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MAIN DEVELOPMENTS IN UKRAINE BETWEEN 1 MAY AND 31 AUGUST 2025 Map 1. Humanitarian access severity at the oblast level by 31 August 2025

Between May—-August 2025, humanitarian access in frontline oblasts further deteriorated
following shifts in the front line, continued attacks on humanitarian responders, and
disruptions to basic services.

Frontline shiftsin Donetska oblast led to deteriorated access throughout the oblast, limiting
access to several towns and cities to humanitarians conducting evacuations in armoured
vehicles. The number of usable logistics routes in the oblast also decreased. Humanitarian
access in the oblast is likely to deteriorate further from September—-December.

Limited Russian advances in Kharkivska oblast and the continued presence of Russian
forces in Sumska oblast also increased access constraints for humanitarians in areas
near the front line, with security risks near the border with the Russian Federation in both
oblasts.

From May-August, there was a wide variety in the type of violent incidents affecting
humanitarians, including direct first-person view (FPV) drone attacks on vehicles, attacks
on distribution points, and landmine and unexploded ordnance (UXO) incidents. Advancing
front lines in Dnipropetrovska oblast increased the risk of such incidents in Synelnykivskyi
raion.

Civilians faced increasingly limited access to basic services and utilities in frontline
areas, as new towns and cities remained without functioning services owing to security
constraints and heavy damage. The combination of disrupted utilities and damaged shelter
left the people remaining in rural frontline areas particularly vulnerable to the impacts of
the upcoming cold season.

At the end of August, Russia resumed its large-scale targeting of energy infrastructure
ahead of the upcoming cold season, in line with previous seasonal escalations. ACAPS’
Ukraine: Scenarios for the Cold Season report explores the potential impacts of these attacks,
including utility disruptions, logistical constraints, fuel shortages, and health concerns, in
more detail.

Civilians without Russian passports in Russian-occupied territories are likely to face
further service access constraints and an increased risk of arbitrary detention following
a Russian legislative change coming into effect in September. The final section of this
report analyses the impacts of these changes and the current constraints facing civilians
in Russian-occupied territories.

Any comments or questions? Please contact us at info@acaps.org
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Source: ACAPS using data from ISW (accessed 14/09/2025)

Note: maps showing access severity at the raion level are available further in the report.


https://www.acaps.org/fileadmin/Data_Product/Main_media/20250828_ACAPS_Ukraine_-_Winter_Scenarios.pdf
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375

ABOUT THIS REPORT

This report compares access challenges across Ukrainian raions and oblasts to inform
humanitarian responders and support decision-making. It is part of ACAPS’ regular analysis
of access constraints, with the latest report published on 8 May 2025.

Methodology

This analysis is based on changes in the access severity model between 1 May and 31
August 2025. ACAPS developed these updates using data collected from secondary sources
and eight interviews with international and grassroots humanitarian responders conducted
in August 2025.

This report contains a separate section focusing on access constraints in Russian-occupied
territories given the potential impact of new Russian legislation on civilians’ ability to access
services.

The fourth section of this report provides a short description of the methodology. The
complete methodology, access events dataset, and access severity model API are available
on the ACAPS Ukraine hub website.

This report contains the scoring and mapping of access constraints at the raion level. Scores
are based on the application of ACAPS’ subnational access model for the raion-level data
collection of access events, with minor modifications detailed in the methodology section at
the end of this report.

As aresult of reduced capacity, the publish cycle for access reports has been extended from
quarterly to every four months. ACAPS will continue to publish datasets monthly and include
relevant access information in other thematic reports.

Limitations

This analysis relies primarily on publicly available data, which, as a result of the dynamic
situation, is unlikely to be comprehensive. Access severity scores at the raion level may be
lower than expected in Russian-occupied territories owing to extremely limited response,
fewer reported incidents, and lower conflict intensity.
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ACCESS TRENDS IN OBLASTS AND RAIONS FACING THE HIGHEST ACCESS CONSTRAINTS

Map 2. Severity of restrictions to people’s access to  Map 3. Severity of access constraints for Map 4. Severity of physical and security constraints
services and assistance by 31 August 2025 humanitarians by 31 August 2025 across Ukraine by 31 August 2025
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Donetska oblast

Map 5. Access severity at the raion level in Donetska oblast by 31 August 2025
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Table 1. Access severity at the raion level in Donetska oblast by 31 August 2025

Bakhmutskyi

Donetskyi 5.0 8.3 1.3 32
Horlivskyi 5.0 33 19 3.4
Kalmiuskyi 5.0 8.3 0.5 29
Kramatorskyi 5.0 5.0 2.6 42
Mariupolskyi 5.0 8.3 0.6 3.0
Pokrovskyi 5.0 5.0 3.6 4.5
Volnovaskyi 5.0 8.3 19 34

*Given extremely constrained physical access to Russian-occupied territories, fewer incidents may be
reported, leading to lower-than-expected scores.

+ Access severity score trend since March 2025: deterioration in Donetskyi, Horlivskyi,
and Kalmiuskyi raions

+ Raion with the highest number of events: Bakhmutskyi raion

+  Most recurrent access event: restriction and obstruction to service access

From May-August, Russian forces continued their advances in Donetska oblast, further
deteriorating humanitarian access and service provision, particularly in areas closest
to the front line. Russian forces pushing further north as part of their efforts to encircle
Pokrovsk and Myrnohrad fully cut off the Pokrovsk—Kostiantynivka road, which, prior, was
already considered too dangerous for humanitarians and civilians to use. This northern push
culminated in a breakthrough by Russian small reconnaissance groups east of Dobropillia
town between 10-11 August, triggering new evacuations and increasing access constraints
for humanitarians. Since then, Russian forces have been unable to strengthen those initial
advances, and Ukrainian forces, redeployed from other parts of the front line, have been
able to contain them (ISW 12/08/2025 and 25/08/2025; The Telegraph 24/08/2025). While Pokrovsk
town remains under Ukrainian control, it has become bordered on three sides, making
humanitarian access possible only for responders conducting evacuations in armoured
vehicles. Russian sabotage and reconnaissance groups unable to establish a permanent
presence are periodically spotted within the cities’ limits (ISW 25/08/2025; KII 26/08/2025).
Faced with the difficulty of a frontal assault on Pokrovsk, Russian forces had switched to
focusing on encircling the town from February 2025. Pokrovsk and Kostiantynivka, along


https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375
https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-august-12-2025
https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-august-25-2025
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world-news/2025/08/24/ukraine-russia-azov-troops-donetsk-surprise-advance/
https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-august-25-2025

with Kramatorsk and Sloviansk, form the core of Ukraine’s defensive line in the oblast.
ACAPS covered the war developments in Donetska oblast and their impacts in an anticipatory
update published on 10 July. Humanitarian presence in Sloviansk and Kramatorsk towns, which
serve as advanced hubs for the response, persisted from May—August (KIl 26/08/2025).
Access severity scores in Russian-occupied raions increased as infrastructure and policy
constraints worsened civilian access in access severity scores (see section on Russian-
occupied territories).

Map 6. Russian advances and deteriorated access constraints between May-
August 2025 in DoQgtska oblast
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From September—December, Russian forces are likely to continue their strategy of probing
the front line with small sabotage and reconnaissance groups to attempt to find gaps they
can exploit. That said, the likelihood of going undetected by Ukrainian surveillance drones in
the fall and winter is lower as trees lose their leaves and the vegetation becomes less dense.
Recent assessments estimate that the Russian forces have recentred their efforts around
Pokrovsk following failure to strengthen the advance east of Dobropillia (ISW 25/08/2025). This
means that a slow but continuous advance towards Pokrovsk and Myrnohrad is likely from
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September-December, and that humanitarian access, including for evacuations in armoured
vehicles, is likely to be fully lost. In this scenario, the people remaining in these locations
will likely enter the cold season without access to continued winterisation assistance and in
inadequate shelter, exposing them to increased cold-related health risks.

Access constraints for humanitarians: Russian advances from May-August deteriorated
access for humanitarians particularly in Bilozerska, Dobropilska, Kostiantynivska, Pokrovska,
and Shakhivska hromadas. Access to Pokrovska hromada has been limited to humanitarians
conducting evacuations in armoured vehicles. Aid distribution to civilians is no longer
possible in the hromada; World Central Kitchen, for instance, halted operations on 13 July
(KI126/08/2025; Pokrovsk Military Administration Facebook 13/07/2025). In nearby Myrnohrad, certain
parts of the city were inaccessible for humanitarians by mid-June (Suspilne 14/06/2025).
Bilozerska, Dobropilska, and Shakhivska have likewise been limited to humanitarians
conducting evacuations (KIl 26/08/2025). As Russian forces draw closer, the number of air
strikes, shelling, and drone attack incidents in all three hromadas has dramatically increased
(ACLED accessed 04/09/2025). The complete loss of humanitarian access to Shakhivska
hromada in the coming months is possible if the hromada remains exposed to active
ground combat, heavy shelling, and drone strikes (KII 26/08/2025). That said, coordination
requirements for movements in the oblast by civic authorities have not resulted in access
constraints for humanitarians (KIl 26/08/2025; 0CHA 11/07/2025).

Figure 1. Number of air, drone, and shelling attacks in hromadas experiencing
deteriorated humanitarian access, January-April vs. May-August 2025
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https://www.acaps.org/fileadmin/Data_Product/Main_media/20250710_ACAPS_Ukraine_-_Update_on_developments_in_Donetska_oblast.pdf
https://www.acaps.org/fileadmin/Data_Product/Main_media/20250710_ACAPS_Ukraine_-_Update_on_developments_in_Donetska_oblast.pdf
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375
https://suspilne.media/donbas/1042425-golovni-novini-doneckoi-ta-luganskoi-oblastej-podii-14-cervna/?anchor=live_1749899572&utm_source=copylink&utm_medium=ps
https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-august-25-2025
https://www.facebook.com/Pokrovskmilitaryadministration/posts/740246158873432?ref=embed_post
https://suspilne.media/donbas/1042425-golovni-novini-doneckoi-ta-luganskoi-oblastej-podii-14-cervna/?anchor=live_1749899572&utm_source=copylink&utm_medium=ps
https://acleddata.com/conflict-data/data-export-tool
https://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/ukraine-humanitarian-access-snapshot-may-june-2025-enuk
https://acleddata.com/conflict-data/data-export-tool

Attacks on humanitarian responders and facilities: attacks against humanitarian responders
continued at a lower rate than from January—April. Although there was only one publicly
reported attack against humanitarian responders from May-August, several more incidents
occurred, underscoring the risks facing humanitarians providing assistance and conducting
evacuations in the face of advancing front lines. On 23 August, for example, a drone attacked
a national NGO's vehicle travelling to conduct an evacuation (Suspilne 24/08/2025).

Civilian infrastructure damage: Donetska oblast suffered the highest number of new
damage to civilian infrastructure across the country from May-August, although the number
of new damages (757) was somewhat lower than from January-April (893). New damages
were primarily reported in Kramatorskyi and Pokrovskyi raions and increasingly focused on
industrial and business facilities, although damage to education facilities also increased
during this period (ACAPS accessed 03/09/2025 a) . With security concerns preventing
repairs, many frontline locations are facing extended or permanent utility disruptions.
Affected locations include Kostiantynivka, Lyman, Myrnohrad, Pokrovsk, Rodynske, and
Siversk (Suspilne 08/05/2025, 10/07/2025, and 24/06/2025; Eastern Variant 29/05/2025 and 25/06/2025).

Figure 2. Main damage per infrastructure type in Donetska oblast, January-
April vs. May-August 2025
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Civilian access to services: insecurity deteriorated civilian access to services from May-
August, as shops closed and government services relocated.

+ In Pokrovsk town, the last store closed on 11 August, which, combined with access
constraints for humanitarians, left the 1,300 people remaining in the town reliant on
assistance from civic authorities and the Ukrainian military (Suspilne 11/08/2025; Ukrinform
06/08/2025).

+ In Dobropillia, the social protection department and central administrative centre
suspended their operations on 17 July, leaving 1,200 civilians without access to key social
and administrative services. It resumed operations from Dnipro city (Dnipropetrovska
oblast) on 14 August (Dobropillia City Military Administration Telegram 17/07/2025 and 14/08/2025;
Vchanso 10/09/2025). The extended curfew regime already applicable to cities within 10km
of the front line was extended to Dobropillia, leaving civilians with only four hours a day
for movement (Suspilne 18/07/2025).

+ In Kostiantynivka, where 6,300 people remain, both the last Nova Poshta (private postal
service) and the last Ukrposhta (national postal service) branches closed, and the city
is also without functioning ATMs, reflecting the trend of diminishing service provision
in locations facing advancing front lines (Ukrinform 09/05/2025; Suspilne 31/07/2025; Igor
Smelyansky Facebook 20/08/2025; ZI 10/09/2025).

Mandatory evacuations: new mandatory evacuations for minors and guardians were
announced in several waves following the evolving war dynamics. The first wave occurred
in the first half of 2025 and targeted over 480 children in towns and cities in Shakhivska
and Druzhkivska hromadas with increased shelling (Vadim Filashkin Telegram 02/05/2025 and
16/05/2025; Ukrinform 13/05/2025; Radio Svoboda 14/05/2025). Subsequent mandatory evacuations
for over 4,000 children were announced from July—August, mostly focusing on towns and
cities in Bilozerska, Dobropilska, and Druzhkivska hromadas, with additional evacuations
also announced in Andriivska hromada and other parts of Kramatorskyi raion (Suspilne
24/07/2025, 13/08/2025, and 14/08/2025; Vadim Filashkin Telegram 08/08/2025).


https://suspilne.media/donbas/1098102-evakuacia-z-kostantinivki-dron-atakuvav-avtivku-misii-proliska-e-poskodzenna/
https://www.acaps.org/en/data#dataset-19
https://suspilne.media/dnipro/1013147-koli-strilaut-molimosa-bogu-ak-zivut-u-prifrontovij-velikomihajlivci-za-20-km-vid-linii-zitknenna/
https://suspilne.media/donbas/1063203-u-kostantinivskij-gromadi-na-doneccini-rosijskij-dron-pociliv-avtivku-vodij-zaginuv/
https://suspilne.media/donbas/1049957-misac-bez-svitla-gazu-ta-vodi-skilki-ludej-zalisaetsa-u-prifrontovomu-siversku/
https://v-variant.com.ua/u-pokrovsku-pid-postiynymy-obstrilamy-bez-elektryky-vody-ta-hazu-zalyshaiutsia-blyzko-1800-liudey-video/
https://v-variant.com.ua/article/pryfrontovyy-lyman-2/
https://suspilne.media/donbas/1087496-golovni-novini-doneckoi-ta-luganskoi-oblastej-11-serpna/?anchor=live_1754934763&utm_source=copylink&utm_medium=ps
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-society/4022836-about-1370-people-remain-in-pokrovsk-humanitarian-aid-delivery-nearly-impossible.html
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-society/4022836-about-1370-people-remain-in-pokrovsk-humanitarian-aid-delivery-nearly-impossible.html
https://t.me/dobropilska_otg/24912
https://t.me/dobropilska_otg/25225
https://vchasnoua.com/news/foto-zittia-na-mezi-u-dobropilli-zalisilosia-blizko-7-tisiac-ziteliv-pid-zagrozoiu-droniv-i-kabiv
https://suspilne.media/donbas/1070153-na-doneccini-rozsirili-perelik-gromad-iz-komendantskou-godinou-z-1500-do-1100/
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-regions/3990991-nova-posta-zakrivae-ostanne-viddilenna-u-kostantinivci.html
https://suspilne.media/donbas/1079793-vid-droniv-pid-derevami-hovaemos-ak-zive-misto-kostantinivka-ta-naskilki-nablizivsa-front/
https://www.facebook.com/ukrposhtaceo/posts/pfbid02NExdWFihHb6WzVWUzXuYoL4Qtu4YrK37rRuGfUVeusDGKcaLtLoQVb5KAND1gyUbl
https://www.facebook.com/ukrposhtaceo/posts/pfbid02NExdWFihHb6WzVWUzXuYoL4Qtu4YrK37rRuGfUVeusDGKcaLtLoQVb5KAND1gyUbl
https://zi.ua/ua/news/skilki-u-kostyantinivtsi-zalisha-tsya-meshkantsiv_213383/
https://t.me/VadymFilashkin/8091
https://t.me/VadymFilashkin/8388
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-regions/3992501-na-doneccini-virisili-primusovo-evakuuvati-79-ditej-iz-druzkivskoi-gromadi.html
https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/news-donechyna-zona-prymusova-evakuatsia-dity/33413862.html
https://suspilne.media/donbas/1074799-se-z-desati-naselenih-punktiv-doneckoi-oblasti-zokrema-z-dobropilla-evakuuut-vsi-rodini-z-ditmi/
https://suspilne.media/donbas/1074799-se-z-desati-naselenih-punktiv-doneckoi-oblasti-zokrema-z-dobropilla-evakuuut-vsi-rodini-z-ditmi/
https://suspilne.media/donbas/1089668-primusovu-evakuaciu-ditej-ogolosili-u-misti-bilozersku-ta-13-selah-ta-selisah-dvoh-gromad-doneccini-ova/
https://suspilne.media/donbas/1090848-primusovu-evakuaciu-ditej-ogolosili-u-misti-druzkivci-ta-cotiroh-selah-doneccini-ova/
https://t.me/VadymFilashkin/10236
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Kharkivska oblast Table 2. Access severity at the raion level in Kharkivska oblast by 31 August
2025
Map 7. Access severity at the raion level in Kharkivska oblast by 31 August 2025
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From May—-August, the situation in Kupianska hromada deteriorated further, increasing
humanitarian access constraints. Continuing their advances on the left bank of the
Source: ACAPS using data from ISW (accessed 14/09/2025) Oskil River between January—April, Russian forces entfared northern Kupiansk around
24 August (ISW 25/08/2025). By the end of the month, Kupiansk was the city or settlement
with the highest number of hostility incidents (shelling, air strikes, and battles) during the
May—-August period, exposing the 1,800 people remaining in the city to extreme security
constraints (ACLED accessed 04/09/2025; TKI 28/08/2025). On the right bank of the Oskil River,
Russian forces made limited gains, eventually reaching the outskirts of Petropavlivka town.
In Lozova, a new transit centre was opened to relieve the overwhelmed Pavlohrad transit
centre in Dnipropetrovska oblast, hosting people affected by more intense fighting given the
recent escalation in Donetska oblast (KIl 22/08/2025).

From September—December, the humanitarian situation is likely to worsen in Kupiansk
city, where 1,800 people remain, as urban warfare intensifies (TKI 25/08/2025). Eventually,
evacuations from the city, even by state responders, will likely become impossible, leading
to a complete loss of access. People living in areas with constrained humanitarian access,


https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375
https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-august-25-2025
https://acleddata.com/conflict-data/data-export-tool
https://kyivindependent.com/ukrainian-city-near-russian-border-left-without-water-electricity-or-gas-amid-russian-attacks/
https://kyivindependent.com/ukrainian-city-near-russian-border-left-without-water-electricity-or-gas-amid-russian-attacks/

disrupted utilities, and high levels of shelter damage, notably on the east bank of the Oskil
River, Vovchanska hromada, and areas north of Kupiansk city, will be particularly vulnerable
in the coming colder season. Disrupted healthcare access is likely to compound the
increased health risks associated with exposure to cold weather. Additional displacements
from Donetska oblast could strain the Lozova transit centre; by August, the centre was not
prepared for the cold weather season (KI1 22/08/2025).

Access constraints for humanitarian responders: by the end of August, areas reported as
inaccessible in the Kupiansk area included Dvorichanska, Kindrashivska, and Kupianska
hromadas as well as all of the east bank of the Oskil River (KIl 22/08/2025). Insecurity had
also rendered some parts of Kupiansk city inaccessible for state emergency services
(Suspilne 14/08/2025). In June, authorities had already stated that evacuations from Kupiansk
by humanitarians were too dangerous, requiring armoured vehicles from rescue and police
teams (Suspilne 19/06/2025). Authorities had also forbidden civilian access to the east bank of
the Oskil River to limit the need for additional evacuations (Suspilne 04/06/2025). The high risk
posed by FPV drones also severely constrained access to Lypetska and Borivska hromadas.
Vovchanska hromada remained mostly inaccessible, although the remaining residents were
able to receive assistance at a hub in Kharkiv city (KIl 22/08/2025).

Incidents affecting humanitarian responders: the variety of incident types publicly reported
from May—August highlights the diversity of risks that responders face. The numberincidents
affecting humanitarian responders increased in May-August (four publicly reported
incidents) compared to January—April (two). In Velyky Burluk (Kupinaksyi raion) and Izium
(Iziumskyi raion), humanitarian assets, facilities and aid stocks were damaged or destroyed
(Dumka 30/05/2025; Ukrinform 30/05/2025). In lvashky, on the border with the Russian Federation,
an FPV drone destroyed a humanitarian aid storage facility (Suspilne 18/06/2025). Near Izium,
UXO killed two INGO demining staff and injured a third (Ukrainska Pravda 12/05/2025).

Damage to civilian infrastructure: the number of new damages to civilian infrastructure in
Kharkivska oblast remained high from May-August (445), although it was slightly lower than
from January-April (456). 45% of new damages in the oblast were reported in Kharkivskyi
raion, driven by the heavy targeting of Kharkiv city, followed by Bohodukhivskyi, Iziumskyi,
and Kupianskyi raions (ACAPS accessed 03/09/2025 a). In some areas, including Kupiansk,
insecurity and the scale of damage prevent the repair and restoration of basic utilities,
leading to permanent disruptions (Suspilne 15/07/2025 and 23/07/2025; TKI 25/08/2025). Some
towns in areas that the Ukrainian forces retook in 2022 face protracted recovery gaps, such
as lacking centralised gas supply, meaning residents of multistorey buildings will go through
the upcoming cold weather without centralised heating (KIl 22/08/2025).
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Figure 3. Main damage per infrastructure type in Kharkivska oblast, January-
April vs. May-August 2025
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Presence of landmines and UXO: Kharkivska oblast remained the oblast with the highest
number of recorded landmines and civilian UXO casualties. Of the affected people recorded
countrywide, 43% (26 out of 61) were in Kharkivska oblast. Nearly half (12) of the incidents
occurred in Iziumskyi raion. The widespread presence of landmines and UXO continues to
cause security constraints for both humanitarians and civilians, limiting access to livelihoods
for civilians relying on contaminated agricultural lands (ACAPS accessed 03/09/2025 b).

Mandatory evacuations: in June, oblast authorities called for the mandatory evacuation of
181 minors and their guardians from seven towns and cities in Shevchenkivska hromada,
east of Kupiansk (Suspilne 10/06/2025). In Odnorokivka, Zolochivska hromada, near the border
with the Russian Federation, the authorities announced the mandatory evacuation of the five
remaining minors (Suspilne 15/08/2025). Zolochivska hromada was the most targeted hromada
from May-August, highlighting the security constraints facing people remaining near the
border (ACLED accessed 04/09/2025).


http://suspilne.media/kharkiv/1090458-u-kupansku-e-rajoni-v-aki-cerez-nebezpeku-ne-idut-pracivniki-dsns-i-policii-rva/
https://suspilne.media/kharkiv/1046641-provoditi-evakuaciu-z-kupanska-volonterskimi-grupami-vze-nemozlivo-ocilnik-rajadministracii/
https://suspilne.media/kharkiv/1034425-na-livij-bereg-vi-ne-zmozete-potrapiti-comu-civilni-ne-mozut-zaihati-v-castinu-naselenih-punktiv-kupansini/
https://dumka.media/ukr/war/1748591745-v-izyumi-rosiyski-droni-vluchili-u-skladi-z-gumanitarnoyu-dopomogoyu-poshkodzheno-avto-blagodiynikiv
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-regions/3990760-na-harkivsini-vnaslidok-udaru-rf-poskodzeni-avtobusi-gumanitarnoi-misii.html
https://suspilne.media/kharkiv/1045703-rosia-fpv-dronami-znisila-gumanitarnij-punkt-u-prikordonnomu-seli-na-harkivsini/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2025/05/12/7511848/
https://suspilne.media/kharkiv/1066823-cerez-udar-kabom-14-lipna-kupansk-zalisivsa-bez-vodopostacanna/
https://suspilne.media/kharkiv/1072933-u-kupanskij-gromadi-za-lipen-vid-rosijskih-obstriliv-zaginuli-semero-miscevih-ziteliv-39-poraneni-besedin/
https://kyivindependent.com/ukrainian-city-near-russian-border-left-without-water-electricity-or-gas-amid-russian-attacks/
https://www.acaps.org/en/data#dataset-20
https://suspilne.media/kharkiv/1039379-z-semi-sil-sevcenkivskoi-gromadi-na-harkivsini-ogolosili-evakuaciu-civilnih-spisok-sil/
https://suspilne.media/kharkiv/1091240-z-prikordonnogo-sela-na-pivnoci-harkivsini-ogolosili-pro-primusovu-evakuaciu-rodin-z-ditmi/
https://acleddata.com/conflict-data/data-export-tool

Khersonska oblast

Map 8. Access severity at the raion level in Khersonska oblast by 31 August
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Table 3. Access severity at the raion level in Khersonska oblast by 31 August
2025

RAION ACCESS OF PEOPLE ~ ACCESS OF PHYSICAL, ACCESS
INNEED TO HUMANITARIAN ENVIRONMENTAL, AND SCORE
HUMANITARIAN AID  ORGANISATIONSTO  SECURITY CONSTRAINTS
PEOPLE IN NEED*
Beryslavskyi 2.0 3.0 3.1 2.7
Henicheskyi 8.9 8.8 0.5 2.4
Kakhovskyi 5.0 39 1.3 3.4
Khersonskyi 5.0 5.0 39 4.5
Skadovskyi 85 3.3 1.3 2.7

*Given extremely constrained physical access to Russian-occupied territories, fewer incidents may be
reported, leading to lower-than-expected scores.

+ Access severity score trend since March 2025: slight deterioration in Beryslavskyi raion
+ Raions with the highest number of events: Khersonskyi raion

+  Mostrecurrent access event: restriction and obstruction to access services

From May—-August, shelling, air strikes, and drone strikes increased by 20% in the right bank of
Khersonska oblast, causing new infrastructure damage and driving security constraints for
humanitarians and civilians, including the evacuation of an entire neighbourhood in Kherson
city. The main driver was the increased targeting of hromadas on the right bank of the Dnipro
River, including Bilozerska, Mylivska, Novokakhovska, Novovorontsovska, and Stanislavska
hromadas. Bilozerska, Darivska, Khersonska, and Tiahynska hromadas remained the most
targeted hromadas from January—April (ACLED accessed 04/09/2025). The main development
this period was the targeting of the bridge connecting Korabelnyi neighbourhood of Kherson
city to the mainland in early August (Suspilne 02/08/2025). The bridge remained standing, albeit
damaged, slowing down road travel. Gas and electricity provision to the neighbourhood was
also disrupted, and authorities have called for civilians to evacuate. The strike displaced
over 2,200 people, around 90% of the people in the neighbourhood at the time of the attack
(Politico 08/08/2025; OCHA 27/08/2025; Suspilne 03/09/2025).

From September-December, Russia will likely continue targeting the right bank of the Dnipro
River, causing continued damageto critical infrastructure, such as gas and electricity facilities,
ahead of the cold winter season. If repairs fail to keep up with new damages, electricity
disruptions during the colder winter weather may lead to cascading failures, disrupting water
and heat provision. Areas closer to the river, where repairs are more dangerous to conduct,
are likely to remain without basic utilities in the coming cold season.


https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375
https://acleddata.com/conflict-data/data-export-tool
https://suspilne.media/kherson/1081731-armia-rf-zavdala-aviacijnogo-udaru-po-hersonu-poskodzeni-avtomobilnij-mist/
https://www.politico.eu/article/russias-bombing-kherson-bridge-fears-reocupation-kremlin-troops-ukraine-war/
https://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/ukraine-humanitarian-situation-snapshot-june-july-2025
https://suspilne.media/kherson/1106154-u-mikrorajoni-korabel-u-hersoni-lisaetsa-240-ludej-mva/

Access constraints for humanitarians: in late August, Russian FPV drones increasingly
targeted Highway M14 from Mykolaiv to Kherson, a main access road to the city, increasing
security risks and hampering the movement of civilians and humanitarians (LIGA.net
30/08/2025; Informator 01/09/2025). Some towns and cities along the right bank of the Dnipro
River remained inaccessible for humanitarians or were only periodically accessible via
convoys. The permit system in place in Khersonska oblast, which was further strengthened
in July, does not constrain humanitarians’ movement as long as the procedures are followed
and sufficient time is scheduled for approval (KhODA 23/07/2025; KI1 18/08/2025).

Attacks on humanitarian responders and facilities: the number of publicly reported attacks
against humanitarian responders and facilities was lower from May-August (five) than from
January—April (ten), but Khersonska oblast remained the oblast with the highest number of
publicly reported incidents, likely given the geographic proximity of Russian Forces’ positions
to response locations (ACAPS accessed 03/09/2025 b). The attacks were typically direct FPV
drone attacks and mainly in Khersonskyi and Beryslavskyi raions, involving attacks on
humanitarian vehicles and cargo (Zmina 16/05/2025; Ukrinform 16/05/2025 and 02/06/2025;
Ukrainian Red Cross 06/06/2025; Suspilne 28/06/2025). The risk posed by FPV drones has led to a
reconfiguration of aid distribution systems, such as rethinking where civilians should queue
while waiting for assistance (K1 18/08/2025).

Damage to civilian infrastructure: while Khersonska was the oblast with the fourth
highest number of new civilian infrastructure damages from May—August, it experienced
a disproportionately higher amount of damage to its critical utilities (gas, electricity, and
telecommunications) compared to other oblasts (ACAPS accessed 03/09/2025 a). This continued
targeting of civilian infrastructure resulted in repeated power disruptions in the oblast (ACAPS
accessed 03/09/2025 b). The attacks and subsequent damages affected parts of the oblast
differently depending on the possibility of rapidly repairing new damages. In towns and cities
closest to the Dnipro River, security constraints hampered repairs and led to persistent,
sometimes permanent, outages. In the rest of the oblast, repairs to electrical infrastructure
have been able to keep up with the pace of new damages, preventing extended outages (KI|
18/08/2025; Suspilne 31/08/2025).
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Figure 4. Main damage per type of infrastructure in Khersonska oblast, January-
April vs. May-August 2025
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Civilian access to services: prior to the attack on the bridge, increased drone attacks on
Korbalenyi neighbourhood had already restricted civilian access to services. On 1 May,
private post carrier Nova Poshta closed its local branch in response to security concerns,
and public post carrier Ukrposhta had also stopped operating in the neighbourhood (Ukrinform
14/05/2025; Ukrposhta accessed 15/09/2025). Since the attack, most essential services have been
unavailable in the neighbourhood, where 240 people, including four with limited mobility,
remained by 3 September (Politico 08/08/2025; Suspilne 03/09/2025).

Mandatory evacuations: on 24 July, mandatory evacuation was expanded to 44 locations on
the right bank of the Dnipro River, including certain streets in Kherson city (Oleksandr Prokudin
Facebook 24/07/2025; 0CHA 27/08/2025). Families with children were later banned from entering
these areas (Kherson City Military Administration Facebook 30/07/2025).


https://news.liga.net/ua/politics/news/rosiia-prytsilno-bie-po-tsyvilnykh-avto-na-trasi-mykolaiv-kherson-doroha-nebezpechna-viyskovi
https://news.liga.net/ua/politics/news/rosiia-prytsilno-bie-po-tsyvilnykh-avto-na-trasi-mykolaiv-kherson-doroha-nebezpechna-viyskovi
https://informator.ua/uk/dronove-otochennya-hersonu-morska-pihota-povidomila-pro-suttyevi-zmini-situaciji-na-trasi-m-14
https://khoda.gov.ua/nakaz-komendanta-hersonsko%D1%97-oblast%D1%96-pro-organ%D1%96zac%D1%96ju-propusknogo-rezhimu-na-blokpostah-organ%D1%96zac%D1%96j-ta-sub%CA%BC%D1%94kt%D1%96v
https://www.acaps.org/en/data#dataset-20
https://zmina.info/news/rosiyany-zranku-gatyat-po-hersonshhyni-ye-zagybli-ta-poraneni-dvichi-poczilyly-po-avtivkah-z-gumanitarkoyu/
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-regions/3993568-u-hersoni-pid-vorozij-obstril-potrapili-socpracivniki-e-poranenij.html
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-regions/3999760-u-hersoni-pid-obstril-drona-potrapilo-avto-volonteriv.html
https://www.facebook.com/RedCrossUkraine/posts/1135847358587133
https://suspilne.media/1053587-posli-es-ne-uhvalili-18-j-paket-sankcij-proti-rosii-sili-oboroni-urazili-cotiri-rosijski-litaki-1221-den-vijni/?anchor=live_1751097322&utm_source=copylink&utm_medium=ps
https://www.acaps.org/en/data#dataset-20
https://www.acaps.org/en/data#dataset-20
https://suspilne.media/kherson/1103324-u-prifrontovij-stanislavskij-gromadi-na-hersonsini-zalisautsa-28-rodin-iz-ditmi/
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-regions/3992982-nova-posta-cerez-sodenni-ataki-zakrivae-edine-viddilenna-u-hersonskomu-mikrorajoni-ostriv.html
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-regions/3992982-nova-posta-cerez-sodenni-ataki-zakrivae-edine-viddilenna-u-hersonskomu-mikrorajoni-ostriv.html
https://index.ukrposhta.ua/find-address?postIndex=73021
https://www.politico.eu/article/russias-bombing-kherson-bridge-fears-reocupation-kremlin-troops-ukraine-war/
https://suspilne.media/kherson/1106154-u-mikrorajoni-korabel-u-hersoni-lisaetsa-240-ludej-mva/
https://www.facebook.com/alexandr.prokudin.7/posts/24001807229504382?ref=embed_post
https://www.facebook.com/alexandr.prokudin.7/posts/24001807229504382?ref=embed_post
https://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/ukraine-humanitarian-situation-snapshot-june-july-2025
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=640395425751465&set=a.111027562021590&type=3&ref=embed_post

Luhanska oblast

Map 9. Access severity at the raion level in Luhanska oblast by 31 August 2025
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Table 4. Access severity at the raion level in Luhanska oblast by 31 August 2025

3.3 0.5 3.0

Alchevskyi 5.0

Dovzhanskyi 5.0 3.3 0.4 29
Luhanskyi 5.0 3.3 0.5 29
Rovenkivskyi 5.0 3.3 0.4 29
Shchastynskyi 5.0 3.3 0.4 29
Siverskodonetskyi 5.0 3.3 1.3 3.2
Starobilskyi 5.0 3.3 0.5 3.0
Svativskyi 5.0 3.3 1.3 3.2

*Given extremely constrained physical access to Russian-occupied territories, fewer incidents may be
reported, leading to lower-than-expected scores.

+ Access severity score trend since March 2025: slight improvement of the third pillar in
all oblasts

+ Raions with the highest number of events: Alchevskyi

+  Most recurrent access event: restriction and obstruction to service access

Russian forces continue to occupy most of Luhanska oblast, limiting reporting on incidents
affecting humanitarian access. From May-August, Russian forces made small advances
towards Hrekivka as part of their push towards Borova in Kharkivska oblast (ISW 26/08/2025).
Armed clashes resulting from the ground combat represented the majority (70%) of violent
incidents from May-August, although the number is a 40% decrease from the January—April
period. Shelling and air strikes continued to be reported at a similar rate, primarily affecting
Kreminna, Lysychansk, and Svatove (ACLED accessed 04/09/2025). Reported constraints in
civilian access to services remained similar as in the January—April period, centred around
insufficient healthcare and disruptions to basic utilities. Lack of reporting on landmine
contamination from May—August compared to the January—April period decreased the
severity scoring of the third pillar (physical, environmental, and security constraints).

The situation for civilians is likely to deteriorate further from September—December, as cold
weather will compound the impacts of utility disruptions, and new Russian legislation taking
effect in September will further marginalise civilians without Russian passports (see section


https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375
https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-august-26-2025
https://acleddata.com/conflict-data/data-export-tool

on the situation in Russian-occupied territories). Existing shortages in healthcare service
provision are likely to compound the health risks of cold-weather exposure, especially in
areas closer to the front line where shelter damage is higher.

Constrained access to utilities: throughout the oblast, Ukrainian authorities continued to
report water supply disruptions from insufficient repairs (Ukrinform 08/07/2025). Disruptions
in Siverskodonetsk were reported to last multiple days in July (Suspilne 12/07/2025; Oleksii
Kharchenko Facebook 16/07/2025). As well as war-related damage, environmental factors, such
as summer storms, also disrupted electricity delivery (Rush Hour 27/05/2025). With the coming
cold season, frost and strong winds are likely to cause further power disruptions, particularly
towards December, which could have secondary impacts on water delivery.

Healthcare access: gaps in healthcare service provision continued to be reported given a
lack of staff and medicine, with several villages without pharmacies, even in areas facing
less intense war impacts (Rush Hour 26/05/2025; Eastern Variant 04/06/2025 and 27/06/2025). This
led to people sometimes queuing for medical appointments during curfew (21:00-06:00) in
Siverskodonetsk (Eastern Variant 28/06/2025 and 21/08/2025).
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Sumska oblast

Map 10. Access severity at the raion level in Sumska oblast by 31 August 2025
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https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-regions/4012604-cerez-avarijnij-vodogin-150-tisac-ziteliv-tot-lugansini-zalisautsa-bez-pitnoi-vodi.html
https://suspilne.media/donbas/1064877-u-siverskodonecku-okupanti-na-nic-vimikaut-vodopostacanna-ova/
https://www.facebook.com/KharchenkoOleksii.LuhanskaOVA/posts/pfbid0gUkUohZGHfFBdddVRGQjrextZZ5zUEP3tyqPes1gr3adoC5EEEhtoaTZvBCwjkkfl
https://www.facebook.com/KharchenkoOleksii.LuhanskaOVA/posts/pfbid0gUkUohZGHfFBdddVRGQjrextZZ5zUEP3tyqPes1gr3adoC5EEEhtoaTZvBCwjkkfl
https://vchaspik.ua/node/586770
https://vchaspik.ua/node/586722
https://v-variant.com.ua/na-okupovaniy-luhanshchyni-tysiachi-liudey-bez-zhodnoi-nadii-na-medychnyy-zakhyst-tsns/
https://v-variant.com.ua/zhyteli-okupovanoho-alchevska-zaymaiut-cherhu-vnochi-shchob-potrapyty-do-terapevta/
https://v-variant.com.ua/v-okupovanomu-siverskodonetsku-cherhy-za-talonchykamy-do-likariv-formuiutsia-u-pidizdah-navkolyshnih-bahatopoverhivok/
https://v-variant.com.ua/v-okupovanomu-rubizhnomu-zagharbniki-skorotili-komiendantsku-ghodinu/
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375

Table 5. Access severity at the raion level in Sumska oblast by 31 August 2025

RAION ACCESS OF ACCESS OF PHYSICAL, ACCESS SCORE
PEOPLEINNEED  HUMANITARIAN ENVIRONMENTAL,
TOHUMANITARIAN  ORGANISATIONSTO  AND SECURITY
AID PEOPLE IN NEED* CONSTRAINTS
Konotopskyi 0.0 0.8 3.6 1.5
Okhtyrskyi 0.0 0.6 8.9 14
Romenskyi 1.5 0.0 1.7 1.1
Shostkynskyi 1.5 1.4 3.6 2.2
Sumskyi 4.5 4.3 3.7 4.2

+ Access severity score trend since March 2025: deterioration in Sumskyi raion
+ Raion with the highest number of events: Sumskyi raion

+  Most recurrent access event: restriction and obstruction to service access

From May-August, Russian forces continued their advances north of Sumy city but were
halted by Ukrainian forces near Oleksiivka and Yunakivka towns in early July. The front line
remained there throughout August, with some small Ukrainian advances near Andriivka.
Attacks on areas near the front line and the border with the Russian Federation continued
driving displacement, while throughout the oblast, new damages to civilian infrastructure
caused periodic disruptions to utilities . Sumska
oblast remained the oblast facing the highest number of air, drone, and shelling attacks, as
from January—May, although the number decreased by 11%. Despite the overall decrease,
Sumy city and several locations on the border with the Russian Federation, namely Bilopilska,
Druzhbivska, Novoslobidska, and Seredyno-Budska, experienced a substantial increase in
the number of attacks. Attacks on the oblast peaked from May—-June, at the height of Russia’s
ground offensive in the oblast . The presence of Russian-occupied
areas in Sumskyi raion and subsequent active ground combat caused a deterioration in the
access severity score between April-August 2025.

From September—December, further Russian advances appear unlikely as the front line has
stabilised since mid-June. That said, drone strikes and shelling are likely to continue heavily
targeting the oblast, compounded by the proximity of Sumy city and other urban centres to
the border with the Russian Federation. Russian forces are likely to increase their strikes
against critical infrastructure in Sumska oblast ahead of the cold season

In towns closest to the border, increased security constraints will lead to more permanent
disruptions to basic utilities.

Access constraints for humanitarian responders: the risk of FPV drone attacks constrains
access to areas closest to the front line and the border with the Russian Federation.
Grassroots responders, especially those engaging in evacuations, can access most areas
where people require assistance . In areas where access is impossible, state
security bodies conduct evacuations in reinforced vehicles . Extended checks
at checkpoints delaying travel by 1-1.5 hours have been reported, although they have not led
to a denial of access

Attacks on humanitarian responders: at least three incidents involving humanitarian
responders were reported from May-June, up from one incident from January-April. The
variety of incident types underscores the various risks facing humanitarians and civilians
seeking assistance in areas near the front line and the border with the Russian Federation,
including direct attacks and exposure to landmines and UX0. On 20 May, a Russian drone
attacked an aid distribution centre in Velyka Pysarivka, injuring two civilians

. On 28 May, a vehicle of the Sumska oblast Red Cross
hit an antipersonnel mine while conducting an evacuation from Kindrativka (Khotynska
hromada) . On 9 August, an FPV drone targeted a car
delivering assistance to Khodyne city (Shalyhynska hromada)

Damage to civilian infrastructure: new reported damages to civilian infrastructure in the
oblast decreased by 8% from May-June compared to the January—April period in line with
the number of attacks on the oblast. As before, the main new damages involved industrial
facilities and businesses . The continued damage to civilian
infrastructure has repeatedly disrupted the provision of basic utilities in the oblast, including
Sumy city. These disruptions are mostly temporary, except for areas closer to the front line
and the border with the Russian Federation


https://acleddata.com/conflict-data/data-export-tool
https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-august-27-2025
https://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/ukraine-humanitarian-access-snapshot-may-june-2025-enuk
https://t.me/prokuraturasumy/4258
https://t.me/prokuraturasumy/4258
https://t.me/SroRCSU/8568
https://suspilne.media/sumy/1089704-rosijski-vijskovi-atakuvali-dronami-volonteriv-na-sumsini/
https://www.acaps.org/en/data#dataset-20

Figure 5. Main damage per type of infrastructure in Sumska oblast, January-
April vs. May-August 2025

90
80
70
60
50
40

|| II II || II II il I

Electricity
supply
system

Number of incidents
w
o

= N
o o

Cultural
facilities

Industrial
facilities and
businesses

Education Government Agricultural
facilities facilities facilities

Warehouses Gas supply
system

m New damage in January-April 2025 m New damage in May-August 2025

Source: ACAPS (accessed 03/09/2025 a)

Civilian access to services: the primary barrier to civilians’ access to services is their ability
to travel to the towns where services are offered. This is especially a concern when public
transportation and transportation by grassroots responders are suspended, as taxi fares are
expensive for those with little or no income. Services that people may struggle to access
include retrieving pensions and accessing specialised healthcare (KII 13/08/2025). While
some services relocated from areas most affected by rising security risks to safer towns
from January—April, in general, the level of services available in the oblast appears to match
the needs of community members (ACAPS 08/05/2025; KII 13/08/2025; KII 21/08/2025). Some
unmet needs for IDPs in collective centres were reported, especially for hygiene kits, kitchen
appliances, and cookware (Kl 21/08/2025).

Mandatory evacuation: mandatory evacuation was expanded several times in May while
Russian advances were still occurring in the oblast. These included certain cities and towns in
Bilopilska, Mykolaivska, Novoslobidska, Richkivska, and Vorozhbianska hromadas (Ukrinform
13/05/2025; Zmina 31/05/2025). Increasing insecurity, mandatory evacuations, and general calls
for evacuation led to increased displacement in the oblast. The number of registered IDPs
reached 92,00 in August, up from 83,000 in February, although the actual number of IDPs is
likely higher (I0M-DTM Ukraine ‘Registered IDP Dashboard’ accessed 24/09/2025; Kl 21/08/2025)
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Zaporizka oblast
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+ Access severity score trend since March 2025: deterioration in Melitopolskyi raion
+ Raions with the highest number of events: Melitopolskyi, Polohivskyi, and Vasylivskyi

+  Mostrecurrent access event: restriction and obstruction to service access


https://www.acaps.org/fileadmin/Data_Product/Main_media/20250508_ACAPS_Ukraine__Ukraine-_Quarter_1_-_2025_humanitarian_access_update_.pdf
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-regions/3992626-z-novoi-slobodi-na-sumsini-rozpocalasa-obovazkova-evakuacia.html
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-regions/3992626-z-novoi-slobodi-na-sumsini-rozpocalasa-obovazkova-evakuacia.html
https://zmina.info/news/na-sumshhyni-ogolosyly-obovyazkovu-evakuacziyu-zhyteliv-shhe-z-11-naselenyh-punktiv/
https://dtm.iom.int/online-interactive-resources/registered-idp-dashboard
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375

Table 6. Access severity at the raion level in Zaporizka oblast by 31 August 2025

RAION ACCESS OF PEOPLE  ACCESS OF PHYSICAL, ACCESS SCORE

INNEED TO HUMANITARIAN ENVIRONMENTAL,

HUMANITARIANAID  ORGANISATIONSTO  AND SECURITY

PEOPLE IN NEED* CONSTRAINTS

Berdianskyi 5.0 3.3 0.5 29
Melitopolskyi 5.0 3.3 0.8 3.0
Polohivskyi 3.5 4.4 2.1 3.4
Vasylivskyi 5.0 3.3 19 3.4
Zaporizkyi 1.5 1.5 3.3 2.1

*Given extremely constrained physical access to Russian-occupied territories, fewer incidents may be
reported, leading to lower-than-expected scores

From May-August, Russian forces made small advances in eastern Zaporizka oblast
(connected to the advances in Donetska oblast) and in the Kamianske—Stepnohirsk direction
where Russian forces reached the southern outskirts of Stepnohirsk (Ukrainska Pravda
12/08/2025; ISW 23/08/2025). The advances in western Zaporizka oblast towards Kamianske
(which was occupied) and Stepnohirsk were the ones that affected civilians and humanitarian
access the most. The front line has extended to Stepnohirska hromada, where 800 people
remain, while safety concerns and bomb shelter needs have increased for the 8,000 people
remaining in Komyshuvaska hromada as the front line approaches (Kl 20/08/2025).

Russian advances are likely to remain gradual from September-December. If Russian
advances trigger additional displacements, the shortage of adequate shelter for older
people, people with disabilities, and people requiring specialised care in Zaporizhzhia city
will become even more critical. For the people remaining in rural towns and cities, the
coming cold season will only compound current unmet needs in hygiene, livelihoods, and
winterisation support (KIl 19/08/2025; KII 20/08/2025). Winterisation needs are particularly a
concern for people in rural areas within 30km of the front line (KIl 20/08/2025). Air and drone
strikes are likely to increasingly target Zaporizhzhia city as Russian forces increase their
attacks on critical infrastructure ahead of the cold season, potentially leading to service
utility disruptions

Access constraints for humanitarians: humanitarian access for aid distribution to
Stepnohirska hromada was temporarily halted after an aid distribution site was attacked
and because the authorities wanted to promote evacuations in light of the advancing front
line. Other inaccessible hromadas included Malatokmachanska, Malynivska, and Vasylivka
hromadas, which were on the frontline or partially occupied and had fewer than 20 people left
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each, who received assistance from the Ukrainian military. Access to Huliaipilska hromada
remained possible but dangerous owing to the frequency of attacks (KII 20/08/2025). Air,
drone, and shelling attacks in the hromada increased by 27% from May—August compared to
the January—April period, averaging around 2.5 attacks per day (ACLED accessed 04/09/2025).
Areas further than 10km from the frontline remained generally accessible, but shelling and
the use of longer-range weapons caused security concerns during operations (K11 19/08/2025).

Attacks on humanitarian responders and facilities: two attacks on humanitarian responders
and facilities were publicly reported from May—August, the same figure and incident types as
in the January—April period. On 14 June, drone strikes substantially damaged a warehouse
storing humanitarian supplies, and on 31 July, an FPV drone attacked humanitarian
responders (OCHA 14/07/2025; Proliska Facebook 01/08/2025).

Figure 6. Main damage per type of infrastructure in Zaporizka oblast, January-
April vs. May-August 2025
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Source: ACAPS (accessed 03/09/2025 a)

Damage to civilian infrastructure: cumulative damages since the start of the war and
delayed repairs to damaged infrastructure have caused WASH support to remain one of
the main unmet needs, especially in Komyshuvaska hromada, where the current security
situation has prevented the completion of a planned water supply pipeline (KIl 20/08/2025).


https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2025/08/12/7525822/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2025/08/12/7525822/
https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-august-23-2025
https://acleddata.com/conflict-data/data-export-tool
https://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/ukraine-humanitarian-access-snapshot-may-june-2025-enuk
https://www.facebook.com/ProliskaZaporizhzhia/posts/pfbid0mTWcWj9bN64Yhxw5SjbFd59gAivKNWig7CBHYJWEymT5gXSfGKUtiQZGTpRt4Xw6l

New damages to civilian infrastructure continued at a similar rate from May—August (113)
as in the January—April period (105), leading to repeated disruptions throughout the oblast.

Civilian access to services: Zaporizhzhia city is facing a critical shortage of accommodation
spaces for IDPs requiring specialised assistance, such as some older IDPs, people with
disabilities, or people with certain health conditions. Many of the institutions that would have
been able to provide adequate care in the city were evacuated themselves to safer oblasts
during the war, leaving a gap in services and a long waiting list for newly evacuated people
requiring these services. In some cases, IDPs are transported to other parts of the country
to receive adequate care (KII 19/08/2025; KII 20/08/2025). Limited capacity also constrains
responders’ ability to adequately support healthcare and rehabilitation assistance both in
the city and in frontline areas (KI1 19/08/2025).

Mandatory evacuation: the deteriorating security situation in Mahdalynivka town
(Komyshuvaska hromada) following an increase in air and artillery strikes resulted in the
announcement of mandatory evacuation for minors and at least one guardian (Suspilne
28/05/2025; ACLED accessed 04/09/2025).
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ACCESS CONSTRAINTS IN OTHER OBLASTS

Dnipropetrovska oblast

Map 12. Access severity at the raion level in Dnipropetrovska oblast by 31
August 2025
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https://suspilne.media/zaporizhzhia/1028617-u-magdalinivci-na-zaporizzi-ogolosili-primusovu-evakuaciu-ditej/
https://suspilne.media/zaporizhzhia/1028617-u-magdalinivci-na-zaporizzi-ogolosili-primusovu-evakuaciu-ditej/
https://acleddata.com/conflict-data/data-export-tool
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375

Table 7. Access severity at the raion level in Dnipropetrovska oblast by 31
August 2025

RAION ACCESS OF PEOPLE  ACCESS OF PHYSICAL, ACCESS SCORE
IN NEED TO HUMANITARIAN ENVIRONMENTAL,
HUMANITARIANAID  ORGANISATIONS TO AND SECURITY

PEOPLE IN NEED CONSTRAINTS

Dniprovskyi 1.5 1.7 2.2 1.8

Kamianskyi 0.0 0.0 1.5 0.5

Kryvorizkyi 0.0 1.7 21 1.2

Nikopolskyi 1.5 0.6 8.3 1.8

Pavlohradskyi 1.5 0.0 1.2 09

Samarivskyi 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.2

Synelnykivskyi 1.5 1.7 2.4 19

+ Access severity score trend since March 2025: deterioration in Dniprovskyi, Kamianskyi,
Pavlohradskyi, and Synelnykivskyi raions

+ Raion with the highest number of events: Synelnykivskyi raion

+  Most recurrent access event: restriction and obstruction to service access

The conflict severity dramatically increased in Dnipropetrovska oblast from May-August
2025 as a result of the spillover of Russian advances in Donetska oblast. By late August,
Russian forces had crossed into the administrative border of Dnipropetrovska oblast (ISW
31/08/2025). These advances caused a dramatic increase in the number of armed clashes,
going from two in the January—April period to 219 from May—August, including 129 in August
alone. The level of armed clashes in Dnipropetrovska oblast reached the same level as in
Sumska and Zaporizka oblasts. Rural hromadas in the east of the oblast, i.e. Mezhivska,
Novopavlivska, and Velykomykhailivska, were most affected (ACLED accessed 04/09/2025).
Because of frontline shifts, the continued widespread attacks on critical infrastructure, and
capacity issues at the Lozova transit centre resulting from increased displacement from
Donetska oblast, overall access constraints increased in Dnipropetrovska oblast from
May-August.

With the Russian forces using similar infiltration tactics in Dnipropetrovska oblast as the
ones used east of Dobropillia (small reconnaissance groups probing the front line for weak
spots), large-scale rapid advances are unlikely from September—December (ISW 27/08/2025).
That said, localised breakthroughs at weak spots in the Ukrainian line of defence are still
possible, and these would render the affected areas inaccessible and cause displacement
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spikes towards the Lozova transit centre and Dnipro city. Increased damage to housing
and more permanent disruptions to essential services in eastern towns and cities, with the
frontline drawing closer, are likely to leave residents who do not evacuate vulnerable during
the cold season. The evolution of the situation in Dnipropetrovska oblast will be linked to war
dynamics in Donetska oblast, both in terms of frontline movement and with regard to the
arrival of new IDPs.

Attacks against humanitarian responders: one incident was publicly reported from May-
August (down from two in the January-April period), although several more incidents
occurred. Despite the decrease, the type of incident (bomber-drone attack on an evacuation
bus) is similar to incidents in other frontline areas, highlighting the new risks facing
humanitarians in eastern Dnipropetrovska oblast, specifically Synelnykivskyi raion (Proliska
Facebook 28/06/2025).

Figure 7. Main damage per type of infrastructure in Dnipropetrovska oblast,
January-April vs. May-August 2025
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https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-august-31-2025/
https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-august-31-2025/
https://acleddata.com/conflict-data/data-export-tool
https://understandingwar.org/research/russia-ukraine/russian-offensive-campaign-assessment-august-27-2025/
https://www.facebook.com/proliskamission/posts/pfbid02q1FfYdNpC2jbf4januyHtjndHZ8kMFzwJF7oFiZWHLSusdmHWad6a2z4TC1rGyw5l?locale=uk_UA
https://www.facebook.com/proliskamission/posts/pfbid02q1FfYdNpC2jbf4januyHtjndHZ8kMFzwJF7oFiZWHLSusdmHWad6a2z4TC1rGyw5l?locale=uk_UA

Damage to civilian infrastructure: as in previous reports, Dnipropetrovska oblast continued
experiencing some of the highest rates of damage to civilian infrastructure. From May-
August, it was the second most affected oblast after Donetska oblast. Overall damages
increased from 667 in the January—April period to 683 from May—August, and the increased
targeting of electric and water infrastructure caused a substantial increase in the number of
disruptions to utility services. Most disruptions, except those in towns and cities closer to
the front lines in the south and east of the oblast, were temporary (ACAPS accessed 03/09/2025
a; ACAPS accessed 03/09/2025 b).

Civilian access to services: war developments in Donetska oblast caused increased
displacement to Dnipropetrovska oblast, eventually overwhelming the Pavlohrad transit
centre by mid-August, with over 400 people passing through per day. Large tents were
installed to house new arrivals (Kl 22/08/2025; Hromadske 17/08/2025; Texty.org.ua 18/08/2025).
The situation at the transit centre was partially solved by the opening of an additional transit
centre in Lozova (Kharkivska oblast). At the end of August, authorities moved the Pavlohrad
transit centre to another location in the city (Ukrinform 30/08/2025). The number of registered
IDPs in the oblast increased moderately from 393,00 in February to 400,00 in August 2025,
the actual number of IDPs is probably higher. New monthly IDP registrations in the oblast also
peaked in August (11,00 new registrations), reaching their highest levels since October 2024.
(IOM-DTM Ukraine ‘Registered IDP Dashboard” accessed 24/09/2025). Continued Russian advances in
Donetska oblast from September-December are likely to drive additional displacement to
Pavlohrad and Lozova transit centres.

Mandatory evacuation: shifting front lines prompted the oblast authorities to call for pre-
emptive mandatory evacuations of minors and their guardians in Synelnykivskyi raion.
Evacuations were called for specific cities and towns in Malomykhailivka, Mezhivska,
Pokrovska, and Velykomykhailivska hromadas (Zmina 01/06/2025; Suspilne 09/08/2025).
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ACCESS CONSTRAINTS IN RUSSIAN-OCCUPIED TERRITORIES OF UKRAINE

On 20 March 2025, Russian president Vladimir Putin signed a decree requiring people living in
the Russian-occupied territories of Donetska, Khersonska, Luhanska, and Zaporizka oblasts
to obtain Russian passports by 10 September. Those who fail to get one will be considered
foreigners and subject to residency laws, such as a maximum stay of 90 days, medical e
xaminations, and employment restrictions (HRW 25/03/2025). The practical application of
this decree remains unclear, and so does the number of people without Russian passports
who would be affected. A 2024 federal law established that a person liable for enforced
deportation could be initially held for 48 hours, with extensions provided via court decisions
(President of Russia 08/08/2024). In practice, as there are currently no formal mechanisms that
would allow for the ‘deportation’ of people from Russian-occupied territories to Ukrainian-
controlled territories, those who do not obtain a Russian passport face a high risk of arbitrary
and lengthy detention (K11 20/08/2025). One likely possibility is that the affected people are sent
to the border with Georgia, where agreements between Georgian and Ukrainian authorities
would be needed to secure their return, especially for those without a valid international
Ukrainian passport. In recent months, 109 deported Ukrainians returned to Ukraine from
the Russia—Georgia border, including former prisoners in Russian prisons, former prisoners
in Ukrainian prisons occupied during their sentence, and people deported from Russian-
occupied territories of Ukraine. Most had been stuck at the border in the area between the
Russian and Georgian border crossings, without required medical assistance, for a couple of
months (AJ 07/23/2025; Civil Georgia 28/08/2025; Novaya Gazeta Europe 22/08/2025).

Constraints facing civilians in Russian-occupied territories

In light of the potential impact of the 20 March 2025 decree on people’s ability to access
services and employment in the coming months, along with the risks of detention and
deportation, the following section will give an overview of the current constraints facing
civilians in Russian-occupied territories. Physical access to those territories for humanitarian
responders remains extremely constrained (UNSC 29/05/2025).

Water shortages in Donetska oblast: water shortages in Donetska oblast, already reported
in previous access updates, continue to worsen, turning into a full-fledged crisis (ACAPS
06/02/2025 and 08/05/2025; ISW 28/08/2025). Local reports mention prolonged water shortages,
unclean water leading to infections and water tank contamination, the looting of water
tanks, and civilians having to travel to Russia to obtain water. Concerns around WASH are
particularly high in Mariupol and Donetsk cities, driving risks of public health impacts. The
infrastructure improvements required to solve the shortages do not appear to have been
completed, meaning that the situation is likely to deteriorate further (Eastern Variant 30/06/2025;
Suspilne 06/08/2025 and 12/08/2025; ISW 28/08/2025).


https://www.acaps.org/en/data#dataset-20
https://hromadske.ua/rehiony/249770-buly-vymusheni-zasynaty-na-asfalti-volonter-rozpoviv-shcho-u-pavlohradi-perepovnenyy-tranzytnyy-tsentr-dlia-evakuyovanykh
https://texty.org.ua/fragments/115696/lyudy-splyat-na-zemli-u-pavlohradi-hostro-brakuye-misc-dlya-evakujovanyh-volonter-foto-video/
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-society/4030923-nearly-218000-people-in-donetsk-region-require-evacuation.html
https://dtm.iom.int/online-interactive-resources/registered-idp-dashboard
https://zmina.info/news/vlada-ogolosyla-drugu-hvylyu-prymusovoyi-evakuacziyi-z-synelnykivshhyny/
https://suspilne.media/dnipro/1086677-raketna-ataka-po-dnipru-obstrili-golovni-novini-dnipra-ta-oblasti-9-serpna/?anchor=live_1754752493&utm_source=copylink&utm_medium=ps
https://suspilne.media/zaporizhzhia/1095684-na-tot-zaporizkoi-oblasti-deficit-palnogo/
http://www.en.kremlin.ru/acts/news/74734
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2025/7/23/unbearable-ukrainians-deported-by-russia-stranded-at-georgia-border
https://civil.ge/archives/697694
https://novayagazeta.eu/articles/2025/08/22/ukraine-brings-home-65-citizens-stranded-on-russia-georgia-border-en-news
https://press.un.org/en/2025/sc16073.doc.htm
https://www.acaps.org/fileadmin/Data_Product/Main_media/20250206_ACAPS_Ukraine-_Quarter_4_-_2024_humanitarian_access_update.pdf
https://www.acaps.org/fileadmin/Data_Product/Main_media/20250206_ACAPS_Ukraine-_Quarter_4_-_2024_humanitarian_access_update.pdf
https://www.acaps.org/fileadmin/Data_Product/Main_media/20250508_ACAPS_Ukraine__Ukraine-_Quarter_1_-_2025_humanitarian_access_update_.pdf
https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-occupation-update-august-28-2025
https://v-variant.com.ua/mariupoltsi-obureni-iakistiu-vody-v-okupatsii/
https://suspilne.media/donbas/1084323-voda-rozkis-voda-ne-dla-vsih-blizko-dvoh-tizniv-ziteli-okupovanoi-castini-doneccini-mozut-buti-bez-vodopostacanna/
https://suspilne.media/donbas/1089140-okupacijna-vlada-donecka-skasuvala-vsi-vodni-proekti-kriza-zagostruetsa/
https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-occupation-update-august-28-2025

Shortage in healthcare services: these shortages, repeatedly reported in Luhanska oblast
(see Luhanska oblast section), are also present in other Russian-occupied territories of
Ukraine. Gaps in services were also reported in Mariupol (Donetska oblast) and parts of
Russian-occupied Khersonska and Zaporizka oblasts, especially in smaller, rural towns,
primarily driven by a lack of specialised staff

. Delayed healthcare and the denial of healthcare for people without
Russian passports increase the risks of preventable deaths from treatable health conditions.

Telecommunication restrictions: new Russian restrictions on communication applications,
such as WhatsApp and Telegram, have also affected the residents of Russian-occupied
territories. Residents report disrupted calls and connectivity on these applications, which
they use to communicate with family and friends living in Ukrainian-controlled parts of the
country . These restrictions will have a stronger
impact on older people, who are less likely to know how to use virtual private networks or
alternative applications.

Widespread power outages in Zaporizka oblast: widespread temporary power outages
resulting from Ukrainian attacks on key logistical and electrical infrastructure, which also
affected mobile networks, were reported in Russian-occupied areas of Zaporizka oblast.
The outages affected Berdiansk, Chernihivka, Kamianka-Dniprovska, Melitopol, Molochansk,
Prymorske, Vasylivka, and Yakymivka cities . There were
already a high number of checkpoints between cities in Russian-occupied Zaporizka.
In response to these incidents, Russian forces have further increased the number of
checkpoints, particularly around Melitopol and Primorsk

Besides the power disruptions, Russian-installed authorities of Zaporizka oblast aIso
reported a fuel shortage partially linked to Ukrainian targeting of Russian fuel infrastructure
in Russian-occupied territories and in Russia . Similar
fuel shortages were reported in Luhanska oblast and the Autonomous Republic of Crimea

METHODOLOGY

The data used in this report comes from publicly available and unpublished sources
circulated within the response. The narrative presented is based on data analysis and a
secondary data review. Access severity scores were calculated using oblast- and raion-level
data on events related to access constraints. The collected access events are available in
the . ACAPS has predefined 75 event
types and grouped them into 35 subindicators, nine indicators (11-9), and three pillars (P1-
3). Indicators receive a score between 0-3, and pillars receive a score between 0-5. The final
access severity score is an average of the three pillar scores.

Pillar 1: access of people in need to humanitarian aid
I1. Denial of existence of humanitarian needs or entitlements to assistance
I2. Restriction and obstruction of access to services and assistance

Pillar 2: access of humanitarian organisations to people in need
I3. Impediments to enter the country (bureaucratic and administrative)

14. Restriction of movement within the country (impediments to freedom of movement and/
or administrative restrictions)

I5. Interference into implementation of humanitarian activities

16. Violence against humanitarian personnel, facilities, and assets
Pillar 3: physical, environmental, and security constraints

I7. Insecurity or hostilities affecting humanitarian assistance

18. Presence of landmines, improvised explosive devices, explosive remnants of war, and
UXxo

19. Physical constraints in the environment (obstacles related to terrain, climate, lack of
infrastructure, etc.)

More information on ACAPS’ humanitarian events monitoring and access scoring system is
available in . For Ukraine’s oblast-level scoring, calculations were done
on a continuous numerical scale instead of thresholds, allowing for decimals and a more
nuanced result. The resulting scores were classified into the following groups:


https://v-variant.com.ua/v-okupovanomu-mariupoli-liudy-pomyraiut-ne-dochekavshys-medychnoi-dopomohy-vid-okupantiv/
https://skadovsk.rayon.in.ua/news/809249-okupanti-vkotre-viznayut-shcho-medikiv-v-okupovaniy-chastini-khersonshchini-ne-vistachae
https://skadovsk.rayon.in.ua/news/809249-okupanti-vkotre-viznayut-shcho-medikiv-v-okupovaniy-chastini-khersonshchini-ne-vistachae
https://suspilne.media/donbas/1090808-ne-kozen-vpn-dozvolae-rosia-zablokuvala-dzvinki-u-whatsapp-i-telegram-ak-ludi-v-okupacii-trimaut-zvazok-j-ak-diati/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/aug/13/russia-clamps-down-on-whatsapp-and-telegram-over-data-sharing
https://suspilne.media/zaporizhzhia/1033525-blizko-18-godin-bez-svitla-ta-zvazku-so-vidomo-pro-naslidki-vibuhiv-na-tot-zaporizkoi-oblasti/
https://suspilne.media/zaporizhzhia/1069755-na-tot-zaporizkoi-oblasti-nibito-vnaslidok-dronovoi-ataki-zniklo-svitlo/
https://suspilne.media/zaporizhzhia/1053197-okupanti-posilili-perevirki-na-dorogah-na-tot-zaporizkoi-oblasti-andrusenko/
https://t.me/BalitskyEV/5972
https://suspilne.media/crimea/1094184-u-okupovanomu-krimu-benzin-prodaut-lise-pidpriemstvam-za-kartkami-sluzba-zovnisnoi-rozvidki/
https://suspilne.media/donbas/1100926-golovni-novini-doneckoi-ta-luganskoi-oblastej-28-serpna/?anchor=live_1756385023&utm_source=copylink&utm_medium=ps
https://ukraine-analysis-hub.acaps.org/
https://www.acaps.org/fileadmin/Dataset/Methodology_files/20250127_ACAPS_Ukraine-_Humanitarian_Subnational_access_dataset_.pdf
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0-1 low access constraints

1-2 moderate access constraints
2-3 high access constraints

3-4 very high access constraints

4-5 extreme access constraints.

Changes for raion-level access severity scoring

When applying the oblast-level model to raions, the following changes were made to the
methodology.

+  Only events logged at the raion level were taken into account, with the exception of
subindicators $9.1, S9.3, and S9.4 (weather events, logistical constraints on consumable
goods, and presence of remote locations), as information for these is mostly reported at
the oblast level. For these subindicators, scores were taken by computing all entries in
the oblast.

+ Thresholds forscoring subindicators S7.1,S7.2,and S9.2 and indicator 16 were recalibrated
to reflect the number of events at the raion level.

+ 13 (impediments to enter the country) was not included when computing scores, as it is
not relevant to the raion level.

Limitations

The analysis relies on publicly available data, which is unlikely to be comprehensive in a
dynamic war situation such as Ukraine. Reported data may come with a delay, meaning
some published data may no longer be applicable at the time of analysis. This analysis
collected data through a review process to ensure that selected subindicators for a given
oblast were still relevant. The evolving situation and amount of data collected mean that
some inaccuracies will likely remain.

Detailed information is lacking on the humanitarian response and access constraints facing
humanitarians in Russian-occupied areas, including Crimea and Sevastopol.

As there is lower conflict intensity in Russian-occupied raions, raion-level access scores for
such areas may be lower than expected. For these raions, P1 and P2 scores may be more
accurate reflections of the actual access severity.
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