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KEY MESSAGES

•	 Strong El Niño conditions are present and forecasted to persist until February–
March 2027. 

•	 Seasonal forecasts for the July–December 2026 period anticipate some 
typical El Niño-related precipitation anomalies in Asia and the Pacific (dry 
conditions), the Caribbean (dry conditions), Central and South America 
(dry/wet conditions), Central Asia (dry conditions), East Africa (dry/wet 
conditions), Southern Africa (dry conditions), and Southwest Asia (dry 
conditions). 

•	 As a result of global warming and the heating effect of El Niño, 2026 is likely 
to be one of the warmest years on record, with temperatures expected to 
remain above average across all tropical and subtropical regions globally.

•	 El Niño usually enhances hurricane activity in the central and eastern Pacific 
basins, exposing the western coasts of Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Mexico, and Nicaragua to more frequent and intense hurricanes. 

•	 Drought, flooding, landslides, heatwaves, wildfires, crop and animal pests 
and diseases, and human infectious disease outbreaks (waterborne and 
vector-borne) are the main hazards anticipated in the affected regions, with 
dengue, malaria, and cholera outbreaks of high concern in several countries 
across Africa, Asia, and Central and South America. 

•	 This El Niño is emerging alongside several overlapping crisis drivers, including 
record-high global temperatures and the fuel and fertiliser crisis linked to 
the closure of the Strait of Hormuz. These pressures are likely to continue 
affecting humanitarian needs into 2027, especially in import-dependent 
countries.

•	 The countries at highest risk of severe humanitarian impacts caused or 
worsened by El Niño between July 2026 and March 2027 include Afghanistan, 
Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Kenya, Madagascar, 
Mali, Mozambique, Pakistan, The Philippines, Somalia, South Sudan, and 
Sudan. In these countries, environmental pressures from climate extremes 

will intersect with conflict, displacement, and socioeconomic crises, 
creating cascading shocks and increasing the number of people in need of 
humanitarian assistance. 

•	 Communities affected by El Niño-induced loss of livelihoods, reduced access 
to water and natural resources, and displacement are likely to face increased 
competition over resources and heightened protection risks, with women 
and children most exposed.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Aim 

This report provides a brief, global, multisectoral overview of the anticipated 
humanitarian impact of El Niño between July 2026 and March 2027, aiming to 
support strategic planning and anticipatory action in the humanitarian sector.

Methodology 

This report is based on historical data covering the impacts of previous El Niño 
events, seasonal climate forecasts, and secondary sources from humanitarian 
organisations, think tanks, and local and international media. The analysis also 
builds on three ACAPS datasets: the INFORM Severity Index, the Humanitarian Access Index, 
and the Seasonal Calendar. The selection of countries and attribution of the El Niño 
impact risk level are based on analysis of the following indicators and factors:

•	 historical impact of previous El Niño events in the country
•	 typical influence of El Niño between July–March in the country
•	 seasonal precipitation and temperature forecasts for July–December 2026 
•	 pre-existing humanitarian crises and vulnerabilities to El Niño-related hazards
•	 potential impact on agriculture, livestock, and fishery based on agricultural 

seasonality
•	 potential disease outbreaks and increased health needs
•	 national and subnational hazard response and coping capacity.

GLOBAL EL NIÑO OVERVIEW 
Countries to watch

https://www.acaps.org/en/thematics/all-topics/inform-severity-index
https://www.acaps.org/en/thematics/all-topics/humanitarian-access-overview
https://www.acaps.org/en/thematics/all-topics/seasonal-calendar
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Scope 

While the geographic scope of this report is global, it does not provide exhaustive 
coverage of all countries exposed to El Niño, instead focusing on areas where 
temperature and precipitation anomalies, in combination with pre-existing crises 
and hazard vulnerability factors, are expected to trigger moderate to severe 
humanitarian impacts between July 2026 and March 2027. Not all potentially 
affected humanitarian sectors are exhaustively covered, as the report mainly 
focuses on food security, nutrition, physical health, and WASH. These needs are 
expected to generate cascading impacts on protection, mental health, education, 
and shelter, while also intersecting with local conflict dynamics through increased 
pressure over resources. The El Niño hazards calendars presented in this report 
are national-level overviews and do not capture subregional variation. Within a 
single country, the timing of hazards, cropping cycles, and lean seasons can differ 
significantly by agroecological zone and livelihood system.

Limitations 

The historical impact of previous El Niño events only indicates what can be expected. 
It is important to note that each El Niño event is unique, and effects observed in the 
past may not necessarily occur in the current El Niño. The interaction between this 
El Niño, record-high global warming, and other interannual variability phenomena 
can lead to unexpected outcomes. The accuracy of climate forecasts, which 
provide valuable tools for anticipating the effects of El Niño in the coming months, 
typically decreases when the lead time exceeds three months. Risks identified for 
the January–March 2027 period are based solely on historical data, as seasonal 
forecasts for precipitation and temperature anomalies do not extend beyond six 
months ahead.
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FIGURE 1. ANTICIPATED EL NIÑO-RELATED HAZARDS BETWEEN JULY-DECEMBER 2026

Souce: ACAPS
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SITUATION OVERVIEW

El Niño, together with La Niña, is one of the two extreme phases of the El Niño–
Southern Oscillation (ENSO) phenomenon – a natural climate variability occurrence 
characterised by oscillations in the sea surface temperatures of the equatorial 
Pacific Ocean. El Niño occurs when the surface waters of the central and eastern 
Pacific Ocean become warmer than average. More detailed information on ENSO 
and La Niña can be found in the ACAPS report El Niño Overview: Anticipated humanitarian 
impact in 2023. 

On 11 June 2026, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) 
Climate Prediction Center declared El Niño conditions, which are expected to persist 
until February–March 2027 (NOAA 11/06/2026 and 29/06/2026). Forecasts suggest a 
strong to very strong El Niño event, based on the extent of warming in the central 
tropical Pacific. About half of the models show that this event’s peak intensity levels 
could be among the highest recorded since 1950 (BOM accessed 24/06/2026).

El Niño typically contributes to precipitation and temperature anomalies across 
large regions of the world: drier-than-normal conditions in the Caribbean, Central 
America, northern Latin America, the Pacific, South Asia, Southeast Asia, and 
Southern Africa, as well as wetter-than-normal conditions in parts of Central Asia and 
the Greater Horn of Africa (IRI accessed 11/11/2025; Alizadeh and Mousavizadeh 24/11/2024). 
Precipitation anomalies are also likely to be enhanced by the interaction between El 
Niño and the positive phase of the Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD), another interannual 
climate variability phenomenon, which is expected to start by July–September 2026 
(WMO 19/06/2026; BOM accessed 24/06/2026). The combination of El Niño and positive IOD 
between October–December typically contributes to severe flooding in the Horn of 
Africa (IGAD accessed 13/11/2025). 

The additional heat generated by El Niño as the ocean transfers excess heat and 
moisture to the atmosphere is expected to drive extreme temperatures across the 
tropics and subtropics, including the Americas, Australia, South and Southeast 
Asia, and sub-Saharan Africa (Climate Central 08/02/2023). This will likely trigger more 
frequent and intense heatwaves in the coming months. The stronger the El Niño, the 
earlier these heat anomalies are likely to begin and the longer they are likely to last 
(JRC 15/06/2026; Climate Central 08/02/2023). 

This El Niño will add pressure on countries already affected by the fuel and fertiliser 
crisis, the effects of which are likely to continue through 2026 despite the recent 
re-opening of the Strait of Hormuz (FAO 20/05/2026; CNN 26/06/2026). These countries 
include Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Kenya, Malawi, Mozambique, the Philippines, 
Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, Uganda, Venezuela, and Yemen, where the Middle 
East crisis has driven up fuel, food, and fertiliser prices. Such increasing prices 
may have reduced fertiliser use and could result in below-average harvests (WFP 
01/06/2026; IFPRI 16/06/2026). 

El Niño usually enhances hurricane activity in the central and eastern Pacific 
basins, exposing the western coasts of Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Mexico, and Nicaragua to more frequent and intense hurricanes during 
the hurricane season, which peaks between July–September (NOAA 30/05/2014; WMO 
24/06/2026). The NOAA indicates that an above-average eastern Pacific hurricane 
season is highly likely, requiring close monitoring especially during the season’s 
peak (NOAA 21/05/2026). Conversely, El Niño suppresses hurricane activity in the 
Atlantic Basin, reducing the frequency and intensity of hurricanes in the Caribbean 
Sea and Gulf of Mexico (NOAA 30/05/2014; NOAA 29/06/2023). The NOAA forecasts a 
below-normal 2026 Atlantic hurricane season (NOAA 21/05/2026). In the western 
Pacific, El Niño reduces the number of typhoons making landfall in the Philippines, 
but increases their intensity, potentially triggering more catastrophic events (Mongbay 
16/10/2019; Magee et al. 30/09/2021).

ENSO and climate change: although the ENSO cycle is independent of climate 
change, the two are interrelated. Climate change can amplify the rainfall variability 
related to ENSO and increase the likelihood of extreme climate and weather events 
(IPCC 09/08/2021). Global warming is also increasing ENSO ‘variability’, and strong El 
Niño and La Niña events have occurred more frequently than the pre-1960 average. 
More frequent swings from a strong El Niño to a strong La Niña are anticipated 
in the future, leaving less time to recover from the associated temperature and 
precipitation anomalies, alongside extreme weather events (Cai et al. 18/05/2023). The 
years 2023 to 2025 were the three warmest years on record, and temperatures 
are expected to remain at or near record levels over the next five years. Rising 
greenhouse gas concentrations and record air and sea temperatures have driven 
numerous extreme events such as floods, heatwaves, and wildfires, underscoring 
the accelerating influence of human-driven climate change (EU 10/01/2025; WMO 
14/01/2026; WMO 28/05/2026). 

https://www.acaps.org/fileadmin/Data_Product/Main_media/20230725_ACAPS_Thematic_report_El_Nino_overview_anticipated_humanitarian_impact_in_2023.pdf
https://www.acaps.org/fileadmin/Data_Product/Main_media/20230725_ACAPS_Thematic_report_El_Nino_overview_anticipated_humanitarian_impact_in_2023.pdf
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/lanina/enso_evolution-status-fcsts-web.pdf
https://www.bom.gov.au/climate/enso/?ninoIndex=nino3.4&index=rnino34&period=weekly
https://iri.columbia.edu/our-expertise/climate/enso/why-do-we-care-about-el-nino-and-la-nina/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0921818124002923
https://wmo.int/media/update/global-seasonal-climate-update-july-august-september-2026
https://www.bom.gov.au/climate/enso/?ninoIndex=nino3.4&index=rnino34&period=weekly
https://igad.int/understanding-el-nino-and-la-nina-implications-for-the-igad-region/
https://www.climatecentral.org/climate-matters/local-and-global-effects-of-el-nino-and-la-nina-2023
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC147365
https://www.climatecentral.org/climate-matters/local-and-global-effects-of-el-nino-and-la-nina-2023
https://www.fao.org/newsroom/detail/strait-of-hormuz-conflict-threatens-global-food-prices-as-fao-warns-time-is-running-out/en
https://edition.cnn.com/2026/06/26/business/strait-hormuz-ship-traffic
https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000174007/download/
https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000174007/download/
https://www.ifpri.org/blog/country-level-analysis-iran-war-increasing-global-poverty-and-food-insecurity/
https://www.climate.gov/news-features/blogs/enso/impacts-el-ni%C3%B1o-and-la-ni%C3%B1a-hurricane-season
https://community.wmo.int/site/knowledge-hub/programmes-and-initiatives/wmo-coordination-mechanism-wcm-support-humanitarian-activities/wcm-global-seasonal-climate-outlook
https://community.wmo.int/site/knowledge-hub/programmes-and-initiatives/wmo-coordination-mechanism-wcm-support-humanitarian-activities/wcm-global-seasonal-climate-outlook
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Epac_hurr/index.shtml
https://www.climate.gov/news-features/blogs/enso/impacts-el-ni%C3%B1o-and-la-ni%C3%B1a-hurricane-season
https://www.noaa.gov/jetstream/enso_impacts
https://www.noaa.gov/news-release/noaa-predicts-below-normal-2026-atlantic-hurricane-season
https://news.mongabay.com/2019/10/for-the-philippines-a-warming-world-means-stronger-typhoons-fewer-fish/
https://news.mongabay.com/2019/10/for-the-philippines-a-warming-world-means-stronger-typhoons-fewer-fish/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8484678/
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_WGI_SPM.pdf
https://www.nature.com/articles/s43017-023-00427-8.epdf?sharing_token=F5jUWk6n2pNs6r4Q_fB-adRgN0jAjWel9jnR3ZoTv0Pte_xqACNGqtGKpHCToNiPWiuQhld4EzePttPmt4VYL7eOZiV2HFGOgK7IgGtTuVAwQWWw-47LrakAroi0Wb2ex5WSf1srrLocjHXZORLfsvgBdO7_eSRBO47xtzUYeFk%3D
https://climate.copernicus.eu/global-climate-highlights-2024
https://wmo.int/news/media-centre/wmo-confirms-2025-was-one-of-warmest-years-record
https://wmo.int/news/media-centre/wmo-confirms-2025-was-one-of-warmest-years-record
https://wmo.int/news/media-centre/new-report-suggests-more-global-temperature-records-ahead
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Regional and country impact

AFRICA

East and Horn of Africa

Between July–September 2026, below-average precipitation and above-average 
temperatures are anticipated across large parts of Ethiopia (all regions except the 
Somali region), northern Kenya, South Sudan, Sudan, and Uganda, likely affecting 
crops, livestock, and access to water, driving an increase in food insecurity, 
malnutrition, and waterborne diseases. 

In Ethiopia, dry conditions are expected to severely affect the performance of the 
Kiremt season, which is the primary rainy season for Ethiopia’s northern and central 
cropping areas and directly governs the Meher harvest, Ethiopia’s most important 
crop season, generating the majority of the country’s teff, maize, sorghum, wheat, 
and barley (USDA accessed 25/06/2026 a; WFP/FAO 18/06/2026). In Kenya, dry conditions in 
July and August may affect the end of the long rainy season (February–August), 
which is critical for domestic food production. Over 70% of the country’s annual 
crop production derives from the long rainy season, with maize, beans, sorghum, 
and sweet potato planted in March–April and harvested from October onwards in 
the Central, Rift Valley, and Western regions (FAO 04/05/2026). In South Sudan, dry 
conditions may affect sorghum, maize, and millet production, leading to below-
average yields at the end of 2026 (FEWS NET 07/2024 a; USDA accessed 25/06/2026 b). In 
southern Sudan, where a dry signal is also strong, key millet and sorghum producing 
areas across southern states will be exposed to above-normal temperatures and 
poor rains, potentially reducing October–November harvest quality and quantity 
(USDA accessed 25/06/2026 c). In all these countries, dry conditions will amplify the 
effect of conflict, including the fuel and fertiliser crisis, leading to an increase in 
food insecurity and malnutrition rates into 2027 (WFP 17/06/2026).

Table 1. El-Niño-related hazards in East and Horn of Africa

https://www.fas.usda.gov/data/production/et
https://www.wfp.org/publications/el-nino-fao-wfp-joint-anticipatory-action-appeal-june-2026-march-2027
https://www.fao.org/giews/countrybrief/country.jsp?code=KEN&lang=FR
https://fews.net/east-africa/south-sudan/seasonal-calendar/july-2024
https://www.fas.usda.gov/data/production/od
https://www.fas.usda.gov/data/production/su
https://www.fightfoodcrises.net/sites/default/files/resource/file/CE0155EN.pdf
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Between October–December 2026, the combination of El Niño and positive IOD 
is expected to bring above-average precipitation across East Africa, compounded 
by above-average temperatures (WMO accessed 25/06/2026; Zhang et al. 20/10/2021). This 
is likely to increase the risk of flooding across the region, potentially leading to 
displacement, infrastructure and crop damage, and an increase in waterborne and 
vector-borne diseases, with impacts likely felt until mid-2027. The countries at 
highest risk of flooding between October–December include Somalia (the Shabelle 
and Juba river basins), Ethiopia (Gu-receiving southern pastoral areas and areas 
along the Shabelle/Genale/Dawa river systems), Kenya (short rain-receiving southern 
and coastal areas, as well as northern and eastern pastoral areas), Uganda (entire 
country), South Sudan (eastern and central states, as well as the Nile corridor), and 
Burundi. In these countries, the risk of waterborne diseases (such as cholera) and 
vector-borne diseases (such as malaria, dengue, and Rift Valley fever) is likely to 
increase from October 2026.

West Africa and the Sahel

During El Niño, southern West Africa typically experiences below-normal rainfall 
during the July–September rainy season. Seasonal precipitation forecasts for the 
region are mixed, but World Meteorological Organisation models for the July–
September period anticipate below-average precipitation across northern Burkina 
Faso, southern and central Mali, and southern Mauritania. Temperatures are 
forecasted to remain above average until December 2026 across the entire region 
(WMO accessed 25/06/2026). In Burkina Faso and Mali, poor rainfall and heat stress are 
likely to compound the effects of violence and insecurity, affecting the performance 
of the main season cereals harvested from October (GEOGLAM 04/06/2026; FEWS NET 
07/2024 b and 07/2024 c). Mauritania may experience below-average maize, millet, and 
sorghum harvests from October 2026 (USDA accessed 25/06/2026 d; FAO 22/06/2026). 
In all the three countries, drought is likely to affect pastoral areas, reducing milk 
production and deteriorating livestock body conditions, with severe impacts on 
pastoralist livelihoods, food security, nutrition, and health. 

Table 2. El-Niño-related hazards in West Africa

Southern Africa

El Niño tends to bring below-normal rainfall in Southern Africa during November–
April, which can severely affect maize yields (CGIAR 26/06/2023; BMI 30/05/2023). 
Seasonal forecasts anticipate below-average precipitation across most of the 
region, including Angola, Eswatini, Lesotho, Madagascar, southern Mozambique, 
Zambia, and Zimbabwe between November–December 2026, indicating the 
possibility of a similar pattern. Should this materialise, these countries may 
experience a delayed or below-average start to the rainy season, affecting the 
planting of key staple crops, such as maize, during a crucial period for regional 
food production. Between July–December 2026, above-average temperatures are 
forecasted across the whole region, potentially compounding water scarcity and 
increasing evapotranspiration and vegetation stress (WMO accessed 24/10/2025; IRI 
15/06/2026). Although seasonal forecasts for 2027 are not yet available, under the 
continued influence of El Niño, which is expected to persist until March 2027, the 
region is likely to continue experiencing drier-than-average conditions until near the 
end of its rainy season (December–April), leading to below-average maize harvests, 
reduced pasture and water availability for livestock, and deteriorated food security 
throughout 2027 (WFP/FAO 18/06/2026). 

https://wmolc.org/seasonPmmeUI/plot_PMME
https://journals.ametsoc.org/view/journals/clim/34/22/JCLI-D-21-0085.1.xml
https://wmolc.org/seasonPmmeUI/plot_PMME
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/636c12f7f9c2561de642a866/t/6a21beebb3e27d5a5e094328/1780596465654/EarlyWarning_CropMonitor_202606.pdf
https://fews.net/west-africa/burkina-faso/seasonal-calendar/july-2024
https://fews.net/west-africa/burkina-faso/seasonal-calendar/july-2024
https://fews.net/west-africa/mali/seasonal-calendar/july-2024
https://www.fas.usda.gov/data/production/mr
https://www.fao.org/newsroom/detail/el-ni%C3%B1o-is-coming.-here-is-where-the-risks-to-agriculture-are-highest/en
https://cgspace.cgiar.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/5a101f0b-a40f-4790-82b0-d210980c74c4/content
https://www.fitchsolutions.com/bmi/agribusiness/el-nino-poses-downside-risk-grains-production-food-security-southern-africa-30-05-2023
https://wmolc.org/seasonPmmeUI/plot_PMME
https://iri.columbia.edu/our-expertise/climate/forecasts/seasonal-climate-forecasts/
https://iri.columbia.edu/our-expertise/climate/forecasts/seasonal-climate-forecasts/
https://www.wfp.org/publications/el-nino-fao-wfp-joint-anticipatory-action-appeal-june-2026-march-2027
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Table 3. El-Niño-related hazards in Southern Africa Studies show that, in recent years, wildfires in the late dry season have become 
more frequent. The combination of drier and hotter conditions will increase this risk 
across the arid savanna areas of Malawi, Mozambique, and Zimbabwe between 
August–October (Catarino et al. 25/03/2025; Pricope and Binford 24/02/2012). The countries 
at highest risk of El Niño-related impacts will be Madagascar, Malawi, Mozambique, 
and Zimbabwe, where climate shocks will compound pre-existing crisis drivers – 
including conflict, the global energy and fertiliser crisis, and previous hazards – and 
lead to more acute food and water insecurity, malnutrition, and increasing health 
needs in 2027. 

ASIA PACIFIC

Central Asia

In Central Asia, El Niño typically triggers above-average precipitation between 
January–May (IRI accessed 29/06/2026). Seasonal forecasts anticipate wetter-than-
normal conditions across Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan (northern regions), 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan between October–December 2026 and 
above-average temperatures between July–December 2026 (WMO accessed 25/06/2026; 
IRI 15/06/2026). Precipitation anomalies are likely to continue until March–May 2027, 
potentially triggering severe winter and spring flooding. Afghanistan is at high risk 
as flooding would compound a severe humanitarian baseline, with strong exposure 
to fuel, fertiliser, trade, and remittance shocks driven by the Middle East conflict, the 
returnee crisis, and the impact of the conflict with Pakistan. In southwest Pakistan, 
the combined influence of El Niño and positive IOD typically suppresses the 
June–September southwest monsoon (Sankar et al. 15/06/2021). Seasonal forecasts 
anticipate a similar trend, with drier and hotter conditions than usual forecasted 
across large parts of the country between July–September 2026 (WMO accessed 
25/06/2026; IRI 15/06/2026). Dry conditions may affect planting and growing stages of 
key crops such as rice and corn, compounding the effects of the fuel and fertiliser 
crisis, especially in key producing areas of Sindh and Punjab (USDA accessed 25/06/2026 
e; IFPRI 16/06/2026). 

https://connectsci.au/wf/article/34/3/WF24002/22162/Fire-weather-severity-in-southern-Africa-is
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/22366360/
https://iri.columbia.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/ElNino_Rainfall.pdf
https://wmolc.org/seasonPmmeUI/plot_PMME
https://wmolc.org/seasonPmmeUI/plot_PMME
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0377026521000336
https://wmolc.org/seasonPmmeUI/plot_PMME
https://wmolc.org/seasonPmmeUI/plot_PMME
https://www.fas.usda.gov/data/production/pk
https://www.ifpri.org/blog/country-level-analysis-iran-war-increasing-global-poverty-and-food-insecurity/
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Table 4. El-Niño-related hazards in Central Asia

Southwest Asia

Recent studies show that the combination of El Niño and positive IOD increases 
precipitation across large parts of the region (Hochman and Gildor 26/12/2024). Seasonal 
forecasts indicate a high probability of above-average precipitation from October–
November 2026 in Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Palestine, and Syria, with strong signals 
across northern parts of Iran, Iraq, and Syria, anticipating a wetter-than-usual rainy 
season (WMO accessed 25/06/2026; IRI 15/06/2026; ACAPS accessed 25/06/2026). These 
anomalies, which may extend beyond December 2026, may increase the risk 
of flooding, further aggravate the conditions of those affected and displaced by 
conflict, and increase waterborne and respiratory diseases. Higher than average 
temperatures between July and December 2026 will increase the risk of wildfires, 
particularly between July and September (WMO accessed 25/06/2026; Al Habtoor Research 
Centre 30/07/2025).

In Yemen seasonal forecasts anticipate below-average precipitation between July–
September 2026 and above-average precipitation between October–December 
2026 (WMO accessed 25/06/2026; IRI 15/06/2026). Dry conditions may affect the Kharif 
rainy season (July–September), which is critical for domestic food production, while 
wet conditions between October–December raise the risk of flooding across the 
Southern Uplands, with potential spikes in waterborne diseases such as cholera, 
and vector-borne diseases (FAO 13/08/2025; ACAPS accessed 25/06/2026). 

Table 5. El-Niño-related hazards in Southwest Asia

South Asia

El Niño typically brings dry conditions across the region, with above-average 
temperatures and below-average precipitation affecting the monsoon season. 
Seasonal forecasts for July–September indicate a strong signal for dry conditions is 
present for India and Nepal, which are very likely to receive below-average monsoon 
precipitation and experience below-average rice yields, which are harvested from 

https://rmets.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/qj.4903
https://wmolc.org/seasonPmmeUI/plot_PMME
https://www.acaps.org/en/thematics/all-topics/seasonal-calendar
https://wmolc.org/seasonPmmeUI/plot_PMME
https://www.habtoorresearch.com/programmes/what-if-middle-east-burnnext/
https://www.habtoorresearch.com/programmes/what-if-middle-east-burnnext/
https://wmolc.org/seasonPmmeUI/plot_PMME
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-seasonal-forecast-and-flood-risk-implications-agriculture-sector-aug-oct-2025-enar
https://www.acaps.org/en/thematics/all-topics/seasonal-calendar
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October–November (WMO accessed 26/06/2026; IRI 15/06/2026; ECMWF 06/2026; ACAPS 
accessed 26/06/2026). By 24 June, Monsoon rains across India were recorded to be 42% 
below average, which is expected to threaten access to water and food production 
(IMD 02/07/2026). The entire region is expected to experience above-average 
temperatures between July–December 2026, increasing exposure to heat stress 
and potentially compounding the effects of reduced precipitation (WMO accessed 
26/06/2026). In Myanmar and Bangladesh, the July–September seasonal forecast 
is mixed, and models do not clearly anticipate a below-average monsoon season, 
except in northern Bangladesh (WMO accessed 26/06/2026; IRI 15/06/2026; ECMWF 06/2026). 
That said, the two countries have historically been heavily affected by El Niño, 
with above-average temperatures and below-average rainfall during the monsoon 
season, reducing rice production and increasing cholera incidence, particularly 
between August–November (WB 11/01/2024 and 02/04/2019; Martinez et al. 02/03/2017; 
Climate Centre 08/2024). Bangladesh and Myanmar are also extremely vulnerable to 
potential climate shocks as a result of the impact of the Middle East crisis on the 
price and availability of food, fuel, and productive inputs. Myanmar is one of the 
countries that experienced the highest food prices increase in 2026, recording a 
19% increase in the basic food basket price since February, while Bangladesh relies 
heavily on fuel and fertiliser imports (over 80% and 60%), the prices of which may 
remain high throughout 2026 (The Guardian 23/06/2026; IFPRI 16/06/2026). 

Table 6. El-Niño-related hazards in South Asia

Southeast Asia and the Pacific

Seasonal forecasts for the July–December period indicate a high probability of 
below-average precipitation and above-average temperatures across Southeast 
Asia and the Pacific, which is typical during El Niño years (WMO accessed 26/06/2026; 
IRI 15/06/2026; ECMWF 06/2026; IRI accessed 01/07/2026). Temperature and precipitation 
anomalies are likely to increase wildfire and heatwaves risks, disrupt aquaculture 
and fishery, and may significantly affect rice and other staple food production 
across Indonesia, Papua New Guinea, the Philippines, and Timor-Leste (WFP/FAO 
18/06/2026; The Guardian 23/06/2026; IFRC/PMI 09/06/2026). The Philippines, where El Niño 
is likely to suppress the monsoon season (May–October), is at high risk as the 
country is still recovering from six consecutive cyclones that affected over 13 million 
people in 2025 and a powerful earthquake that struck Mindanao in June 2026. The 
country is also heavily exposed to global energy and fertiliser price increases driven 
by the Middle East conflict (HCT Philippines/OCHA 05/12/2025; OCHA accessed 26/06/2026; 
The Guardian 23/06/2026). Under the influence of El Niño, dry conditions may persist 
in 2027, leading to below-average rainy seasons in Papua New Guinea (December-
March) and Timor Leste (December-May). 

Table 7. El-Niño-related hazards in Southeast Asia and the Pacific

https://wmolc.org/seasonPmmeUI/plot_PMME
https://charts.ecmwf.int/products/seasonal_system5_standard_rain?area=GLOB&base_time=202606010000&stats=tsum&valid_time=202607020000
https://www.acaps.org/en/thematics/all-topics/seasonal-calendar
https://www.acaps.org/en/thematics/all-topics/seasonal-calendar
https://internal.imd.gov.in/section/nhac/dynamic/extended.pdf
https://wmolc.org/seasonPmmeUI/plot_PMME
https://wmolc.org/seasonPmmeUI/plot_PMME
https://wmolc.org/seasonPmmeUI/plot_PMME
https://iri.columbia.edu/our-expertise/climate/forecasts/seasonal-climate-forecasts/
https://charts.ecmwf.int/products/seasonal_system5_standard_rain?area=GLOB&base_time=202606010000&stats=tsum&valid_time=202607020000
https://climateknowledgeportal.worldbank.org/sites/default/files/country-profiles/16813-WB_Bangladesh%20Country%20Profile-WEB.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/striking-balance-managing-el-ni-o-and-la-ni-myanmars-agriculture
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28253325/
https://www.climatecentre.org/wp-content/uploads/Climate-Centre-El-Nino-Storylines-Myanmar.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/jun/23/iran-war-oil-prices-hormuz-el-nino-south-east-asia-impact
https://www.ifpri.org/blog/country-level-analysis-iran-war-increasing-global-poverty-and-food-insecurity/
https://wmolc.org/seasonPmmeUI/plot_PMME
https://iri.columbia.edu/our-expertise/climate/forecasts/seasonal-climate-forecasts/
https://charts.ecmwf.int/products/seasonal_system5_standard_rain?area=GLOB&base_time=202606010000&stats=tsum&valid_time=202607020000
https://iri.columbia.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/ElNino_Rainfall.pdf
https://www.wfp.org/publications/el-nino-fao-wfp-joint-anticipatory-action-appeal-june-2026-march-2027
https://www.wfp.org/publications/el-nino-fao-wfp-joint-anticipatory-action-appeal-june-2026-march-2027
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/jun/23/iran-war-oil-prices-hormuz-el-nino-south-east-asia-impact
https://reliefweb.int/report/indonesia/idn-drought-06-2026-anticipatory-action-severe-drought-risk-due-el-nino-and-positive-iod-indonesia-2026-2026-06-09
https://reliefweb.int/report/philippines/philippines-tropical-cyclones-and-floods-revised-humanitarian-needs-and-priorities-nov-2024-april-2025?_gl=1*3xwe23*_gcl_au*MTcwNTQzNTQ2Ny4xNzc3MDE3OTQw*_ga*MzY1MzgxMDA3LjE3NDQyMzAyMDM.*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*czE3ODI0ODQ3NDgkbzMwNCRnMCR0MTc4MjQ4NDc0OCRqNjAkbDAkaDA.
https://reliefweb.int/disaster/eq-2026-000083-phl
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/jun/23/iran-war-oil-prices-hormuz-el-nino-south-east-asia-impact
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LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

Central America and the Caribbean

El Niño is very likely to trigger drought conditions across the Caribbean, large parts 
of Central America, and northern South America, with the Dry Corridor likely to 
be hit hardest (WFP/FAO 18/06/2026). Seasonal forecasts anticipate below-average 
precipitation and above-average temperatures between July–December 2026 
across Cuba, Haiti, Honduras, Guatemala, El Salvador, Nicaragua, and Venezuela 
(WMO accessed 26/06/2026; IRI 15/06/2026). The combination of drier and hotter than 
normal conditions is anticipated to disrupt agriculture and livelihoods as well as 
trigger heatwaves, wildfires, water scarcity, and vector-borne and waterborne 
diseases, affecting millions of people. Food insecurity and malnutrition are also 
likely to increase. In 2015/2016, El Niño left an estimated 3.5 million people food 
insecure across the Dry Corridor, and triggered harvest losses of up to 70% in Haiti, 
doubling food insecurity rates (FAO 22/06/2026). 

In the Dry Corridor, which spans Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
and Nicaragua and hosts over ten million people, about 80% of the population 
relies on smallholder production of staple grains and lives in chronic poverty (FAO 
2021). As a result of high vulnerability to climate shocks and low coping capacity, 
Honduras and Guatemala face the highest risk of humanitarian impact from El 
Niño drought, which is likely to severely affect maize yields, with both the primera 
season (harvested between August–October) and the postrera season (harvested 
between December–March) at risk (GEOGLAM 04/06/2026; FEWS NET accessed 27/06/2026; 
INFORM accessed 27/06/2026). Water scarcity is also anticipated to affect domestic 
water consumption, with poor access to safe water, sanitation, and hygiene leading 
disease outbreaks (IFCR 28/04/2026). 

In Haiti, dry conditions threaten to affect the autumn and winter cropping seasons 
(harvested between December–January), compounding an already fragile context 
marked by widespread armed violence, mass displacement, limited access to basic 
services, and persistently high food prices that are eroding household purchasing 
power (FEWS NET 31/05/2026; FEWS NET 07/2024 d). This is likely to further increase food 
insecurity and malnutrition ahead of the lean season (October–December) and into 

2027, with 52% of the population already projected to be in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) or 
above levels of food insecurity between March–June 2026 (WFP accessed 26/06/2026). 
Reduced access to safe water and hygiene may also drive an increase in waterborne 
diseases, especially during the peak season between October–November (ACTED 
17/04/2026; ACAPS accessed 26/06/2026).

In Cuba, dry conditions may affect main season rice yields, further compounding 
food import, production, storage, and supply challenges driven by the oil blockade. 
Such conditions may also increase the incidence of waterborne diseases, placing 
additional pressure on a health sector already facing critical shortages of medicine 
and medical supplies, as well as disruptions to equipment functionality, service 
capacity, and accessibility (ACAPS 17/04/2026; GEOGLAM 04/06/2026).

Table 8. El-Niño-related hazards in Central America and the Caribbean

https://www.wfp.org/publications/el-nino-fao-wfp-joint-anticipatory-action-appeal-june-2026-march-2027
https://wmolc.org/seasonPmmeUI/plot_PMME
https://iri.columbia.edu/our-expertise/climate/forecasts/seasonal-climate-forecasts/
https://www.fao.org/newsroom/detail/el-ni%C3%B1o-is-coming.-here-is-where-the-risks-to-agriculture-are-highest/en
https://www.fao.org/family-farming/detail/fr/c/1415686/
https://www.fao.org/family-farming/detail/fr/c/1415686/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/636c12f7f9c2561de642a866/t/6a21beebb3e27d5a5e094328/1780596465654/EarlyWarning_CropMonitor_202606.pdf
https://fews.net/latin-america-and-caribbean/honduras
https://drmkc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/inform-index/INFORM-Warning/INFORM-Warning-platform
https://www.ifrc.org/article/2026-el-nino-how-are-we-preparing-its-impact-latin-america-and-caribbean
https://fews.net/fr/latin-america-and-caribbean/haiti/mise-jour-des-messages-cles/mai-2026/print
https://fews.net/latin-america-and-caribbean/haiti/seasonal-calendar/july-2024
https://hungermap.wfp.org/food?w=ipc-phase-3&m=percentage
https://reliefweb.int/report/haiti/haiti-mecanisme-de-reponse-rapide-rrm-fiche-dalerte-20260415actepismasma?_gl=1*xh1npb*_gcl_au*MTcwNTQzNTQ2Ny4xNzc3MDE3OTQw*_ga*MzY1MzgxMDA3LjE3NDQyMzAyMDM.*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*czE3ODI1MTM0NDYkbzMwOCRnMSR0MTc4MjUxMzQ1NSRqNTEkbDAkaDA.
https://reliefweb.int/report/haiti/haiti-mecanisme-de-reponse-rapide-rrm-fiche-dalerte-20260415actepismasma?_gl=1*xh1npb*_gcl_au*MTcwNTQzNTQ2Ny4xNzc3MDE3OTQw*_ga*MzY1MzgxMDA3LjE3NDQyMzAyMDM.*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*czE3ODI1MTM0NDYkbzMwOCRnMSR0MTc4MjUxMzQ1NSRqNTEkbDAkaDA.
https://www.acaps.org/en/thematics/all-topics/seasonal-calendar
https://www.acaps.org/fileadmin/Data_Product/Main_media/20260417_ACAPS_Cuba_-_Impact_of_the_oil_blockade_on_humanitarian_needs_.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/636c12f7f9c2561de642a866/t/6a21beebb3e27d5a5e094328/1780596465654/EarlyWarning_CropMonitor_202606.pdf
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South America

El Niño typically brings below-average precipitation in northern South America 
between June–March (IRI accessed 29/06/2026). Seasonal forecasts for the July–
December 2026 period anticipate this pattern, with below-average precipitation 
and above-average temperatures likely across Venezuela and northern Colombia, 
increasing the risk of agricultural drought, heatwaves, wildfires, water scarcity, and 
disease, such as dengue (WMO accessed 29/06/2026; IRI 15/06/2026). 

In Venezuela, dry conditions are likely to lead to a below-average May–November 
rainy season, compounding WASH and health challenges, especially in earthquake-
affected areas. The combination of below-average precipitation and above-average 
temperatures may also reduce both winter and summer rice and maize yields, 
increasing food prices (ACAPS accessed 29/06/2026; FEWS NET 03/2026). That said, 
precipitation extremes may still occur until November, which could challenge relief 
operations, affect physical access to earthquake-hit zones, and compound the 
needs of displaced people. 

In Colombia, dry conditions are likely to lead to a below-average May–November 
rainy season, which is expected to reduce the production of local food staples 
such as banana, maize, rice, cassava, and sorghum, alongside cocoa, coffee, and 
fruit, key sources of income for farmers (WB 05/07/2021; FEWS NET 24/04/2026; Lifeder 
16/08/2022). Between October–December 2026, dry conditions may extend to the rest 
of the country, affecting the second rainy season (September–December) across 
the Andean region, reducing maize and rice production and water availability (WMO 
accessed 29/06/2026; IRI 15/06/2026; Urrea et al. 23/04/2019).

During El Niño, Ecuador typically experiences above-average precipitation. Seasonal 
forecasts anticipate wetter-than-normal conditions across the country between 
July–December 2026, increasing the risk of flooding during the rainy season 
(December–May) and potentially leading to crop and infrastructure damage as well 
as higher incidence of vector-borne diseases, such as dengue (WMO 29/10/2020; IRI 
2023; ACAPS accessed 02/07/2026). 

Table 9. El-Niño-related hazards in South America 

https://iri.columbia.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/ElNino_Rainfall.pdf
https://wmolc.org/seasonPmmeUI/plot_PMME
https://iri.columbia.edu/our-expertise/climate/forecasts/seasonal-climate-forecasts/
https://www.acaps.org/en/thematics/all-topics/seasonal-calendar
https://fews.net/latin-america-and-caribbean/venezuela/seasonal-calendar/march-2026
https://climateknowledgeportal.worldbank.org/sites/default/files/2021-07/15520-WB_Colombia%20Country%20Profile-WEB%20%283%29.pdf
https://fews.net/latin-america-and-caribbean/colombia/special-report/april-2026
https://www.lifeder.com/agricultura-region-caribe/
https://www.lifeder.com/agricultura-region-caribe/
https://wmolc.org/seasonPmmeUI/plot_PMME
https://wmolc.org/seasonPmmeUI/plot_PMME
https://iri.columbia.edu/our-expertise/climate/forecasts/seasonal-climate-forecasts/
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1029/2018wr023316
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/la-ni-has-developed
https://iri.columbia.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/LANINA_RAINFALL_2023.pdf
https://iri.columbia.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/LANINA_RAINFALL_2023.pdf
https://www.acaps.org/en/thematics/all-topics/seasonal-calendar
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