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	● Yemen’s food security situation deteriorated markedly 
in April 2026, reversing the seasonal improvements 
observed during Ramadan. Nationwide, the prevalence 
of inadequate food consumption increased from 50% in 
March to 59% in April, while severe food deprivation rose 
from 25% to 31%. Conditions worsened in areas under 
both the control of Ansar Allah (AA) and the Government 
of Yemen (GoY), with inadequate food consumption 
reaching 58% in AA-controlled areas (up from 49% in 
March) and 60% in GoY-controlled areas (up from 52% in 
March). At the same time, reliance on potentially harmful 
coping strategies remained widespread, with 64% of 
households nationwide adopting crisis or emergency 
livelihood coping strategies, including 68% of households 
in AA-controlled areas and 57% in GoY-controlled areas. 
Rising fuel and transport costs, persistent inflationary 
pressures, electricity shortages, and seasonally 
declining labor opportunities are likely to further 
constrain household access to food in GoY-controlled 
areas. In AA-controlled areas, the continued suspension 
of large-scale humanitarian assistance, shrinking 
livelihood opportunities, higher prices of essential food 
items (especially vegetable oil) and liquidity constraints 
are likely to deepen food consumption gaps and increase 
reliance on potentially harmful coping mechanisms. 

	● In May 2026, the Joint Monitoring Report (JMR) recorded 
27 critical and 399 heightened risk alerts. The proxy food 
imports indicator accounted for the largest share, with 

seven critical and 282 heightened alerts across nearly all 
governorates, reflecting continued divergence between 
local and global food prices despite some improvement 
since early 2026. Fuel prices triggered 19 critical 
and 89 heightened alerts across nine GoY-controlled 
governorates following sharp increases in diesel, petrol, 
and gas prices linked to supply constraints and regional 
instability. Food prices generated 19 heightened alerts 
in Abyan, Lahj, Ma’rib, Shabwah, and Socotra, while 
drought conditions raised eight heightened alerts in 
Hadramawt and Shabwah. Displacement and conflict 
indicators recorded one alert each in Lahj. Food imports 
continued through both Red Sea and southern ports 
in May and remained sufficient to support national 
availability despite monthly fluctuations, with overall 
import volumes remaining higher than the previous year. 
In contrast, fuel imports remained below their 12-month 
average and continued their declining monthly and year-
on-year trend, reflecting supply disruptions associated 
with regional tensions and the closure of the Strait of 
Hormuz. Reduced fuel availability contributed to localized 
shortages in parts of southern Yemen and prolonged 
electricity outages. While exchange rates remained 
relatively stable across both areas of control during May, 
the GoY increased the customs dollar exchange rate 
from YER 750 to YER 1,550 per USD for non-essential 
imports, raising concerns over potential upward pressure 
on imported commodity prices (excluding essential 
commodities) and household living costs.

KEY MESSAGES

Pre-assessment for triggering the Food Security Crisis Preparedness Plan for Yemen

As of May 2026, the JMR Risk Team advises close monitoring of food security risks in Yemen and to consider the early 
mobilization of resources to support preparedness and early warning-informed response planning to protect livelihoods 
and food security ahead of anticipated climatic shocks. 

Global forecasts indicate a high likelihood of a strong El Niño event during 2026, which indirectly influences Yemen’s 
rainfall via Indian Ocean circulation patterns. For the July to October forecast period, models point to an increased 
risk of below-average rainfall and drought across rainfed agricultural areas during the Kharif season. If the forecast 
materializes, the adverse impacts of these shocks will be evident during the harvest period from October onwards, 
resulting in poor crop harvests, fodder shortages, and declining pasture conditions. Crucially, the impact on agriculture 
extends far beyond aggregate production losses; it will directly and negatively affect more than 50% of the Yemeni 
population who rely on employment and livelihood from agriculture. Because a strong El Niño could also depress 
production in global food-exporting regions, international price hikes would severely strain Yemen, which imports 85% 
of its food needs. As a result, even moderate increases in international food prices could reduce household purchasing 
power and food access, 

https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/wfp-yemen-food-security-update-may-2026
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/wfp-yemen-food-security-update-may-2026
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/wfp-yemen-food-security-update-may-2026
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Pre-assessment for triggering the Food Security Crisis Preparedness Plan for Yemen cntd...

further exacerbating food insecurity among vulnerable households already facing conflict, economic decline and 
limited livelihood opportunities. These forecast estimates require close monitoring, and a follow-up monthly forecast 
will supplement these estimates.

These climatic risks unfold against severe, protracted food insecurity driven by conflict and economic decline. Through 
the end of 2026, 53% of the population is projected to experience Crisis (IPC Phase 3) or worse conditions, with Yemen 
already bearing the world’s highest burden of populations trapped in Emergency (IPC Phase 4). Rising fuel costs, limited 
livelihoods, and eroding coping capacities leave households highly vulnerable to forecast drought conditions.

A fragile regional context also continues to pose a risk to Yemen. Failures to implement recent regional agreements 
could disrupt commercial shipping and global supply chains, affecting vital food and fuel imports. Finally, severe funding 
constraints and operational insecurity, including the detention of humanitarian personnel, have forced a reduction in 
humanitarian operations and diminished the data landscape in AA-controlled governorates. These information gaps 
reinforce the critical importance of acting immediately on available forecasts and early warning indicators despite 
increasing operational uncertainty.

AGGREGATED CRISIS RISK INDICATOR ALERTS AND RISK SEVERITY

This section summarizes the heightened and critical alerts recorded based on JMR key indicators of deteriorating food and 
nutrition security..1 For a more detailed breakdown of indicator alerts by governorate and district, please refer to Annexes I and II.

In May 2026, the JMR recorded 27 critical and 399 heightened risk alerts. The proxy food imports indicator recorded the highest 
number of alerts, with seven critical and 282 heightened risk alerts across all governorates. Fuel prices recorded 19 critical 
and 89 heightened risk alerts, affecting nine governorates under GoY control. Food prices raised 19 heightened risk alerts in 
five governorates across GoY-controlled areas. Drought conditions generated eight heightened risk alerts in Hadramawt and 
Shabwah (GoY), while displacement generated one critical alert and conflict generated one heightened alert in Lahj (GoY).

As in the previous report, significant data gaps remain for AA-controlled governorates. The JMR model uses the latest 
available FAO data for GoY-controlled governorates and World Bank food price and exchange rate forecasts for AA-controlled 
governorates. While World Bank forecasts help fill temporal and geographical gaps, they are modeled estimates, not observed 
data. As a result, caution should be exercised when interpreting food prices and exchange rate alerts (or lack of alerts) for AA-
controlled governorates. 

The continued absence of observed price data, a result of insecurity and funding shortages hampering humanitarian assistance 
activities (including price monitoring) in AA-controlled areas, is expected to create increasingly large information gaps in the 
coming months, potentially affecting the accuracy of food security assessments and the interpretation of emerging risks.

Table 1. Critical and heightened food security risk alerts countrywide by indicator in May 2026

INDICATOR CRITICAL RISK ALERTS HEIGHTENED RISK ALERTS GOVERNORATE

Proxy food imports

7 282 All governorates

Fuel prices
19 89 Abyan, Ad Dali’, Aden, Al Hodeidah, Al Maharah, 

Hadramawt, Lahj, Shabwah, Ta’iz

1  Critical alerts identify areas where a deterioration in food security is almost certain based on historical trends. Decision makers should consider these areas a high priority. 
Heightened alerts identify areas where there is a high chance of deterioration in food and nutrition security and provide decision makers with a good overview of current food and 
nutrition security trends countrywide.
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INDICATOR CRITICAL RISK ALERTS HEIGHTENED RISK ALERTS GOVERNORATE

Food prices
0 19 Abyan, Lahj, Ma’rib, Shabwah, Socotra

Drought
0 8 Hadramawt, Shabwah

Displacement
1 0 Lahj

Conflict
0 1 Lahj

Exchange rate
0 0

 

Proxy fuel imports

0 0

Total 27 399

SELECTED CRISIS RISK INDICATOR ANALYSIS

This section offers context-specific details related to each crisis risk indicator, providing a more detailed analysis of the factors 
triggering risk alerts.

Proxy food imports

The proxy food imports indicator looks at the difference between the global and local prices (in USD) of five food commodities: 
beans, cooking oil, rice, sugar, and wheat. Risk alerts are raised when the divergence between the two prices exceeds the 
calculated pass-through average.2 In May 2026, the proxy food imports indicator raised seven critical alerts – six in Al Hodeidah 
and one in Sana’a (AA) – and 282 heightened risk alerts across all governorates except Socotra. In both areas of control and for 
both critical and heightened risk alerts, the indicator value in each district decreased (improvement) because of the shrinking 
divergence between local and global food prices, driven by a combination of stable local prices and increased global prices 
since January 2026, but remained above the risk alert threshold.3

2  In economics, ‘pass-through’ refers to the degree to which changes in one economic factor – such as exchange rate or production costs – are reflected in another, such as 
consumer prices or inflation. Pass-through describes how much a shift in one variable influences another.
3  This should be caveated by the fact that prices in AA-controlled areas are forecasted, and global price increases and overall dynamics – especially related to the recent regional 
conflict in the Middle East (between US/Israel and Iran) – might not be reflected accurately in the forecasted prices. 
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Figure 1. Global and Yemeni market prices of beans, vegetable oil, rice, sugar, and wheat (in USD)

Note: the value measures the cumulative price for 1kg of beans, rice, sugar, and wheat and 1L of vegetable oil.
Sources: ACAPS using data from WB (accessed 06/16/2026); FAO (accessed 06/16/2026)

Food prices

The food prices indicator recorded 19 heightened risk alerts in districts in Abyan, Lahj, Ma’rib, Shabwah, and Socotra (under 
GoY control), with no food price alerts recorded in AA-controlled governorates. In Abyan, the five districts that recorded alerts 
saw local prices increase by between 7–10% compared to the five-month moving average. In Lahj, the two risk alerts stemmed 
from price increases of 7% compared to the five-month moving average. On average, all other districts in the governorate have 
remained stable since September 2025. In Ma’rib, all seven districts under GoY control experienced a 7% increase in food prices 
compared to the five-month moving average, similar to the three districts in Shabwah that saw an 8% increase. In Socotra, while 
prices remained stable over the last three months, the indicator value recorded an 8% increase compared to the five-month 
moving average, remaining above the heightened risk alert threshold.

Information from Boqash, a Yemeni based organization, has showed that essential food commodities such as vegetable oil, 
rice, and red beans saw a 13%, 6%, and 6% increase respectively in May 2026, compared to February (before the beginning of 
the regional war). 

Figure 2. MFB price in AA-controlled areas in YER and USD between May 2025 and May 2026 

Sources: ACAPS using data from WB (accessed 06/16/2026); FAO (accessed 06/16/2026)

https://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/catalog/6134
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiZTg1NzJhMjktMWI5MS00ZjM1LTlmYjQtNWJlMGU4MGMzYWQzIiwidCI6IjE2M2FjNDY4LWFiYjgtNDRkMC04MWZkLWQ5ZGIxNWUzYWY5NiIsImMiOjh9
https://boqash.com/prices-oil/
https://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/catalog/6134
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiZTg1NzJhMjktMWI5MS00ZjM1LTlmYjQtNWJlMGU4MGMzYWQzIiwidCI6IjE2M2FjNDY4LWFiYjgtNDRkMC04MWZkLWQ5ZGIxNWUzYWY5NiIsImMiOjh9
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Because of the policy driven appreciation of the Yemeni rial in GoY areas since August 2025, food prices were 28% cheaper in 
May 2026 compared to May 2025, at around YER 132,800 (USD 85), although US dollar prices increased by 17.6%.4

Figure 3. MFB price in GoY-controlled areas in YER and USD between May 2025 and May 2026

Sources: ACAPS using data from WB (accessed 06/16/2026); FAO (accessed 06/16/2026)

Fuel prices

In March, the fuel price indicator recorded 19 critical and 89 heightened risk alerts in all GoY-controlled governorates except 
Ma’rib and Socotra, with no alerts in AA-controlled areas. Overall, in GoY areas, the average cumulative price of diesel, gas, and 
petrol increased by 22% between March–May. Districts that recorded critical alerts in Al Hodeidah, Lahj, and Ta’iz saw the fuel 
price increase by 31% during the same period. Heightened risk alerts in the remaining districts were driven by price increases 
of 26% (Al Maharah and Lahj), 24% (Abyan and Aden), 22% (Hadramawt), and 20% (Shabwah). Gas prices in GoY areas reached 
their highest value since August 2023, with May prices 17.5% higher year-on-year in Yemeni rial values and 100% higher in US 
dollars compared to one year earlier (considering the differing exchange rate for each respective month). Diesel and petrol 
prices also increased compared to March but were 8% and 11% lower in May in Yemeni rials, respectively, compared to one year 
ago.

On May 21, the Yemen Petroleum Company (operating in GoY areas) increased diesel prices by 22%, from YER 1,475 (USD 0.94) 
to YER 1,800 (USD 1.14) per liter. This followed a previous increase in April, when prices rose from YER 1,200 (USD 0.76) to YER 
1,475 (USD 0.94) per liter. These increases, combined with fuel shortages, have contributed to a worsening fuel and electricity 
crisis across southern Yemen.

In Aden, electricity outages have reached up to 18–20 hours per day, disrupting water supplies, health services, education, 
business operations, and household living conditions. Residents have staged repeated protests in response to prolonged 
blackouts and deteriorating services. Similar demonstrations occurred in Hadramawt following the diesel price increase, with 
protesters blocking roads and burning tires to express frustration over rising living costs, fuel shortages, and electricity outages. 
The crisis is being driven by a combination of fuel supply constraints, rising import costs, fiscal pressures, and structural 
weaknesses in Yemen’s energy sector. Government officials have attributed the recent price increases to mounting fuel supply 
difficulties and higher global fuel costs linked to regional instability. Economists also highlight Yemen’s heavy dependence on 
imported fuel and Gulf supply routes, which increases vulnerability to external price shocks, higher shipping costs, and supply 
disruptions.

The impacts extend beyond electricity generation. Rising diesel prices have increased transportation costs and are affecting 
agriculture and fisheries, which both rely heavily on fuel. Higher fuel costs are also contributing to inflationary pressures on 
food and other essential commodities. The fuel shortage has also disrupted aviation operations and broader economic activity, 
further worsening living conditions.

4  Yemen operates under a split exchange rate system, with monetary policy administered separately by authorities in Sana’a under AA control and the GoY based in Aden. This 
situation emerged after the Aden-based Central Bank of Yemen began issuing new banknotes in late 2019, a decision that was not recognized by AA authorities, who banned the 
new currency in areas under their control. As a result, the Yemeni rial sharply weakened against the US dollar in GoY-controlled areas, while remaining comparatively stable in 
AA-controlled areas. These differing exchange rates have contributed to a clear divergence in food prices: costs rose significantly in GoY-controlled areas after November 2019 
but stayed largely steady in AA-controlled areas. Despite food prices appearing much higher in local currency terms in GoY-controlled areas, their US dollar value is higher in AA-
controlled areas.

https://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/catalog/6134
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiZTg1NzJhMjktMWI5MS00ZjM1LTlmYjQtNWJlMGU4MGMzYWQzIiwidCI6IjE2M2FjNDY4LWFiYjgtNDRkMC04MWZkLWQ5ZGIxNWUzYWY5NiIsImMiOjh9
https://english.news.cn/20260521/4532569c411d4b29a3a97ec6ed456746/c.html
https://english.news.cn/20260521/4532569c411d4b29a3a97ec6ed456746/c.html
https://en.ypagency.net/390201
https://en.ypagency.net/390201
https://www.newarab.com/news/aden-hadramut-energy-crisis-deepens-southern-yemen
https://english.news.cn/20260521/4532569c411d4b29a3a97ec6ed456746/c.html
https://english.news.cn/20260521/4532569c411d4b29a3a97ec6ed456746/c.html
https://www.newarab.com/news/aden-hadramut-energy-crisis-deepens-southern-yemen
https://www.newarab.com/news/aden-hadramut-energy-crisis-deepens-southern-yemen
https://www.newarab.com/news/aden-hadramut-energy-crisis-deepens-southern-yemen
https://www.yemenonline.info/Economy/12813


Type of report  |  26 February 2023

6

YEMEN JOINT MONITORING REPORT
BIMONTHLY UPDATE ON FOOD AND NUTRITION SECURITY CRISIS RISKS MAY 2026 - REPORT #15

Figure 4. Diesel, gas, and petrol prices in YER and USD in GoY-controlled areas between May 2025 and May 2026

Sources: ACAPS using data from WB (accessed 06/16/2026); FAO (accessed 06/16/2026)

Saudi Arabia has helped mitigate the crisis through emergency fuel support. In May 2026, it announced a USD 150 million 
package of petroleum products for electricity generation in GoY-controlled areas, following an earlier USD 81.2 million fuel grant 
for more than 70 power stations. While this support has helped sustain key services, experts note that it does not address the 
underlying structural weaknesses of Yemen’s aging energy infrastructure.

In AA areas, prices have reportedly remained stable despite reduced official fuel imports. First of all, it is likely that supply has in 
relaity remained steady because of the growing prevalence of dark vessels – ships calling at Red Sea ports with their automatic 
identification system transponders switched off – which official import data does not capture. Also, fuel prices in USD values 
in AA areas were already above global levels before the latest global price increases allowing current price controls to absorb 
higher global prices within existing margins.

Figure 5. Diesel, gas, and petrol prices in YER in AA-controlled areas between May 2025 and May 2026

Sources: ACAPS using data from WB (accessed 06/16/2026); FAO (accessed 06/16/2026)

https://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/catalog/6134
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiZTg1NzJhMjktMWI5MS00ZjM1LTlmYjQtNWJlMGU4MGMzYWQzIiwidCI6IjE2M2FjNDY4LWFiYjgtNDRkMC04MWZkLWQ5ZGIxNWUzYWY5NiIsImMiOjh9
https://www.newarab.com/news/aden-hadramut-energy-crisis-deepens-southern-yemen
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-food-security-outlook-update-april-september-2026-flooding-and-price-pressures-limit-meaningful-seasonal-improvements
https://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/catalog/6134
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiZTg1NzJhMjktMWI5MS00ZjM1LTlmYjQtNWJlMGU4MGMzYWQzIiwidCI6IjE2M2FjNDY4LWFiYjgtNDRkMC04MWZkLWQ5ZGIxNWUzYWY5NiIsImMiOjh9
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Proxy fuel imports

The proxy fuel imports indicator recorded no alerts in May, with the indicator value remaining below the alert threshold in both 
areas of control. In GoY governorates, fuel prices increased at both global and local levels, with no increasing divergence. In AA-
controlled areas, the indicator value saw a downward trend, as global prices increased from March while local prices remained 
stable. A Yemeni organization monitoring fuel prices in Sana’a reported stable prices for fuel derivates in June at around YER 
460 (USD 0.86) per liter, similar to the World Bank forecasted data for Sana’a in May at around YER 475 (USD 0.89).

Figure 6. Global and local prices of cooking gas and petrol in USD between May 2025 and May 2026

Note: the value measures the cumulative price of 1kg of gas and 1L of petrol.

Sources: ACAPS using data from WB (accessed 06/16/2026); FAO (accessed 06/16/2026)

Displacement

In May, 185 households were displaced in Yemen – 127 in Ma’rib, 25 in Lahj, 15 in Al Hodeidah, 12 in Ta’iz, and six in Shabwah.5 
This amounts to the highest number of displacements since February 2026, with 51% of displaced households citing economic 
reasons and 49% citing conflict-related reasons. Among those citing economic reasons, 59% reported the reduction or 
suspension of humanitarian assistance as the main driver for displacement, followed by 41% of households who left their home 
after threats related to their inability to repay debt. The JMR displacement indicator recorded only one critical alert in Al Had 
district in Lahj, where conflict displaced 25 households within the district in May.

Conflict

The conflict indicator recorded only one heightened risk alert in May for Halmin district in Lahj governorate (GoY), stemming 
from conflict in the neighboring district of Ad Dali’ that killed 25 people. The security incidents were marked by repeated clashes 
between AA forces and GoY-aligned units, including the Giants Brigades, Joint Forces, and the First Saiqa Brigade. Fighting 
took place across multiple fronts, particularly the Hajar front, where forces exchanged light, medium, and heavy weapons fire. 
Between May 7–11, the clashes killed at least 21 people across both sides. Hostilities continued on May 18, when an AA sniper 
killed a Joint Forces soldier in the same governorate, underscoring continued frontline tensions despite no reported territorial 
shifts. Later in the month, on May 26, a separate security incident occurred in As Sanah market, where unidentified gunmen 
opened fire on GoY security forces, killing five individuals, including an officer and his guards. The attackers fled, and the motive 
for the incident was not reported, though one source indicated that the victims were linked to formerly dissolved Security Belt 
forces affiliated with the Southern Transitional Council.

5  These figures only represent displacement to or within GoY areas, as the IOM only collects data in governorates under GoY control. Displacement ‘from’ can also include 
districts in AA areas, but not displacement within AA areas.

https://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/catalog/6134
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiZTg1NzJhMjktMWI5MS00ZjM1LTlmYjQtNWJlMGU4MGMzYWQzIiwidCI6IjE2M2FjNDY4LWFiYjgtNDRkMC04MWZkLWQ5ZGIxNWUzYWY5NiIsImMiOjh9
https://dtm.iom.int/datasets/yemen-rapid-displacement-tracking-dataset-31-may-6-june-2026
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
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Exchange rate

In May 2026, the monthly average exchange rate in GoY-controlled areas remained relatively stable at YER 1,567 to USD 1, 
continuing the appreciation observed since August 2025, when the exchange rate averaged YER 1,641 to USD 1. As a result of 
this policy driven stability, the JMR raised no exchange rate alerts in GoY-controlled areas. In AA-controlled areas, the average 
exchange rate also remained stable at around YER 532 to USD 1 in May.

On 19 May, the GoY increased the customs dollar exchange rate from YER 750 to YER 1,550 per USD for non-essential imports, 
as part of its broader economic reform agenda aimed at strengthening public revenues, improving customs and tax collection, 
and addressing fiscal pressures following the suspension of oil export revenues. The revised customs exchange rate applies 
to non-essential goods, while essential commodities (including wheat, rice, sugar, cooking oil, infant formula, medicines, and 
fuel) remain exempt from the measure. Although the government paired the reform with a 20% cost-of-living allowance for 
public sector employees and reiterated that essential goods would not be directly affected, the policy has raised concerns 
about broader inflationary effects. Higher customs costs, together with rising shipping and insurance costs linked to regional 
insecurity, have already coincided with increases in diesel prices and may indirectly increase transportation costs and the prices 
of other goods and services, further eroding household purchasing power.

Figure 7. YER–USD exchange rate in Aden (GoY) and Sana’a (AA) between May 2025 and May 2026

Source: ACAPS using data from WB (accessed 06/16/2026)

https://wcys.org/the-government-moves-ahead-with-customs-dollar-liberalization-amid-promises-to-protect-essential-goods-and-fears-of-a-new-wave-of-price-hikes/
https://www.horizonengage.com/insights/yemen-tariff-hike-signals-royg-reform-resolve-will-face-pushback
https://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/catalog/6159
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Drought

In May 2026, the drought indicator – based on the Standardized Precipitation Index – recorded eight heightened risk alerts 
for districts in Hadramawt and Shabwah governorates. The Agricultural Stress Index, a remote-sensing-based tool designed 
to rapidly detect agricultural water stress, registered no impact on crops for these districts. See the Outlook section for more 
analysis on the anticipated impacts of El Niño.

OTHER INDICATORS

This section covers additional contextual information on pertinent food and nutrition security indicators in Yemen.

Food imports

In May 2026, food imports declined compared to the previous month, particularly through Red Sea ports, although volumes 
remained broadly in line with longer-term trends. Imports through Red Sea ports reached 279,831MT, 36% below the 12-month 
moving average of 441,533MT. In contrast, GoY-controlled southern ports recorded 97,709MT of imports, 25% below the 
12-month moving average of 129,820MT. Despite the monthly decline, import flows continued across both entry points, 
reflecting sustained supply chain activity through key maritime corridors.

Figure 8. Monthly food imports by port between May 2025 and May 2026

Source: ACAPS (accessed 06/16/2026)

Fuel imports

In May 2026, fuel import volumes through Yemen’s ports remained subdued relative to their 12-month averages, with continued 
weakness particularly evident in southern entry points. Imports through GoY-controlled southern ports stood at 32,832MT, 
significantly below the 12-month moving average of 59,667MT. Red Sea ports recorded 87,916MT of imports, also below the 
corresponding 12-month moving average of 133,363MT, indicating constrained inflows across both import corridors. March 
marked a particularly acute disruption period owing to the war between Iran and the US–Israel, with southern port imports 
falling to around 28,809MT and no fuel imported through Red Sea ports based on official records. 

https://www.fao.org/giews/earthobservation/country/index.jsp?code=YEM
https://yemen.yeti.acaps.org/imports/
https://yemen.yeti.acaps.org/imports/
https://yemen.yeti.acaps.org/imports/
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Figure 9. Monthly fuel imports by port between May 2025 and May 2026

Source: ACAPS (accessed 06/16/2026)

FOOD AND NUTRITION SECURITY OUTCOMES

Food consumption score

Food consumption deteriorated significantly in April 2026, reversing the seasonal improvements observed during Ramadan. 
Nationwide, the prevalence of inadequate food consumption increased from 50% in March to 59% in April, indicating that 
adequate food remained out of reach for more than half of Yemeni households. Conditions deteriorated in both areas of control, 
with inadequate food consumption rising from 49% to 58% in AA-controlled areas and from 52% to 60% in GoY-controlled areas. 
Similarly, the prevalence of severe food deprivation increased from 25% to 31% nationally, reaching 31% in AA areas and 32% in 
GoY areas. All governorates exceeded the ‘very high’ threshold for poor food consumption, with the highest levels recorded in Al 
Bayda and Al Jawf (46% – GoY), Ad Dali’ (45% – AA), Lahj (44% – GoY), Raymah (44% – AA), Shabwah (42% – GoY), Amran (41% 
– AA), Abyan (40% – GoY), and Hajjah (40% – AA). The deterioration occurred despite relatively adequate food import levels, 
highlighting that food insecurity is increasingly driven by economic access constraints and not by physical food availability.

Reduced coping strategies index

Continued reliance on potentially harmful coping strategies accompanies the worsening food consumption situation. In April 
2026, 64% of households nationwide reported adopting crisis or emergency livelihood coping strategies, including 68% in AA-
controlled areas (slightly up from 67% in March) and 57% in GoY-controlled areas (slightly down from 58% in March). The higher 
prevalence in AA areas reflects the cumulative impact of prolonged assistance gaps, limited income-generating opportunities, 
and depleted household assets. Across the country, households continue to allocate a large share of their income to food while 
increasingly resorting to measures such as reducing food rations, selling productive assets, borrowing, and restricting non-food 
spending to meet basic needs.

https://yemen.yeti.acaps.org/imports/
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/wfp-yemen-food-security-update-may-2026
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/wfp-yemen-food-security-update-may-2026
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OUTLOOK

Agrometeorological situation

According to the FAO Agrometeorological Early Warning Bulletin, June typically marks the onset of the southwest monsoon; 
however, rainfall during the period has been largely absent or very limited in most areas, with only isolated heavy showers 
(40–60mm) recorded in parts of Ibb. Forecasts suggest a continued risk (around 40%) of below-average rainfall in the 
southwest, which may limit soil moisture recovery and constrain rain-fed agriculture and rangeland regeneration. Temperatures 
are expected to remain very high, potentially exceeding 42° C in inland desert areas such as Hadramawt and Al Maharah, 
while coastal zones are likely to experience sustained heat between 35–40° C. These conditions are expected to accelerate 
evapotranspiration, increasing water demand and reducing the effectiveness of any rainfall received. FEWS NET highlights that 
such extreme heat is already affecting crop development and livestock productivity while limiting income-earning capacity 
in rural areas. Rangeland recovery is expected to remain weak, and livestock systems are likely to face increased heat stress, 
water shortages, and reduced productivity.

El Niño

By June 2026, global forecasts indicate a high likelihood of a strong El Niño event, increasing the risk of below-average 
rainfall across several regions, including Yemen. Analysis of the July–September (Kharif) 2026 seasonal rainfall forecast, 
vegetation conditions, and agricultural stress indicators indicates a high probability of widespread drought across 
Yemen’s rainfed agricultural areas, consistent with forecast rainfall deficits associated with the anticipated El Niño event. 
Large parts of the country are expected to experience a delayed onset of the Kharif rains, below-normal rainfall, and 
meteorological drought, with the strongest deficits forecast in Shabwah, Ma’rib, Al Maharah, Al Bayda, Abyan, Sana’a, 
Sana’a City, and Ad Dali’. Early signs of crop water stress have already been detected in Dhamar and Al Bayda and are 
expected to intensify as the season progresses. These conditions are projected to result in deteriorating vegetation, poor 
crop establishment, reduced cereal production, fodder shortages, declining pasture availability, and increased pressure 
on water resources. The impacts coincide with the risk of worsening food insecurity and livelihood losses, while 53% 
of the population are projected to face IPC Phase 3 (Crisis) or worse during 2026, with particularly severe conditions 
expected in drought-prone governorates. District-level analysis further indicates that the highest risk is concentrated 
in predominantly rainfed agricultural areas of Ta’iz governorate — including Al Ma’afer, Al Misrakh, Ash Shamayatayn, 
Sabir Al Mawadim, Al Mawasit and As Silw — as well as Hays (Al Hodeidah), Al Maqatirah (Lahj) and Jahaf (Ad Dali’), 
where severe drought is projected to coincide with extensive cropland, limited irrigation coverage and high levels of 
acute food insecurity (IPC Phase 3+). These converging conditions substantially increase the likelihood of significant 
crop production losses and livelihood deterioration during the 2026 Kharif season, underscoring the importance of 
timely contingency measures and anticipatory support to safeguard agricultural livelihoods before impacts become 
irreversible.

Food security

Beyond climatic pressures, Yemen’s food security outlook remains heavily influenced by structural economic constraints and 
market disruptions. Approximately 53% of the population is projected to face Crisis (IPC Phase 3) or worse levels of acute food 
insecurity through the end of 2026. High transport and import costs, fuel price increases, and currency shortages continue to 
constrain food access.

Food security conditions are expected to deteriorate further in the coming months as households face mounting economic 
pressures, including rising fuel and transport costs, declining purchasing power, and limited livelihood opportunities. In GoY-
controlled areas, persistent inflationary pressures, high living costs, worsening electricity shortages, and seasonally declining 
labor opportunities during the June–September dry season are likely to further constrain household access to food and erode 
resilience despite relative exchange rate stability. In AA-controlled areas, the prolonged suspension of large-scale humanitarian 
assistance – combined with a shrinking business environment, liquidity constraints, and limited income-generating opportunities 
– is expected to further reduce food access and increase reliance on potentially harmful coping strategies. FEWS NET reports 
that even where price controls are applied in GoY-controlled areas, higher shipping costs and limited enforcement contribute to 
price increases for essential commodities, including fuel and cooking oil. As households continue to exhaust available coping 
capacities, food consumption gaps are likely to widen, particularly among the most vulnerable populations.

https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-agrometeorological-early-warning-bulletin-01-10-june-2026-enar
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-key-message-update-may-september-2026-price-fluctuations-and-above-average-temperatures-negatively-impact-incomes
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-market-and-trade-bulletin-may-2026-issued-25th-june-2026
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-market-and-trade-bulletin-may-2026-issued-25th-june-2026
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/wfp-yemen-food-security-update-may-2026
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-key-message-update-may-september-2026-price-fluctuations-and-above-average-temperatures-negatively-impact-incomes
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Fertilizer supply disruptions

Yemen imports roughly 90% of its staple food needs, so overall food availability hinges far more on global markets than 
on domestic harvests. Even so, disruption to agricultural output matters greatly for household welfare as agriculture 
remains the main livelihood source for around 70% of Yemen’s population, so any rise in fertilizer costs or fall in fertilizer 
availability that curbs local crop production directly reduces farming incomes leaving households with less money to 
buy food, even though that food is largely imported rather than home-grown. Fertilizer imports to Yemen are also strictly 
regulated due to security concerns over dual-use compounds, with major shipping lines requiring pre-approval from the 
Yemeni Ministry of Agriculture. While general bans have eased for southern ports, shipments to northern areas must 
pass UNVIM inspection.

Second, Yemen is also exposed indirectly, through the countries it relies on for food imports. Persian Gulf states supply 
a large share of the world’s urea, ammonia and sulfur; disruption to shipping through the Strait of Hormuz has already 
cut deeply into global fertilizer trade and driven urea prices up sharply since February 2026. The effects are visible on 
the ground: in India, which supplies Yemen with rice, fertilizer prices have risen and domestic urea/ammonia output 
has fallen due to tighter gas supplies, hitting farmers just as the Kharif planting season begins in June. In Turkey, which 
sourced nearly 40% of its urea from Oman and the Gulf, farmer demand for fertilizer doubled almost overnight as 
supply tightened. In Australia, Middle East urea prices reaching local buyers were up 57% year-on-year by April 2026, 
compressing farmer margins. Russia and Ukraine, historically major fertilizer and grain exporters, remain structurally 
exposed to any renewed supply-chain shocks, even if current impacts there are less directly documented. Higher input 
costs and reduced output among these suppliers risk lower yields and higher global grain and rice prices, while Yemen’s 
economy has limited capacity to absorb higher import bills.

Regional conflict

From June 14–15, the US and Iran announced reaching an agreement to end hostilities in Iran and the region, reopen the Strait 
of Hormuz, and halt the US blockade of Iranian ports. While this is a positive step to end the conflict, concerns remain about the 
successful implementation of the memorandum of understanding between the parties. The Yemen front remains an escalation 
point that could be leveraged and reactivated if parties fail to commit to the agreement.

https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/2f909eb3-d48d-453d-a932-c0fe30d50d4d/content
https://www.cma-cgm.com/local/india/news/5601/yemen-ports-update-current-cargo-restrictions-amp-acceptance-procedures
https://www.cma-cgm.com/local/india/news/5601/yemen-ports-update-current-cargo-restrictions-amp-acceptance-procedures
https://sanaacenter.org/the-yemen-review/april-2023/20176
https://blogs.worldbank.org/en/opendata/fertilizer-prices-surge-as-strait-of-hormuz-disruptions-tighten-
https://www.ifpri.org/blog/the-iran-wars-impacts-on-global-fertilizer-markets-and-food-production/
https://www.jpost.com/international/article-892976
https://www.agnavigator.com/Article/2026/04/14/fertilizer-prices-could-stay-high-until-2027/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c4gy700j0eko
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ANNEXES

Annex I. Number of JMR alerts by governorate

Table 2 shows the number of JMR district alerts for each indicator by governorate.

Table 2. Number of JMR district alerts by governorate in May 2026

CONFLICT DISPLACEMENT DROUGHT FOOD 
PRICES

FUEL PRICES PROXY FOOD IMPORTS

GOVERNORATE H C H H C H C H

Abyan 5 11 9

Ad Dali’ 6 9

Aden 8 1

Al Bayda 20

Al Hodeidah 2 6 20

Al Jawf 12

Al Maharah 9 9

Al Mahwit 9

Amran 20

Dhamar 12

Hadramawt 3 28 14

Hajjah 31

Ibb 20

Lahj 1 1 2 2 13 13

Ma’rib 7 14

Raymah 6

Sa’dah 15

Sana’a 1 15

Sana’a City 10

Shabwah 5 3 14 3

Socotra 2

Ta’iz 15 20

Total 1 1 8 19 19 89 7 282



Type of report  |  26 February 2023

14

YEMEN JOINT MONITORING REPORT
BIMONTHLY UPDATE ON FOOD AND NUTRITION SECURITY CRISIS RISKS MAY 2026 - REPORT #15

Annex II. JMR alerts by district with a higher risk of food and nutrition security deterioration

Table 3 shows JMR alerts by district. The districts with the highest alert levels out of 16 – three and four in this case – are 
included. The table highlights critical alerts (red), heightened alerts (yellow), and typical status (white) per food security risk 
indicator by district.

Table 3. JMR alerts by district with a higher risk of food and nutrition security deterioration in May 2026

GOVERNORATE DISTRICT ALERT 
LEVEL

CONFLICT DISPLACEMENT DROUGHT EXCHANGE 
RATE

FOOD 
PRICES

FUEL 
PRICES

PROXY 
FOOD 
IMPORTS

PROXY 
FUEL 
IMPORTS

Lahj Al Had 4     

Abyan
Al Wadi’, 
Khanfar, Lawdar, 
Sarar, Zinjibar

3

Al Hodeidah Al Khukhah, 
Hays

3

Hadramawt Amd 3

Lahj
Al Madaribah 
Wa Al Aarah, Al 
Maqatirah

3

Lahj Al Malah, 
Radfan

3

Lahj Halmin 3

Ta’iz

Al Ma’afer, 
Al Makha, Al 
Mawasit, Al 
Mudhaffar, 
Al Wazi’yah, 
As Silw, A sh 
Shamayatayn, 
Dhubab, Jabal 
Habashi, 
Mashr’ah 
Wa Hadnan, 
Mawza’, Sabir Al 
Mawadim

3
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Annex III. JMR historical heightened and critical risk alerts

The graphs show the percentage of the total possible heightened and critical risk alerts for all crisis risk indicators. The higher 
the score, the worse the deterioration in food and nutrition security.

Figure 10. Historical percentage of total JMR heightened and critical risk alerts (January 2015 to May 2026)

Annex IV. Historical overview of the population at risk of experiencing IPC 4 or worse food insecurity 
levels

Figure 11. Percentage of the population living in areas at risk of experiencing IPC 4 or worse food insecurity levels 
(January 2015 to May 2026)
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Annex V. Sources and time frames of JMR risk indicators and target variables

Table 4. Indicator sources and time frames

SOURCE LINK DATA FROM DATA TO

RISK INDICATOR

Conflict Armed Conflict Location 
& Event Data https://acleddata.com/data/ 01/01/2015 05/31/2026

Displacement IOM Displacement 
Tracking Matrix https://dtm.iom.int/yemen 01/01/2014 05/31/2026

Drought WFP https://data.humdata.org/dataset/yem-rainfall-sub-
national 01/01/1981 05/31/2026

Exchange rate World Bank https://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/cata-
log/6159 01/01/2009 05/31/2026

Food prices World Bank https://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/cata-
log/4508 01/01/2009 05/31/2026

Fuel prices World Bank https://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/cata-
log/6133 01/01/2009 05/31/2026

Target variable     

FEWS NET World Bank https://datacatalog.worldbank.org/search/data-
set/0064614 07/01/2009 10/01/2024

https://acleddata.com/data/
https://dtm.iom.int/yemen
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/yem-rainfall-subnational
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/yem-rainfall-subnational
https://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/catalog/6159
https://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/catalog/6159
https://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/catalog/4508
https://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/catalog/4508
https://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/catalog/6133
https://microdata.worldbank.org/index.php/catalog/6133
https://datacatalog.worldbank.org/search/dataset/0064614
https://datacatalog.worldbank.org/search/dataset/0064614


Type of report  |  26 February 2023

17

YEMEN JOINT MONITORING REPORT
BIMONTHLY UPDATE ON FOOD AND NUTRITION SECURITY CRISIS RISKS MAY 2026 - REPORT #15

ABOUT THIS REPORT

The JMR combines quantitative modeling and qualitative analysis to provide robust bimonthly food and nutrition security 
monitoring that identifies emerging crisis risks. The report aims to complement IPC analyses and facilitate early recognition 
and coordinated responses to emerging major food and nutrition security crises among humanitarian and development 
stakeholders. The JMR is the product of a core development team comprising members from ACAPS, FAO, UNICEF, WFP, 
WHO, and the World Bank.

A detailed explanation of the empirical foundation the Yemen JMR uses is available in this World Bank Policy Research Working 
Paper. An updated version of this paper detailing the methodology behind the new indicators is forthcoming, and a copy can be 
made available upon request.

DISCLAIMER

This work is a product of the staff of the World Bank, FAO, WFP, UNICEF, WHO, and ACAPS. The findings, interpretations, and 
conclusions expressed in this work do not necessarily reflect the views of the World Bank’s Board of Executive Directors, the 
governments they represent, or the FAO, WFP, UNICEF, WHO, and ACAPS.

The World Bank, FAO, WFP, UNICEF, WHO, and ACAPS do not guarantee the accuracy, completeness, or currency of the data 
included in this work and do not assume responsibility for any errors, omissions, or discrepancies in the information or liability 
with respect to the use of or failure to use the information, methods, processes, or conclusions set forth. The boundaries, colors, 
denominations, and other information shown on any map in this work do not imply any judgment on the part of the World Bank 
concerning the legal status of any territory or the endorsement or acceptance of such boundaries.

Nothing herein shall constitute or be construed or considered to be a limitation upon or waiver of the privileges and immunities 
of the World Bank, FAO, WFP, UNICEF, WHO, and ACAPS, all of which are specifically reserved. 

Rights and permissions

The material in this work is subject to copyright. Because the World Bank encourages the dissemination of its knowledge, this 
work may be used, in whole or in part, for noncommercial purposes as long as full attribution is given.

Any queries on rights and licenses, including subsidiary rights, should be addressed to World Bank Publications, the World Bank 
Group, 1818 H Street NW, Washington, DC 20433, USA; fax: 202-522-2625; email: pubrights@worldbank.org.

For questions or comments, please contact yahinfo@acaps.org.

https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/099709505092462162/idu1fd335ca917518148461a5b1154ba368027ff
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/099709505092462162/idu1fd335ca917518148461a5b1154ba368027ff
mailto:pubrights@worldbank.org
mailto:yahinfo@acaps.org
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