prone to environmental hazards, with flooding being the most frequent. 
Because of the type of soil in the area, La Guajira department often experiences flooding 
from heavy rainfall (Government of La Guajira 2012). The region has two rainy seasons per year, 
the first between April–May and the second between September–November. The recovery 
period between rainy seasons may be insufficient for communities suffering from multiple 
floodings.

This region also often faces extreme heat and drought that affect water sources. In 2021, 
over 400 families in Uribia lacked access to drinking water and had to walk long distances 
to get it (Infobae 25/01/2022 and 10/03/2021). The constant impact of environmental hazards 
hinders the population’s ability to fully address the effects on their livelihoods (OCHA/UNCT 
Colombia 12/05/2022).

Vulnerable populations

Hurricane Julia and the rainfall from La Niña have affected at least 19,600 Venezuelan 
migrants and refugees (OCHA 09/10/2022). La Guajira has the fifth largest Venezuelan 
population in Colombia, with 150,806 people distributed in its 15 municipalities. Over 47,000 
Venezuelan migrants and refugees are in Riohacha, one of the areas that Hurricane Julia 
affected the most (GIFMM/R4V 05/08/2021). A large portion of the migrant population lives in 
settlements in unhabitable areas, which do not provide sufficient protection from inclement 
weather and are susceptible to damage because of the construction materials used (El 
Tiempo 06/11/2020).

La Guajira is also home to roughly 98% (380,460 people) of the Wayúu indigenous population 
of Colombia. They are mainly concentrated in Maicao, Manaure, Riohacha, and Uribia, which 
are also among the municipalities that Hurricane Julia affected the most (Mincultura accessed 
12/10/2022). 

Malnutrition

La Guajira is the department with the highest cases of malnutrition and food insecurity 
among children in Colombia. An estimated 197 children under five years of age died of 
malnutrition in the first nine months of 2022 (EE 07/09/2022). This number is an 82.4% increase 
from the same time in 2021 (EE 07/09/2022; Defensoria del Pueblo 06/09/2022). In 2021, there were 
over 1,300 children under five years of age (924 of whom were indigenous) with malnutrition 
(OCHA 12/05/2022).

Armed groups

Several armed groups in the region dispute control over the territory and the border with 
Venezuela, restricting people’s mobility (OCHA 12/05/2022; ICG 14/12/2020). In June 2022, 
an armed group attacked a humanitarian NGO in the border region in the state of Zulia, 
Venezuela (SWI 08/06/2022; OCHA 12/05/2022). Since 2019, Maicao has been on alert because 
of the presence of armed groups seeking to control the irregular crossings from and to 
Venezuela (Defensoría del Pueblo 16/09/2019). In 2021, there were three massacres involving 
armed groups. In March 2022, armed group attacks killed three members of the Wayúu 
indigenous community (Indepaz 30/09/2022; Infobae 02/03/2022).

https://repositorio.gestiondelriesgo.gov.co/bitstream/handle/20.500.11762/381/PDGR%20La%20Guajira.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.infobae.com/america/colombia/2022/01/25/comunidades-indigenas-de-la-guajira-llevan-un-ano-sin-agua/
https://www.infobae.com/america/colombia/2021/03/10/fuerte-temporada-de-sequia-en-la-guajira-afecto-los-reservorios-de-agua-de-los-wayuu/
https://reliefweb.int/report/colombia/colombia-briefing-departamental-la-guajira-enero-diciembre-de-2021
https://reliefweb.int/report/colombia/colombia-briefing-departamental-la-guajira-enero-diciembre-de-2021
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/colombia/document/inundaci%C3%B3n-por-ola-invernal-con-ocasi%C3%B3n-de-ciclones-tropicales-en-los
https://reliefweb.int/report/colombia/la-guajira-refugiados-y-migrantes-venezolanos-enero-marzo-2021
https://www.eltiempo.com/colombia/otras-ciudades/inundaciones-causan-emergencia-en-la-guajira-547502
https://www.eltiempo.com/colombia/otras-ciudades/inundaciones-causan-emergencia-en-la-guajira-547502
https://www.mincultura.gov.co/prensa/noticias/Documents/Poblaciones/PUEBLO%20WAY%C3%9AU.pdf
https://www.mincultura.gov.co/prensa/noticias/Documents/Poblaciones/PUEBLO%20WAY%C3%9AU.pdf
https://www.elespectador.com/colombia/mas-regiones/la-guajira-es-el-departamento-con-mayor-muertes-por-desnutricion-infantil/
https://www.elespectador.com/colombia/mas-regiones/la-guajira-es-el-departamento-con-mayor-muertes-por-desnutricion-infantil/
https://www.defensoria.gov.co/-/el-defensor-del-pueblo-pide-medidas-urgentes-ante-elevado-aumento-de-muertes-de-ni%C3%B1os-por-causas-asociadas-a-desnutrici%C3%B3n
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/colombia/document/colombia-briefing-departamental-la-guajira-enero-diciembre-2021
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/colombia/document/colombia-briefing-departamental-la-guajira-enero-diciembre-2021
https://www.crisisgroup.org/latin-america-caribbean/andes/colombia/84-disorder-border-keeping-peace-between-colombia-and-venezuela
https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/venezuela-crisis_grupo-armado-asalta-a-miembros-de-una-ong-en-regi%C3%B3n-fronteriza-de-venezuela/47658636
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/colombia/document/colombia-briefing-departamental-la-guajira-enero-diciembre-2021
https://alertastempranas.defensoria.gov.co/Alerta/Details/91702
https://indepaz.org.co/informe-de-masacres-en-colombia-durante-el-2020-2021/
https://www.infobae.com/america/colombia/2022/03/02/en-maicao-la-guajira-se-presento-la-masacre-20-en-colombia-durante-2022/
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MOST AFFECTED MUNICIPALITIES IN LA GUAJIRA

Source: OCHA (09/10/2022)

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/colombia/document/inundaci%C3%B3n-por-ola-invernal-con-ocasi%C3%B3n-de-ciclones-tropicales-en-los

