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OVERVIEW

Between January–April 2026, humanitarian access in frontline oblasts remained 
challenging following shifts in the frontline. After frontline movement led to increased 
shelling, particularly in the east, raions in these areas have seen humanitarian 
access deteriorate. Access breakdown and service disruptions continue to develop 
in areas further beyond the frontline, with technological advancements expanding 
drone reach and placing an even wider region under threat of strikes.

This reporting period saw significant challenges in access to energy, heating, and 
other civilian services, as freezing weather conditions – the coldest in 15 years at 
−20°C – increased needs for electricity and heating sources. Persistent Russian 
strikes on energy infrastructure outpaced repairs, widening the gap between 
civilians’ service needs and the accessibility of those services and hampering 
humanitarian response capacity.

In Donetska oblast, Druzhkivka, Kramatorsk, and Sloviansk in Kramatorskyi raion 
became increasingly central to both military defence efforts and humanitarian 
action as the frontline moved as close as 15km away. These cities, which contain the 
largest remaining population centres in Ukrainian-controlled Donetska oblast, have 
experienced some of the most significant increases in aerial attacks and shifting 
frontlines from January–April 2026, increasing civilian evacuations and affecting 
humanitarians’ ability to consistently access these populations.

Kherson city and riverbank areas in Khersonskyi and Beryslavskyi raions continue to 
experience persistent strikes. Since January, the range of these strikes has slowly 
been increasing, with more attacks reaching as far as 25km and a very limited 
number reaching as far as 40km beyond the river. These attacks are raising the 
already high level of humanitarian action access severity within these regions. 
New Russian tactics, including the increased use of petal mines in Kherson city, 
are increasing the daily threat level throughout the city in both road and pedestrian 
areas, affecting civilian and humanitarian movements through the city.

Russian attacks on transport and logistics hubs persisted at elevated rates through 
the reporting period, reducing operational continuity for civilians, humanitarians, 
and military alike, particularly in the east and north. Because of this targeting, 
general insecurity in these areas also increased, hindering safe humanitarian 
access. Attacks have affected major roadways and transit points in places such 
as Barvinkove, Lozova, Pavlohrad, Romny, and Sloviansk, making movement 
more difficult and necessitating the use of alternative roads and routes for safer 
humanitarian passage.

Map 1. Humanitarian access severity at the oblast level by 30 April 2026

Source: ACAPS using data from ISW (accessed 05/05/2026)
Note: Maps showing access severity at the raion level are available later in the report.
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ABOUT THIS REPORT

Aim

This report compares access challenges across Ukrainian raions and oblasts to 
inform humanitarian responders and support decision-making. It is part of ACAPS’ 
regular analysis of access constraints, with the previous report published on 3 February 
2026.

Methodology

This analysis is based on changes in the access severity model and underpinning 
operational access dynamics between 1 January and 30 April 2026 as compared 
with the previous reporting period. ACAPS developed these updates using data 
collected from secondary sources and 11 interviews conducted in May 2026 with 
international and regional responders to assist in contextualising operational trends 
in frontline areas. Using these sources, the report increasingly seeks to portray the 
significant access events that have occurred during the reporting period, followed 
by analysis of why these events present changing access dynamics.

The fourth section of this report provides a short description of the methodology. 
The complete methodology, access events dataset, and access severity model API 
are available on the ACAPS Ukraine hub website.

This report contains the scoring and mapping of access constraints at the raion 
level, and scores are based on the application of ACAPS’ subnational access model 
for the raion-level data collection of access events. The methodology section at the 
end of this report details minor modifications, which were instituted in June 2025 
without materially changing comparability between report iterations.

ACAPS produces its access report three times per year and access-related datasets 
monthly.

Limitations

This analysis relies primarily on publicly available data, which, as a result of the 
dynamic situation, is unlikely to be comprehensive. Access severity scores at the 
raion level may be lower than expected, particularly in Russian-occupied territories, 
owing to an extremely limited response, fewer reported incidents, and lower 
conflict intensity, meaning that interpretation may be more limited and operational 
impacts harder to deduce. In extreme cases where scores do not adequately reflect 
the operational reality, they may be slightly elevated based on expert-informed 
calibration to better reflect actual conditions. 
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Map 2. Severity of restrictions on access to services 
and assistance by 30 April 2026

Source: ACAPS using data from ISW (accessed 05/05/2026)

Map 3. Severity of access constraints for 
humanitarians by 30 April 2026

Source: ACAPS using data from ISW (accessed 05/05/2026)

Map 4. Severity of physical and security constraints 
across Ukraine by 30 April 2026

 

Source: ACAPS using data from ISW (accessed 05/05/2026)

ACCESS TRENDS IN OBLASTS AND RAIONS FACING THE HIGHEST ACCESS CONSTRAINTS

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375
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Dnipropetrovska oblast

Map 5. Access severity at the raion level in Dnipropetrovska oblast by 30 April 
2026

Source: ACAPS using data from ISW (accessed 05/05/2026)

Table 1. Access severity at the raion level in Dnipropetrovska oblast by 30 April 
2026

RAION
ACCESS OF PEOPLE 

IN NEED TO 
HUMANITARIAN AID

ACCESS OF 
HUMANITARIAN 
ORGANISATIONS 

TO PEOPLE IN 
NEED

PHYSICAL, 
ENVIRONMENTAL, 

AND SECURITY 
CONSTRAINTS

ACCESS SCORE

Dniprovskyi 1.5 1.7 2.8 2.0

Kamianskyi 0.0 0.0 1.1 0.4

Kryvorizkyi 1.5 0.0 2.8 1.3

Nikopolskyi 1.5 1.4 3.0 2.0

Pavlohradskyi 0.0 0.0 1.3 0.4

Samarivskyi 0.0 0.0 0.9 0.3

Synelnykivskyi 5.0 3.3 2.8 3.7

Access severity score trend since January 2026: persistent access constraints in 
Synelnykivskyi raion

Raion with the highest number of events: Dniprovskyi raion

Most recurrent access event: service access restriction and obstruction

Dnipropetrovska oblast continued to experience conflict activity, particularly in 
Dniprovskyi, Kryvorizkyi, Nikopolskyi, and Synelnykivskyi raions. In Synelnykivskyi 
raion, Ukrainian forces were able to reclaim significant territory to the east of 
Pokrovske, limiting further Russian advances into the raion from January–April 2026 
(Deep State Map accessed 06/05/2026; ISW 10/03/2026). In the other three raions, conflict 
activity came largely from air and drone attacks, with Nikopolskyi raion in particular 
experiencing a high rate of attacks because of its proximity to the frontline. While 
broad access constraints for humanitarians did not change dramatically over the 
reporting period, there were isolated cases of insufficient shelters existing across 
Dniprovskyi, Nikopolskyi, and Synelnykivskyi raions, which, at times, restricted 
humanitarians’ ability to safely gather people for consultations and activity 
implementation (KII 07/05/2026). Information on dynamics in Synelnykivskyi raion is 
less easily available compared to other areas of the frontline, particularly in terms 
of humanitarian needs (KII 18/05/2026). Despite this information gap, the frontline 
movement that persisted throughout the reporting period suggests that needs 
remain high as with other portions of the frontline.

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375
https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-march-10-2026/
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Civilian access to services: Russian attacks on electrical, heating, transport, and 
residential infrastructure forced significant scheduled and emergency service 
outages throughout the oblast, with Dniprovskyi, Synelnykivskyi, and Nikopolskyi 
raions being particularly affected amid harsh winter conditions, particularly in 
January–February. In these areas, persistent attacks on infrastructure on 7 January, 
12 and 17 February, and 19 March left large portions of Dnipro and Nikopol cities 
without electricity, water, or heating, including more than 35,000 households 
in Nikopol and thousands in Dnipro, though the exact number was not reported. 
These attacks and their results contributed to a trend of continuous energy and 
heating outages (Suspilne 07/01/2026 a, 17/02/2026 a, and 19/03/2026). Consistent damage 
to these civilian services throughout the end of 2025 and the first four months of 
2026 has required daily scheduled outages for repairs to be introduced as recently 
as April 2026 (Suspilne 03/04/2026). Outages have also caused problems with internet 
connectivity, most prominently in Synelnykivskyi raion but also affecting Dniprovskyi 
raion to a lesser extent (Suspilne 07/01/2026 a). Strong winds and precipitation on 26 
April left up to 28,000 people in Dniprovskyi raion without power, suggesting that 
although the harshest winter months have passed, the grid may be more vulnerable 
to severe weather and other non-war events (Suspilne 26/04/2026 a). Russian strikes 
and inclement weather have caused regional and local transport delays to civilian 
transport trains, including on 9 and 30 January and 5 and 17 March (Suspilne 09/01/2026, 
30/01/2026, and 17/03/2026; Dumka 03/03/2026). While not a frontline portion of the 
oblast, Pavlohradskyi raion has experienced occasional administrative challenges, 
specifically at the transit centre in Pavlohrad, where there is disagreement between 
regional authorities as to which administrative authorities should be responsible for 
IDPs passing through, potentially leaving IDPs themselves unserved following their 
displacement (KII 18/05/2026).

Damage to civilian infrastructure: Dnipropetrovska oblast faced attacks on critical 
energy facilities, leaving 800,000 consumers across the oblast without electricity 
at the peak of the disruption periods in January (Euromaidan Press 08/01/2026). With 
overnight temperatures dropping below –15°C, authorities activated the emergency 
response plans and extended school winter holidays by two days (Kyiv Post 
08/01/2026). The deadliest attacks on civilian infrastructure were concentrated in 
Dnipro city and frontline-adjacent raions, particularly those in proximity to logistical, 
industrial, and administrative hubs such as Nikopol and Synelnykove. The highest 
number of casualties was linked to missile or drone strikes targeting residential 

and urban civilian areas, with one of the most lethal attacks killing eight civilians 
on 25 April 2026 (Ukrainska Pravda 25/04/2026). Sustained shelling of Nikopolskyi raion 
continued to drive cumulative civilian harm and infrastructure degradation despite 
lower per-incident fatalities compared with Dnipro. Damage and security threats to 
the Pavlohrad–Pokrovsk highway up to 70km away from the frontline have made 
consistent physical interaction with aid recipients more challenging and forced 
some responders to conduct remote activities (KII 07/05/2026; KII 18/05/2026).

Despite Ukrainian forces retaking territory in Synelnykivskyi raion, continued strike 
activity in Synelnykivskyi and Nikopolskyi raions is increasing cumulative damage, 
while the security situation makes repairs very difficult. Like Kherson city, Nikopol 
city sits on the river barrier dividing Ukrainian and Russian forces and faces intense 
loitering munition targeting in high-population areas, with significant implications 
for civilian infrastructure. In areas with stronger air defences, such as Dnipro city, 
loitering munitions are increasingly penetrating central areas, increasing the risk of 
damage to civilian targets.

Figure 1. Number of air, drone, and shelling attacks in raions of Dnipropetrovska 
oblast, September–December 2025 vs. January–April 2026

Source: ACAPS using data from ACLED (accessed 05/05/2026)

https://suspilne.media/dnipro/1208146-blekaut-na-dnipropetrovsini-v-deakih-mistah-znikla-elektroenergia-ta-vodopostacanna/
https://suspilne.media/dnipro/1242184-masovana-ataka-rf-golovni-novini-dnipra-ta-oblasti-17-lutogo/?anchor=live_1771314356
https://suspilne.media/dnipro/1267496-golovni-novini-dnipra-ta-oblasti-19-berezna-2/?anchor=live_1773936741
https://suspilne.media/dnipro/1280208-golovni-novini-dnipra-ta-oblasti-3-kvitna-2/?anchor=live_1775189948
https://suspilne.media/dnipro/1208146-blekaut-na-dnipropetrovsini-v-deakih-mistah-znikla-elektroenergia-ta-vodopostacanna/
https://suspilne.media/dnipro/1298509-golovni-novini-dnipra-ta-oblasti-26-kvitna/?anchor=live_1777217334
https://suspilne.media/dnipro/1209328-cerez-obledeninna-kontaktnoi-merezi-zatrimuutsa-deaki-potagi-aki-kursuut-cerez-dnipro/
https://suspilne.media/dnipro/1227481-cerez-ataki-rf-ukrzaliznica-obmezila-ruh-poizdiv-do-zaporizza-ta-sinelnikovogo-so-kazut-pasaziri/
https://suspilne.media/zaporizhzhia/1265966-deaki-primiski-poizdi-so-kursuut-iz-ta-do-zaporizza-skasuvali-na-17-berezna-ukrzaliznica/
https://dumka.media/ukr/suspilstvo/1772546122-harkiv-zalishitsya-bez-potyagiv-do-berestina-uz-skasuvala-dva-reysi-cherez-remont
https://euromaidanpress.com/2026/01/08/humanitarian-catastrophe-is-unfolding-in-ukraines-dnipro-and-zaporizhzhia-despite-peace-talks/
https://www.kyivpost.com/post/67648
https://www.kyivpost.com/post/67648
https://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2026/04/25/8031831/
https://acleddata.com/conflict-data
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Figure 2. Main damage per type of infrastructure in Dnipropetrovska oblast from 
January–April 2026

*Some raions may not appear in ACAPS damages graphs due to the minimal open source reporting at 
the raion level.

Mandatory evacuation: worsening security conditions prompted mandatory 
evacuations for families with children from 13 towns in the Dubovykivska community 
of Synelnykivskyi raion, including Chapylyne and nearby villages, though the exact 
number of households evacuated was not reported (Mezha 07/01/2026 a). Increasing 
Russian attacks on railway infrastructure throughout April led to preventative 
railway evacuations and emergency passenger removals in advance of strikes. Most 
notably, 500 passengers were evacuated from a suburban train in Dnipropetrovska 
oblast after Russian strikes near railway lines on 13 April. Though this was a more 
isolated incident regarding impacts on civilian trains, it follows a trend of attacks 
on railway infrastructure more broadly (Ukrainska Pravda 13/04/2026). In March–April, 
evacuations of civilians in frontline areas, especially in Synelnykivskyi raion, were 
conducted under direct fire or drone threat. The manageable but increasing number 
of evacuees was reported by humanitarian transit centres in the oblast throughout 
January 2026 (UNHCR 10/02/2026). 

Donetska oblast

Map 6. Access severity at the raion level in Donetska oblast by 30 April 2026

Source: ACAPS using data from ISW (accessed 05/05/2026)

https://mezha.net/eng/bukvy/forced-evacuation-begins-in-dubovyky-community-dnipropetrovsk-region/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/04/13/8029931/
https://www.unhcr.org/ua/sites/ua/files/2026-02/UNHCR%20Ukraine%20Operational%20Update_10%20February%202026.pdf
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375
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Table 2. Access severity at the raion level in Donetska oblast by 30 April 2026

RAION
ACCESS OF PEOPLE 

IN NEED TO 
HUMANITARIAN AID

ACCESS OF 
HUMANITARIAN 

ORGANISATIONS TO 
PEOPLE IN NEED*

PHYSICAL, 
ENVIRONMENTAL, 

AND SECURITY 
CONSTRAINTS

ACCESS 
SCORE

Bakhmutskyi 5.0 3.3 2.2 3.5

Donetskyi 5.0 3.3 1.5 3.3

Horlivskyi 5.0 3.3 1.5 3.3

Kalmiuskyi 5.0 3.3 1.0 3.1

Kramatorskyi 5.0 5.0 3.7 4.6

Mariupolskyi 4.5 3.3 1.4 3.1

Pokrovskyi 5.0 3.9 2.4 4.1

Volnovaskyi 5.0 3.3 1.5 3.3

*Given extremely constrained physical access to Russian-occupied territories, fewer incidents may be 
reported, leading to lower-than-expected scores.

Access severity score trend since January 2026: increasing access constraints 
in Kramatorskyi raion

Raion with the highest number of events: Kramatorskyi raion

Most recurrent access event: persistent physical prevention of the use of 
services

Fighting in Donetska oblast continues to be a central point of the war, with the 
January–April 2026 reporting period seeing continued hostilities in Pokrovsk, 
Pokrovskyi raion, but with escalation in Kostiantynivka, Kramatorsk, and Sloviansk 
within Kramatorskyi raion (Deep State Map accessed 05/05/2026). Over the reporting 
period, Kramatorskyi raion experienced increasingly high rates of air strikes on 
population centres and frontline movement to within 15km of the larger urban 
areas. Throughout January–February, the area was active, though neither side 
made significant tactical advances (ISW 16/02/2026). In March–April, however, tactical 
artillery, aviation strikes, and troop build-up east and south of Kramatorsk reinforced 
the push towards Kostiantynivka and Druzhkivka from the south (ISW 15/04/2026 and 
21/03/2026). Increased insecurity caused by the proximity to the frontline has led 
to further mandatory evacuations from Druzhkivka, Mykolaivka, Sloviansk, and 

Sviatohirsk, and increased strikes have caused sustained service outages (Donetska 
Regional State Administration 25/03/2026; Ukrainska Pravda 20/03/2026 and 01/02/2026). Sloviansk 
and Kramatorsk, which have heavy defensive fortifications, are significantly larger 
than the urban areas that Russia has previously occupied since 2022. The sizeable 
civilian populations that still inhabit these areas – with up to 58,000 people in 
Kramatorsk and 47,000 in Sloviansk – mean that increased insecurity and disruption 
of services to the civilian population would aggravate the already significant needs 
and displacement levels (UA News 27/04/2026; Kramatorsk Post 06/04/2026).

Access constraints for humanitarians: in Ukraine-controlled territory, humanitarian 
access constraints in Donetska oblast continued to be most pronounced in 
Kramatorskyi raion. Increasingly strict curfews have been implemented in 
Mykolaivka and the surrounding areas of Kramatorskyi raion, some of which span 
periods of up to 20 hours at a time, making movement and programme delivery 
challenging (Suspilne 27/02/2026 and 28/02/2026). Increased attacks by first-person view 
(FPV) drones and other aerial attacks have reduced access windows and required 
more safety precautions in Kramatorsk and Druzhkivka, as evidenced by recent 
attacks on evacuation vehicles and points on 20 March and 3 April (UNHCR 16/04/2026). 
The larger urban centres in Kramatorskyi raion are experiencing overconcentration 
of humanitarian responders, while smaller towns in the region – where many older 
people and people with disabilities continue to live – are seeing fewer activities, 
despite these populations having greater difficulty travelling to urban centres for 
assistance. Humanitarian access in towns closer to the frontline is increasingly linked 
to presence in Sloviansk, particularly by April 2026. Ultimately, a key impediment to 
access comes from the need for organisations to analyse the security situation on a 
day-to-day basis, resulting in the cancellation or postponement of specific missions 
or delays in response (KII 07/05/2026). In the last few months, authorities across the 
oblast have started requesting information on staff entering the city or region, 
raising concerns that this could result in movement restrictions or delays in the 
coming months, although this had not materialised by the reporting period. In some 
isolated cases, international organisations have recently lost their critical status, 
meaning they may have fewer staff who can work in these frontline areas, given that 
their conscription waivers and ability to move freely are linked to this status and duty 
of care considerations (KII 13/05/2026). This could reduce the number of male staff 
willing to travel, particularly in areas with checkpoints, and make it harder for these 
organisations to maintain staffing levels as male staff seek work that provides the 
same conscription waiver.

https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-february-16-2026/
https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-april-15-2026/
https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-march-21-2026/
https://dn.gov.ua/en/news/yak-tryvaie-evakuatsiia-na-donechchyni03
https://dn.gov.ua/en/news/yak-tryvaie-evakuatsiia-na-donechchyni03
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/03/20/8026461/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2026/02/01/8018972/
https://ua.news/en/ukraine/u-slovianskii-gromadi-zalishaiutsia-blizko-47-tisiach-zhiteliv
https://www.kramatorskpost.com/stalo-vidomo-skilki-lyudei-zivut-zaraz-u-kramatorsku-ta-slovyansku_90130
https://suspilne.media/donbas/1251252-v-mikolaivci-vveli-dovgu-komendantsku-godinu-iz-1500-do-1100/
https://suspilne.media/donbas/1252058-miz-rajgorodkom-ta-slovanskom-skasuvali-avtobusne-spolucenna-mva/
https://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/unhcr-ukraine-operational-update-14-april-2026
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Humanitarian access has become highly restricted within Druzhkivka and around 
Kostiantynivka throughout the reporting period, and organisations may elect to 
focus on transit points and centres, including Barvinkove, where activities can be 
conducted more safely and with fewer disruptions. As the frontline shifts towards 
these urban areas, the Ukrainian forces become more present there as their defensive 
lines are pushed back, blurring the lines between civilian and military, complicating 
civilian movement and targeting risks. 

Figure 3. Number of air, drone, and shelling attacks in raions experiencing the 
highest level of attack, September–December 2025 vs. January–April 2026

 

Source: ACAPS using data from ACLED (accessed 05/05/2026)

Attacks on humanitarian responders and facilities: during the reporting period, 
repeated Russian FPV drone and aerial attacks targeting NGOs, volunteer groups, 
and humanitarian premises were reported in Kramatorskyi raion, specifically in 
Kramatorsk and Druzhkivka, affecting marked evacuation vehicles and interim 
evacuation points, resulting in the death of two evacuees and injuries to two others 
(UNHCR 16/05/2026). Additional strikes on humanitarian staff conducting evacuations 
in Kramatorskyi raion occurred on 2 January and 6 and 10 February, with the injury 
of a civilian evacuee recorded during the January incident (Suspilne 02/01/2026 a, 
06/02/2026, and 10/02/2026 a). 

Civilian infrastructure damage: new damage is most extreme in Kramatorskyi 
raion over the reporting period. There are multiple instances of apartment buildings 
damaged and at least eight people injured, including a 16 January attack using 
FAB-250 bombs that damaged an industrial site, warehouse, and three apartment 
buildings; an 18 March attack that damaged more than 30 homes and two high-rise 
apartment buildings; and a 29 April air strike damaging three apartment buildings, all 
in Kramatorsk (Ukrinform 16/01/2026; NV 18/03/2026; UNHCR X 29/04/2026). Attacks across 
the reporting period in Kramatorskyi raion have dealt serious damage to water, 
energy, and heating infrastructure, particularly in larger urban centres, including 
Druzhkivka, Kramatorsk, and Sloviansk (see next section on civilian access to 
services). These incidents suggest a continuing trend of aerial assaults striking 
critical infrastructure and damaging nearby residential buildings. 

Figure 4. Main damage per infrastructure type in Donetska oblast from January–
April 2026

*Some raions may not appear in ACAPS damages graphs due to the minimal open source reporting at 
the raion level.

Most damage to civilian infrastructure has been linked to Russia’s attempt to 
establish a presence in Kramatorskyi raion. During the reporting period, Russia 
advanced to within 15km of Druzhkivka, Kramatorsk, and Sloviansk, restricting the 
area of safe movement for humanitarian operations in the raion. This has meant 
that more aerial weapons are in range of the larger urban centres within the raion 

https://acleddata.com/conflict-data
https://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/unhcr-ukraine-operational-update-14-april-2026
https://suspilne.media/donbas/1203608-golovni-novini-doneckoi-ta-luganskoi-oblastej-2-sicna/?anchor=live_1767355083&utm_source=copylink&utm_medium=ps
https://suspilne.media/1232798-z-rosijskogo-polonu-povernulisa-ponad-150-ludej-vijskovi-rf-zmensili-kilkist-sturmiv-1444-den-vijni/?anchor=live_1770396172&utm_source=copylink&utm_medium=ps
https://suspilne.media/donbas/1236560-vijskovi-rf-atakuvali-avto-evakuacijnikiv-v-oleksievo-druzkivci-10-lutogo/
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-ato/4081111-russian-airstrike-on-kramatorsk-damages-three-apartment-buildings.html
https://english.nv.ua/nation/russian-strike-damaged-three-dozen-of-family-homes-two-high-rise-apartment-buildings-in-kramatorsk-50592733.html
https://x.com/UNHCRUkraine/status/2049782948233117891
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than have been at previous points in the war. Increased drone range has expanded 
the areas of high access constraints for operations and the likelihood of striking 
unintended targets. 

Civilian access to services: although numerous areas in Donetska oblast have 
experienced water outages and disruptions to other civilian services, Druzhkivka, 
Kramatorsk, and Sloviansk in Kramatorskyi raion – which have the largest 
remaining populations and have been experiencing persistent Russian strikes – 
have seen the biggest deterioration in civilian service access. Kostiantynivka, which 
is more depopulated, has seen many municipal services effectively suspended (KII 
07/05/2026). Water and electrical outages have been particularly frequent during the 
reporting period. Druzhkivka experienced electrical outages of more than a day 
because of shelling on 13 January, 3 February, and 11 March, affecting up to 19,000 
people still residing there (Suspilne 13/01/2026, 03/02/2026 a, and 11/03/2026). Points of 
invincibility were functioning to provide electricity, heat, internet, medication, and 
hot meals to residents. Because of the deteriorating security situation in Druzhkivka 
specifically, however, PrivatBank decided to suspend its operations in January, 
cutting off residents from bank branches and cash access and hindering a coping 
strategy, though some alternative cash sourcing avenues may still exist through 
other providers (Ukrainska Pravda 01/02/2026). Further Russian strikes on Kramatorsk 
disrupted gas and heating for multiple hours for more than 6,000 people on 6 
January and again caused electrical outages on 27 April (Suspilne 07/01/2026 b and 
27/04/2026). Similar shelling damaged gas infrastructure in Sloviansk on 10 March, 
cutting gas supply to 234 apartments on a day when temperatures fell below 
freezing (Suspilne 10/03/2026 a; AccuWeather accessed 04/06/2026). Transport infrastructure 
between Sloviansk and Raihorodok to the northeast has also been shut down since 
28 February in response to the security situation (Suspilne 28/02/2026).

Mandatory evacuations: during the reporting period, Kramatorskyi raion has 
increasingly been the focus of mandatory evacuation protocols caused by shifts 
in the frontline. On 20 March, families with children from areas of Sloviansk city 
that are experiencing increased levels of shelling received forced evacuation orders 
(Govt. Ukraine 20/03/2026). Expansion of these orders continued in April, with over 
3,300 residents evacuated from the region. Supported evacuation from Druzhkivka 
continues, but by the middle of April, people evacuating from Kostiantynivka had to 
do so on foot or with military assistance, given that car or bus transport assistance 
was not able to access areas beyond Druzhkivka. Since early April, evacuations have 
included the removal of 55 children from five communities in Kramatorskyi raion 
where forced evacuation of children is required (Govt. Ukraine 15/04/2026). In total, it is 
estimated that 1,400 people passed through the Kramatorsk transit centre in March 
alone, suggesting increased pressure on transit, documentation, and basic needs 
services for civilians moving further west (KII 07/05/2026).

Evacuations have largely been prompted by continued air strikes and movement of 
the frontline towards the west. Frontline movement on the southern, eastern and 
northern sides of Kramatorskyi raion, similar to the movement situation around 
Pokrovsk in 2025, may be a contributing factor in a sudden increase in displacement 
at the end of March 2026, especially given that areas close to Kostiantynivka already 
require evacuees to self-evacuate to Druzhkivka (Reuters 20/03/2026). When combined 
with high rates of air strikes, the increased restrictions on some services – including 
energy, heating, transport, and Nova Poshta – may suggest increased military 
pressure and decreased humanitarian access. 

https://suspilne.media/donbas/1212738-druzkivka-na-doneccini-majze-dobu-znestrumlena-cerez-obstrili/
https://suspilne.media/donbas/1229883-golovni-novini-doneckoi-ta-luganskoi-oblastej-3-lutogo/?anchor=live_1770096911&utm_source=copylink&utm_medium=ps
https://suspilne.media/donbas/1260532-golovni-novini-doneckoi-ta-luganskoi-oblastej-11-berezna-2026-roku/?anchor=live_1773213096&utm_source=copylink&utm_medium=ps
https://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2026/02/01/8018972/
https://suspilne.media/donbas/1207820-u-kramatorsku-ponad-200-abonentiv-zalisilisa-bez-gazu-ta-tepla-cerez-rosijskij-udar-po-kriticnij-infrastrukturi/
https://suspilne.media/donbas/1298597-golovni-novini-doneckoi-ta-luganskoi-oblastej-27-kvitna-2026-roku/?anchor=live_1777274282&utm_source=copylink&utm_medium=ps
https://suspilne.media/donbas/1260382-vnaslidok-rankovogo-obstrilu-slovanska-10-berezna-bez-gazopostacanna-ponad-200-kvartir/
https://www.accuweather.com/en/ua/sloviansk/323039/march-weather/323039
https://suspilne.media/donbas/1252058-miz-rajgorodkom-ta-slovanskom-skasuvali-avtobusne-spolucenna-mva/
https://dn.gov.ua/en/news/rozpochynaietsia-evakuatsiia-rodyn-u-prymusovyi-sposib-z-okremykh-raioniv-slovianska
https://dn.gov.ua/en/news/yak-na-donechchyni-tryvaie-evakuatsiia-naselennia
https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/ukraine-begins-compulsory-evacuation-children-donbas-city-2026-03-20/
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Kharkivska oblast

Map 7. Access severity at the raion level in Kharkivska oblast by 30 April 2026

Source: ACAPS using data from ISW (accessed 05/05/2026)

Table 3. Access severity at the raion level in Kharkivska oblast by 30 April 2026 

RAION
ACCESS OF PEOPLE 

IN NEED TO 
HUMANITARIAN AID

ACCESS OF 
HUMANITARIAN 

ORGANISATIONS TO 
PEOPLE IN NEED*

PHYSICAL, 
ENVIRONMENTAL, 

AND SECURITY 
CONSTRAINTS

ACCESS 
SCORE

Berestynskyi 1.5 0.0 0.8 1.0

Bohodukhivskyi 1.5 0.6 3.5 1.9

Chuhuivskyi 4.5 3.3 2.5 3.5

Iziumskyi** 5.0 4.1 3.3 4.1

Kharkivskyi 5.0 3.9 3.6 4.2

Kupianskyi 5.0 5.0 3.2 4.4

Lozivskyi 0.0 0.6 2.9 1.2

*Given extremely constrained physical access to Russian-occupied territories, fewer incidents may be 
reported, leading to lower-than-expected scores.

**To reflect operational reality, the Iziumskyi P2 score has been slightly inflated.

Access severity score trend since January 2026: slight access decline in 
Kharkivskyi and Kupianskyi raions

Raions with the highest number of events: Kharkivskyi raion

Most recurrent access event: service access restriction and obstruction

The number of armed clashes in Kharkivska oblast remained similarly high between 
January–April 2026 (1,922) and September–December 2025 (1,997) (ACLED accessed 
04/05/2026). In response to worsening security conditions and intensified air strikes, 
mandatory evacuation zones in Kharkivska oblast were expanded, especially across 
Kupianskyi raion (Ukrinform 15/04/2026). Population withdrawal from the Kupiansk–Oskil 
frontline corridor was driven by persistent attacks and infrastructure deterioration. 
Intense attacks are also affecting urban resilience. In February alone, Russian forces 
damaged 234 buildings in Kharkiv (Gwara Media 19/03/2026). The expansion of the FPV 
drone range is hampering organisations’ ability to operate, especially in Iziumskyi, 
Kharkivskyi, and Kupianskyi raions. In other locations, some organisations have 
further reduced quick delivery operations, even starting at the 20km line based on 
risk management decisions. Further from the front, attacks continue to target key 
transport infrastructure critical for both military and humanitarian movement, at 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375
https://acleddata.com/monitor/ukraine-conflict-monitor
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-ato/4112854-kharkiv-region-expands-mandatory-evacuation-zone-for-families-with-children.html
https://gwaramedia.com/en/high-speed-trains-from-kyiv-to-kharkiv-wont-run-until-end-of-march-because-of-power-shortages-caused-by-russian-strikes/
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times forcing people to take longer routes, especially in Lozova in Lozivskyi raion, 
which is still a critical transit point for IDPs. Similar dynamics regarding insecurity 
and operational adjustment at critical transport routes are seen in Bohodukhivskyi 
raion. Finally, recent attacks in Chuhuiv in Chuhuivskyi raion leading into 2026 have 
prompted some concerns regarding water infrastructure (KII 08/05/2026).

Access constraints to services and humanitarian assistance: because of intensified 
hostilities, widespread electricity disruptions left 80–90% of Kharkiv city and the 
wider region without power in January, affecting access to heating, water, and other 
essential services for the estimated 2.3 million people living in the area (Ukrainska 
Pravda 27/01/2026; IOM 21/01/2026). Humanitarian access in the Kupiansk area remained 
severely constrained because of heavy FPV drone activity and repeated strikes 
on Oskil River crossing routes. International organisations are often unwilling to 
physically go to Kupiansk, and the limited activities operating by April were carried 
out almost entirely by national organisations with different risk tolerances (KII 
08/05/2026). These conditions limited geographic reach and mission frequency. On 
22 January, an FPV drone attack struck a vehicle involved in a WFP bread delivery 
near Kozacha Lopan, north of Kharkiv city, killing two humanitarian aid workers 
and underscoring risks to humanitarian workers (UN Ukraine 23/04/2026). Despite this, 
the new approach to the 2026 humanitarian needs response plan and increased 
coordination capacity devoted to Kharkivska oblast, particularly through a national 
NGO, has increased coordination and information-sharing between humanitarian 
organisations and regional authorities and made reactions to security changes 
more effective (KII 08/05/2026).

Figure 5. Number of air, drone, and shelling attacks in raions of Kharkivska 
oblast, September–December 2025 vs. January–April 2026

Source: ACAPS using data from ACLED (accessed 05/05/2026)

Damage to civilian infrastructure: new damage to civilian infrastructure in 
Kharkivska oblast significantly decreased from September–December 2025 (72) 
to January–April 2026 (49), possibly because of increased focus on advances in 
Donetska oblast. Kharkivskyi raion received the most damage, and Bohodukhivskyi 
raion also experienced high rates of damage (ACAPS accessed 04/05/2026). Kharkiv city 
experienced a significant blackout on 26 January, as combined attacks cut electricity 
to 80% of the city and surrounding region (Kharkiv City Council accessed 04/05/2026). As 
a key logistics corridor for humanitarian responders in eastern Ukraine, Kharkiv 
city and Kharkivska oblast came under attacks targeting transport infrastructure. 
Key transit locations in Lozova and Barvinkove were struck, creating the need for 
replacement bus services (Ukrainska Pravda 09/02/2026; KII 21/05/2026). Areas closer 
to the Russian border and frontline faced near-daily attacks, resulting in delayed 
ambulance movement, more difficult patient referrals from frontline raion, and 
reduced access to specialist care (Ukrainska Pravda 19/03/2026). 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/01/27/8018021/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/01/27/8018021/
https://dtm.iom.int/reports/ukraine-oblast-profiles-general-population-survey-round-22-january-2026
https://ukraine.un.org/en/308820-attack-humanitarian-bread-delivery-killed-two-people-highlights-growing-risks-aid-operations?afd_azwaf_tok=eyJraWQiOiI1MUExNzM1MkJFMzVFNkZCMTE3QUI4MEVDMjhFQjk1NkQ2ODYzNkY5MjA5MENGNENBMTJERTJFREE0MTkxMjY1IiwiYWxnIjoiUlMyNTYifQ.eyJhdWQiOiJ1a3JhaW5lLnVuLm9yZyIsImV4cCI6MTc3NzUzODk4NiwiaWF0IjoxNzc3NTM4OTc2LCJpc3MiOiJ0aWVyMS03N2I5OGRjNTU3LWd3ajVyIiwic3ViIjoiMTg1LjE5MS4xNzguMjU0IiwiZGF0YSI6eyJ0eXBlIjoiaXNzdWVkIiwicmVmIjoiMjAyNjA0MzBUMDg0OTM2Wi0xNzdiOThkYzU1N2d3ajVyaEMxRlJBcTFrMDAwMDAwMDF1cjAwMDAwMDAwMHI4d3oiLCJiIjoiQjRZazh6MzhUOUg1U3pjQjExVFI2OTBQUzlFWUVaY3hBWk9mNk9wd2JkNCIsImgiOiJJUm0wZl9VR1ZjeF9aNnE2NEhDWEIwVk52V0kyV1BKVGVnLTRmM1hKMk9NIn19.xylets69YuQVkpwy-36Dr48sb1KI7S0jVDxDHaNmQqMP47lAU5tym-b4_nLbg-WBJvEk2pC076EBXSBxhIE87WnnbENxhyDMJhKUlLipUGDHH6bZj8yegEjrQQB0Y4uxRAS8Zm9yjiXxQM0qkbv-w8scb2Xq62guvKz8eUOtSa6Jvz0jRosoZrr3gRIpZ4smW2-M7y5mQ5i4wZ1dCVNwLxvCxUS9aO283YvvCE9lEB2y5IUkE4wlLvwA7pK9YjKvqIoyvmcrxnH45lFg3m6VZNp2yk_RgSKrrZAPXITfXtQ9mKvIbSTTRDCIBj101nYN6-GZ-A-CuGFLoM4GCTwfUw.WF3obl2IDtqgvMFRqVdYkD5s
https://acleddata.com/conflict-data
https://city.kharkiv.ua/en/news/misto/igor-terexov-prakticno-80-mista-zazivleno
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/02/09/8020076/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/03/19/8026318/
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Figure 6. Main damage per infrastructure type in Kharkivska oblast from 
January–April 2026

*Some raions may not appear in ACAPS damages graphs due to the minimal open source reporting at 
the raion level.

Mandatory evacuations: Kharkiv regional authorities ordered mandatory evacuations 
for families with children in frontline or high-risk villages, including seven in the 
Staryi Saltiv hromada. At the time the order was issued, 25 children remained in 
these villages (Ukrainska Pravda 30/01/2026). On 15 April, mandatory evacuation zones 
in Kupianskyi raion were expanded to cover 23 additional villages (Ukrainska Pravda 
15/04/2026). Despite evacuation attempts, there have been reported cases of families 
taking children back into frontline areas in towns around Kupiansk, including towns 
already under mandatory evacuation (KII 21/05/2026).

Khersonska oblast

Map 8. Access severity at the raion level in Khersonska oblast by 30 April 2026

Source: ACAPS using data from ISW (accessed 05/05/2026)

https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/01/30/8018708/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/04/15/8030275/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/04/15/8030275/
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375
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Table 4: Severity at the raion level in Khersonska oblast by 30 April 2026

RAION ACCESS OF PEOPLE 
IN NEED TO 

HUMANITARIAN AID

ACCESS OF 
HUMANITARIAN 

ORGANISATIONS TO 
PEOPLE IN NEED*

PHYSICAL, 
ENVIRONMENTAL, 

AND SECURITY 
CONSTRAINTS

ACCESS 
SCORE

Beryslavskyi 1.5 2.5 3.2 2.1

Henicheskyi 5.0 3.3 0.9 3.1

Kakhovskyi 5.0 3.3 2.2 3.5

Khersonskyi 5.0 5.0 3.7 4.6

Skadovskyi 5.0 3.3 1.5 3.3

*Given extremely constrained physical access to Russian-occupied territories, fewer incidents may be 
reported, leading to lower-than-expected scores.

Access severity score trend since January 2026: slight deterioration in 
Khersonskyi raion

Raions with the highest number of events: Khersonskyi raion

Most recurrent access event: presence of mines and explosive devices

The frontline in Khersonska oblast remains geographically static, while the threat of 
drone and air attacks increases in rate and intensity, heavily influencing damage to 
civilian infrastructure and safe access in frontline raions. While both Russian forces 
and the Ukrainian military continue to attempt to cross the Antonivskyi Bridge, 
drones have rendered attempts on both sides unsuccessful (ISW 21/02/2026). In the 
south, the war continues to be predominantly fought through air attacks, particularly 
FPV drones. Khersonskyi raion and Kherson city and its suburbs have seen 
increased loitering strikes on civilian infrastructure and vehicles (ISW 22/04/2026). An 
estimated five to ten civilians in Kherson city are killed each week in these attacks 
on urban centres, which continue to increase, threatening civilians at rates higher 
than elsewhere on the frontline (KII 22/05/2026; KII 13/05/2026). Petal mines – anti-
personnel mines dropped from the sky that are lightweight but highly explosive – 
are also contributing to the increased threat. These mines are dropped in roadways 
and walkways, causing casualties, damaging infrastructure, and further restricting 
humanitarians’ ability to manoeuvre (KII 22/05/2026). In 2026, strikes have increased 
from 15km from the frontline in 2025 to 25km, with isolated cases being recorded 
up to 40km from the frontline, reflecting new Russian tactics combined with new 

operational capabilities (KII 13/05/2026 b). While different organisations continue to 
have different operational red lines, in the city specifically, those lines are becoming 
harder to define because the area of high access constraints is growing despite 
the frontline not moving. Similarly, in Beryslavskyi raion, FPV drone usage has 
increased, particularly in river border communities, and other loitering munition 
attacks have extended further into the raion. Because of longstanding use of drones 
and remote mining in rural and urban areas of Khersonskyi and Beryslavskyi raions, 
there is an increased threat of mines and unexploded ordnance, which is a danger 
to humanitarian access and civilian movement and could lead to very high civilian 
casualties compared to other parts of the frontline (KII 13/05/2026 b).

Access constraints for humanitarians: in general, security threats in Khersonskyi and 
Beryslavskyi raions continue to affect the ability and willingness of organisations 
to access some areas (KII 22/05/2026). The M-14 highway remains a key transit 
route from Mykolaivska oblast into Khersonska oblast and Khersonskyi raion. On 
31 January and 26 April, it was reported that traffic along this highway was briefly 
halted because of damage to the protective poles – in the first instance caused 
by sharp temperature changes and in the second by high winds – which support 
the anti-drone nets on the route (Suspilne 31/01/2026 and 26/04/2026 b). Repairs to the 
protective structures were complete in a matter of days, but this demonstrates 
that disruptions to safe passage in and out of Khersonskyi raion and Kherson 
city stem from both war and environmental factors. The daily security situation in 
Kherson continues to be a factor when planning and executing trips and activities 
there, with organisations postponing their work when intense periods of attacks 
occur. Several organisations only enter the city with armoured vehicles, given the 
increased number of explosive devices in use there (KII 22/05/2026; KII 25/05/2026; KII 
28/05/2026). Only a few organisations have permanent office space in the city, making 
them increasingly reliant on transport channels in and out of the area (KII 28/05/2026). 
According to Russian channels, it is possible that movements along the river are 
considered beneficial to military objectives, increasing the risk to humanitarians and 
civilians there (KII 25/05/2026; From Mariupol to the Carpathians Telegram 17/02/2026).

https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-february-21-2026/
https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-april-22-2026/
https://suspilne.media/mykolaiv/1228163-na-trasi-m-14-herson-mikolaiv-obmezili-ruh-perepad-temperaturi-poskodiv-antidronovi-stovpi/
https://suspilne.media/kherson/1298835-negoda-na-hersonsini-viter-povaliv-antidronovi-konstrukcii-ta-dereva/
https://t.me/osvedomitell_alex/32770
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Figure 7. Number of air, drone, and shelling attacks in raions of Khersonska 
oblast, September–December 2025 vs. January–April 2026

Source: ACAPS using data from ACLED (accessed 05/05/2026)

Attacks on humanitarian responders and facilities: multiple attacks on 
humanitarian workers were recorded during the reporting period, with Khersonskyi 
and Beryslavskyi raions experiencing the highest numbers of attacks on aid staff, 
vehicles, and facilities. In Khersonskyi raion alone, at least four incidents were 
publicly recorded, including an attack on a humanitarian distribution point on 5 
January and two FPV drone strikes on the same national NGO in Kherson city, on 15 
and 24 April (Ukrinform 05/01/2026; Nonviolent Peaceforce 24/04/2026). An additional attack 
on food delivery activities in Kherson city left several aid workers injured in the last 
week of April 2026 (OCHA 27/04/2026). Outside of Khersonskyi raion, a Russian drone 
struck an evacuation vehicle transporting civilians within Beryslavskyi raion on 6 
February, killing one person and injuring three others (Euromaidan Press 06/02/2026).

Civilian access to services: within Ukraine-controlled areas of Khersonska oblast, 
Khersonskyi raion has experienced the highest number of obstructions to services 
for civilians based on recorded ACAPS events throughout the reporting period. 
Heavy shelling on 2 April caused water outages for more than 50 private homes and 
several multi-storey buildings in the Korabelny district of the city (Suspilne 02/04/2026). 
Repeated drone strikes disrupted electricity supply in the centre of Kherson city, 
including on 9 January, 28 and 30 March, and 16 April (Ukrinform 09/01/2026; Suspilne 
28/03/2026 and 30/03/2026 a; Yaroslav Shanko Telegram 16/04/2026). The January electrical 

outage came shortly after heating disruptions were announced on 2 January, when 
Kherson authorities noted that they were unsure about the length of the outage and 
would need to provide civilians with alternative energy and heating sources, given 
that the timing of the resumption was not immediately clear, particularly during a 
period reaching −20°C (Suspilne 02/01/2026 b). 

Damage to civilian infrastructure: damage to the electricity grid on multiple 
occasions in Kherson city caused power outages for civilians across the city as 
well as water outages for some neighbourhoods, though the exact extent was not 
reported. This included strikes on 1 January and 4 April, which caused outages for 
at least a day in parts of the city, in particular in Korabelnyi district (Suspilne 01/01/2026 
a and 04/04/2026 a). Outages also disabled trolley buses and other public transport 
services, reducing civilian mobility for the city’s large population of older people.

As in other regions of Ukraine, damage to civilian infrastructure focused heavily on 
energy infrastructure, particularly in Khersonskyi raion, causing major disruptions to 
electricity, heating, water, and other services in the city. In Kherson city specifically, 
the increased use of loitering munitions has damaged civilian infrastructure and 
residential buildings. 

Figure 8. Main damage per type of infrastructure in Khersonska oblast from 
January–April 2026

*Some raions may not appear in ACAPS damages graphs due to the minimal open source reporting at 
the raion level.

https://acleddata.com/conflict-data
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-ato/4076927-enemies-attack-humanitarian-aid-distribution-point-in-kherson-region-with-drones-one-dead-and-several-injured.html
https://nonviolentpeaceforce.org/repeated-attacks-on-humanitarian-vehicles-in-kherson-ukraine/
https://www.unocha.org/news/todays-top-news-lebanon-occupied-palestinian-territory-sudan-mali-ukraine-federated-states
https://euromaidanpress.com/2026/02/06/russian-drones-strike-evacuation-vehicle-in-kherson-oblast/
https://suspilne.media/kherson/1280094-u-korabelnomu-rajoni-hersona-vnaslidok-obstriliv-pereboi-z-vodopostacannam/
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-regions/4078472-u-hersoni-vinikli-pereboi-z-elektrikou.html
https://suspilne.media/kherson/1275796-cerez-rosijski-obstrili-komisani-poblizu-hersona-timcasovo-zalisilis-bez-elektropostacanna/
https://suspilne.media/kherson/1276278-u-hersoni-timcasovo-znestrumlena-castina-centralnogo-rajonu/
https://t.me/yaroslavshanko/3472
https://suspilne.media/kherson/1203956-u-hersoni-mozlivi-pereboi-z-teplopostacannam-cerez-udari-rf-po-odnomu-z-obektiv-teplogeneracii/
https://suspilne.media/kherson/1203126-persij-den-novogo-roku-ataki-rosian-zatverdzeni-budzeti-gromad-1408-den-vijni-osnovni-podii-u-hersonskij-oblasti/?anchor=live_1767291061&utm_source=copylink&utm_medium=ps
https://suspilne.media/kherson/1281212-artudari-po-hersonu-ta-peredmistu-posilenna-dronovih-atak-rf-1501-den-vijni-osnovni-podii-u-hersonskij-oblasti/?anchor=live_1775293184&utm_source=copylink&utm_medium=ps
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Landmines and unexploded ordnance: Khersonskyi raion faces a substantial threat 
of mines and unexploded ordnance, particularly given Russia’s increased usage of 
remote and aerial delivery of combined-action mines from copter drones (Militarnyi 
08/04/2026). Such devices have been discovered in Kherson city on at least 2, 18, and 
24 January; 10 and 21 February; 10 and 26 March; and 26 April, frequently creating 
localised temporary movement disruptions (Suspilne 02/01/2026 c, 24/01/2026, 10/02/2026 
b, 21/02/2026, 10/03/2026 b, 26/03/2026, and 26/04/2026 c; Zmina 18/01/2026). Residents were 
told to avoid parts of the cities where devices were found, but no casualties were 
reported. Beryslavskyi raion had significantly fewer reports of remote and aerial 
mining; however, there were at least two instances of civilian casualties on 26 
February in Arkhanhelske and Beryslav, where in each case a man was injured by an 
explosive device (Suspilne 26/02/2026 and 30/03/2026 b).

Mandatory evacuations: mandatory evacuations have expanded throughout 
Khersonskyi raion. Specifically, 46 children and their legal guardians were evacuated 
on or around 9 March from areas close to the river, including Stanislav village and 
Kherson city, owing to the increasingly challenging security situation in the region 
(Govt. Ukraine 09/03/2026). This was followed by expanded evacuations from other 
communities at the end of April and restrictions on population movements in the 
same raion in response to constant shelling (Ukrinform 24/04/2026).

Luhanska oblast

Map 9. Access severity at the raion level in Luhanska oblast by 30 April 2026

Source: ACAPS using data from ISW (accessed 05/05/2026)

https://suspilne.media/kherson/1203686-obstrili-hersona-ta-bilozerki-rozminuvanna-pravoberezza-1409-den-vijni-osnovni-podii-u-hersonskij-oblasti/?anchor=live_1767343779&utm_source=copylink&utm_medium=ps
https://suspilne.media/kherson/1222012-rosijski-ataki-rozminuvanna-teritorii-situacia-na-tot-1431-den-vijni-osnovni-podii-u-hersonskij-oblasti/?anchor=live_1769261685&utm_source=copylink&utm_medium=ps
https://suspilne.media/kherson/1235914-dronovi-ataki-ta-obstrili-pravoberezza-propaganda-na-tot-1448-den-vijni-osnovni-podii-u-hersonskij-oblasti/?anchor=live_1770723762&utm_source=copylink&utm_medium=ps
https://suspilne.media/kherson/1246014-ataki-droniv-udari-po-kriticnij-infrastrukturi-situacia-na-tot-1459-den-vijni-osnovni-podii-u-hersonskij-oblasti/
https://suspilne.media/kherson/1259684-ataki-bezpilotnikami-hersona-evakuacia-z-prifrontovih-gromad-1476-den-vijni-osnovni-podii-u-hersonskij-oblasti/?anchor=live_1773160606&utm_source=copylink&utm_medium=ps
https://suspilne.media/kherson/1273368-udari-po-bilozerci-ta-hersonu-sudovi-viroki-za-derzzradu-1492-den-vijni-osnovni-podii-u-hersonskij-oblasti/?anchor=live_1774519903&utm_source=copylink&utm_medium=ps
https://suspilne.media/kherson/1298471-ataki-hersona-ta-peredmista-udari-po-kriticnij-infrastrukturi-1523-den-vijni-osnovni-podii-u-hersonskij-oblasti/?anchor=live_1777202689&utm_source=copylink&utm_medium=ps
https://zmina.info/news/u-hrsoni-rosijski-okupanty-dystanczijno-zaminuvaly-terytoriyu-likarni/
https://suspilne.media/kherson/1250398-potagnuv-za-nevidomij-provid-na-hersonsini-cerez-detonaciu-vibuhivki-poranenij-40-ricnij-colovik/
https://suspilne.media/kherson/1276396-pidirvavsa-na-rosijskij-mini-spitalizuvali-51-ricnogo-colovika-z-berislava/
https://www.kmu.gov.ua/en/news/minrozvytku-iz-chotyrokh-naselenykh-punktiv-khersonshchyny-evakuiuiut-46-ditei
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-ato/4116125-mandatory-evacuation-ordered-in-two-more-villages-in-kherson-region.html
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375
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Table 5. Access severity at the raion level in Luhanska oblast by 30 April 2026

RAION
ACCESS OF PEOPLE 

IN NEED TO 
HUMANITARIAN AID

ACCESS OF 
HUMANITARIAN 

ORGANISATIONS TO 
PEOPLE IN NEED*

PHYSICAL, 
ENVIRONMENTAL, 

AND SECURITY 
CONSTRAINTS

ACCESS SCORE

Alchevskyi 5.0 3.3 0.4 2.9

Dovzhanskyi 4.5 3.3 0.4 2.7

Luhanskyi 4.5 3.3 0.5 2.8

Rovenkivskyi 5.0 3.3 0.3 2.9

Shchastynskyi 5.0 3.3 0.2 2.8

Sievierodo-
netskyi 5.0 3.3 0.2 2.8

Starobilskyi 5.0 3.3 0.3 2.9

Svativskyi 5.0 3.3 0.8 3.1

*Given extremely constrained physical access to Russian-occupied territories, fewer incidents may be 
reported, leading to lower-than-expected scores.

Access severity score trend since January 2026: slightly increased scores in all 
raions

Raions with the highest number of events: Alchevskyi and Svativskyi raions

Most recurrent access event: service access restriction and obstruction

By the end of April 2026, Luhanska oblast was nearly entirely occupied, aside from 
a very small portion of territory around Hrekivka in Svativskyi raion, though very 
little military movement was recorded in this region during the reporting period 
(Deep State Map accessed 06/05/2026). The Russian Government claimed full occupation 
of Luhanska oblast on 1 April (ISW 01/04/2026). Russia has continued to set up 
checkpoints between Luhanska oblast and Voronezh oblast, creating movement 
restrictions for civilians in these areas (ISW 23/04/2026).

Constrained access to services: access to utilities and other services in Luhanska 
oblast is challenging to track, given the near full occupation of the oblast. On 
8 January 2026, it was reported that electricity supply had been cut in areas of 
Sievierodonetskyi raion, specifically in and around occupied Lysychansk. While 
repairs had already been completed, lights are restored sporadically for only a few 

hours every couple of days (Suspilne 08/01/2026). Frequent emergency energy, water, 
and heating outages in early 2026 were also reported in Alchevskyi and Luhanskyi 
raions, largely caused by poor weather conditions resulting in infrastructure failures, 
not war-related damage (Mezha 07/01/2026 b and 20/01/2026). Infrastructure disruptions 
created high humanitarian needs alongside harsh weather conditions, but the exact 
impact on civilians is unknown. Flooding in Starobilskyi raion on 17 February also 
cut communities off from key transport links, which affected delivery of food and 
other basic necessities to some villages (Suspilne 17/02/2026 b).

Administrative barriers: across all occupied raions of Luhanska oblast, Russian 
passportisation – a process by which Russian authorities force residents to 
accept Russian passports and Russian citizenship in occupied territories – has 
also continued, as Russia uses the administrative tactic to consolidate control and 
increasingly link the use of administrative services to Russian identification (Kyiv 
Independent 10/03/2026). Civilians who have left the occupied territories for Ukraine-
controlled territories have had to submit proof that they are not receiving Russian 
pensions by May 2026 or else risk losing access to their Ukrainian pension (Govt. 
Ukraine 24/03/2026). 

https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-april-1-2026/
https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-occupation-update-april-23-2026/
https://suspilne.media/donbas/1208250-v-okupovanomu-lisicansku-na-lugansini-vidsutne-svitlo-dekilka-dib-pospil/
https://mezha.net/eng/bukvy/power-and-water-outages-hit-occupied-luhansk-region-amid-infrastructure-crisis/
https://mezha.net/eng/bukvy/humanitarian-crisis-from-power-outages-in-occupied-donetsk-and-luhansk/
https://suspilne.media/donbas/1242188-mosti-perekriti-sela-vidrizani-cerez-povin-u-gromadah-lugansini-uskladnene-postacanna-produktiv/
https://kyivindependent.com/russia-makes-simplified-passportization-process-in-occupied-territories-indefinite-signaling-consolidation-of-russian-occupation/
https://kyivindependent.com/russia-makes-simplified-passportization-process-in-occupied-territories-indefinite-signaling-consolidation-of-russian-occupation/
https://www.pfu.gov.ua/2178060-nagaduyemo-tym-hto-shhe-ne-povidomyv-pro-neotrymannya-vyplat-vid-rf-potribno-zrobyty-tse-do-1-kvitnya-2026-roku/
https://www.pfu.gov.ua/2178060-nagaduyemo-tym-hto-shhe-ne-povidomyv-pro-neotrymannya-vyplat-vid-rf-potribno-zrobyty-tse-do-1-kvitnya-2026-roku/
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Sumska oblast

Map 10. Access severity at the raion level in Sumska oblast by 30 April 2026

Source: ACAPS using data from ISW (accessed 05/05/2026)

Table 6. Access severity at the raion level in Sumska oblast by 30 April 2026

RAION ACCESS OF PEOPLE 
IN NEED TO 
HUMANITARIAN AID

ACCESS OF 
HUMANITARIAN 
ORGANISATIONS TO 
PEOPLE IN NEED*

PHYSICAL, 
ENVIRONMENTAL, 
AND SECURITY 
CONSTRAINTS

ACCESS 
SCORE

Konotopskyi 1.5 0.8 2.9 1.7

Okhtyrskyi 1.5 0.8 2.7 1.7

Romenskyi 0.0 0.0 1.4 0.5

Shostkynskyi 1.5 1.9 3.8 2.4

Sumskyi 5.0 4.4 4.0 4.5

*Given extremely constrained physical access to Russian-occupied territories, fewer incidents may be 
reported, leading to lower-than-expected scores.

Access severity score trend since January 2026: deterioration in Sumskyi raion

Raion with the highest number of events: Sumskyi raion

Most recurrent access event: service access restriction and obstruction

During the reporting period, Sumska oblast continued to experience minor 
incursions from Russia. Sumskyi raion has been the focus of these efforts, with the 
possible goal of creating a defensible buffer zone along the international border to 
push Ukrainian forces farther from Russian positions in Kursk and Belgorod (ISW 
21/04/2026). Offensive operations in the raion have pushed past Yunakivka to within 
about 30km of Sumy city itself. Despite limited territorial gains, this puts Sumy under 
threat of more air attacks and inhibits safe humanitarian operations and movement in 
the city (Deep State Map accessed 06/05/2026). Russia is using air attacks, including long-
range Geran strike drones, to strike railway and transport infrastructure, disrupting 
supply chains and movement in the raion (ISW 19/01/2026). FPV drones have become 
a more consistent threat throughout Sumskyi raion and were recorded reaching 
the outskirts of Sumy city by early April 2026 (Frontliner 04/05/2026). Increased use of 
loitering munition in densely populated Sumy city has continued to be a concern, 
especially if Russia continues to close the gap between the city and the international 
border (KII 08/05/2026).

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375
https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-april-21-2026/
https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-april-21-2026/
https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-january-19-2026/
https://frontliner.ua/en/russian-forces-failed-in-their-plan-to-capture-kostiantynivka-in-april-2026/
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Access constraints for humanitarian responders: extended security measures 
in international border areas of Sumskyi and Shostkynskyi raions have persisted 
into 2026. Persistent shelling of these two raions, especially in communities 
close to Myropilska hromada in Sumskyi raion and Seredyno-Budska hromada 
and Esman in Shostkynskyi raion, has meant a deteriorating security situation 
and more areas that humanitarians cannot access because of a combination of 
security threats, organisational risk thresholds, and administrative barriers (Zmina 
25/01/2026). Additional Russian movements to create a further buffer zone along 
the international border have similarly cut off access to more border communities, 
particularly in Sumskyi raion (Ukrainska Pravda 14/04/2026). In and around Sumy city 
in Sumskyi raion, Russian drones frequently threaten roads throughout the city, 
requiring the installation of anti-drone nets in up to 8,000 square metres of the urban 
area (Ukrinform 26/04/2026 a). 

Russian targeting of the area close to the border disrupts logistics and movement 
options for humanitarian organisations and challenges operational continuity. Even 
in the border communities themselves, consistent shelling and drone use make safe 
passage and activities in these areas very difficult.

Figure 9. Number of air, drone, and shelling attacks in raions of Sumska oblast, 
September–December 2025 vs. January–April 2026

Source: ACAPS using data from ACLED (accessed 05/05/2026)

Damage to civilian infrastructure: damage to civilian infrastructure increased 
in Sumska oblast, particularly in Sumskyi raion, and the cumulative damage and 
lack of repair capacity continue to disrupt civilian service continuity and mobility. 
Sumskyi and Shostkynskyi raions still experience the most direct impacts on civilian 
infrastructure. Sumy city has seen Russian strikes on gas and fuel infrastructure, for 
example, on 14 January, when a busy petrol station was damaged and two civilians 
were injured (Suspilne 14/01/2026 a). Private residences and apartment buildings have 
also experienced damage throughout the reporting period. Strikes in Sumskyi and 
Shostkynskyi raions on 20 January, 3 February, and 3–4 March damaged apartment 
complexes and houses, killed one civilian, and injured several more (Suspilne 20/01/2026, 
03/02/2026 b, and 04/03/2026). Shostkynskyi raion continues to face significant KAB 
and drone attacks in the border areas around Esman and Hlukhiv, including on 12 
March, when private homes and civilian infrastructure were damaged and at least 
40 people were injured (Suspilne 12/03/2026). 

Figure 10. Main damage per type of infrastructure in Sumska oblast from 
January–April 2026

*Some raions may not appear in ACAPS damages graphs due to the minimal open source reporting at 
the raion level.

https://zmina.info/news/z-pochatku-roku-z-pryfrontovyh-gromad-sumshhyny-evakuyuvalysya-blyzko-300-meshkancziv/
https://zmina.info/news/z-pochatku-roku-z-pryfrontovyh-gromad-sumshhyny-evakuyuvalysya-blyzko-300-meshkancziv/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/04/14/8030164/
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-ato/4116684-about-21-km-of-roads-need-to-be-covered-with-antidrone-nets-in-sumy-city-military-administration.html
https://acleddata.com/conflict-data
https://suspilne.media/sumy/1213890-but-tudi-de-bagato-transportu-u-sumah-dron-vluciv-u-avtozapravku/
https://suspilne.media/sumy/1218194-armia-rf-vdarila-po-centru-bilopilla-kabami/
https://suspilne.media/sumy/1230923-vlucanna-u-sumskomu-dvori-ocevidci-rozpovili-pro-rosijskij-udar/
https://suspilne.media/sumy/1254722-za-dobu-rosijski-vijska-obstrilali-35-naselenih-punktiv-sumsini-odin-zagiblij/
https://suspilne.media/sumy/1261642-ponad-40-travmovanih-ludej-poskodzeni-civilni-budivli-ta-avto-naslidki-udariv-po-sumsini/
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As with much of the rest of the country, raions across Sumska oblast have dealt 
with repeated damage to energy and heating infrastructure, causing outages 
across Romenskyi, Shostkynskyi, and Sumskyi raions in particular (Ukrainska Pravda 
01/04/2026). Energy and transport facilities have also been repeatedly damaged in 
Shostkynskyi and Romenskyi raions, including on 26 April, when transport, heating, 
and energy infrastructure were damaged in Romny, a major transit hub (Ukrinform 
26/04/2026).

Civilian access to services: Sumskyi raion has been experiencing significant 
disruptions to civilian services, particularly in the energy sector, where considerable 
damage was recorded during the reporting period. Repeated strikes on Sumy city on 
18 January, 17 February, 9 March, and 6 April caused multiple power outages, delays 
to public transport, and disruptions to water supply, resulting in emergency outages 
that lasted for multiple days (Suspilne 18/01/2026, 17/02/2026 c, 09/03/2026 a, and 06/04/2026). 
Russian strikes on key infrastructure have repeatedly disrupted essential services 
in the city. Attacks in Sumy city and five small villages damaged gas infrastructure 
on 18 February and 4 April during a period when temperatures reached as low as 
−22°C, disrupting localised supply for community heating for multiple hours (Suspilne 
18/02/2026 and 04/04/2026 b; AccuWeather accessed 04/06/2026). Poor weather conditions 
also left more than 8,000 people without electricity in Sumskyi raion and flooded 
roads, blocking movement around the area (Suspilne 16/02/2026). Heavy winds also 
caused power outages in Sumskyi raion as well as Konotopskyi, Romenskyi, and 
Shostkynskyi raions (Suspilne 28/04/2026).

Mandatory evacuation: on 13 March, Sumy authorities ordered the mandatory 
evacuation of 543 people from eight villages around Yunakivka in response 
to increased Russian activity in the area. In the first few weeks of 2026, at least 
300 residents had already been evacuated from near-frontline areas in Sumskyi 
raion (Ukrinform 25/01/2026). There are currently fewer than five armoured vehicles 
for evacuations in the oblast, compared to 22 operating across Kharkivska and 
Donetska oblasts. This shortage is significantly hampering the ability of evacuators 
to more safely access populations in need of emergency evacuation assistance and 
requiring evacuators to use unsafe alternatives (KII 21/05/2026).

Zaporizka oblast

Map 11. Access severity at the raion level in Zaporizka oblast by 30 April 2026

Source: ACAPS using data from ISW (accessed 05/05/2026)

https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/04/01/8028173/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/04/01/8028173/
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-ato/4116915-sumy-region-under-drone-attack-infrastructure-hit-power-outages-reported.html
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-ato/4116915-sumy-region-under-drone-attack-infrastructure-hit-power-outages-reported.html
https://suspilne.media/sumy/1216958-cerez-pereboi-v-elektropostacanni-v-sumah-znestrumleni-obekti-vodokanalu-trolejbusi-zupinili-ruh/
https://suspilne.media/1242374-naslidki-nicnoi-ataki-rf-u-pati-oblastah-e-znestrumleni-spozivaci-v-odesi-ta-sumah-problemi-z-teplom/
https://suspilne.media/sumy/1259538-castina-sumskogo-ta-ohtirskogo-rajoniv-zalisilasa-bez-svitla-so-stalosa/
https://suspilne.media/sumy/1282370-na-sumsini-pereboi-z-elektropostacannam-cerez-rosijski-obstrili/
https://suspilne.media/sumy/1243964-pat-sil-u-sumskomu-rajoni-zalisilisa-bez-gazu-cerez-ataku-rf/
https://suspilne.media/sumy/1243964-pat-sil-u-sumskomu-rajoni-zalisilisa-bez-gazu-cerez-ataku-rf/
https://suspilne.media/sumy/1281200-u-sumah-vlucanna-u-bagatopoverhivku-so-vidomo/
https://www.accuweather.com/en/ua/sumy/325825/february-weather/325825?year=2026
https://suspilne.media/sumy/1241622-voda-po-kolino-vsi-motopompi-pracuut-svitla-nemae-naslidki-negodi-na-sumsini/
https://suspilne.media/sumy/1300401-na-sumsini-znestrumlenna-cerez-negodu-ta-obstrili/
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-society/4084018-300-people-evacuate-from-dangerous-areas-of-sumy-region-this-year.html
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375
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Table 7. Access severity at the raion level in Zaporizka oblast by 30 April 2026

RAION
ACCESS OF PEOPLE 

IN NEED TO 
HUMANITARIAN AID

ACCESS OF 
HUMANITARIAN 
ORGANISATIONS 

TO PEOPLE IN 
NEED*

PHYSICAL, 
ENVIRONMENTAL, 

AND SECURITY 
CONSTRAINTS

ACCESS SCORE

Berdianskyi 5.0 3.3 1.1 3.2

Melitopolskyi 4.5 3.3 1.2 3.0

Polohivskyi 5.0 3.9 2.9 3.9

Vasylivskyi 4.5 3.3 2.1 3.3

Zaporizkyi 5.0 3.3 3.7 4.0

*Given extremely constrained physical access to Russian-occupied territories, fewer incidents may be 
reported, leading to lower-than-expected scores.

Access severity score trend since January 2026: slight deterioration in all raions

Raions with the highest number of events: Zaporizkyi raion

Most recurrent access event: service access restriction and obstruction 

During the reporting period, Zaporizka oblast continued to experience military activity, 
largely targeting Polohivskyi and Zaporizkyi raions. Broad deterioration in the east 
around Huliaipole and slow but persistent movement south of Zaporizhzhia continue 
to put Russian forces within reach of key rear positions, including Zaporizhzhia 
city, an urban centre with around 700,000 people (ZN 17/02/2026; ISW 09/02/2026 and 
09/03/2026). This has restricted movement for humanitarian responders because of 
spreading security threats and increasing difficulty reaching civilians east and south 
of Zaporizhzhia city. Movement has stalled towards Orikhiv, prompting military 
operations to continue on the eastern and western sides of the city instead (ISW 
09/03/2026). The minimal movement around Orikhiv has effectively cut off the city 
and nearby areas from humanitarian operations of any kind.

Access constraints for humanitarians: humanitarian access has deteriorated along 
frontline areas of Polohivskyi, Vasylivskyi, and Zaporizkyi raions. In Polohivskyi 
raion, movement beyond Huliaipole and to the west toward Orikhiv has constricted 
access for humanitarians, at times requiring missions to be cancelled or postponed 
until the situation stabilises (KII 07/05/2026). According to city authorities, Orikhiv has 
not seen a humanitarian mission since October 2025, making this reporting period 

the first without any direct humanitarian missions to the city, a result of the elevated 
security risks posed by the proximity of Russian forces and FPV drones, which have 
entirely cut off assistance to the remaining 700 residents (zprz.city 12/02/2026). Even 
in areas that are still accessible, the limited number of locations restricts activity 
options for organisations working in Zaporizkyi and Polohivskyi raions in particular, 
as additional KAB and FPV drone attacks have created more widespread damage 
and insecurity (KII 07/05/2026).

Figure 11. Number of air, drone, and shelling attacks in raions of Zaporizka 
oblast, September–December 2025 vs. January–April 2026

Source: ACAPS using data from ACLED (accessed 05/05/2026)	

Elevated security risks and depopulation are substantial reasons for decreased 
access within these three raions, particularly in Polohivskyi and Vasylivskyi raions, 
which are both largely occupied, especially around Orikhiv. A large portion of 
these three raions is rural, with fewer people inhabiting these areas compared to 
nearby Zaporizhzhia city. Because of the security situation, many humanitarian 
organisations are already basing their operations around Zaporizhzhia city and 
further north in Dnipro. While Dnipro is nearby, this approach requires considerable 
travel time and crossing checkpoints in order to conduct operations in eastern 
Zaporizka oblast. This approach also requires compliance with administrative 
controls within the oblast and Zaporizhzhia city when entering the area.

https://zn.ua/eng/a-city-of-endurance-how-700-000-people-live-20-kilometres-from-the-frontline.html
https://understandingwar.org/map/assessed-control-of-terrain-in-eastern-zaporizhia-oblast-february-9-2026-at-130-pm-et/
https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-march-9-2026/
https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-march-9-2026/
https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-march-9-2026/
https://zprz.city/news/view/mistoprivid-v-yakomu-dosi-zhivut-lyudi-na-rozbomblenij-pustelnij-orihiv-motoroshno-divitis-video
https://acleddata.com/conflict-data


Thematic report  | 11 June 2026

21

Damage to civilian infrastructure: throughout the reporting period, energy and 
heating infrastructure was severely affected, with Russian strikes recorded on 1 
January, 12 March, and 26 April in Zaporizkyi raion while temperatures dropped as 
low as −16°C, leaving up to 4,400 civilians without electricity in rural areas and more 
than 25,000 residents of Zaporizhzhia without power or heating (Suspilne 01/01/2026 
b; UA News 12/03/2026; Ukrinform 26/04/2026 b). By the beginning of May 2026, nearly one 
in three residential apartment buildings in Zaporizhzhia city had been damaged 
(1,405 out of around 4,500 total). Another 3,000 private homes were also damaged, 
requiring extensive repairs across the city (Ukrinform 28/04/2026). Despite Polohivskyi 
and Vasylivskyi raions being more depopulated than Zaporizkyi raion, they have 
each continued to experience significant damage to civilian infrastructure. 

Figure 12. Main damage per type of infrastructure in Zaporizka oblast from 
January–April 2026

*Some raions may not appear in ACAPS damages graphs due to the minimal open source reporting at 
the raion level.

Civilian access to services: Zaporizkyi raion experienced a significant number of 
electrical and heating outages caused by strikes on energy infrastructure during 
harsh −16°C temperatures, including on 1 and 7 January, 5 February, 9 March, and 
8 and 24 April (AccuWeather accessed 04/06/2026). This caused several multi-day energy 
and heating outages in Zaporizhzhia city for more than 50,000 residents and total 

outages in small frontline villages in the raion for up to 4,000 people for multiple 
days (Suspilne 01/01/2026 b, 04/02/2026, 09/03/2026 b, and 09/04/2026; RBC 05/02/2026). Nova 
Poshta has also ceased services in the frontline community of Komyshuvakha 
because of constant shelling (Suspilne 24/04/2026). Because of attacks on railway 
infrastructure, the frequent detection of FPV drones, and adverse and icy weather 
conditions in January, railway traffic was temporarily restricted from Dnipro to 
Zaporizhzhia, resulting in sudden cancellations and emergency delays. Buses were 
deployed as an alternative but may have meant longer travel times or additional 
delays, depending on weather conditions (Suspilne 09/01/2026 and 30/01/2026). Aerial 
threats are creating route limitations, restricting municipal and ambulance services 
in Zaporizkyi raion (KII 07/05/2026). There were also reports of mobile connectivity 
only operating at emergency capacity in Zaporizkyi raion (Suspilne 07/01/2026 c). 

Power outages in Zaporizkyi raion were caused by the combination of severe 
attacks on energy infrastructure and the increased demand for energy and heating 
during the intense cold season, particularly in January 2026. The power outages in 
Zaporizhzhia city were particularly detrimental to civilian access, given the large 
population of the city, number of IDPs residing there, and downstream impacts 
of power outages and subsequent repair operations on heating, water access, 
internet, and transport. In frontline communities of Zaporizkyi and Polohivskyi 
raions, constant aerial attacks have prompted the closure of services in areas that 
humanitarian responders and service providers have deemed unsafe or where 
damage has outpaced repair capacity.

Mandatory evacuation: Zaporizkyi and Polohivskyi raions have experienced 
expanded mandatory evacuations of five villages, including 40 children from 26 
families who have primarily been relocated to Cherkaska oblast (Suspilne 14/01/2026 
b). This followed the announcement of mandatory evacuation of four additional 
villages on 2 January, with a total of 651 children evacuated from these unsafe 
areas (Militarnyi 03/01/2026). According to one international organisation working in 
a regional transit centre in Zaporizhzhia city, 600 households and 1,071 individuals 
were provided with cash assistance from 14–29 January as these evacuation efforts 
took place (Red Cross 16/02/2026).

https://suspilne.media/zaporizhzhia/1203344-armia-rf-obstrilala-zaporizkij-rajon-bez-svitla-zalisilis-majze-cotiri-tisaci-abonentiv/
https://ua.news/en/war-vs-rf/u-zaporizhzhi-cherez-obstril-tisiachi-meshkantsiv-zalishilis-bez-svitla-ta-opalennia
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-ato/4116907-russian-strike-on-novomykolaivka-in-zaporizhzhia-region-leaves-thousands-without-power.html
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-ato/4117306-every-third-apartment-building-in-zaporizhzhia-damaged-by-shelling-city-authorities.html
https://www.accuweather.com/en/ua/zaporizhzhia/326514/january-weather/326514
https://suspilne.media/zaporizhzhia/1203344-armia-rf-obstrilala-zaporizkij-rajon-bez-svitla-zalisilis-majze-cotiri-tisaci-abonentiv/
https://suspilne.media/zaporizhzhia/1231068-golovni-novini-zaporizza-ta-oblasti-4-lutogo-situacia-na-fronti-obstrili/?anchor=live_1770201984&utm_source=copylink&utm_medium=ps
https://suspilne.media/zaporizhzhia/1259648-ostanna-pidstancia-znisena-bilenke-povnistu-znestrumlene-cerez-rosijski-obstrili/
https://suspilne.media/zaporizhzhia/1285861-u-timcasovo-okupovanih-melitopoli-ta-energodari-zaporizkoi-oblasti-castkovi-blekauti-cvo/
https://www.rbc.ua/rus/news/rosiya-tsiliy-den-pritsilno-atakue-zaporizhzhya-1770244150.html
https://suspilne.media/zaporizhzhia/1297221-u-prifrontovij-komisuvasi-na-zaporizzi-zakrili-viddilenna-novoi-posti-cerez-postijni-rosijski-obstrili/
https://suspilne.media/dnipro/1209328-cerez-obledeninna-kontaktnoi-merezi-zatrimuutsa-deaki-potagi-aki-kursuut-cerez-dnipro/
https://suspilne.media/dnipro/1227481-cerez-ataki-rf-ukrzaliznica-obmezila-ruh-poizdiv-do-zaporizza-ta-sinelnikovogo-so-kazut-pasaziri/
https://suspilne.media/zaporizhzhia/1208154-u-zaporizkij-oblasti-stalosa-masstabne-znestrumlenna-so-vidomo/
https://suspilne.media/zaporizhzhia/1213458-u-pati-naselenih-punktah-zaporizkoi-oblasti-ogolosili-obovazkovu-evakuaciu-ditej-z-batkami/
https://militarnyi.com/en/news/compulsory-evacuation-of-44-settlements-in-dnipropetrovsk-and-zaporizhzhia-regions-announced/
https://redcross.org.ua/en/news/2026/02/139920/
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THEMATIC TRENDS WITH ACCESS IMPLICATIONS

Energy

In the months leading up to the 2025–26 winter season and during the season 
itself, Russia increased strikes on energy infrastructure, which continued through 
the current reporting period (Guardian 15/01/2026). This has resulted in cumulative 
energy degradation beyond just frontline areas, creating access constraints for 
civilians and humanitarian responders nationwide. From January to early February 
2026 alone, Russia struck Ukrainian energy infrastructure 217 times, and the strikes 
coincided with the most consistently extreme temperatures that Ukraine had 
seen in 15 years (UNN 03/03/2026; Ukrainska Pravda 04/02/2026). Even as temperatures 
improved moving into spring, strikes continued, with 591 recorded in the first four 
months of 2026, a 223% increase on the number of attacks on energy infrastructure 
over the same period in 2025 (265) (ACLED accessed 04/06/2026). The intense cold, 
particularly from late December–February, strained the energy grid and its ability to 
meet needs during peak demand season. Because of this, most regions of Ukraine 
experienced scheduled outages, some up to 16 hours a day, and many areas had 
additional emergency outages that further affected connectivity, heating, water 
access, and more (UN 13/02/2026; LB 21/01/2026). This affected large urban areas, 
such as Dnipro, Kyiv, and Odesa, leaving hundreds of thousands of people in need 
of support and unable to access heating and water as temperatures reached as 
low as −20°C. According to the Kyiv International Institute of Sociology, around 
9% of respondents to a January 2026 survey reported moving to another home or 
town because of problems with heating or electricity (KIIS 02/02/2026). Prolonged 
heating and power outages during the −20°C cold risked a second displacement 
for an estimated 325,000 returnees, who may have already depleted contingency 
resources during their initial displacement and return (UN 16/02/2026). The service 
gaps also put a strain on humanitarian organisations, who had to adapt to respond 
to increased winter needs, energy support, and shelter repairs directly linked to the 
cold response. With funding constraints and the increased response in frontline 
areas, the widespread outages exceeded the operational and financial capacities of 
the humanitarian sector and the Government of Ukraine. The deficit of Patriot and 
other interceptors is resulting in more direct hits and infrastructure damage, as was 
the case on 1–2 June, hindering humanitarian work and increasing civilian needs 
(ACAPS 22/04/2026; UNN 03/06/2026). This strike trend may continue as long as Ukraine 
is not able to sufficiently protect its infrastructure.

Middle East conflict

The conflict in the Middle East between Iran, Israel, and the United States – and 
involving multiple other countries in the Gulf – has continued for three months. 
On 28 February, the US and Israel launched coordinated strikes on Iran as part of 
Operation Epic Fury, which prompted strikes on Iran, Israel, and additional countries 
in the Gulf as a retaliatory measure (Reuters 28/02/2026 a). Within days, Gulf countries 
were requesting additional air defence capabilities to ensure the protection of their 
civilians and critical infrastructure (Reuters 02/03/2026). Iran declared the closure 
of the Strait of Hormuz, with Iran’s Revolutionary Guards threatening vessels that 
might try to pass through (Reuters 28/02/2026 b). While multiple attempts at peace have 
been made – including the Pakistan-brokered Islamabad Accord, which established 
a short-term ceasefire at the beginning of April – by late May, no comprehensive 
agreement to halt strikes and reopen the strait had been successful, though Iran has 
delivered a new peace proposal to the United States via Pakistan (Reuters 06/04/2026 
and 19/05/2026; AJ 11/04/2026). While there seems to be agreement on some of the key 
issues of contention, a full deal has not been reached, and impacts within Ukraine 
are already presenting themselves and are likely to persist at least in the medium 
term (BBC 25/05/2026).

While the situation in the Gulf may seem irrelevant to access considerations in 
Ukraine, there are two specific dimensions that have implications for the movement of 
humanitarian responders and the ability of both Russia and Ukraine to maintain current 
offensive and defensive capabilities, which heavily affects access constraints. First, 
Ukraine is facing a critical gap in interceptor missiles, which are a key component 
of its defensive measures against large-scale air attacks. President Zelenskyy has 
specifically pushed allies to prioritise this equipment for Ukraine, considering the 
recent severe Russian missile strikes on Kyiv and Dnipro in late May and early June 
(Politico 03/06/2026). Given that many defensive weapons have been prioritised for the 
Middle East conflict, especially the US-made Patriot Advanced Capability-3 (PAC-
3) interceptors, there may be a continuing and growing gap between the number 
required and the number available for Ukraine, risking greater damage to energy, 
water, logistics, and transport infrastructure used by humanitarians and civilians. 
Ukraine was already in need of these weapon types, owing to slow production and 
replacement times as well as increasingly complex mechanisms to source the 
weapons via NATO, rather than receiving them directly from the US. Stock depletion 
may have caused greater vulnerability in urban centres such as Dnipro, Kharkiv, 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/jan/15/ukraine-war-briefing-zelenskyy-declares-state-of-emergency-as-cities-shiver-from-energy-attacks
https://unn.ua/en/news/kyiv-experienced-the-coldest-winter-in-15-years-meteorologists
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/02/04/8019398/
https://acleddata.com/monitor/ukraine-conflict-monitor
https://ukraine.un.org/en/310140-energy-attacks-amid-unusually-harsh-winter-are-exposing-ukraine’s-civilians-extreme-hardship?afd_azwaf_tok=eyJraWQiOiI1MUExNzM1MkJFMzVFNkZCMTE3QUI4MEVDMjhFQjk1NkQ2ODYzNkY5MjA5MENGNENBMTJERTJFREE0MTkxMjY1IiwiYWxnIjoiUlMyNTYifQ.eyJhdWQiOiJ1a3JhaW5lLnVuLm9yZyIsImV4cCI6MTc3OTY0ODAxOSwiaWF0IjoxNzc5NjQ4MDA5LCJpc3MiOiJ0aWVyMS01NzdkOTdiZjk5LWh0dzlxIiwic3ViIjoiMTg1LjMyLjYzLjI3IiwiZGF0YSI6eyJ0eXBlIjoiaXNzdWVkIiwicmVmIjoiMjAyNjA1MjRUMTg0MDA5Wi0xNTc3ZDk3YmY5OWh0dzlxaEMxV0FXOHlkMDAwMDAwMDBncmcwMDAwMDAwMDI5ZHgiLCJiIjoiVVM2V1JrQlFHem55a3BYNWZMU25pVXBGZy1mWDFGS21rWDQ1bEpzclZydyIsImgiOiJWREpzazg2YWh4RDNjYnJzM19DMHBkcC1KU0ZTc28zWEdsLWp0ei0yNHBrIn19.uys2yqeV71H1E2IB1KJNosVRGRVm2ML4sO_XbAmmIlaIps03ynE_wghc-z-gOTeW1qgsyhTHaTJX0IWDLXYsbNhkm46fJK_YpR5_wkZibTtMNNFLswNJ1GpgCqS-X8WHQdQtXRsR7XTp93IBL19KrglNMIWhiP7FUWtCPEbXHXjBJ7Xt4Wbr9E7iqqsowfJ6UwWuErdPn55XekaDjrOs0qDX42vDmt2K99jXbR17_p5Az6IN1pq2mW9Ku05lDK2isy6JJXO1ZK7LdX2PYAKANbtAE9SZv35y_WzyhKdDgEFAaWVp-5vjM0XPkyq37ecde-CRPVMnwPaFrUotr1jQTw.WF3obl2IDtqgvMFRqVdYkD5s
https://en.lb.ua/news/2026/01/21/37388_more_than_16_hours_without_power.html
https://www.kiis.com.ua/?lang=eng&cat=reports&id=1583&page=1
https://ukraine.un.org/en/310422-325000-ukrainian-returnees-risk-displacement-again-winter-energy-crisis-deepens-iom-chief?afd_azwaf_tok=eyJraWQiOiI1MUExNzM1MkJFMzVFNkZCMTE3QUI4MEVDMjhFQjk1NkQ2ODYzNkY5MjA5MENGNENBMTJERTJFREE0MTkxMjY1IiwiYWxnIjoiUlMyNTYifQ.eyJhdWQiOiJ1a3JhaW5lLnVuLm9yZyIsImV4cCI6MTc4MDYwMTY2MiwiaWF0IjoxNzgwNjAxNjUyLCJpc3MiOiJ0aWVyMS1iNmM0OTRjNWQtcXBqeGsiLCJzdWIiOiIxOTMuMC4yMTguMTE1IiwiZGF0YSI6eyJ0eXBlIjoiaXNzdWVkIiwicmVmIjoiMjAyNjA2MDRUMTkzNDEyWi1yMWI2YzQ5NGM1ZHFwanhraEMxV0FXZjNrYzAwMDAwMDBnNzAwMDAwMDAwMDZyOXkiLCJiIjoiX1BIVVQ0bkFnV0ZIbDFoVVZGZ3FJQjJ0TVJWOXhNemZhQ1RIeVpDaWRxWSIsImgiOiJFODZtclg1S2swSVdNZXNtMlluTGdiRElKRnEtWmRPUVlleU12eGlTT3dJIn19.FEpgJn6vF_Ogm20RVltkvnwfVHGSkxwMlAxtN_kUSqM4QJKOsaD66fzzOJPEMUdQxX114y9LWVchPogKt3vK5Or8BGRsWCNYJBvK_lzi5S3khUjeNEI5kB68P5yeZ_gyoRyKKTRvx72h7tUTKako6nPykGcwBPd4l64OcQwuoKwvAyjSnw7rbhVK7SDhqMwA87Sl6UTmNl8SUy20BnINIpNIkAp1hEexAEKBQ-_ChUGQcWXEcXs-zLs-zkqrqRemywzpUugarX3bTBF5HdN0TuL7PgJE-zylPNr8Q5bweIm7JRUeNnxRrla5l3MPUaUQyzSefOhjiBGKqOPNzEaq8A.WF3obl2IDtqgvMFRqVdYkD5s
https://www.acaps.org/fileadmin/Data_Product/Main_media/20260422_ACAPS_Ukraine_-_Impacts_of_the_Middle_East_conflict.pdf
https://unn.ua/en/news/russia-uses-strikes-on-kyiv-to-exploit-patriot-missile-shortage-and-hide-its-own-failures-isw
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/us-israeli-attack-triggers-fear-panic-iran-2026-02-28/
https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/italy-says-gulf-countries-have-requested-air-defence-systems-2026-03-02/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/irans-revolutionary-guards-tell-ships-passage-through-strait-hormuz-not-allowed-2026-02-28/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/iran-us-receive-plan-end-hostilities-immediate-ceasefire-source-says-2026-04-06/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/iran-says-peace-proposal-includes-reparations-war-damage-us-troop-withdrawal-2026-05-19/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/liveblog/2026/4/11/iran-war-live-us-negotiators-due-to-arrive-in-pakistan-for-ceasefire-talks
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cglpp2yk336o
https://www.politico.eu/article/zelenskyy-presses-allies-for-missiles-as-nato-arms-funding-lags/
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and Kyiv. While these urban areas do not present the highest access constraints 
at present, they do host many INGO and NNGO offices and are used as operational 
bases for further eastern- and northern-facing activities. Other interceptor types, 
such as the Aster 30, may need to be used more frequently in these urban areas, 
making them less likely to be used in other, more unstable environments (ACAPS 
22/04/2026). Continued substantial direct hits on critical infrastructure, including 
distributed energy nodes, water treatment plants, and transport infrastructure, 
risk aggravating existing service gaps during the reporting period and restricting 
available response types and timing for humanitarian responders.

Second, the closure of the Strait of Hormuz has had global implications for gas 
and fuel prices in Ukraine. From 23 February to 19 May, A-95 premium, A-95, A-92, 
and diesel fuel prices all rose by at least 14%. Diesel prices increased by around 
43% over that time period, with the initial spike occurring around 2 March when the 
official closure of the strait was announced. These increases are raising the prices 
of train and bus tickets, generator fuel, and other industrial supplies in response. 
Prices of car fuel have risen by 23% at petrol stations in Ukraine (Ministry of Finance 
accessed 19/05/2026). Civilians already struggling with wartime conditions and basic 
needs access must also contend with increased prices for transport to markets, 
healthcare facilities, and more. Higher prices of fuel, as well as fertiliser during 
spring, may mean higher production costs for farmers, resulting in higher food 
costs across Ukraine, particularly in conflict-adjacent areas. Similarly, humanitarian 
organisations have contended, and may continue to contend, with higher-than-
anticipated costs for transport and logistics, requiring greater proportions of 
programming budgets and possibly restricting organisations’ geographic coverage 
or forcing hyper-prioritisation. Some service providers may also have to suspend or 
reduce their operational reach because of higher costs, which could make accessing 
the most vulnerable people more difficult (ACAPS 22/04/2026). 

METHODOLOGY

The data used in this report comes from publicly available and unpublished sources 
circulated within the humanitarian response community. The narrative presented 
is developed from data analysis, a secondary data review, and contextual analysis 
based on key informant interviews and grounded in operational reality. Access 
severity scores were calculated using oblast- and raion-level data on events related 
to access constraints. The collected access events are available in the Ukraine hub 
humanitarian access events dashboard and dataset. ACAPS has predefined 75 event types 
and grouped them into 35 subindicators, nine indicators (I1–9), and three pillars 
(P1–3). Indicators receive a score between 0–3, and pillars receive a score between 
0–5. The final access severity score is an average of the three pillar scores. No 
changes between the current and previous reporting cycle were made that would 
disrupt the comparability between reporting periods.

Pillar 1: access of people in need to humanitarian aid

I1. Denial of existence of humanitarian needs or entitlements to assistance

I2. Restriction and obstruction of access to services and assistance

Pillar 2: access of humanitarian organisations to people in need

I3. Impediments to entering the country (bureaucratic and administrative)

I4. Restriction of movement within the country (impediments to freedom of 
movement and/or administrative restrictions)

I5. Interference with the implementation of humanitarian activities

I6. Violence against humanitarian personnel, facilities, and assets

Pillar 3: physical, environmental, and security constraints

I7. Insecurity or hostilities affecting humanitarian assistance

I8. Presence of landmines, improvised explosive devices, explosive remnants of 
war, and unexploded ordnance

I9. Physical constraints in the environment (obstacles related to terrain, climate, 
lack of infrastructure, etc.)

https://www.acaps.org/fileadmin/Data_Product/Main_media/20260422_ACAPS_Ukraine_-_Impacts_of_the_Middle_East_conflict.pdf
https://www.acaps.org/fileadmin/Data_Product/Main_media/20260422_ACAPS_Ukraine_-_Impacts_of_the_Middle_East_conflict.pdf
https://index.minfin.com.ua/ua/markets/fuel/
https://index.minfin.com.ua/ua/markets/fuel/
https://www.acaps.org/fileadmin/Data_Product/Main_media/20260422_ACAPS_Ukraine_-_Impacts_of_the_Middle_East_conflict.pdf
https://ukraine-analysis-hub.acaps.org/
https://ukraine-analysis-hub.acaps.org/
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More information on ACAPS’s humanitarian events monitoring and access scoring 
system is available in this methodology note. For Ukraine’s oblast-level scoring, 
calculations were done on a continuous numerical scale instead of thresholds, 
allowing for decimals and a more nuanced result. The resulting scores were 
classified into the following groups:

0–1 low access constraints

1–2 moderate access constraints

2–3 high access constraints

3–4 very high access constraints

4–5 extreme access constraints.

Changes for raion-level access severity scoring

When applying the oblast-level model to raions, the following changes were made 
to the methodology:

Only events logged at the raion level were taken into account, with the exception 
of subindicators S9.1, S9.3, and S9.4 (weather events, logistical constraints on 
consumable goods, and the presence of remote locations), as information for these 
is mostly reported at the oblast level. For these subindicators, scores were calculated 
by computing all entries in the oblast and applied to the associated raions.

Thresholds for scoring subindicators S7.1, S7.2, S9.2, and indicator I6 were 
recalibrated to reflect the number of events at the raion level. This was necessary 
given that event volumes at the raion level differ substantially from oblast-level 
reporting and in order to facilitate interpretation of score comparisons.

I3 (impediments to entering the country) was not included when computing scores, 
as it is not relevant to the raion level.

Limitations

The analysis relies on publicly available data, which is unlikely to be comprehensive 
in a dynamic conflict environment such as Ukraine. Reported data may come with 
a delay, meaning some published data may no longer be applicable at the time 
of analysis. This analysis collected data through a review process to ensure that 
selected subindicators for a given oblast were still relevant based on triangulation 
with operational responders. The evolving situation and amount of data collected 
mean that some inaccuracies will likely remain.

Detailed information is lacking on the humanitarian response and access constraints 
facing humanitarians in Russian-occupied areas, including Crimea and Sevastopol.

As hostilities in Russian-occupied raions are less intense, and verifiable information 
on occupied raions is difficult to obtain, raion-level access scores for such areas 
may be lower than expected. For these raions, P1 and P2 scores may be more 
accurate reflections of the actual access severity. P3 scores may underrepresent 
access severity in these territories.

https://www.acaps.org/fileadmin/Dataset/Methodology_files/20250127_ACAPS_Ukraine-_Humanitarian_Subnational_access_dataset_.pdf
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