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LEBANON

Escalation of conflict and forced displacement in southern areas

CONTEXT OVERVIEW

Since the collapse of the November 2024 ceasefire in early March 2026, hostilities between
Israel and Hezbollah have escalated significantly, with repeated Israeli airstrikes, ground
incursions, and displacement orders across southern Lebanon and Beirut's southern
suburbs . Active hostilities continue,
with military operations expanding geographically.

On 7 June, Israeli forces struck Dahiyeh, Beirut’s southern suburbs, for the first time
since the latest US-backed ceasefire plan was announced on 4 June, killing at least two
people and wounding 11 others in a densely populated residential area

. The strike was carried out despite a US request not to attack the capital
and Iran’s warnings that any strike on Beirut would risk renewed full-scale war. This signals
a further geographic expansion or re-escalation of military operations and a potential
collapse of the fragile diplomatic process

Hezbollah's rejection of the ceasefire arrangements reached through direct negotiations
between the Lebanese Government and Israel, coupled with Israel’s reluctance to link
the Lebanon file to broader negotiations with Iran, reduces the likelihood of a durable
ceasefire in the near term and increases the risk of continued hostilities in southern
Lebanon. The events of 7 June underscore that this linkage is not merely a negotiating
posture, but an operational reality: Iran’s launch of ballistic missiles at Israel in direct
response to the Dahiyeh strikes, the first such bombardment since the April ceasefire,
demonstrates that military operations in Lebanon trigger wider regional escalation,
and that any durable resolution of the Lebanon conflict cannot be decoupled from the
broader Iran-Israel negotiations . As such, progress in US-
Iran negotiations remains a critical variable, with the potential to increase pressure on
both parties and create greater incentives for a sustained ceasefire — though the 7 June
escalation has significantly narrowed that diplomatic window

Since 2 March, an estimated 620,000 women and girls have been displaced, with 85% living
outsideformal sheltersinovercrowded apartments andinformal arrangementsinBeirutand
Mount Lebanon, creating serious protection risks including exploitation, abuse, and gender-
based violence. Disrupted protection and justice services have made it harder for women
and other at-risk populations to report violations or seek support

Any comments or questions? Please contact us at info@acaps.org

At least 245 children have been killed and 957 injured in Lebanon between 2 March
and 4 June, while an estimated 770,000 children are experiencing heightened distress
from repeated exposure to violence, loss, and displacement, with caregivers reporting
symptoms of traumatic stress and grief including extreme fear, nightmares, sleeplessness,
and feelings of hopelessness

Map 1. Locations and intensity of conflict across Lebanon, 2 March to 29 May
2026
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CRISIS IMPACT

Displacement

By 7 June, an estimated 1.5 million people had been displaced across Lebanon, with over
3,600 killed and nearly 11,100 injured since 2 March (Islamic Relief 04/06/2026; MoPH 07/06/2026).
Israel's military operations targeting Hezbollah have expanded significantly in southern
Lebanon since 26 May, particularly in Nabatiye and Sour districts, extending beyond the
Litani River to areas south of the Zahrani River, likely increasing displacement (AP 02/06/2026;
Reuters 02/06/2026). This extension of Israel’s effective control constitutes its deepest ground
incursion in 26 years, with approximately 2,000km? of Lebanese territory — nearly one-fifth of
the country — under Israeli occupation by 1 June (AJ 31/05/2026; NPR 06/06/2026).

Airstrikes and displacement orders have affected at least 14 localities. By 25 May, nearly
127,400 displaced individuals were sheltering in 631 collective sites, with Beirut, Mount
Lebanon, North, and South governorates hosting the largest numbers of IDPs, shelters
becoming increasingly congested, and a growing dependence on host communities and
informal arrangements (I0M 28/05/2026). On 27 May, renewed displacement orders for areas
south of the Zahrani River — covering around 300 villages and towns up to 40km from the
Israeli border - triggered further mass displacement and overwhelmed shelters in Saida and
Sour (Tyre), which reached full capacity (OCHA 30/05/2026;10M 28/05/2026). An unknown number
of civilians have not evacuated, likely owing to full shelters, unsafe routes, lack of means, or
nowhere to go, and remain in active conflict zones (Govt. UK 08/05/2026; PBS 07/04/2026). In Sour
alone, approximately 20,000-32,000 people remained in and around the city by late March,
including residents who refused to leave alongside IDPs from occupied border villages, out
of a pre-conflict population of 60,000 (The National 21/03/2026; AOL 27/03/2026). These figures
predate the 27 May Zahrani orders and are likely lower since.

Population movements remain fluid, with repeated returns and new displacements
complicating humanitarian response efforts. Returns continue to be constrained by
insecurity, housing damage, limited services, and unexploded ordnance risks. Cross-
border movements into Syria reached over 366,700 by 25 May, further straining an already
overstretched humanitarian system, with the majority of crossings being Syrian nationals
returning home under emergency conditions (I0M 28/05/2026). With public water systems
failing, families in conflict-affected areas are growing increasingly dependent on private
water trucking, which is sometimes unaffordable for IDPs (SWI 15/05/2026; AAH 22/03/2026).

Briefing note | 09 June 2026 @

Shelter

By 28 May 2026, 631 collective shelters were operational nationwide, hosting over 130,000
individuals and facing severe overcrowding, with reduced capacity to absorb additional
influxes. The growing congestion increases reliance on host communities and informal
arrangements, particularly across Beirut, Mount Lebanon, North, and South governorates
(IOM 02/06/2026; 0OCHA 30/05/2026).

Between 2 March and 7 April, over 37,800 housing units were completely or partially
destroyed across Lebanon in over 5,200 recorded attacks, with Nabatiye governorate alone
losing nearly 19,000 units, South governorate over 8,800 units, Mount Lebanon and Beirut
nearly 8,000 units, Baalbek-Hermel over 1,200 units, and Bekaa 837 units (CNRS X 12/04/2026;
The New Arab 15/04/2026; IC-MENA 16/04/2026). By 16 May, airstrikes had levelled 61,000 housing
units in South and Nabatiye governorates since March, besides damaging about 63,800
other buildings, including commercial and public buildings, schools, and archaeological
sites (Al Sifr 16/05/2026).

Graph 1. Housing units destroyed and damaged by district between 2 March
and 7 April 2026

Source: ACAPS using data from CNRS X (12/04/2026); Al Sifr (16/05/2026)
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Lebanese authorities have restricted access to shelter and basic services for non-Lebanese
populations, including displaced Syrians, Palestinian refugees, and migrant workers

. According to 10M, these groups face acute shortages of formal
accommodation options in areas such as Beirut and the Bekaa and are forced to rely on
informal support networks such as community kitchens, churches, or ad hoc solidarity
groups, while others are pushed into sleeping in public spaces or in cars. These conditions
significantly increase exposure to exploitation, violence, and health risks, and heighten
reliance on harmful coping strategies such as child labour, early marriage, and transactional
or survival sex

Education

Theconflict has severely disrupted educationacross Lebanon. Essential civilianinfrastructure
- including schools - have been consistently attacked, damaged, or destroyed since 2
March, affecting nearly 265,000 students by April . By 28 May, about 446
schools were non-operational, leaving over 36% of education infrastructure out of use

. Key barriers to accessing education include overcrowded shelters, poor internet
connectivity, lack of devices, and limited learning space, resulting in significant learning
loss and heightened protection risks, particularly for girls and children with disabilities

Food insecurity

Food security conditions in Lebanon continue to deteriorate, as renewed hostilities, mass
displacement, and market disruptions reduce households’ ability to access food and basic
goods. By mid-May, food prices had increased by 10-20% compared with 2025, while fuel
prices rose by around 84% between mid-February and mid-May 2026, increasing transport
and distribution costs . This has further reduced
purchasing power, particularly for displaced households and refugees already facing
economic challenges.

Bread prices increased by 15% following the escalation in March, with partial disruptions to
maritime trade routes linked to tensions around the Strait of Hormuz potentially contributing
to a further increase in bread prices and reduced market stability

. Acute food insecurity is projected to affect around 1.24 million
people, compared to the 874,000 previously estimated before the escalation in March, driven
by the displacement of more than one million people, loss of income sources, and sharp
increase in living costs

Conflict-induced displacement and movement restrictions have severely affected livelihoods
and the economy. Following regional conflict escalations, domestic price adjustments
and regional fuel market pressures have led to sharp fuel prices increases, with prices
rising by approximately 84% between mid-February and mid-May. Lebanon’s prolonged
socioeconomic crisis and heavy dependence on imported fuel increase the country’s
exposure to regional energy price shocks, raising transportation and production costs

ANTICIPATED SCOPE AND SCALE

Protracted displacement towards Beirut, Mount Lebanon, northern regions such as
Akkar and Baalbek-Hermel, as well as into Syria, is expected to intensify. Israeli territorial
expansion and the widespread destruction of homes and villages in southern Lebanon are
driving this trend, as well as severely undermining prospects for future return

. Internal displacement is worsening congestion in shelters and
increasing reliance on host communities and informal accommodation, further straining the
humanitarian response

Food insecurity is likely to worsen across the country. Crisis (IPC Phase 3) levels of
food insecurity are expected across South and Nabatiye governorates until September
2026, caused by sustained attacks, collapsed market functionality, and severely constrained
humanitarian access . Purchasing power could be eroded further by the
ripple effects of the war across the region — notably the effect on trade from the closing of
the Strait of Hormuz - and any related impact on remittance flows from Gulf markets, upon
which Lebanon is highly dependent.

Gender-based violence cases are expected to rise sharply. Overcrowded shelters,
deteriorating living conditions, and the absence of safe spaces could create environments in
which women and girls face heightened exposure to protection risks . These
risks are likely to continue even if the conflict de-escalates, as there are a range of barriers to
return for displaced populations.

Agriculture and water systems, already significantly affected by conflict, are likely to face
compounded pressure, creating risks for both food security and access to safe water as
Lebanon enters its dry season (June—September). In 2025, the country experienced rainfall
more than 50% below average; for 2026, there is likelihood of 10% below-average rains in this
period . If 2025 drought conditions return, the combined effect
of drought and conflict could prove severe, further threatening food security and access to

safe water for an already deeply at-risk population
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HUMANITARIAN CONSTRAINTS

Attacks have destroyed health facilities, water systems, roads, bridges, and transportation
routes, and continue to constantly disrupt supply chains and constrain service delivery

. This has isolated conflict-affected communities and restricted humanitarian
movement and civilian access to services for more than 150,000 people

. The 8 April strike on the Qasmieh Bridge damaged the last operational

bridge, which has been hit multiple times, linking areas south of the Litani River with the rest
of the country, further increasing the risk of isolation for civilians remaining in high-conflict
areas despite the later restoration of movement

Access constraints remained particularly severe within the Israeli-declared military zone in
southern Lebanon: South and Nabatiye governorates register severe movement restrictions,
infrastructure damage, and localised market disruptions, limiting households’ ability to
fully use cash assistance. Restrictions have affected an estimated 28,500 people

Humanitarian organisations and protection responders remain present but overstretched,
with reduced staffing capacity linked to staff displacement and escalating needs, particularly
in Bekaa, Beirut's southern suburbs, Nabatiye, and South, prompting greater reliance on
remote and mobile response modalities

Between 2 March and 2 June, more than 191 attacks on healthcare facilities were reported,
resulting in 128 health worker deaths and 357 injuries . Over 130 ambulances
and emergency vehicles have been damaged, and Israeli attacks also contributed to the
closure of three hospitals and damaged 16 others, further weakening already strained health
services. Repeated strikes on medical teams, including incidents in which successive waves
of responders were targeted while assisting casualties, have increased operational risks,
delayed emergency response times, and constrained access to lifesaving assistance in
affected areas . Continued attacks on health facilities and transport
routes have reduced operational capacity and disrupted aid delivery, while hospital closures,
infrastructure damage, and casualties among healthcare workers pushed parts of the health
system close to collapse

Risks to peacekeeping operations have also increased. Between 29-30 March, three UNIFIL
peacekeepers were killed and, on 3 June, a fourth peacekeeper died amid hostilities in
southern Lebanon

Humanitarian access is increasingly constrained by insecurity, mass displacement, and
limited response capacity. Aid workers are operating while experiencing displacement,
psychosocial distress, and concerns for their own safety, affecting staff wellbeing and
operational effectiveness. Combined with overcrowded shelters, growing humanitarian

needs, and severe funding gaps, these conditions are likely to undermine the sustainability
and reach of humanitarian assistance

Conflict has severely damaged roads, bridges, and essential infrastructure across Nabatiye,
parts of the Bekaa Valley, and South. Key bridges over the Litani River have been destroyed,
severing connectivity between Sour (Tyre) and Nabatiye governorates and restricting
movement between South and West Bekaa, isolating over 150,000 people and disrupting
health services and humanitarian access. Israel has threatened to destroy additional bridges
in the western Bekaa Valley, raising concerns of further nationwide infrastructure damage

Fluid and repeated movements of displaced populations make it difficult to produce stable
or accurate figures, as households frequently shift between areas of origin, temporary
shelter, and secondary displacement sites, often within short timeframes. This mobility is
compounded by the political sensitivity surrounding internal displacement in Lebanon and
the Government’s broader inability to fully manage the IDP issue, resulting in the absence of
state-led information on displacement patterns and significant administrative bottlenecks
delaying humanitarian response.. As a consequence, available data is largely generated
through humanitarian assessments only, producing snapshots instead of continuously
updated figures. This creates persistent gaps between reported numbers and the actual scale
of displacement, while also allowing significant variability between different institutional
estimates

FUNDING AND RESPONSE CAPACITY

The 2026 Lebanon Flash Appeal was launched in mid-March to address the immediate
fallout of the current uptick in hostilities for a three-month period, requiring USD 308 million
to provide lifesaving assistance and protection for up to one million people

A revised Flash Appeal issued on 4 June reflects the escalating deterioration directly: the
estimated number of people in need has risen from 1.3 to 1.4 million, the response target has
been extended to August 2026, and total requirements have more than doubled to USD 639.9
million — of which only USD 185.9 million had been received by 31 May, leaving a funding gap
of approximately USD 454 million at the outset of the extension period

The prolonged economic crisis and financial collapse in Lebanon have weakened public
institutions, depleted state resources, and eroded the operational capacity of essential
services. As a result, national response capacity is severely constrained, resulting in heavy
reliance on internationally coordinated humanitarian systems to fill critical service gaps
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COMPOUNDING/AGGRAVATING FACTORS

Host community/displaced population tensions

The largescale displacement resulting from the conflict in Lebanon has contributed to
heightened communal tensions. In several areas, displaced populations from conflict-
affected regions have been perceived as being politically or socially affiliated with armed
groups, contributing to resentment and mistrust within some host communities. These
perceptions have fuelled sectarian and political polarisation, increasing the risk of hostile
rhetoric, discrimination, harassment, and localised attacks targeting displaced individuals
and communities. The tensions have been further aggravated by public frustration over
the security situation and fears of continued escalation, contributing to a fragile social
environment and raising concerns over the potential for broader intercommunal violence
(UNHCR 27/04/2026; The New Arab 09/04/2026; OHCHR 24/04/2026).

The arrival of around a 100,000 Syrians fleeing post-Assad violence, particularly Alawite
communities, has further strained already limited housing, services, and humanitarian
assistance in northern Lebanon. Increased competition over scarce resources, combined
with Lebanon'’s history of sectarian polarisation and involvement in the Syrian conflict, has
aggravated political and sectarian tensions between host communities, existing refugee
populations, and new arrivals (UNHCR 08/08/2025; ACAPS 22/07/2025; TNH 04/06/2025).

Limited healthcare capacity

The healthcare response is stretched not only by the high number of casualties and attacks
on healthcare workers, but also by longstanding socioeconomic challenges and weak
governance since at least 2019. Geographically dispersed strikes have also further exposed
severe weaknesses in Lebanon’'s emergency response and health systems, including
shortages of trained responders, dependence on volunteers, limited search-and-rescue
equipment, and poor coordination between hospitals and security forces (Al Sifr 13/04/2026).

During the current escalations, some health facilities lacked capacity and could not accept
patients because of unresolved financial disputes with the Ministry of Health. Although
overall hospital capacity in Beirut was not fully exceeded, the absence of effective patient
redistribution mechanisms increased pressure on frontline facilities (Al Sifr 13/04/2026; Health
Cluster 10/04/2026).
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Weakened agriculture and drought

Since 2019, the combination of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Beirut port explosion, conflict with
Israel, and disrupted supply chains has deeply affected Lebanon’s agricultural sector, forcing
it to heavily rely on food imports. By 27 March, more than 22% of Lebanon’s agricultural land
had been damaged and Israeli forced displacement (evacuation orders) had affected 76% of
farmers in southern Lebanon, affecting farming activities and reducing local food production
capacity (SWI15/05/2026;Al Sifr 13/05/2026).; Al Sifr 13/05/2026).

In 2025, the country experienced drought, with 50% below-average rains, damaging crops
and affecting food production (WASH Cluster 03/07/2025). In May, the country experienced
some rainfall but it is likely to decrease between June—August, as these are the country’s
dry months. There is likelihood of 10% below-average rains in this period (ECMWF accessed
04/06/2026). Medium-term impacts on Lebanon’s agriculture are likely to be aggravated by
expected El Nifio conditions over 2026/2027.

These compounding pressures are expected to intensify food insecurity, disproportionately
affecting displaced populations in overcrowded shelters and the livelihoods of people
affected by the escalation of conflict.


https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/122202
https://www.newarab.com/analysis/how-israel-sowing-sectarian-strife-its-war-lebanon
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-briefing-notes/2026/04/un-report-deaths-and-displacement-lebanon
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/117988
https://www.acaps.org/fileadmin/Data_Product/Main_media/20250722_ACAPS_Syria-_Risk_analysis__July-December_2025__.pdf
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-feature/2025/06/04/syrian-alawites-flee-lebanon-little-aid-meet-them
https://alsifr.org/lebanese-state-abscense
https://alsifr.org/lebanese-state-abscense
https://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/escalation-hostilities-lebanon-public-health-situation-analysis-phsa-10-april-2026
https://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/escalation-hostilities-lebanon-public-health-situation-analysis-phsa-10-april-2026
https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/international-cooperation/war-and-drought-push-lebanon-agriculture-to-breaking-point/91401690
https://alsifr.org/war-worsening-food-crisis-lebanon
https://alsifr.org/war-worsening-food-crisis-lebanon
https://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/water-edge-lebanons-drought-crisis-demands-immediate-international-support-2025
https://charts.ecmwf.int/products/extended-anomaly-tp?base_time=202606030000&projection=opencharts_middle_east_and_india&valid_time=202607130000
https://charts.ecmwf.int/products/extended-anomaly-tp?base_time=202606030000&projection=opencharts_middle_east_and_india&valid_time=202607130000
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Map 2. Israeli territorial control and scale of village destruction across the southern region before and since 2 March 2026

Source: ACAPS using data from HDX (accessed 04/06/2026); BIG (01/10/2025); ACLED (accessed 04/06/2026); Amnesty International (26/08/2026); IDF X (03/03/2026)
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