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Pre-existing vulnerabilities, access constraints, and anticipated
impact in earthquake-affected areas of La Guaira, Caracas, Caraboho, and Yaracuy

CRISIS OVERVIEW

MAP 1. STATES IMPACTED BY THE EARTHQUAKES

0On 24 June 2026, at around 18:05 local time, two strong earthquakes
with magnitudes of 7.2 and 7.5 struck north-central Venezuela in
rapid succession, with epicentres near Morén (Carabobo state) and
San Felipe (Yaracuy state). Tremors were felt across the country, with
Greater Caracas (Distrito Capital) and La Guaira state experiencing
the most severe damage and declared a ‘disaster zone’, followed
by Carabobo, Yaracuy, Miranda, Aragua and Falcén (states are
listed in order of impact). More than 500 aftershocks, including two
measuring magnitudes of 4.6 and 5.1 on 29 June, have heightened

safety concerns for civilians and responders (0CHA 29/06/2026 and
28/06/2026; ElI Tiempo 29/06/2026; IFRC 26/06/2026; CNN 26/06/2026; The

Guardian 29/06/2026).

By 3 July, at least 2,595 people had died, over 12,400 had been
injured, 40,000 reported as missing and 12,841 displaced. An
estimated 6.6 million people felt the earthquake, approximately 4.33
million of whom were located within the Modified Mercalli Intensity
(MMI) VI zone, the threshold at which structural damage begins;
around 690,000 were exposed to MMI VIl intensity, the level at
which damage becomes moderate to significant; and 124,000 were
in the MMI VIII zone, the level at which damage is characterised
as severe.! Medical needs are a priority because of the number
of people injured, along with confirmed and possible damage of

up to 848 health facilities in the affected states (0CHA 03/07/2026;
DFS 25/06/2026; Health Cluster/PAHO 25/06/2026; France 24 27/06/2026; CNN

36/06/2026). The number of people displaced is unclear. By 1 July,
13,500 people had been evacuated (OCHA 01/07/2026).

1 MMIis a qualitative scale measuring the effects and damage of an earthquake at a given location.

Any comments or questions? Please contact us at info@acaps.org
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https://reliefweb.int/report/venezuela-bolivarian-republic/earthquakes-venezuela-situation-report-6-29-june-2026-time-0600-pm
https://reliefweb.int/report/venezuela-bolivarian-republic/earthquakes-venezuela-situation-report-no-5-28-june-2026-time-500-pm
https://www.eltiempo.com/mundo/venezuela/sigue-temblando-en-venezuela-tras-terremotos-reportan-movimientos-de-5-1-y-4-2-hoy-29-de-junio-en-varias-ciudades-3567749
https://go.ifrc.org/field-reports/18426
https://edition.cnn.com/2026/06/24/americas/venezuela-earthquake-latam-intl
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/jun/29/strong-aftershock-terrifies-venezuelans-days-after-devastating-twin-quakes
https://reliefweb.int/report/venezuela-bolivarian-republic/earthquakes-venezuela-situation-report-9-02july-2026-time-0900-pm
https://reliefweb.int/report/venezuela-bolivarian-republic/terremoto-en-venezuela-panorama-de-la-situacion-25-de-junio-de-2026
https://reliefweb.int/report/venezuela-bolivarian-republic/venezuela-health-cluster-earthquakes-situation-report-1-25-june-2026
https://www.france24.com/es/am%C3%A9rica-latina/20260627-necesitamos-que-traigan-gr%C3%BAas-venezolanos-piden-intensificar-las-labores-de-b%C3%BAsqueda-a-tres-d%C3%ADas-del-doble-terremoto
https://edition.cnn.com/2026/06/24/americas/venezuela-earthquake-latam-intl
https://edition.cnn.com/2026/06/24/americas/venezuela-earthquake-latam-intl
https://reliefweb.int/report/venezuela-bolivarian-republic/venezuela-terremotos-de-junio-de-2026-snapshot-de-situacion-ultima-actualizacion-30-de-junio-de-2026
https://maps.mapaction.org/dataset/2026-ven-001-ma007-v1/resource/63c4a118-f7ea-484c-aa94-ffef11e51758

Figure 1. Absolute counts of damages by state and source
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Figure 2. Damage rate by state and source
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All sources highlight La Guaira as the worst-affected area, followed by Carabobo or Caracas’s Distrito Capital depending on the source. Damage estimates from satellite imagery
vary between sources because they use different methods, cover different geographic areas, and measure damage differently. SAR (Synthetic Aperture Radar) coherence detects
broad structural changes over large areas, Al-based optical analysis identifies visible damage from satellite images, and Copernicus Emergency Management Service (EMS)
provides detailed assessments for smaller, targeted locations. The figures should be seen as a range of possible damage estimates instead of one final count. Where different
sources show similar results, confidence in the estimates is higher. There were also differences in geographic coverage available at time of publication.

Source: ACAPS using data from CHD accessed 01/07/2026

ANTICIPATED SCOPE AND SCALE

Displacement is likely to increase as residents in affected areas who are unable
to access shelter, or income may be compelled to relocate, potentially increasing
dependence on humanitarian assistance.

Between July—December 2026, El Nifio conditions in Venezuela are expected to
cause drier and hotter-than-normal conditions, indicating a likely below-average
rainy season and an increased risk of drought across the country, including
earthquake-affected areas. Precipitation extremes may still occur until November,

which could challenge relief operations, affect physical access to earthquake-hit
zones, and compound the needs of displaced people (WMO accessed 29/06/2026; IRI
accessed 29/06/2026). This will enhance the risk of waterborne diseases and affect
crops and pasture, with severe impacts on health, nutrition, and access to water,
sanitation, and hygiene, further undermining the recovery of earthquake-affected
populations (IASC et al. 22/06/2026; ElDiario 20/06/2026; Minec 15/06/2026).

People staying in makeshift shelters face heightened exposure to rain, flooding,
and other environmental shocks (La 100 25/06/2026). This exposure increases the risk
of waterborne and vector-borne disease, further undermining already limited privacy
and protection.


https://chd-ds-geospatial-impact-viewer.azurewebsites.net/
https://wmolc.org/seasonPmmeUI/plot_PMME
https://iri.columbia.edu/our-expertise/climate/forecasts/seasonal-climate-forecasts/
https://iri.columbia.edu/our-expertise/climate/forecasts/seasonal-climate-forecasts/
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/inter-agency-report-global-enso-analysis-cell-el-nino-status-and-humanitarian-outlook
https://eldiario.com/2026/06/20/fenomeno-el-nino-venezuela/
https://www.minec.gob.ve/fenomeno-el-nino-sera-intenso-en-venezuela-sin-llegar-a-la-sequia-extrema/
https://la100.cienradios.com/mundo/panico-por-las-replicas-y-acampe-con-colchones-en-las-calles-asi-paso-la-noche-venezuela-tras-los-terremotos/

Protection needs are likely to emerge in overcrowded shelters. In one collective
shelter in Catia La Mar, hundreds of people are sharing as few as two toilets. These
conditions heighten health risks and expose women, girls, older people, people with
disabilities, and Afrodescendant communities to compounded protection concerns
and dignity violations

The convergence of pre-existing poverty, income loss, and high food costs is likely
to compound food insecurity and malnutrition risks across areas affected by the
earthquakes. More than five million people required food assistance by early June, as
the entire country was experiencing Stressed (IPC Phase 2) levels of food insecurity.
Poor households - particularly those living in informal settlements around urban
areas — are likely to have been experiencing Crisis (IPC Phase 3) levels

. Approximately 68% of the country’s population already
lived in poverty prior to the crisis . By
May 2026, the cost of the basic food basket for a family of five reached USD 772.74,
a 5.7% increase from April; this is nearly six times the national minimum wage of
USD 130

A degraded media and telecommunications environment will likely restrict
information flows and hamper needs assessment, while a fragmented affected
population adds further complexity to response planning. The ACAPS Humanitarian
Access Index points to bureaucratic barriers, constrained access for people in
need (6/10), and fragile infrastructure likely to suffer further damage and reduce
connectivity to remote populations

The combination of limited electricity, and reduced law enforcement capacity is
likely to increase households’ exposure to theft, exploitation, and unmet basic
needs, mostly among displaced people and those living in damaged or abandoned
homes. In urban areas throughout the state of La Guaira, looting and insecurity
are affecting earthquake-affected communities, with pharmacies, supermarkets,
businesses, and damaged homes apparently looted, including during search-and-
rescue operations, leaving affected households without essential belongings, food,
medicine, and other critical assets. Reports also indicate that some individuals
have posed as firefighters to steal from damaged properties, while allegations of
theft by security personnel have further undermined public trust

The country ranks 28th globally on the INFORM Risk Index, reflecting high
earthquake exposure (8.1/10) and limited coping capacity (7/10) driven by weak
institutional capacity and governance (8.6/10) as well as constrained healthcare
access (6.8/10), factors likely to hinder emergency response and worsen secondary
health impacts. A very high conflict probability score (9.3/10) signals persistent
instability that could further complicate humanitarian access, aid delivery, and
recovery
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https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/dos-ba%C3%B1os-en-un-refugio-con-cientos-de-sobrevivientes-del-terremoto-en-venezuela/91665281
https://reliefweb.int/report/venezuela-bolivarian-republic/venezuela-key-message-update-erosion-household-purchasing-power-continues-amid-high-food-prices-may-september-2026
https://reliefweb.int/report/venezuela-bolivarian-republic/venezuela-key-message-update-erosion-household-purchasing-power-continues-amid-high-food-prices-may-september-2026
https://reliefweb.int/report/venezuela-bolivarian-republic/wfp-venezuela-country-brief-march-2026
https://insoencovi.ucab.edu.ve/indicadores-demografcos/
https://www.france24.com/es/minuto-a-minuto/20260508-el-68-5-de-los-hogares-de-venezuela-son-pobres-seg%C3%BAn-un-estudio
https://www.elespectador.com/mundo/venezuela/una-familia-en-venezuela-necesita-772-dolares-al-mes-para-cubrir-canasta-basica-en-2026-ong/
https://efectococuyo.com/la-humanidad/canasta-familiar-supera-los-785-en-mayo-de-2026-segun-cendas-fvm/
https://www.acaps.org/en/thematics/all-topics/inform-severity-index
https://www.marca.com/tiramillas/sociedad/2026/06/30/ve-terremoto-venezuela-saqueos-caos-rabia-supervivientes.html
https://www.elcolombiano.com/internacional/terremoto-venezuela-robos-saqueos-victimas-JI38306384
https://www.elcolombiano.com/internacional/terremoto-venezuela-robos-saqueos-victimas-JI38306384
https://www.france24.com/es/minuto-a-minuto/20260628-robos-y-saqueos-en-zona-devastada-de-venezuela-la-otra-cara-de-la-tragedia
https://drmkc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/inform-index/INFORM-Risk/Country-Risk-Profile
https://drmkc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/inform-index/INFORM-Severity/Severity-Crisis-Profile

AIM OF THE REPORT

Thisreport brings together current knowledge of the earthquakes’ impacts, pre-crisis
conditions in affected areas, and anticipated future impacts. The report highlights
pre-existing vulnerabilities to support a more informed, targeted humanitarian
response and identifies different types of access constraints that may affect the
response, including the characteristics of the evolving information ecosystem,
following the

Methodology

This report is based on a secondary data review of public sources. The states
analysed in this report were selected according to a combination of the following:

+ percentage of people affected, taking population density into account
+ data on humanitarian needs and damage to essential infrastructure
+ the level of the earthquakes’ reported impacts and information available

+ proximity to the epicentres
+ pre-existing vulnerabilities.

INFORMATION GAPS

The number of people affected, exposed, and missing per state is evolving and
not fully determined as a result of continuing search-and-rescue efforts and
assessments. Assessments, media, and official statements provide different figures,
potentially as a result of differing methodologies. There is limited information on
groups such as prisoners, returnees, and people recently deported from the US,
which could undermine family tracing efforts.

Most available reporting focuses on La Guaira and Caracas, where the density of
the affected population appears to have amplified the scale of impact. Carabobo,
Falcén, Miranda, and Yaracuy may also be experiencing significant humanitarian
impacts that remain underreported because of limited information flows from these
areas.

Official demographic information is limited, as the latest census is from 2011.
The most reliable figures are from Universidad Catolica Andrés Bello (UCAB) based
on Encuesta Nacional de Condiciones de Vida (ENCOVI, National Survey of Living
Conditions) data, though dates vary by indicator (2020-2021).

Limited socioeconomic data is available. The National Statistics Institute has
not published regular, reliable data for over ten years and the Government has, at
times, restricted or delayed the release of figures on poverty, inflation, and other
sensitive indicators. Information often comes from international organisations
and surveys with differing methodologies. Night-time light reflectance and similar
proxy indicators can offer useful approximations of socioeconomic conditions and
economic activity, but their scope is limited.

Official pre-crisis and granular information on malnutrition and food insecurity per
state is limited because of the limited presence of international aid architecture,
official censorship, and data collection access constraints.

The latest official epidemiological report was published in May and corresponds
to cumulative cases of diseases registered in April . The lack of
regularly updated information on diseases impedes a timely response.


https://www.acaps.org/fileadmin/Technical_notes/20211207_acaps_humanitarian_access_methodology_note_december_2021.pdf
https://mpps.gob.ve/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/SE16-BOLETIN-2026-REV-11mayo2026.pdf

ACCESS CONSTRAINTS IN EARTHQUAKE-AFFECTED AREAS

Bureaucratic constraints

Under the Government of Nicolds Maduro, authorities systematically denied the
existence of humanitarian needs arising from the country’s economic collapse and
imposed bureaucratic barriers to the registration of international organisations.
The changein leadership to Interim President Rodriguez in January has notindicated
any significant change in approach (TNH 14/01/2026; Tugaceta Oficial 05/01/2026).

Entrenched structural impediments risk slowing or obstructing the entry of
humanitarian organisations trying to reach the areas most severely affected by
the earthquakes, particularly when rapid registration and operational authorisation
are required to scale up the response. Initial response efforts have relied heavily
on community networks and volunteers instead of state institutions, with affected
communities reporting delays in rescue operations, debris clearance, and assistance
(El Pais 30/06/2026; Reuters 29/06/2026).

There has been systematic suppression of independent reporting in Venezuela.
Journalists operating outside state-aligned media have faced sustained pressure
from the Government, including harassment, obstruction, and arbitrary detention.
Between January—November 2025, 111 incidents of press freedom suppression
were documented, including 19 arbitrary arrests (Freedom House accessed 28/06/2026).

Censorship, limited transparency, and restrictions on the media and civil society
have weakened public trust in official information, increasing communities’
reliance on informal networks for information and assistance (Amnesty International
25/06/2026). This is likely to hinder situational awareness, reduce the effectiveness
of official risk communication, and complicate coordination between authorities,
humanitarian responders, and affected communities, delaying the delivery and
targeting of assistance (Amnesty International 25/06/2026; E| Pais 30/06/2026).

As a result of its prolonged economic and political deterioration, Venezuela ranked
24th of 97 crises globally on the INFORM Severity Index by May 2026 for the
severity of the pre-existing humanitarian crisis, with a ‘high’ severity classification
(7.6/10) (EC accessed 30/06/2026).
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Physical constraints

There is a lack of suitable machinery and specialised personnel across the affected
states, limiting access to the areas most damaged. Large concrete debris is slowing
access to people trapped under collapsed structures, reducing the likelihood of
successful rescues during the response’s critical first days. Rescues are also
hampered by hazardous conditions including water seepage, the risk of further
collapses, and heavy rainfall (CNN 26/06/2026; Infobae 26/06/2026).

Electricity and telecommunications are disrupted, limiting communication between
affected communities and responders, particularly in La Guaira and Caracas. This
is likely to delay needs assessments, reduce situational awareness, and hinder
coordination between humanitarian responders.

Both La Guairaand Caracas have been affected by damage or the preventive closure
of primary roads, bridges, and tunnels. Affected infrastructure includes the Pan-
American Highway, La Planicie Bridge, the Catia—La Guaira road, and Caraballeda
Bridge (see map 2) (Logistic Cluster accessed 26/06/2026; Meganoticias 26/06/2026; TeleSUR TV
26/06/2026; 20 Minutes 30/06/2026).

Table 1. Cross-cutting needs in earthquake-affected areas

By May 2026, critical gaps persisted in the supply of essential medicines and
medical and surgical supplies (Health Cluster 21/05/2026).

Most of the population cannot afford private medicine, and the public health
system is in a state of protracted collapse because of the lack of personnel,
Health supplies, medicine, and equipment (HumVenezuela 31/03/2026).

Since 2023, doctors have reported a shortage of vaccines against measles,
rubella, and tetanus-diphtheria toxoid, among others, putting thousands

of people at risk, particularly children (Cronicauno 09/06/2026; Infobae
08/06/2026).

Most buildings across the country are unlikely to have been built in line with
modern earthquake regulations; reports indicate a lack of enforcement of
building standards (CNN 26/06/2026; APnews 27/06/2026). This translates into
a higher likelihood of homes becoming uninhabitable or unsafe to return to,
prolonging displacement and increasing reliance on temporary shelters. There
is also the risk that buildings that did not collapse during the earthquake may
have sustained unseen structural damage and are at higher risk of harm from
future seismic activity.

Shelter


https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/analysis/2026/01/14/humanitarian-crisis-response-venezuela-analysis-post-maduro
https://tugacetaoficial.com/decreto-estado-de-conmocion-exterior-gaceta-oficial-n-6-954-extraordinario-3-de-enero-2026/
https://elpais.com/planeta-futuro/2026-06-30/venezuela-una-respuesta-humanitaria-de-alta-complejidad.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/aftershock-hits-caracas-rescue-efforts-enter-critical-hours-venezuela-2026-06-29/
https://freedomhouse.org/country/venezuela/freedom-world/2026
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2026/06/venezuela-human-rights-must-guide-earthquake-response-amid-devastating-crisis
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2026/06/venezuela-human-rights-must-guide-earthquake-response-amid-devastating-crisis
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2026/06/venezuela-human-rights-must-guide-earthquake-response-amid-devastating-crisis
https://elpais.com/planeta-futuro/2026-06-30/venezuela-una-respuesta-humanitaria-de-alta-complejidad.html
https://drmkc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/inform-index/INFORM-Severity/Severity-Crisis-Profile
https://cnnespanol.cnn.com/2026/06/26/venezuela/miedo-perdida-espera-terremotos-venezuela-orix
https://www.infobae.com/america/2026/06/26/caos-tras-el-sismo-en-venezuela-hospitales-colapsados-edificios-derrumbados-y-miles-de-personas-sin-localizar/
https://logie.logcluster.org/?op=ven
https://www.meganoticias.cl/mundo/525626-gobierno-venezuela-restriccion-acceso-zona-desastre-venezuela-terremotos-26-06-2026.html
https://www.dailymotion.com/video/xaioub2
https://www.dailymotion.com/video/xaioub2
https://www.20minutes.fr/monde/4231859-20260630-seisme-venezuela-malheurs-succedent-pays-peut-basculer-forme-anarchie
https://reliefweb.int/report/venezuela-bolivarian-republic/cluster-salud-informe-de-situacion-no-2-marzo-abril-2026
https://reliefweb.int/report/venezuela-bolivarian-republic/2025-follow-report-complex-humanitarian-emergency-venezuela-january-2026
https://cronica.uno/escasez-vacunas-esenciales-aumenta-riesgo-enfermedades-prevenibles-ninos-ninas/
https://www.infobae.com/venezuela/2026/06/08/denuncian-que-se-pone-en-peligro-la-salud-de-los-ninos-al-racionar-la-aplicacion-de-vacunas-en-venezuela/
https://www.infobae.com/venezuela/2026/06/08/denuncian-que-se-pone-en-peligro-la-salud-de-los-ninos-al-racionar-la-aplicacion-de-vacunas-en-venezuela/
https://edition.cnn.com/2026/06/24/americas/venezuela-earthquake-latam-intl
https://apnews.com/article/sismo-venezuela-construccion-deficiente-edificios-viejos-98fa30318bc450bd63220aa9f299f5f9

Shelter

Food security

Protection

Homes built with substandard materials are more susceptible to structural
collapse.

Venezuela lacks emergency shelters and, as a result, many buildings have been
repurposed and are likely to not have the conditions to host many people.

Between May—September 2026, it is expected that people across the country
will experience Stressed (IPC Phase 2) levels of food insecurity, which means
that households may be able to meet minimum food needs, but only by
depleting essential livelihood assets or through coping strategies unsustainable
in the long term, such as reducing meals, spending on health, education, or
other basic needs (FEWS NET 01/06/2026). After the earthquakes, food security
and nutrition needs will increase, placing children, those with pre-existing health
conditions, pregnant and lactating women, and older people at particular risk.

While information on national intersectional protection needs is lacking,

the Protection Cluster reported that it had only reached 8% of its 1.9-million
target population by April 2026 (Protection Cluster 29/05/2026). This low
coverage suggests that protection needs — including risks related to gender-
based violence and child protection — were already significantly underserved.
The earthquake is likely to aggravate these unmet needs by increasing
displacement, family separation, overcrowding in temporary shelters, and
disruption of already limited protection services.

The earthquake has heightened child protection risks, particularly through
family separation. Rapid assessments found that 17% of communities
reported unaccompanied or separated children. Displacement and inadequate
temporary shelters increase children’s exposure to protection risks as well as
the need for family tracing and reunification (UN News 30/06/2026).

Refugees, returnees, and other displaced groups are likely to face compounded
impacts from the earthquake. Structural barriers, including lack of shelter,

and limited financial resources may reduce their capacity to cope with hazard
impacts, while also limiting their visibility within the humanitarian response.

By the end of 2025, Venezuela was hosting over 210,000 refugees (UN News
26/06/2026; UNHCR 26/06/2026).

LA GUAIRA
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Table 2. Baseline information for La Guaira prior to the earthquakes

TOTAL POPULATION

Population under 15 years

Population over 65 years

Population density

Poverty rate

Multidimensional poverty rate

Population living in fragile housing with repair needs
Food-insecure population

Population with insufficient budget to purchase food
Population living with severe electricity failures

Population with severe water access restrictions

Population not connected to the water supply system

Population with serious acute health conditions

Population with serious chronic health conditions

360,888

29% (by 2020)
7% (by 2020)
241.07 per km?
94% (by 2021)
46% (by 2026)
62%

27%

94%

13%

61%

21%

27%

26%

Sources: Health Cluster/PAHO (05/01/2026); UCAB (accessed 26/06/2026 a); UCAB (accessed

26/06/2026 b); HumVenezuela (31/03/2026)

Note: population age breakdown and poverty rate are sourced from UCAB based on ENCOVI data;
figures reflect the most recent available year, which varies by indicator (2020-2021). Population
density calculated using population estimates. The disparity between ENCOVI and humanitarian
organisations’ poverty figures likely show differences in methodology and population coverage instead
of a contradiction. Both sources consistently indicate that poverty remains a persistent challenge,
pointing to severely limited coping capacity among communities facing the compounding impacts of

the earthquakes.

Table 3. Earthquake impact overview

People exposed in La Guaira MMI VII+

Worst-affected areas

Temporary collective shelters by 30 15
June

Caraballeda and Catia La Mar

Over 450,800 exposed to MMI VI+ and over 12,300 to

Sources: 0CHA (29/06/2026 and 28/06/2026); El Pitazo (25/06/2026); DFS (25/06/2026)
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Map 2. Location of health facilities and hazardous* facilities in La Guaira
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La Guaira holds considerable strategic and economic relevance as the country’s
principal maritime gateway. Its location between the coast and the mountains
makes La Guaira a critical supply corridor for Caracas and surrounding states, while
also exposing it to compounding natural hazards, including seismic activity and
rainfall-triggered landslides

By 25 June, demand at La Guaira’'s main hospitals had surged to 900% capacity

. Hospitals operating far beyond capacity
have limited ability to absorb further earthquake-related trauma cases, increasing
the risk that injured individuals will face delayed treatment or be unable to access
care altogether.

By 03 July, the water supply in La Guaira was working at only 68% capacity, affecting
hydration, sanitation, and increasing the risk of waterborne disease

La Guaira is home to one of Venezuela's largest Afrodescendant populations, a
historically marginalised group, though data on earthquake-related impact and
needs remains limited.
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Current and pre-existing access constraints

By 30 June, many volunteers in La Guaira had been denied access to various
affected areas, and aid had been restricted . The
Government has limited access between Caracas and La Guaira because traffic
congestion has been hampering the movement of ambulances and rescue teams.
As a result, volunteers and rescue workers not affiliated with the Government
or humanitarian organisations must obtain prior authorisation at a designated
checkpoint in Caracas before crossing into La Guaira

. This is likely limiting affected communities’ access to assistance given
the heavy reliance on volunteer support.

Road network capacity is at 90%, impeding patient transfers, medical supply
distribution, and the movement of emergency personnel and further straining an
already overwhelmed health system

Several hospitals are under severe pressure and face supply shortages, some have
been evacuated as a precaution, and at least two have confirmed structural damage.
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The Dr. José Maria Vargas Regional General Hospital, the main hospital in La Guaira,
and the Pariata Peripheral Hospital suffered damage to their infrastructure. By 2
July, the earthquakes’ impacts on private healthcare facilities remained unclear

Power outages, water interruptions, domestic gas supply failures,
telecommunications  disruptions, and transportation restrictions have been
reported in several affected areas. Power outages are also likely to restrict access
to health services. The electricity network in La Guaira is operating at 95% capacity

‘Colectivos’ — non-state armed groups that have historically functioned as a parallel
control force, suppressing political opposition to the dominant ‘Chavismo’ political
ideology — have conducted kidnappings, enforced social control, and carried out
armed patrols in La Guaira. By 2 July, no specific incidents had been documented in
2026, but their continued operational presence poses a risk to civilian security and
humanitarian access

Pre-existing vulnerabilities

Prior to the earthquakes, and according to interviews conducted at the parroquia
(parish) level, which is the smallest administrative subdivision within Venezuelan
municipalities, the primary barriers to healthcare access in La Guaira are the lack of
medical equipment (75%), insufficient availability of medicines (70%), long waiting
times (50%), and cost of care in private facilities (50%), reflecting the compounded
pressures facing an already overstretched health system

In January 2026, during the US military action targeting ex-President Maduro, bombs
affected warehouses linked to La Guaira’s dialysis and nephrology programme,
putting the continuity of care for more than 9,000 kidney patients at risk and further
constraining the availability of essential medical supplies and the delivery of critical
services (maternal and child health, sexual and reproductive healthcare, chronic
disease care, and emergencies) . By June 2026, it
remained unclear whether affected buildings and warehouses had fully recovered
from the damage.

Although, by April 2026, the latest official epidemiological report recorded no vector-
borne disease cases in La Guaira, underreporting is likely. Tropical conditions and
water storage practices create breeding environments for disease vectors, and
neighbouring countries with comparable geographic and climatic profiles reported
dengue and malaria cases in the same period .The peak of vector-
borne diseases usually falls from May—November, when rain increases

Shelter

Houses in informal dwellings built on the hillsides and coastline of La Guaira lack
any form of structural engineering or reinforcing beams . Most of
the houses are built from weak materials and at risk of collapse.

The US airstrikes also damaged residential buildings across the state, with Catia La
Mar among the worst-affected areas. Many families had already been displaced,
seekingrefugewithrelatives orrelocatingelsewherewithinthe state. Reconstructions
efforts were incomplete, leaving a significant number of households in acute shelter
need prior to the earthquakes

Livelihoods

La Guaira is Venezuela's primary maritime hub for consumer goods imports. The
state’s economy is heavily anchored in trade, tourism, small-scale fishing, and people
commuting to work in Caracas, usually in low-paid sectors such as construction
or domestic work . Structural damage
from the earthquakes directly threatens these livelihoods, disrupting commercial
activity
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Map 3. Locations of health facilities and hazardous facilities in Caracas, Distrito
Capital
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Disclaimer: the spatial distribution shows all available health facilities in these states prior to the
earthquakes; it is not evident if all of them have been affected.
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Table 4. Baseline information for Caracas’s Distrito Capital prior to the
earthquakes

TOTAL POPULATION 1,987,792
Population under 15 years 21% (by 2020)
Population over 65 years 11% (by 2020)
Population density 4.590 per km?
Poverty rate 90% (by 2021)
Multidimensional poverty rate 57% (by 2026)
Population living in fragile housing with repair needs 60%
Food-insecure population 27%
Population with insufficient budget to purchase food 56%
Population living with severe electricity failures 23%
Population with severe water access restrictions 72%
Population not connected to the water supply system A%

Sources: Health Cluster/PAHO/WHO 05/01/2026; UCAB (accessed 26/06/2026 a); UCAB (accessed
26/06/2026 b); HumVenezuela (31/03/2026); REACH (26/06/2026)

Table 5. Earthquake impact overview

Population exposed in Distrito Capital Over 753,800 exposed to MMI VI+

Worst-affected areas Chacao municipality

Temporary collective shelters by 29 June 50 transitional camps and 13 shelters

Sources: OCHA (28/06/2026); OCHA (30/06/2026); DFS (26/06/2026)

Caracas experienced significant structural damage, including the partial collapse
of essential infrastructure alongside residential and commercial buildings. At
least 100 buildings have collapsed in Los Palos Grandes (Chacao municipality) (El
Pitazo 25/06/2026; OCHA 25/06/2026). Preliminary assessments indicate that up to 91
emergency hospitals are located in areas of severe seismic activity. Several major
health centres have sustained significant damage or are operating under severely
constrained conditions, such as treating patients in car parks and operating despite
the partial collapse of lower floor wings (Health Cluster/PAHO 25/06/2026). The structural
compromise of facilities is critically limiting the healthcare system’s capacity to
respond to earthquake-related injuries and medical needs (NMas Youtube 27/06/2026;
IMC 26/06/2026).
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Pre-existing and current access constraints

By 25 June, Maiquetia International Airport, the country’s primary air entry point in
Caracas, was only partially operational, limited to certain humanitarian flights as
a result of damage to multiple runways and transit areas. Francisco de Miranda
Airport, which is a military airbase, had been activated, though with reduced runway
capacity. Airports closer to the hazard zone, including Michelena and Libertador,
are either non-operational or subject to restrictions, significantly reducing overall air
cargo throughput compared to pre-hazard levels (Logistic Cluster accessed 26/06/2026; El
Tiempo 26/06/2026; Health Cluster/PAHO 25/06/2026).

In Caracas, colectivos have restricted access to peripheral neighbourhoods under
their control, enforcing curfews and checkpoints. These groups have consolidated
sufficient power to impose codes of conduct, curfews, and checkpoints across
parts of the city — dynamics that continued into 2026, constraining aid delivery
(Insight Crime 09/01/2026; BBC 07/07/2017). These groups may limit responders’ ability to
reach people affected by the earthquakes (France 24 Youtube 10/01/2026; 0VV 30/03/2021).

Rail services have been suspended following the earthquakes, significantly
constraining people’s movement, humanitarian access, and aid distribution.
Infrastructure damage to rail networks is also likely, though the full extent remains
to be assessed. Metro services had resumed by 28 June, but it is unclear if the
system is fully operational and if there is any damage (0CHA 28/06/2026).

Pre-existing vulnerabilities

Prior to the earthquake, access to healthcare in Caracas was already affected by
the lack of laboratories, radiology facilities, fully equipped operating rooms, and
other supplies; a situation compounded by medical staff protests over low wages
in public healthcare facilities (Marti 23/06/2026; Cronica.uno 14/04/2026; Accion Solidaria/
Codevida 07/2021). Limited access to healthcare has particular impacts on maternal
health and people with chronic diseases.

Three cases of chikungunya were also reported in Caracas in April, which could
increase with the onset of the rainy season (May—November) (MPPS 11/05/2026; El
Diario 24/04/2026; WHO 14/04/2025; INAMEH accessed 29/05/2026).
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Electricity and access to services

Caracas already had an old and degraded electricity infrastructure, making it
vulnerable to frequent power cuts for several years (Infobae 13/05/2026; Bloomberg
08/05/2026).

The electricity grid was further degraded by attacks on the National Electric
System in January 2026 (HealthCluster/PAHO 05/01/2026; El Comercio 03/01/2026). By June,
the extent to which airstrike-related damage to infrastructure had been repaired
remained unclear. By March, approximately 22% of Caracas’s population faced
severe electricity deficits, with grid instability compounding existing humanitarian
vulnerabilities (HumVenezuela 31/03/2026).

Livelihoods

Approximately oneintenpeopleinDistrito Capitalis engagedininformal employment,
reliant on daily commercial and street-based economic activity, a particularly fragile
income source after the earthquakes. Structural damage, business closures, and
movement restrictions are likely to disrupt income generation, reducing purchasing
power and increasing dependence on humanitarian assistance (HumVenezuela
31/03/2026).
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CARABOBO Table 6. Baseline information for Carabobo prior to the earthquakes
Map 4. Health facilities and hazardous facilities in Carabobo TOTAL POPULATION 2,221,626
N S Population under 15 years 24% (by 2020)
A a Population over 65 years 9% (by 2020)
Falcon Population density 477.8 per km2
. W Poverty rate 93% (by 2021)
Multidimensional poverty rate 46% (by 2025)
Yaracuy
Population living in fragile housing with repair needs 55% (by 2025)
Food-insecure population 24% (by 2026)
Population with insufficient budget to purchase food 77%
Population living with severe electricity failures 49%
Aragua ) ) o
Population facing severe water access restrictions 74%
Carabobo - , o Population not connected to the water supply system 8%
4 Population with serious acute health conditions 42%
Population with serious chronic health conditions 13%
Sources: UCAB (accessed 26/06/2026 a); UCAB (accessed 26/06/2026 b); HumVenezuela (31/03/2026);
REACH (26/06/2026)
Table 7. Earthquake impact overview
. . . Around 1.3 million exposed to MMI VI+ and
Estimated population exposed in Carabobo over 97000 to MMI VIiI+
Worst-affected areas Juan José Mora municipality
Eojedes Legend Temporary collective shelters Unknown
1 International border
= Sources: DFS (25/06/2026); OCHA (28/06/2026); Analitica (26/06/2026); La Calle 25/06/2026; A24
@ Health facilities 24/06/2026)
Hazardous facilities
? 15 3.0km »f Airports

Carabobo is a coastal state in north-central Venezuela. Composed of 14
municipalities, it is one of the country’s most populous states. Carabobo’s extensive
road, maritime, and air transport infrastructure makes it a key logistics hub linking
Caracas with western Venezuela (CIEC accessed 28/06/2026).

Source: ACAPS using data from OCHA (accessed 28/06/2026 a); OCHA (accessed 28/06/2026h)
Disclaimer: the spatial distribution shows all available health facilities in these states prior to the
earthquakes; it is not evident if all of them have been affected.
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https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=2be068fbf7bcf6f5bdad0295e3bf21556a95387345674153252e6822946aefa9JmltdHM9MTc4MjY5MTIwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=03fda43c-37a5-653b-3db7-b2d136eb640c&psq=yaracuy+impact+earthquke&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9yZWxpZWZ3ZWIuaW50L2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL2EzYmRlMTczLWVlNjAtNDhiYS05OTliLTI5MzM0NGNjMGQxMy9JTVBBQ1RfVmVuZXp1ZWxhLUVhcnRocXVha2UtSnVuZS0yMDI2X0VtZXJnZW5jeS1TaXR1YXRpb24tT3ZlcnZpZXctQnJpZWZfMjYwNjIwMjZfY29tcHJlc3NlZC0xLnBkZg
https://reliefweb.int/report/venezuela-bolivarian-republic/terremoto-en-venezuela-panorama-de-la-situacion-25-de-junio-de-2026
https://reliefweb.int/report/venezuela-bolivarian-republic/terremotos-en-venezuela-reporte-de-situacion-5-28-de-junio-de-2026-hora-500-pm
https://www.analitica.com/actualidad/actualidad-nacional/doblete-sismico-causa-14-muertes-y-graves-destrozos-en-el-estado-carabobo/
https://lacalle.com.ve/carabobo-registro-danos-estructurales-en-varios-municipios/
https://www.a24.com/mundo/las-imagenes-mas-dramaticas-del-terremoto-venezuela-edificios-derrumbados-y-calles-cubiertas-escombros-n1569163
https://www.a24.com/mundo/las-imagenes-mas-dramaticas-del-terremoto-venezuela-edificios-derrumbados-y-calles-cubiertas-escombros-n1569163
https://www.ciec.org.ve/ZZZ/carabobo.htm

Carabobo was among the states hardest hit by the earthquakes, as the epicentres
of both were located off the coast near Morén, in Juan José Mora municipality.
Across the state, at least 46 houses have collapsed; electricity, drinking water, and
telecommunications were disrupted for more than 48 hours; and damage to the
Palma Sola highway interchange near Mordn restricted access to the Carabobo
coast, delaying humanitarian assistance (0CHA 28/06/2026; Analtica 26/06/2026; La Calle
25/06/2026; A24 24/06/2026).

Current and pre-existing access constraints

Localised transport disruptions resulting from the earthquakes have been reported,
particularly along the coastal corridor. By 25 June, the Morén—Carabobo distributor
road was operating under single-lane traffic control toward Boca de Aroa following
road damage, slowing movement into the worst-affected coastal municipalities
(MPPT 25/06/2026).

The Valencia metro was temporarily suspended while engineers conducted
preventive inspections of rail infrastructure. Authorities also deployed technical
teams across the state to assess transport infrastructure, maintain mobility, and
facilitate the delivery of humanitarian assistance (MPPT 25/06/2026).

Colectivos have been active in Carabobo in the past. While no specific incidents had
been documented in 2026 by 2 July, their continued operational presence poses
a credible risk to civilian security and humanitarian access (Clarin 06/01/2026; 0SAC
12/03/2025).

Thematic report | 03 July 2026 @

Pre-existing vulnerabilities

According to survey and interview studies, water quality is poor and access to
supply points in parts of Carabobo is difficult. Treatment options are severely
constrained by resource shortages, with boiling as the primary method available
but not consistently maintained. This increases exposure to waterborne diseases,
including diarrhoea, cholera, and typhoid, particularly among children and other at-
risk groups (REACH 26/06/2026).

Available data on health service access and provision, as well as disease prevalence,
in Carabobo remains limited. In April 2026, authorities reported at least one
confirmed case of yellow fever (MPPS 11/05/2026). There is also a high proliferation
of mosquitoes in Lake Valencia, attributed in part to elevated levels of organic
pollution in the lake. This environmental condition, combined with the presence
of contaminated stagnant water, increases the risk of vector-borne diseases (I
Impulso 03/06/2026; FMUC 01/06/2026). After the earthquake, disruption to drainage and
sanitation infrastructure is also likely to aggravate the risk of waterborne diseases
and challenge the maintenance of menstrual hygiene for women and girls.


https://reliefweb.int/report/venezuela-bolivarian-republic/terremotos-en-venezuela-reporte-de-situacion-5-28-de-junio-de-2026-hora-500-pm
https://www.analitica.com/actualidad/actualidad-nacional/doblete-sismico-causa-14-muertes-y-graves-destrozos-en-el-estado-carabobo/
https://lacalle.com.ve/carabobo-registro-danos-estructurales-en-varios-municipios/
https://lacalle.com.ve/carabobo-registro-danos-estructurales-en-varios-municipios/
https://www.a24.com/mundo/las-imagenes-mas-dramaticas-del-terremoto-venezuela-edificios-derrumbados-y-calles-cubiertas-escombros-n1569163
https://www.mppt.gob.ve/2026/ministerio-de-transporte-despliega-sala-situacional-y-activa-rutas-de-contingencia-para-atender-emergencia-por-sismo/
https://www.mppt.gob.ve/2026/ministerio-de-transporte-despliega-sala-situacional-y-activa-rutas-de-contingencia-para-atender-emergencia-por-sismo/
https://www.clarin.com/mundo/bandas-paramilitares-vez-acecho-calles-venezolanas_0_6wer0cLPJl.html
https://www.osac.gov/Content/Report/34f99e62-2161-412d-bfeb-1e752539f6bf
https://www.osac.gov/Content/Report/34f99e62-2161-412d-bfeb-1e752539f6bf
https://repository.impact-initiatives.org/document/impact/037ef757/IMPACT_Venezuela-Earthquake-June-2026_Emergency-Situation-Overview-Brief_26062026_compressed-1.pdf
https://mpps.gob.ve/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/SE16-BOLETIN-2026-REV-11mayo2026.pdf
https://www.elimpulso.com/2026/06/03/en-carabobo-el-mosquito-lagunero-una-amenaza-para-industrias-y-comunidades-cercanas-al-lago-de-valencia-3jun/
https://www.elimpulso.com/2026/06/03/en-carabobo-el-mosquito-lagunero-una-amenaza-para-industrias-y-comunidades-cercanas-al-lago-de-valencia-3jun/
https://fm.uc.edu.ve/2026/06/01/especialistas-aclaran-que-el-mosquito-lagunero-no-transmite-enfermedades-y-emiten-recomendaciones-ante-su-proliferacion-en-carabobo/09/

YARACUY

Map 5. Location of health facilities and hazardous facilities in Yaracuy
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Source: ACAPS using data from OCHA (accessed 28/06/2026 a); OCHA (accessed 28/06/2026 b)
Disclaimer: the spatial distribution shows all available health facilities in these states prior to the

earthquakes; it is not evident if all of them have been affected.
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Table 8. Baseline information for Yaracuy prior to the earthquakes

TOTAL POPULATION 660,740
Population under 15 years 29% (by 2020)
Population over 65 years 9% (by 2020)
Population density 93.06 per km2
Poverty rate 99% (by 2021)
Multidimensional poverty rate 66% (by 2025)

Population living in fragile housing with repair needs

51% (by 2025)

Food-insecure population 21%
Population with insufficient budget to purchase food 78%
Population living with severe electricity failures 42%
Population with severe water access restrictions 69%
Population not connected to the water supply system 40%
Population with serious acute health conditions 33%
Population with serious chronic health conditions 26%

Sources: UCAB (accessed 26/06/2026 a); UCAB (accessed 26/06/2026 b); HumVenezuela (31/03/2026)

Table 9. Earthquake impact overview

Over 160,000 exposed to MMI VI+ and

Estimated population exposed in Yaracuy over 13.000 to MMI Vill+

Worst-affected areas Cocorote, Nirgua

Temporary shelters Unknown
Sources: DFS (25/06/2026); OCHA (28/06/2026)

Yaracuy is located in Venezuela's central-western region, bordering Falcén to the
north, the Gulf of Triste to the northeast, Carabobo to the east, Cojedes to the south,
and Lara to the west. Yaracuy is composed of 14 municipalities and 21 parishes.
The population is largely concentrated in agricultural communities, with livelihoods
primarily dependent on farming (Brittanica accessed 29/06/2026; Govt. of Yaracuy accessed
29/06/2026).


https://data.humdata.org/dataset/venezuela-earthquake-hazardous-facilities
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/hot_overture_ven_emergency_facilities
https://insoencovi.ucab.edu.ve/indicadores-demografcos/
https://insoencovi.ucab.edu.ve/indicador-pobreza/
https://reliefweb.int/report/venezuela-bolivarian-republic/2025-follow-report-complex-humanitarian-emergency-venezuela-january-2026
https://reliefweb.int/report/venezuela-bolivarian-republic/terremoto-en-venezuela-panorama-de-la-situacion-25-de-junio-de-2026
https://reliefweb.int/report/venezuela-bolivarian-republic/terremotos-en-venezuela-reporte-de-situacion-5-28-de-junio-de-2026-hora-500-pm
https://www.britannica.com/place/Yaracuy
https://yaracuy.gob.ve/yaracuy/flora-y-fauna?__cf_chl_f_tk=PoBgEt9SpJdWQvur3it5x.15XnvuL9WaMHmL0QterGg-1782796635-1.0.1.1-M_xCIQ1bMrO1b.DHKaJhrP6a_x0ElTHblNtVpnVWXxQ
https://yaracuy.gob.ve/yaracuy/flora-y-fauna?__cf_chl_f_tk=PoBgEt9SpJdWQvur3it5x.15XnvuL9WaMHmL0QterGg-1782796635-1.0.1.1-M_xCIQ1bMrO1b.DHKaJhrP6a_x0ElTHblNtVpnVWXxQ

Yaracuy holds particular significance as the epicentral location of the earthquakes.
By 29 June, there was no information on the number of people killed or injured by
the earthquakes. There have been reported impacts on housing, buildings, and road
infrastructure, including cracked roads. At least 13 homes were heavily damaged
in San Felipe and two buildings under construction collapsed in Cocorote (0CHA
28/06/2026; Nueva Prensa 26/06/2026). The municipality of Nirgua experienced a two-
day power outage as a result of the earthquakes (Efecto Cocuyo 27/06/2026). It remains
unclear whether other municipalities also experienced power outages or damage to
the electrical grid.

No major access constraints have beenidentified for Yaracuy state. The comparative
scarcity of state-specific reporting — relative to other affected states — likely reflects
an information gap instead of an absence of impact, with pre-existing vulnerability
data for the state also limited.
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https://reliefweb.int/report/venezuela-bolivarian-republic/earthquakes-venezuela-situation-report-no-5-28-june-2026-time-500-pm
https://reliefweb.int/report/venezuela-bolivarian-republic/earthquakes-venezuela-situation-report-no-5-28-june-2026-time-500-pm
https://soynuevaprensadigital.com/npd/yaracuy-tras-los-sismos-viviendas-colapsadas-escombros-y-miedo/
https://efectococuyo.com/la-humanidad/como-afecto-el-doble-terremoto-a-los-estados-alrededor-de-la-falla/
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