NIGERIA

Floods Update I

Briefing note – 26 September 2018

Since the publication of ACAPS Nigeria Floods Briefing Note on 21 September, river levels in most of the 12 affected states
remain high due to flooding, which has affected 441,250 people, and displaced 141,360 people between late August and 24
September. A total of 108 deaths and 192 injuries have been reported as of late August. Rainfall is expected to continue for
the next week. Rivers and Bayelsa states are estimated to be among the worst affected states where water levels continue to
rise. Initial assessments indicate that 13,030 homes were damaged or destroyed across all affected states as of late August.
Shelter, food, NFIs, and medical assistance continue to be key needs for the affected population (NEMA 24/09/2018; ERCC;
24/09/2018).

States
Adamawa
Anambra
Bayelsa
Benue
Delta
Edo
Kebbi
Kogi
Kwara
Niger
Rivers
Taraba
Total

Affected population
Awaiting info
64,331
Awaiting info
2,201
37,017
31,113
94,991
118,199
41,680
51,719
Awaiting info
Awaiting info
441,251

(NEMA 24/09/2018)

Forecast
Between September 26-28, light rainfall is expected in
northern and central parts of Nigeria, while in the
southernmost states up to 40mm of moderate rainfall is
expected. River levels in Niger are likely to remain high due
to the high inflow coming from the upper part of the river.
This would cause the Kainji and Jebba dams to be released,
leading to severe flooding. Water levels within Benue river
are still within normal range. The situation could deteriorate
significantly if the Lagdo dam in Cameroon, upstream of
Benue river, reaches maximum retention capacity, as it
would be forced to release water, affecting Delta, Bayelsa,
Rivers and Adamawa states. Latest forecasts indicate this
is unlikely within the next weeks (European Commission
24/09/2018).

Key priorities

Humanitarian constraints

+441,000

Widespread flooding of the main roads is
constraining humanitarian access and will
likely delay response.

people affected

+141,000
IDPs

+13,000

Limitations

homes damaged

+122,600

hectares of agricultural
land damaged

Assessments are ongoing, therefore there is still a lack of data on the
affected and displaced population. This makes it difficult to ascertain the
full impact of the floods and severity of humanitarian need. Due to the
ongoing assessments, the number of the affected and displaced
population is expected to rise. It is not possible to accurately assess how
the level of need has changed over the past week based on available data.

Any questions? Please contact our senior analyst, Jude Sweeney: js@acaps.org / +41 78 783 48 25
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Crisis impact
Since the publication of ACAPS Nigeria Floods Briefing Note on 21 September,
widespread flooding due to ongoing rainfall has affected 441,250 people and displaced
141,400 people in Adamawa, Anambra, Bayelsa, Benue, Delta, Edo, Kebbi, Kogi, Kwara,
Niger, Rivers, and Taraba states since late August (NEMA 24/09/2018; ERCC; 24/09/2018).
As of 24 September, flooding across 12 states and 50 Local Government Areas (LGAs)
in central and southern Nigeria has caused 108 deaths and 192 injuries (NEMA 24/09/2018).
Across all affected states, there is an urgent need for shelter, with around 13,000 houses
damaged (NEMA 24/09/2018). The affected population has lost household and personal
belongings. The floods have caused considerable damage to agricultural land across
Nigeria, with 122,650 hectares of agricultural land destroyed. In addition to shelter, there
is an urgent need for food, NFIs and medicine (NEMA 24/09/2018). The flooding is
widespread and the situation is rapidly evolving. As assessments are ongoing, the
number of affected people is expected to further increase.
Initial assessments indicate that Rivers and Bayelsa are amongst the most affected
states. Water levels continue to rise in Rivers and Bayelsa. As of 24 September, water
levels in lower Benue state have subsided to 10m, compared to 11m on 21 September.
The Niger River in Lokoja city, Kogi state, has not receded, recording water levels of
11.05m on 24 September (NEMA 24/09/2018). Light to moderate rainfall is expected to
continue until early October.
Shelter: Flooding has displaced around 141,400 people across the 12 affected states, of
which 80,600 people are estimated to be living with friends and family (NEMA 24/09/2018).
Over 13,000 houses have been partially or totally damaged. IDPs have relocated to
emergency shelters, such as LGA offices, schools, stadiums and churches. Some of the
affected population is staying in IDP camps that have been recently constructed by the
Presidential Committee on Flood Relief and Rehabilitation (NEMA 21/09/2018). As
assessments are ongoing, and water levels continue to rise in Rivers and Bayelsa states,
the amount of houses damaged, which are typically built with mud and thatch roods, is
likely to increase (IFCR 23/09/2018). The affected population are in urgent need of shelter
support and NFIs, such as blankets, mats, hygiene kits and kitchen sets (IFCR 23/09/2018).
Livelihood: New estimates indicate that 122,650 hectares of agricultural land have been
flooded across central and southern Nigeria. Crops were destroyed before the harvesting
season begins in October (NYTimes 17/08/2018). This makes the affected population more
vulnerable to food insecurity, and negatively impacts the livelihoods of farmers. Flooding
is also likely to affect other livelihoods, such as fishers and petty traders.
Food: There continues to be an urgent need for food assistance for IDPs across all
affected states. Severe flood damage to agricultural crops means there is a risk that

some communities will experience increased food insecurity throughout the harvest
season (Daily Trust 20/09/2018). There are still no reports on whether markets that have been
flooded have closed. Transportation of food is likely to be severely restricted because
main roads have been flooded.
Health: Since the publication of the briefing note on 21 September, 192 injuries have been
reported since late August. Flood affected victims are likely to be in urgent medical care,
as a result of injuries and the risk of outbreaks made worse due to the extensive flooding.
Health care support is particularly needed in IDP camps (IFCR 23/09/2018).
The risk that diarrhoea and cholera will spread remains high, as water levels continue to
rise in Rivers and Bayelsa and have mostly not subsided in other communities.
Particularly in more populated areas, and overcrowded IDP camps where WASH facilities
are inadequate, there continues to be a high concern of cholera spreading further. There
have been reports of an increase in diarrhoea cases in four of the flood-affected states
(IFCR 23/09/2018). There is a lack of geographical information and data indicating which
states are affected by the spike in diarrhoea cases.
27,930 cases of suspected cholera were reported between 1 January and 10 September
countrywide (NCDC 10/09/2018). Between 1 January and 10 September, suspected cholera
cases were reported in the flood affected states of Adamawa (2,002), Anambra (23),
Bayelsa (no data), Benue (no data), Delta (no data), Edo (no data), Kebbi (198), Kogi (102),
Kwara (no data), Niger (547), Rivers (no data), and Taraba (no data). (NCDC 10/09/2018). In
Adamawa, an increase of 119 suspected cholera cases was observed between 17-23
September, most likely due to flooding facilitating the spread (Adamawa State Ministry of Health
23/09/2018)

As flooding has not receded, the escalation of vector-borne diseases, such as malaria,
dengue and-or West Nile fever remains a concern (WHO 2018). The Government recently
confirmed that the malaria cases have increased due to the floods (IFCR 23/09/2018). The
current malaria incidence in Nigeria is 380.8/1,000 (2015) (PMI 2017). A distribution of
mosquito nets for the flood affected population has been identified as a key priority (NEMA
24-09-2018 NaijaNews 18/09/2018).

Since the publication of ACAPS Nigeria Floods Briefing Note on 21 September, there have
been additional reports in local media sources that indicate antenatal care for pregnant
women remains a key concern. This was reported in Uzanu community, Estako East LGA,
Edo state and in Ogbaru, Amambra (Pulse 15/09/2018).
There is a need for psychosocial support, as flood victims have lost or been separated
from their loved ones (IFCR 23/09/2018).
WASH: The displaced population is still staying in emergency shelters, such LGA offices,
stadiums, schools and churches, which have inadequate sanitation facilities and are in
2

ACAPS Briefing Note: Floods in Nigeria, update I

urgent need of safe water. In most of the affected states, water sources have been
contaminated by flooding (IFCR 23/09/2018). There is a lack of data on the potential amount
of damaged water points.

Food security figures: Most households outside northeast Nigeria face Minimal (IPC
Phase 1) acute food insecurity. In Borno, Adamawa and Yobe states, Crisis (IPC Phase
3) and Emergency (IPC Phase 4) outcomes continue. (FEWS NET 01/07/2018).

Education: Schools continue to be used as evacuation centres across all affected states.
On 18 September, primary and secondary schools were closed in Ogbaru, Southern
Anambra state as a safety measure, following floods that displaced more than 1,1000
people (OCHA 24/09/2018). Considering the ongoing flooding, it is likely that many schools
have been damaged by flooding (Premium Times 19/09/2018).

Nutrition levels. Prevalence of severe wasting, weight for height (% of children under 5):
2.9 (2017)
Prevalence of wasting, weight for height (% of children under 5): 10.6 (2017)
Prevalence of stunting, height for age (% of children under 5): 43.6 (2017)
Prevalence of undernourishment (% of population): 7.9 (2015)

Protection: While there is no disaggregated data available on the amount of women and
girls affected by the floods, it is likely that this group is disproportionately affected.
Women and girls that are displaced and staying in IDP camps continue to be at increased
risk to gender-based violence. Overcrowding at IDP camps, with a lack of privacy and
inadequate toilets and washing facilities, increases the risks and vulnerability of women
and girls to gender-based violence, sexual exploitation and abuse (UNHCR 12/2017; OCHA

Health statistics: Mortality rate attributed to unsafe water, sanitation and lack of hygiene
(per 100,000 population): 68.6 (2017)

2016).

Impact on critical infrastructure
Since the start of the rainy season, in June, main roads have been flooded and bridges
collapsed (Vanguard 15/09/2018). As water levels have not subsided and heavy rainfall is
expected to continue until the beginning of October, main roads continue to be flooded
across all affected states.
Power and telecommunications are affected in some of the flood-affected states. The
Okpai Gas Independent Power Plant in Ndokwa East Council, Delta State, with power
supply to Aso Villa, Abuja has been flooded (TheGuardian 25/09/2018). Communities in
Kdokwa West and Ukwuani councils are also affected by the power cut.
Some LGA offices in affected areas are also likely to be impacted, as they are being
used as emergency shelters for the flood affected population.

Key characteristics
Demographic profile:
Poverty gap at national poverty lines (%): 17 (2009)
Rural poverty gap at national poverty lines (%): 20.1 (2009)
Urban poverty gap at national poverty lines (%): 11.6 (2009)
Poverty headcount ratio at USD 3.20 a day (2011 PPP) (% of population): 77.6 (2009)
Poverty headcount ratio at USD 1.90 a day (2011 PPP) (% of population): 53.5 (2009)

WASH statistics: People practicing open defecation (% of population): 25.5 (2015)
Incidence of malaria (per 1,000 population at risk): 380.8 (2015)
People using safely managed drinking water services (% of population): 19.4 (2015)
Lighting and cooking sources: People using safely managed drinking water services (%
of population): 19.4 (2015)
People using at least basic drinking water services (% of population): 67.3 (2015)
Access to electricity (% of population): 59.3 (2016)
(Source: World Bank 2015)

Response capacity
Local and national response capacity
The National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) is the coordinating agency for
emergency management in Nigeria. The agency has organised coordination meetings to
oversee initial assessment and response. NEMA has set up five emergency operation
centres (EOC) to coordinate the ongoing search and rescue, and to facilitate
humanitarian response to those affected by the floods (CNN 18/09/2018). Each EOC will
oversee the operations of two to three states. The state emergency management
agencies have continued providing relief material to the affected population. The EOCs
are providing daily reports on the situation in each of the different states (NEMA 21/09/2018;
SunNewsOnline 18/09/2018).

The Nigeria Security and Civil Defence Corps (NSCDC) has deployed officers in its
disaster department to flood-affected areas, including Kogi, Niger, Delta and Anambra
states (RipplesNigeria 19/09/2018).
The Nigerian Army Emergency Response Team continues to address the needs of the
affected population in flood-affected areas, including in Anambra (Vanguardngr 19/09/2018).
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The army is supporting the government with technical assistance including the
deployment of helicopters. The Nigerian army at IDP camps will also provide security
support (Vanguardngr 19/09/2018).
The Vice President of Nigeria, Yemi Osinbajo, stated during his visit to an IDP camp on
24 September in Korton Karfe, Kogi State that the federal government intends to provide
livelihood assistance to those who lost their farmland and their homes, once the flood
recedes. Promises were also made that the federal and state government will provide
medical support (NaijaNews 25/09/2018).

indicate that they have reopened. There are no reports on whether the markets that have
been flooded are closed and no longer functional.
There is no information on local and national NGOs responding to the flood-affected
population.

The National Red Crescent Society, in coordination with the ICRC and IFRC will provide
lifesaving support to 50,000 households in Kogi, Niger, Anambra and Delta states. Local
and National humanitarian organisations are likely to be on stand-by for response (IFRC
23/09/2018; The Nation 20/09/2018).

International response capacity
On 18 September, the Copernicus Emergency Management Service (EMSR315) was
activated for the Nigeria floods (DG ECHO 21/09/2018). UN agencies, INGOs and the
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) are supporting
NEMA, through the provision of technical support and/or assistance of the affected
population across the sectors.

Information gaps and needs
Most available data summarises the impact of the flooding in Nigeria and does not give
a geographical breakdown of the displaced populations, infrastructural damage (power
and telecommunications) and fatalities.
There is a lack of information on the displaced people. An estimated figure of around
141,400 people has been reported. Local sources provide displacement figures,
indicating a geographical breakdown for some of the affected states, although these
figures have not been confirmed by NEMA.
There is no data available for the affected people in Rivers and Bayelsa states, which are
estimated to be among the most affected states.
There is no disaggregated data on vulnerable groups affected, including women, children
and persons with disabilities.
There is a lack of geographical information and data indicating which states are affected
by the spike in diarrhoea, cholera and malaria cases.
There is a lack of data on the potential amount of damaged water points and schools.
While there are reports that indicate that schools have closed, there are no reports that
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There is no clear breakdown of humanitarian needs by
sector and the information that is available mostly refers
to the whole of the flood affected area, rather than provide
a state level breakdown. Flood affected states in Nigeria,
as of 24 September 2018 (ERCC; 24/09/2018).
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