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INTRODUCTION (1/2)
ACAPS analysts conduct the daily monitoring and independent analysis of more than 150 
countries, including regular risk analysis. ACAPS’ Global Risk Analysis outlines a number 
of key contexts where new crises may emerge or where a particular situation may notably 
deteriorate within the next six months, causing a spike in humanitarian needs.
 
The risks included in this report were based on the identification of: 

• ‘Newly emerging crises’ (new risks) following new events or 
factors (triggers) that may emerge over the coming six months. 
Such triggers would point towards a hazard materialising, which 
would result in new or more severe humanitarian needs in a 
monitored context.

• Potential ‘rapid and marked deterioration’ in an existing 
crisis that, because of a combination of deteriorating trends 
and new events, may significantly deteriorate in the next six 
months, leading to worse humanitarian outcomes. We run a 
trend analysis to identify such risks. It should be noted that a 
steadily deteriorating humanitarian situation that continues at 
the same pace is considered a trend and not a risk. This report 
does not include trends.

ACAPS closely monitors previously identified risks to see if they 
materialise. You can find the updates on the risks identified in 
ACAPS’ Global Risk Analysis – October 2022 at the end of this 
report.

ACAPS identifies risks at the regional, country,
or subnational level.

ACAPS has identified risks over the next six months in the fol-
lowing 11 locations to alert humanitarian decision makers and 
responders on the possible emergence of new crises or significant 
deteriorations of existing humanitarian crises. The aim is to support 
preparedness for timely and adequate responses. 

Afghanistan 
Myanmar 
Palestine

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)
Nigeria
Pakistan
Peru
Türkiye/Syria
Zimbabwe

Armenia/Azerbaijan
Tunisia

ACAPS METHODOLOGY AND PROCESS

The ACAPS risk methodology defines risk as the probability of 
a hazard or multiple hazards materialising, combined with the 
estimated impact of such hazards. Simplistically stated: risk = 
impact x probability. The associated risk level (low, medium, or 
high) is given by the combination of impact x probability, with the 
risk level increasing as either the expected severity of the impact 
of the event or its probability of happening increases.

Impact is the expected overall humanitarian consequences of a 
hazard. It can be an increase in the number of people needing 
assistance, the severity of their needs, or both. The impact is 
based on the assessment of the following components: 

• exposure to the hazard: people, property, systems, or other elements 
present in hazard zones that a hazard could adversely affect 

• intensity (of the hazard): the degree, level, strength, or magnitude 
of a hazard

• severity of impact: the degree or level of humanitarian consequences 
resulting from the materialisation of the hazard

• the population’s vulnerability to shocks
• people’s coping strategies and local, national, and international 

response capacities to deteriorating living and humanitarian con-
ditions. 

High

Medium

Low
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https://www.acaps.org/sites/acaps/files/products/files/20221017_acaps_global_analysis_hub_risk_report_october_2022.pdf
https://www.acaps.org/sites/acaps/files/resources/files/acaps_technical_brief_introduction_to_risk_analysis_methodology_may_2019.pdf


INTRODUCTION (2/2)
ACAPS classifies impact on a five-point scale: very low, low, 
moderate, significant, or major. 

Probability is the chance of a hazard materialising. ACAPS 
assesses probability on a five-point scale: very low, low, medium, 
high, or very high.

Probability and impact levels are not mathematically calculated 
but assigned through expert judgement based on context knowl-
edge. The overall risk level is the combination of the two, meaning 
it is also assigned through expert judgement.

KEY PRINCIPLES OF RISK ANALYSIS 

Risk analysis requires a solid understanding of the con-
text and an investigation of the interaction of variables 
that could cause or resist change. 

Risk analysis has a certain degree of uncertainty. An event iden-
tified as a hazard might not evolve or materialise as anticipated, or 
it might not have the projected impact. Events or factors (triggers) 
expected to drive a shift or change in the situation may not occur, 
or new factors may arise that prevent the projected change or 
shift from happening. 

Risk probability does not need to be high to warrant concern. A 
hazardous event with a low or medium probability of occurring 
should be a cause of concern for humanitarians if the expected 
impact is medium, high, or very high. 

 

LIMITATIONS 

• Considering the diversity and complexity of the crises presented 
in this report, we cannot cover each in detail. Instead, we 
highlight the broad evolution of each crisis to flag potential 
deteriorations and inform the framing of operations, strategies, 
and policies. 

• Risk analysis focuses on negative outcomes and may not 
adequately consider the potential benefits or opportunities of 
different events.

• This report does not capture all the risks that we are monitoring. 
It is a selection of 11 contexts that we deem relevant to the 
humanitarian sector for the next six months.

• Geophysical sudden-onset disasters (such as earthquakes 
and volcanic eruptions) and other unforeseen circumstances 
that may change the course of events are difficult to account 
for in risk analysis.

• Information and data gaps for certain contexts limit the analysis. 

• While we seek to ensure that all information is current at the 
time of publication, the fluidity of the situation in some countries 
means significant changes can occur quickly. 

Read more about our risk methodology

OTHER ANTICIPATORY ANALYSES FROM ACAPS 

ACAPS often produces country-specific risk reports, scenarios, 
and anticipatory notes. Some recent publications that complement 
this global analysis are:

• Madagascar: Tropical Cyclone Freddy Exposure and 
Vulnerabilities 

• Syria/Türkiye Earthquakes: What to Watch over the Next Month 
• Ukraine: Outlook and Risk Analysis for 2023
• Colombia: Colombia Risk Analysis Update
• Afghanistan: Forward-Looking Snapshot of the Afghan 

Economy
• Afghanistan: Risk Update – December 2022
• Somalia: Outlook on Drought

For the complete list of risks ACAPS analysts have identified 
during their daily monitoring and analysis, you can consult the 
ACAPS Risk List.
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https://www.acaps.org/sites/acaps/files/resources/files/acaps_technical_brief_introduction_to_risk_analysis_methodology_may_2019.pdf
https://www.acaps.org/country/madagascar/special-reports#container-1903
https://www.acaps.org/country/madagascar/special-reports#container-1903
https://www.acaps.org/country/turkey-turkiye/special-reports#container-1901
https://www.acaps.org/country/ukraine/special-reports#container-1876
https://www.acaps.org/country/colombia/special-reports#container-1873
https://www.acaps.org/country/afghanistan/special-reports#container-1863
https://www.acaps.org/country/afghanistan/special-reports#container-1863
https://www.acaps.org/country/afghanistan/special-reports#container-1862
https://www.acaps.org/country/somalia/special-reports#container-1837
https://crisisinsight.acaps.org/risklist


PERU
Continued protests and mobility 
restrictions affect the living conditions 
of economically vulnerable population 
groups, worsening their overall living 
conditions

AFGHANISTAN
A severe economic crisis, harsh 
winter, and disruption of aid 
and winterisation support the 
increase in food insecurity and 
malnutrition until July-August

PALESTINE
New proposed legislation and evictions 
planned by Israel cause an uprising and 
violence in the West Bank, with potential 
of spillover in Gaza, affecting Palestinians’ 
livelihoods and humanitarian conditions 
and generating heightened protection 
concerns 
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The border lines and names of the countries or territories indicated on this map comply with 
official international practices (UN)  and do not in any way reflect an ACAPS political stance.

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
OF CONGO (DRC)
The expansion of the areas under 
the control of the 23 March 
Movement (M23) in North-Kivu 
causes increased violence targeting 
Rwandophone communities, 
resulting in displacement and 
protection needs 

MYANMAR
Heightened military response 
following increased territorial 
control of and collaboration among 
anti-military resistance forces results 
in intensified conflict across most of 
the country, leading to a deterioration 
of the humanitarian situation 

TÜRKIYE/SYRIA
Involuntary mass returns of Syrians refugees 
from Türkiye results in displacement, 
increased protection needs, and deterioration 
in the humanitarian situation in Northwest 
Syria

ARMENIA/AZERBAIJAN
Escalation of conflict between Armenian and 
Azerbaijan in Nagorno-Karabakh triggered by the 
Lachin corridor blockade results in population 
displacement and increased humanitarian needs

PAKISTAN
Pakistan’s prolonged economic crisis and stalling 
of the bailout programme result in increased 
poverty and social unrest, leading to heightened 
food insecurity and protection concerns 

ZIMBABWE
Electoral violence, compounded by the 
deepening economic crisis, leads to 
protection incidents and increased food 
insecurity across the country

TUNISIA
A political deadlock and economic 
deterioration increase protests 
and civil strikes, leading to clashes 
between civilians and security forces 
and increased food and livelihood 
needs, especially in central western 
governorates 

NIGERIA
High inflation and economic 
disruptions contribute to 
worsening food insecurity 
countrywide 

*The risks identified on this map
are expected to materialise within

the next six months.

Risk level
High 
Medium
Low
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AFGHANISTAN (1/2)
A severe economic crisis, harsh winter and disruption 
of aid and winterisation support the increase in food 
insecurity and malnutrition until July-August

RATIONALE 

The Taliban takeover in August 2021 has resulted in financial 
restrictions, further aggravating Afghanistan’s already dire economic 
situation and precipitating into an economic crisis (HRW 04/08/2022; 
VOA 13/08/2022). Consequently, over 80% of Afghan households 
have since suffered a substantial drop in income or completely 
lost their means of income (WFP 31/01/2022; UN 09/05/2022). 

In 2022–2023, Afghanistan endured a severe winter (winter typically 
runs from December to March), with temperatures dropping to 
−34° C in January in some provinces, making it the coldest winter 
in a decade (Reuters 19/01/2023; UNHCR 02/02/2023). Over 
70,000 cattle died within a week in January as a result of harsh 
winter conditions, leaving many agricultural workers without 
resources (BBC 24/01/2023; CNN 24/01/2023). With the loss 
of drought-stricken animals, farmers will face a severe loss of 
income and difficulties in crop cultivation. Winter also disrupts 
transportation and food supplies, with heavy snowfall making roads 
impassable, affecting people’s access to essential services, like 
healthcare, and aggravating the already precarious situation of 
many Afghans. Reduced income and high prices resulting from 
inflation have forced Afghans to choose between buying food or 
paying for heating (Al Jazeera 17/01/2023).

A ban imposed on women NGO workers by the Interim Taliban 
Authority on 24 December 2022 has also led to disrupted aid and 
winterisation support from humanitarian organisations in 2023, 
worsening the situation (NRC 25/01/2023; UN Women 13/01/2023). 
Though temporary, the sudden aid disruption during the harsh 
winter has made people more vulnerable and less resilient to 
overcoming economic hardship. The situation has contributed 
to increasing food insecurity. Even if the majority of the Afghan 
population dependent on agriculture as their main source of income 
receives sufficient support to plant in the spring, many will see no 
income until harvest in July–August and will face increasing food 
insecurity into the summer months. At the same time, the urban 
population will face further reductions in their salaries and casual 
labour opportunities because of the economic crisis.

IMPACT   

Approximately 20 million people in Afghanistan were projected to 
be severely food-insecure –facing Crisis (IPC Phase 3) or worse 
food insecurity levels – between November 2022 and March 
2023, including six million people projected to face Emergency 
(IPC Phase 4) levels. The food security situation is especially 
dire in Ghor province, where all humanitarian activities remain 
suspended as a result of disagreements between local authorities 
and humanitarian organisations (WFP 07/02/2023). 

Over 3.2 million children under five are projected to be acutely 
malnourished in Afghanistan. Of this number, 875,227 are likely 
to be severely malnourished (SAM) and 2,347,800 moderately 
malnourished (MAM). Between November 2022 and April 2023, 
16 provinces are expected to fall into Critical (IPC AMN Phase 4) 
acute malnutrition.

MARKED DETERIORATION PROBABILITY

IMPACT

Risk level High
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https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/08/04/afghanistan-economic-crisis-underlies-mass-hunger
https://www.voanews.com/a/afghan-economic-crisis-worsens-as-taliban-mark-anniversary/6700325.html
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-food-security-update-round-five-january-2022
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/05/1117812
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/freezing-temperatures-kill-78-people-afghanistan-2023-01-19/
https://www.unhcr.org/news/stories/2023/2/63d9309e4/families-struggle-survival-during-afghanistans-coldest-winter-decade.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-64386145
https://edition.cnn.com/2023/01/24/asia/afghanistan-freezing-temperature-deaths-taliban-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/1/17/afghans-reel-from-exceptionally-cold-winter
https://www.nrc.no/perspectives/2023/families-without-help-are-freezing-to-death/
https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/2023-01/af-Out-of-jobs_Out-of-poverty_Gender-Alert.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/wfp-afghanistan-situation-report-05-february-2023?_gl=1*1eecpfk*_ga*MTMwMzk5OTE2My4xNjMzODYyMzI3*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*MTY3NjIyNDI2My4xMTMuMC4xNjc2MjI0MjYzLjYwLjAuMA..%22%20\t%20%22_blank


AFGHANISTAN (2/2)

An increase in food insecurity and a lack of a diverse diet will 
increase malnutrition and child mortality in the country.  Increased 
food insecurity and the harsh winter may result in lasting respiratory 
diseases and potentially more deaths for children, the elderly, 
and people with chronic diseases or disabilities.  In January, 
over 160 people died from the harsh winter (DW 28/01/2023). 
Acute respiratory diseases also increased, mainly among children 
(UNICEF 15/02/2023).

The economic crisis since 2021 has taken its toll on people’s 
resilience. Coping mechanisms have been stretched to the limit 
(ACAPS 13/12/2022). Any further increase in food insecurity will 
result in the increased adoption of negative coping mechanisms, 
including child marriage and child labour, which will have a dispro-
portionate impact on women and girls (CARE 11/2022). The loss 
in food security can also lead people to migrate or seek refuge to 
neighbouring countries in search of protection and work, exposing 
people to protection risks while migrating. 

In 2022, income from opium production accounted for 29% of the 
total agricultural sector value. Despite the current ban on drug 
cultivation, opium production is likely to continue – especially in 
areas less tightly controlled by the Taliban. The opium harvest from 
April–July will provide income to some rural households during 
that period, mitigating the impact of food insecurity in some rural 
areas (UNODC 11/2022). 

Projection: acute malnutrition situation (November 2022 to April 2023)

MARKED DETERIORATION

Risk level High

Source: ACAPS using IPC (accessed 14/03/2023)

Disclaimer: the boundaries and names depicted, as well as the data used on this map, do not represent ACAPS's official sponsorship or acceptance. 
ACAPS is not liable for the map's misuse or misrepresentation
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https://www.dw.com/en/afghanistan-cold-snap-kills-over-160-taliban-officials-say/a-64546879#:~:text=A%20cold%20snap%20in%20Afghanistan,degrees%20Fahrenheit)%20since%20January%2010.
https://www.unicef.org/afghanistan/stories/acute-respiratory-infections-double-afghanistans-children-face-harshest-winter-decade#:~:text=Severe%20winter%20weather%20conditions%2C%20with,in%20the%20last%20three%20years.
https://www.acaps.org/sites/acaps/files/products/files/20221230_acaps_afghanistan_analysis_hub_thematic_report_social_impact_monitoring_july_to_october_2022.pdf
https://www.care.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Report-Food-crisis_Final-design_28-November-2022.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/crop-monitoring/Afghanistan/Opium_cultivation_Afghanistan_2022.pdf
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/ 


MYANMAR (1/2)
Heightened military response following increased 
territorial control of and collaboration among anti-military 
resistance forces results in intensified conflict across 
most of the country, leading to a deterioration of the 
humanitarian situation

   
 RATIONALE  

Myanmar’s military is currently facing a conflict of scale and 
intensity they had never faced before (CSIS 05/12/2022; Stimson 
27/09/2022 b; ACLED accessed 16/02/2023). It is estimated that 
the junta and its militias have full control only of nearly 30% of 
the 330 townships of Myanmar. Around 60% of the townships are 
either contested or under the control of anti-military resistance 
groups (Special Advisory Council for Myanmar 05/09/2022; OHCHR 
31/01/2023; Al Jazeera 04/02/2023). 

The February 2021 coup by the Myanmar military was followed by 
the formation of a government in exile called the National Unity 
Government (NUG) and its armed wing, the People’s Defense Forces 
(PDFs), with the NUG acting as a parallel government in the areas 
under its control (The Diplomat 06/05/2021 and 06/09/2022; 
ISEAS 28/01/2022; USIP 03/11/2022; Mizzima 15/03/2022; The 
Irrawaddy 07/02/2023). Since the coup, the PDFs have been in 
intense conflict with the military (ACLED accessed 16/02/2023; 
Al Jazeera 01/02/2023; The Wilson Center 05/2022). Through 
time, the PDFs have been enhancing their capacities, including by 

adopting innovative technologies (such as weaponised drones). 
Since 2022, there has been increased collaboration between the 
PDFs and ethnic armed organisations on military training, the 
supply of arms, and common defensive and offensive strategies 
(USIP 03/11/2022; The Irrawaddy 06/02/2023, 03/02/2023, 
07/02/2023 a, and 07/02/2023b; Fulcrum 10/02/2023; Myanmar 
Now 09/02/2023, 06/02/2023, and 26/10/2022). On the other 
hand, the junta’s military has been losing personnel because of 
injuries, defections, and desertions, leading it to tap into other 
forces, such as the police and militias, for support (Stimson 
27/09/2022 a and 27/09/2022 b; CSIS 05/12/2022). It has also 
issued a ‘right to arms’ policy allowing civilians to access weapons, 
with the aim of facilitating the creation of new or the expansion 
of existing pro-military junta militias (The Diplomat 09/03/2023; 
Myanmar Now 13/02/2023 and 17/02/2023). 

Because of the increased territorial control of and collaboration 
among anti-military resistance forces, the military and its affiliated 
militias are expected to increase operations in the coming months 
to gain back lost territories and reduce the strength of resistance 
forces. As a result, conflict will escalate across most of the 

country. The military is likely to increase air strikes, especially 
as a result of congenial non-monsoon weather conditions, to 
conduct air operations (VOA 01/02/3023; BBC 31/01/2023; The 
Wilson Center 05/2022). It is also likely to attack civilians and 
infrastructure, heightening constraints on humanitarian access. 
The junta has already employed this tactic to force anti-military 
resistance groups to use up their resources for meeting the needs 
of conflict-affected populations and to cut off such groups from 
their access to food, finances, intelligence, and recruits (OCHA 
25/01/2023 and 15/01/2023; OHCHR 03/03/2023; The Irrawaddy 
09/02/2023).

MARKED DETERIORATION PROBABILITY

IMPACT

Risk level High
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https://www.csis.org/analysis/news-front-observations-myanmars-revolutionary-forces
https://www.stimson.org/2022/the-nugs-economic-war-on-myanmars-military/
https://www.stimson.org/2022/the-nugs-economic-war-on-myanmars-military/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://specialadvisorycouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/SAC-M-Briefing-Paper-Effective-Control-in-Myanmar-ENGLISH-1.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/countries/mm/2023-01-27/crp-sr-myanmar-2023-01-31.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/countries/mm/2023-01-27/crp-sr-myanmar-2023-01-31.pdf
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/2/4/myanmar-military-expands-martial-law-in-strongholds-of-resistance
https://thediplomat.com/2021/05/can-myanmars-new-peoples-defense-force-succeed/
https://thediplomat.com/2022/09/is-myanmars-national-unity-government-ready-to-govern/
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/articles-commentaries/iseas-perspective/2022-8-myanmars-national-unity-government-a-radical-arrangement-to-counteract-the-coup-by-moe-thuzar-and-htet-myet-min-tun/
https://www.usip.org/publications/2022/11/understanding-peoples-defense-forces-myanmar
https://mizzima.com/article/nug-has-received-30-million-public-contributions-no-foreign-aid
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-civilian-government-provides-internet-in-rebel-held-territory.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-civilian-government-provides-internet-in-rebel-held-territory.html
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/2/1/myanmar-anti-coup-forces-retain-optimism-in-face-of-air-attacks
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/sites/default/files/media/uploads/documents/ASIA_220519_1YearOn-BRIEF_V1r2.pdf
https://www.usip.org/publications/2022/11/understanding-peoples-defense-forces-myanmar
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/over-40-myanmar-regime-forces-killed-in-four-days-of-resistance-attacks.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/pro-regime-militia-killing-spree-checked-by-myanmars-growing-resistance.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/assessing-myanmar-civilian-governments-cooperation-with-ethnic-minorities.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/kio-calls-for-unified-offensive-to-oust-crisis-hit-myanmar-junta.html
https://fulcrum.sg/resistance-forces-in-myanmar-changing-the-state-of-play-with-weaponised-drones/
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-weapons-factories-attacked-with-heavy-artillery-in-magway
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-weapons-factories-attacked-with-heavy-artillery-in-magway
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/freedom-is-never-free-it-comes-at-a-great-price-knu
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmars-resistance-air-force-flies-high-in-fight-against-regime
https://www.stimson.org/event/the-geography-of-myanmars-anti-military-resistance-movement/
https://www.stimson.org/event/the-geography-of-myanmars-anti-military-resistance-movement/
https://www.stimson.org/2022/the-nugs-economic-war-on-myanmars-military/
https://www.csis.org/analysis/news-front-observations-myanmars-revolutionary-forces
https://thediplomat.com/2023/03/as-the-conflict-worsens-myanmars-junta-arms-the-populace/
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-regime-issues-right-to-arms-policy-enabling-easier-weapons-access-for-pro-junta
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/hundreds-apply-for-firearms-licenses-days-after-introduction-of-new-policy
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-64397397
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/sites/default/files/media/uploads/documents/ASIA_220519_1YearOn-BRIEF_V1r2.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/myanmar-humanitarian-response-plan-2023-january-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/myanmar-humanitarian-response-plan-2023-january-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/myanmar-humanitarian-needs-overview-2023-january-2023
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2023/03/militarys-four-cuts-doctrine-drives-perpetual-human-rights-crisis-myanmar
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/myanmar-regime-bombs-chin-state-town-after-resistance-fighters-capture-police-station.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/myanmar-regime-bombs-chin-state-town-after-resistance-fighters-capture-police-station.html


MYANMAR (2/2)

IMPACT  

An escalation of fighting across the vast majority of the country will 
likely increase the number of IDPs to 2.4 million in the third quarter 
of 2023, as per OCHA 2023 projections. Currently, there are more 
than 1.6 million IDPs in the country, of whom about 1.4 million are 
post-coup IDPs (OCHA 15/01/2023; UNHCR 08/03/2023).

Many people will likely flee conflict-affected areas to remote 
locations, such as jungles, which are cut off from any services 
and beyond the reach of humanitarian responders. Displacement 
will increase protection threats, such as family separation, psy-
chological distress, gender-based violence, and human trafficking 
(OCHA 25/01/2023 and 15/01/2023; The Guardian 03/02/2022; 
UNHCR 06/06/2022; TRT World 04/10/2021). The agriculture 
sector employs more than 70% of the workforce in Myanmar 
(ITA 28/07/2022). If conflict intensifies, agriculture inputs and 
infrastructure could be damaged and looted, and landmines and 
explosive remnants of war will contaminate croplands. Many 
farmers will be forced to leave their lands, losing their source of live-
lihood. The food production gap will further increase, heightening 
food insecurity and malnutrition. Increased movement restrictions, 
the rapid depreciation of currency and inflation, high fertiliser and 
fuel costs, and a lack of government support for farmers will also 
heighten the loss of livelihood and food insecurity situation (OCHA 
15/01/2023; The Irrawaddy 16/02/2023; Al Jazeera 02/02/2023 
and 26/01/2023; Frontier Myanmar 27/04/2022; East Asia Forum 
24/01/2023).

MARKED DETERIORATION
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https://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/myanmar-humanitarian-needs-overview-2023-january-2023
https://reliefweb.int/map/myanmar/myanmar-emergency-overview-map-number-people-displaced-feb-2021-and-remain-displaced-06-mar-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/myanmar-humanitarian-response-plan-2023-january-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/myanmar-humanitarian-needs-overview-2023-january-2023
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2022/feb/03/families-hide-in-myanmar-forests-as-fighting-rages
https://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/myanmar-emergency-update-1-june-2022
https://www.trtworld.com/magazine/four-areas-where-the-impact-of-myanmar-s-military-coup-was-felt-the-most-50476
https://www.trade.gov/country-commercial-guides/burma-agriculture
https://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/myanmar-humanitarian-needs-overview-2023-january-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/myanmar-humanitarian-needs-overview-2023-january-2023
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-farmers-crushed-by-rising-input-prices-and-junta-attacks.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/2/2/riding-a-rollercoaster-in-myanmars-post-coup-economy
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/1/26/opium-cultivation-surges-since-myanmar-military-seized-power-un
https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/war-zone-farmers-suffer-disruptions-and-despair/
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2023/01/24/myanmar-plunges-deeper-into-economic-crisis/
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2023/01/24/myanmar-plunges-deeper-into-economic-crisis/
https://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/myanmar-humanitarian-needs-overview-2023-january-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/myanmar-humanitarian-needs-overview-2023-january-2023
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/   


PALESTINE (1/2)
New proposed legislation and evictions planned by 
Israel cause an uprising and violence in the West Bank, 
with potential of spillover in Gaza, affecting Palestinians’ 
livelihoods and humanitarian conditions and generating 
heightened protection concerns
 
RATIONALE  

Benjamin Netanyahu, the longest-serving Israeli leader, returned to 
power on 29 December 2022 under a fragile coalition, with Likud 
and ultra-nationalist parties holding the majority of parliamen-
tary seats. Since then, the coalition has agreed on a number of 
measures, which vow to annex the occupied territories of the West 
Bank, legalise 70 settlements, and overhaul the judicial system to 
limit its power (NPR 29/12/2022; JP 28/12/2022; TOI 28/12/2022; 
Xinhua 30/12/2022). The draft legislation for reforming the judicial 
system would allow the Israeli Parliament to overrule by simple 
majority the Supreme Court of Israel’s decisions. This includes 
turning down parliamentary laws intended to legalise settlements 
and outposts on private Palestinian land and pave the way for 
the annexation of the West Bank (The Guardian 04/01/2023; Al 
Jazeera 03/02/2023; Reuters 07/03/2023; Adalah 15/06/2020; 
MEMO 28/07/2022). It would also give the executive branch more 
power in appointing judges and government legal advisers (AP 
16/01/2023; Xinhua 13/01/2023). 

In its first two months, the new Government has already called 
for the eviction of 1,000 Palestinians from their homes in Msafer 

Yatta locality and of 200 residents of Khan Al-Ahmar (Roya News 
24/01/2023; MSF 19/01/2023). It has also already authorised nine 
settlements in the West Bank (Al Jazeera 13/02/2023). In 2022 
alone, Israeli authorities demolished and confiscated more than 950 
structures in the West Bank, including homes and agricultural and 
livelihood-related structures. These included shops, warehouses, 
and public infrastructure, such as water pipes. More than 28,400 
people were affected, and over 1,000 were forcibly displaced. In the 
first three months of 2023, over 250 structures were demolished, 
affecting more than 11,000 people and displacing almost 400 
(OCHA accessed 16/02/2023 a; OCHA accessed 16/02/2023 b). 
The announcement of the new legislation and the increased number 
of demolitions and evictions will likely cause an uprising in the 
West Bank, mainly in cities and refugee camps, resulting in violence 
and clashes between Israeli security forces and Palestinians, both 
civilians and armed individuals and groups. In May 2021, forced 
evictions and demolitions in East Jerusalem sparked protests 
and the escalation of hostilities in both the West Bank and Gaza. 
In the West Bank, 26 people were killed, and about 6,900 were 
injured. In Gaza, 256 were killed, and 2,000 were injured (OCHA 
04/06/2021; ACAPS 08/06/2021).

IMPACT  

An uprising in the West Bank will expose at least three million 
Palestinians to conflict and deteriorating humanitarian conditions, 
with a spillover of violence into Gaza. During the first (1987–1980s) 
and second (2000–2005) Palestinian uprisings, the violence 
killed nearly 2,000 and 4,300 people, respectively, with 75% of 
the casualties being Palestinians (Britannica 21/05/2020; Vox 
14/07/2014). The second uprising caused a steep decline in all 
Palestinian economic indicators: the real national income shrunk by 
38%, and both exports and imports contracted by about 33%. Over 
a quarter of the private workforce was laid off during the second 
intifada, affecting livelihoods and forcing households to adopt 
negative coping mechanisms, such as selling assets, borrowing, 
and cutting consumptions, including food (WB 05/2003).

NEW RISK PROBABILITY

IMPACT

Risk level High
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https://www.npr.org/2022/12/29/1145952664/benjamin-netanyahus-new-israeli-government-will-make-west-bank-expansion-a-prior
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/politics-and-diplomacy/article-726002
https://www.timesofisrael.com/religious-zionism-coalition-deal-settlement-growth-changes-to-discrimination-laws/
https://english.news.cn/20221230/c397bb63782b46f59aad4a3089af6a26/c.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/jan/04/israel-unveils-controversial-plans-to-overhaul-judicial-system
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/2/3/fight-over-israel-judiciary-palestinians-look-on
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/2/3/fight-over-israel-judiciary-palestinians-look-on
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/uproar-over-israel-judicial-changes-whats-it-all-about-2023-02-13/
https://www.adalah.org/en/content/view/10035
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20220728-israel-high-court-ruling-paves-way-for-more-illegal-settlement-outposts/
https://apnews.com/article/politics-israel-government-benjamin-netanyahu-tel-aviv-1d94620abc19b6d70cc52075d07c994a
https://apnews.com/article/politics-israel-government-benjamin-netanyahu-tel-aviv-1d94620abc19b6d70cc52075d07c994a
https://english.news.cn/20230113/6be78f00ad584f8da87ba1f6a41c24af/c.html
https://en.royanews.tv/news/39466/Palestinians%20rally%20at%20al-Khan%20al-Ahmar%20against%20evicting%20residents
https://en.royanews.tv/news/39466/Palestinians%20rally%20at%20al-Khan%20al-Ahmar%20against%20evicting%20residents
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/msf-urges-israeli-authorities-stop-plan-evict-palestinian-residents
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/2/13/israel-grants-authorisation-to-nine-settlements-in-west-bank
https://www.ochaopt.org/data/demolition
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMmJkZGRhYWQtODk0MS00MWJkLWI2NTktMDg1NGJlMGNiY2Y3IiwidCI6IjBmOWUzNWRiLTU0NGYtNGY2MC1iZGNjLTVlYTQxNmU2ZGM3MCIsImMiOjh9
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/poc_24-31_may_2021.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/poc_24-31_may_2021.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/state-palestine-escalation-hostilities-and-insecurity-gaza
https://www.vox.com/2014/7/14/5898581/chart-israel-palestine-conflict-deaths
https://www.vox.com/2014/7/14/5898581/chart-israel-palestine-conflict-deaths
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/14614/263141270months0Intifada10Closures.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y


PALESTINE (2/2)
A new uprising will significantly affect livelihoods and humanitar-
ian conditions for Palestinians already suffering a humanitarian 
crisis. Currently, an estimated 2.1 million Palestinians (of the total 
population of 5.3 million) are in need of humanitarian assistance, 
including 800,000 people residing in the West Bank and 1.3 million 
in Gaza (OCHA 25/01/2023).

Palestinians already face serious protection challenges, including 
threats to life, liberty, security, property, and freedom of movement 
compounded by a lack of accountability and effective remedy 
(OCHA 2020). In the West Bank, OCHA categorises the humanitarian 
situation for one quarter of households as ‘catastrophic’, ‘extreme’, 
or ‘severe’, and 31% reported challenges in meeting basic needs, 
such as food and health. In Gaza Strip, OCHA categorises the 
humanitarian situation for 29% of households as ‘catastrophic’ or 
‘extreme’, and 81% reported challenges in meeting basic needs, 
such as food and health (OCHA 29/06/2022; OCHA 25/01/2023). 

 

NEW RISK

People affected and displaced by demolitions in the West Bank in 2022

Source: ACAPS using data from OCHA (accessed 21/02/2023)

Risk level High

Disclaimer: the boundaries and names 
depicted, as well as the data used on this map, 
do not represent ACAPS's official sponsorship 
or acceptance. ACAPS is not liable for the map's 
misuse or misrepresentation
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https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-needs-overview-and-humanitarian-response-plan-2023-dashboard
https://www.ochaopt.org/sites/default/files/hno_2021.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/gaza-strip-humanitarian-impact-15-years-blockade-june-2022-enarhe
https://www.ochaopt.org/content/humanitarian-needs-overview-and-humanitarian-response-plan-2023-dashboard
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMmJkZGRhYWQtODk0MS00MWJkLWI2NTktMDg1NGJlMGNiY2Y3IiwidCI6IjBmOWUzNWRiLTU0NGYtNGY2MC1iZGNjLTVlYTQxNmU2ZGM3MCIsImMiOjh9


DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF 
CONGO (DRC) (1/2)
The expansion of the areas under the control of the 
23 March Movement (M23) in North-Kivu causes increased 
violence targeting Rwandophone communities, resulting in 
displacement and protection needs

    
 RATIONALE   

Since the resurgence of the M23 in November 2021, tensions have 
intensified between the DRC and Rwanda, which accuse each other 
of supporting rival armed groups in North Kivu province (BBC 
24/12/2022; DW 20/01/2023; RFI 27/01/2023). Demonstrations 
by civil society organisations have taken place in several provinces 
of the country since May 2022 to support the Congolese army, 
demand a more offensive attitude from the East Africa regional 
force towards the M23, or even express their hostility towards 
Rwanda. These demonstrations often turn into attacks against 
people and their property because of their presumed Rwandan 
origins or proximity to the M23 (RFI 20/06/2022; Afrique XXI 
23/01/2023; ICG 25/08/2022; BBC 22/06/2022). 

Since January 2022, riots or attacks by armed groups targeting 
people of Rwandan origin have killed at least 12 people. These 
attacks have intensified since June 2022 in Maniema, North Kivu, 
and South Kivu provinces, shortly after the M23 took over the border 
town of Bunagana (ACLED accessed 14/02/2023). In February 

2022, demonstrations against the regional force’s lack of action 
escalated into the destruction and looting of shops believed to be 
Tutsi-owned. Churches were also ransacked on the grounds that 
they were mainly frequented by the Banyamulenge community 
(descendants of Rwandans) (RFI 20/06/2022 and 15/06/2022; 
Actualité 16/06/2022 and 07/02/2023). Because of the inability 
of the regional force, MONUSCO, and the Congolese army to 
curb the advances of the M23, violence against Rwandophone 
communities is likely to increase. 

In addition, these communities are increasingly being accused of 
sympathy for the M23. Some of them claim to have been threatened 
and beaten by Congolese troops or armed groups and militias 
fighting the M23 in Kitshanga (Masisi territory), forcing them to 
flee to other localities and hide (TV5 Monde 26/12/2022; France 24 
12/12/2022; La Prunelle RDC 05/01/2023). A ceasefire expected 
to start on 7 March 2023 and supposed to be implemented by 
the M23 was announced by the President of Angola, which is 
currently mediating peace efforts between the DRC, Rwanda, 
and the M23. That said, the ceasefire seems unlikely to lead to 

the M23 withdrawing from the controlled areas or to a decrease 
in the intensity of the anti-Rwandan sentiments in the DRC. While 
the ceasefire is supposed to have taken effect, clashes between 
the Congolese army and the M23 still continue, and both sides 
accuse each other of launching attacks on their positions (RFI 
07/03/2023; UN 06/03/2023; Le Figaro 07/03/2023).

IMPACT   

The expansion of the area under M23 control is likely to cause an 
increase in retaliatory attacks against Rwandophone communities 
across the country. The property of many people from these com-
munities will likely be destroyed or looted in the demonstrations 
that follow M23 advances. With the context of the tension between 
the Governments of the DRC and Rwanda being conducive to the 
expression of hostile feelings against the latter, some civil society 
members will continue to maintain a discourse of hatred against 
Rwandophone communities. 

NEW RISK

Risk level Medium

PROBABILITY

IMPACT
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https://www.bbc.com/afrique/articles/cg383838geyo
https://www.bbc.com/afrique/articles/cg383838geyo
https://www.dw.com/fr/rdc-rwanda-mercenaires-processus-de-paix/a-64473184
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/podcasts/les-dessous-de-l-infox-la-chronique/20230127-un-faux-communiqu%C3%A9-attise-les-tensions-entre-le-rwanda-et-la-rdc
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20220620-rdc-violences-contre-des-rwandophones-dans-la-province-du-maniema
https://afriquexxi.info/La-dangereuse-guerre-des-mots-dans-l-est-du-Congo
https://afriquexxi.info/La-dangereuse-guerre-des-mots-dans-l-est-du-Congo
https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/great-lakes/democratic-republic-congo/east-africas-dr-congo-force-case-caution
https://www.bbc.com/afrique/articles/c14drrlqvygo
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20220620-rdc-violences-contre-des-rwandophones-dans-la-province-du-maniema
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20220615-rdc-%C3%A0-goma-plusieurs-milliers-de-personnes-manifestent-%C3%A0-la-fronti%C3%A8re-avec-le-rwanda
https://actualite.cd/2022/06/16/rdc-contre-m23-et-leurs-allies-manifestation-anti-rwanda-tension-goma
https://actualite.cd/2023/02/07/manifestation-anti-force-regionale-goma-la-frustration-est-comprehensible-reconnait
https://information.tv5monde.com/video/rdc-les-deplaces-tutsis-congolais-victimes-de-violence
https://www.france24.com/fr/vid%C3%A9o/20221212-aujourd-hui-on-veut-nous-chasser-les-tutsi-congolais-font-face-%C3%A0-des-menaces-et-pr%C3%A9jug%C3%A9s
https://www.france24.com/fr/vid%C3%A9o/20221212-aujourd-hui-on-veut-nous-chasser-les-tutsi-congolais-font-face-%C3%A0-des-menaces-et-pr%C3%A9jug%C3%A9s
https://laprunellerdc.info/nord-kivu-le-gouvernement-constate-un-deplacement-massif-de-la-communaute-tutsi-congolaise-vers-le-rwanda/
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20230307-rdc-nouveau-cessez-le-feu-pr%C3%A9vu-malgr%C3%A9-la-persistance-des-tensions
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20230307-rdc-nouveau-cessez-le-feu-pr%C3%A9vu-malgr%C3%A9-la-persistance-des-tensions
https://news.un.org/fr/story/2023/03/1133002
https://www.lefigaro.fr/flash-actu/rdc-les-combats-se-poursuivent-dans-l-est-malgre-un-cessez-le-feu-annonce-20230307


DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF
CONGO (DRC) (2/2)
Incidents involving armed groups and militias fighting the M23  
and conflating ethnicity and ideological support are also likely to 
increase (France 24 12/12/2022; BBC 22/06/2022; Afrique XXI 
23/01/2023). 

Although not the whole country subscribes to such stigmatisation, 
and certain civil society organisations continue to defend Rwan-
dophones, such as Association jeunes Tutsi au Nord-Kivu and the 
Archidiocese of Kinshasa, the security of the latter will likely be 
increasingly threatened, particularly in areas where armed groups 
fighting the M23 are active (TV5 Monde 26/12/2022; Clingendael 
Spectator 24/08/2022). Many protesters will consider members 
of Rwandophone communities as foreigners and threaten them 
into returning to Rwanda. 

The announcement of the Rwandan President to no longer host 
Congolese refugees, without giving more details, risks further 
reducing the options of those who wish to find refuge in Rwanda 
(RFI 10/01/2023; VOA 09/01/2023). As a result, new IDPs (both 
Rwandophone and not) within the DRC will be added to the thou-
sands already displaced by the resurgence of the M23, with critical 
needs for protection, health, livelihoods, and shelter. 

NEW RISK

Violence targeting rwandophone communities since January 2022

Risk level Medium

Source: ACAPS using data from OCHA (accessed 21/02/2023)

Disclaimer: the boundaries and names depicted, as 
well as the data used on this map, do not represent 
ACAPS's official sponsorship or acceptance. ACAPS 
is not liable for the map's misuse or misrepresentation
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https://www.france24.com/fr/vid%C3%A9o/20221212-aujourd-hui-on-veut-nous-chasser-les-tutsi-congolais-font-face-%C3%A0-des-menaces-et-pr%C3%A9jug%C3%A9s
https://www.bbc.com/afrique/articles/c14drrlqvygo
https://afriquexxi.info/La-dangereuse-guerre-des-mots-dans-l-est-du-Congo
https://afriquexxi.info/La-dangereuse-guerre-des-mots-dans-l-est-du-Congo
https://information.tv5monde.com/video/rdc-les-deplaces-tutsis-congolais-victimes-de-violence
https://spectator.clingendael.org/en/publication/anti-tutsi-hate-speech-refuels-conflict-eastern-dr-congo
https://spectator.clingendael.org/en/publication/anti-tutsi-hate-speech-refuels-conflict-eastern-dr-congo
https://www.rfi.fr/en/africa/20230110-president-kagame-says-rwanda-can-accept-no-more-refugees-from-dr-congo
https://www.voanews.com/a/rwandan-president-threatens-to-evict-congolese-refugees-/6911213.html
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMmJkZGRhYWQtODk0MS00MWJkLWI2NTktMDg1NGJlMGNiY2Y3IiwidCI6IjBmOWUzNWRiLTU0NGYtNGY2MC1iZGNjLTVlYTQxNmU2ZGM3MCIsImMiOjh9


NIGERIA (1/2)
High inflation and economic disruptions 
contribute to worsening food insecurity 
countrywide

RATIONALE   

Inflation rates in Nigeria have risen steadily since January 2022 and 
are projected to remain high or rise further in 2023 (WB 01/2023). 
In January 2023, the inflation rate was 21.82%, the highest since 
September 2005 (TE accessed 15/02/2023; NBS 01/2023). Food 
inflation in January 2023 also rose to the highest in 17 years. Floods 
in 2022 damaged 676,000 hectares of farmland and affected 
harvests at the end of the year, possibly contributing to food 
inflation in 2023 (WB 01/2023; NBS 01/2023; OCHA 19/12/2022; 
UNDRR 28/10/2022). In 2023, the residual impact from the floods, 
compounded by high fertiliser prices, is likely to contribute to the 
lower domestic production of staple crops, like maize, paddy rice, 
and sorghum, and export crops, like cocoa beans. A decline in 
domestic crop production could push food prices higher, since 
the demand would exceed the supply. The Nigerian naira could 
also further depreciate against the US dollar in 2023, resulting 
in costlier imports and contributing to increased inflation (AFEX 
2023; NESG 01/2023; Commodity.com 25/04/2022).

By early 2023, fuel shortages countrywide had driven up fuel 
prices and increased transportation costs, contributing to high 
inflation rates (NESG 01/2023; Punch 16/02/2023; Premium Times 
24/01/2023). Cash shortages had also resulted from a government 
initiative to phase out existing naira notes and replace them with 
new ones (BBC 14/02/2023; Al Jazeera 02/02/2023). The lack of 
cash to continue business operations has forced many small busi-
nesses and traders to cease operations (Coin Geek 08/02/2023; DW 
10/02/2023). These cash and fuel shortages have triggered violent 
protests in Kano, Ogun, and Oyo states (Africanews 10/02/2023; 
AP 07/02/2023). High levels of electoral violence characterised 
the pre-electoral season (October 2022 to February 2023), with 
protests breaking out after the announcement of the outcome 
of the February presidential elections (ICG 10/02/2023; ACLED 
03/02/2023; AP News 06/03/2023). These factors have caused 
high levels of sociopolitical uncertainty, creating an unfavourable 
environment for businesses. To minimise losses, many businesses 
and investors are expected to adopt a cautious approach in early 
2023, possibly contributing to an economic slowdown in the first 
quarter of the year (AFEX 2023).

MARKED DETERIORATION PROBABILITY

IMPACT

Risk level Medium
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https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/38030/GEP-January-2023.pdf
https://tradingeconomics.com/nigeria/inflation-cpi
https://nigerianstat.gov.ng/elibrary/read/1241285
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/38030/GEP-January-2023.pdf
https://nigerianstat.gov.ng/elibrary/read/1241285
https://reliefweb.int/report/nigeria/nigeria-situation-report-19-december-2022
https://www.preventionweb.net/news/nigeria-floods-4-ways-they-affect-food-security
https://africaexchange.com/reports/special/afex-annual-commodities-review-and-2023-outlook
https://africaexchange.com/reports/special/afex-annual-commodities-review-and-2023-outlook
https://nesgroup.org/download_resource_documents/2023%20Macroeconomic%20Outlook_1674012875.pdf
https://nesgroup.org/download_resource_documents/2023%20Macroeconomic%20Outlook_1674012875.pdf
https://punchng.com/private-sector-blames-fuel-scarcity-as-inflation-hits-21-8/
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/business/577603-nigerians-groan-as-fuel-scarcity-bites-harder.html
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/business/577603-nigerians-groan-as-fuel-scarcity-bites-harder.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-64626127
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/2/2/shortages-causing-fury-among-nigerians-ahead-of-elections
https://coingeek.com/nigeria-economy-grinding-to-a-halt-due-to-cash-shortage-is-time-for-bitcoin/
https://www.dw.com/en/nigeria-grapples-with-cash-crisis-ahead-of-elections/a-64665296
https://www.dw.com/en/nigeria-grapples-with-cash-crisis-ahead-of-elections/a-64665296
https://www.africanews.com/2023/02/10/nigeria-anger-frustration-in-kano-over-cash-and-fuel-shortage/
https://apnews.com/article/nigeria-government-africa-business-dd07ec9ac8d8f5b786347b64f5fa7a1f
https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/west-africa/nigeria/311-mitigating-risks-violence-nigerias-2023-elections
https://acleddata.com/2023/02/03/nigeria-election-violence-tracker-16-31-january-2023/
https://acleddata.com/2023/02/03/nigeria-election-violence-tracker-16-31-january-2023/
https://apnews.com/article/nigeria-government-africa-business-dd07ec9ac8d8f5b786347b64f5fa7a1f
https://africaexchange.com/reports/special/afex-annual-commodities-review-and-2023-outlook


NIGERIA (2/2)
IMPACT 

133 million Nigerians are multidimensionally poor1. Low-income 
households spend a greater share of their income on food. They 
are likely to be the most affected by the higher cost of living, which 
could push them deeper into poverty (ILO 2023; WB 01/2023; NPM 
accessed 15/02/2023). The disruption of business activities and 
livelihoods as a result of pre-/post-electoral violence, compounded 
by the cash shortage, is likely to reduce income for people work-
ing in the informal sector (Coin Geek 08/02/2023; ABC News 
18/02/2023). The income of many households will not increase 
in line with rising inflation, and the decline in real income would 
erode their purchasing power (ILO 2023). 

Food inflation contributes to worsening levels of acute food insecu-
rity. The number of people facing acute food insecurity in Nigeria is 
projected to increase from 17 million between October–December 
2022 to 25 million between June–August 2023 (Food Security 
Cluster 01/12/2022).  Unemployment rates are likely to increase as 
a result of a slowdown in economic growth in 2023 (NESG 01/2023). 
The rise in unemployment could in turn increase mental health 
concerns, such as depression and suicidal ideation. It could also 
drive high crime rates and contribute to higher levels of conflict 
and violence in the country, since unemployment is among the 
factors that drive recruitment into armed groups. An escalation 
in violence would result in displacement and disrupt farming 
activities, further worsening food insecurity (UNDP 07/02/2023; 
Food Security Cluster 01/12/2022; Business Day 24/02/2022). 

MARKED DETERIORATION

Source: ACAPS using data from NBS (01/2023)

Inflation and food inflation rates in January 2023 rising to the highest levels since September 2005

Risk level Medium

Inflation rate Food inflation rate

1. The Nigeria Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) examines 15 indicators within four dimensions: health, education, living 
standards, and work and shocks.  As per the Index “[a] household is considered poor if they are deprived in more than one dimension, 
or the equivalent share (26%) of the weighted indicators measured in the index” (OPHI 17/11/2022).
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https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---inst/documents/publication/wcms_865332.pdf
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/38030/GEP-January-2023.pdf
https://www.nigeriapovertymap.com/
https://www.nigeriapovertymap.com/
https://coingeek.com/nigeria-economy-grinding-to-a-halt-due-to-cash-shortage-is-time-for-bitcoin/
https://abcnews.go.com/Business/wireStory/nigerian-cash-crisis-brings-pain-tough-97305164
https://abcnews.go.com/Business/wireStory/nigerian-cash-crisis-brings-pain-tough-97305164
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---inst/documents/publication/wcms_865332.pdf
https://fscluster.org/nigeria/document/final-fiche-report-november-2022-cadre
https://fscluster.org/nigeria/document/final-fiche-report-november-2022-cadre
https://nesgroup.org/download_resource_documents/2023%20Macroeconomic%20Outlook_1674012875.pdf
https://www.undp.org/publications/journey-extremism-africa-pathways-recruitment-and-disengagement
https://fscluster.org/nigeria/document/final-fiche-report-november-2022-cadre
https://businessday.ng/opinion/article/economic-and-social-costs-of-unemployment-in-nigeria/
https://nigerianstat.gov.ng/elibrary/read/1241285
https://ophi.org.uk/ophi_stories/nigeria-mpi-2022/


PAKISTAN (1/2)
Pakistan’s prolonged economic crisis and stalling 
of the bailout programme result in increased poverty 
and social unrest, leading to heightened food insecurity 
and protection concerns

RATIONALE 

Pakistan’s economy is in decline as a result of the compound 
effects of COVID-19, the war in Ukraine on the global supply chain 
and trade, and the 2022 monsoon floods on the country’s produc-
tion. The country is currently experiencing a balance-of-payments 
crisis because of high external debt (VOA 03/02/2023). Along with 
high inflation rates (the consumer price inflation rate rose to 31.5% 
in February 2023 compared with 12.2% in February 2022), currency 
depreciation, and a drop in foreign reserves, this crisis has made the 
country dependent on loans (Reuters 26/01/2023; TOI 10/02/2023; 
TE accessed 14/03/2022). Pakistan’s foreign reserves dropped to 
USD 2.9 billion in February 2023, from 4.3 billion in January 2023, 
affecting the country’s ability to import basic goods (Al Jazeera 
10/02/2023; TOI 10/02/2023; Pakistan Today 09/02/2023; The 
Guardian 12/02/2023; Reuters 12/01/2023). This has already 
caused a shortage of essential medicine and medical equipment 
(BT 26/02/2023). 

A new IMF loan could be disbursed, after having stalled since 
2022, but this loan is conditioned on some economic reforms and 
austerity measures Pakistan has so far failed to follow (Reuters 
06/02/2023). Funding options from other sources, such as the 

Gulf countries, are also getting narrower, as these countries 
also signalled to lend Pakistan money on the same conditions 
given by the IMF (Bloomberg 05/02/2023; VOA 03/02/2023; 
Reuters 06/02/2023). Regardless of funding from the IMF and 
other countries, the Pakistani Government will likely need to 
make structural reforms to avoid an economic collapse, including 
reducing subsidies and introducing new taxes, affecting both 
enterprises’ and people’s economies (Nikkei Asia 19/01/2023). The 
industrial sector is preparing for more job cuts and a sharp decline 
in production, with over one million informal workers in the textile 
sector expected to lose their jobs. Small businesses have been 
greatly affected, and some people are finding it difficult to afford 
basic necessities, such as food and education (Mint 03/02/2023; 
BT 28/02/2023; HRW 06/02/2023; Daily Times 15/01/2023; Nikkei 
Asia 19/01/2023). 

Political instability and insecurity have also led to a significant 
fall in foreign investment. The activity of Taliban- and Islamic 
State-affiliated groups contribute to high levels of insecurity, 
especially in Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province 
(IFPRI 10/2022; WB 28/10/2022; Arab News 23/08/2022; Dawn 
20/07/2021). Since 2021, there have been active protests across 
Pakistan against political instability and growing armed group 

activities. The deepening economic decline is likely to generate 
additional mass protests, resulting in increased social unrest. 
Pakistan’s Central Organization of Traders has announced its 
plan to organise state-wide demonstrations in response to the 
Government’s potential implementation of IMF-recommended tax 
increases, which would add to the current political demonstrations 
against the increased activity of armed groups (The New Indian 
06/02/2023; DW 25/05/2022; FP 24/02/2023).

IMPACT 

The impact of this prolonged economic crisis is multifaceted and 
will likely result in the increased prices of essential commodities, 
food insecurity, a livelihood crisis, and social unrest (The Intercept 
12/02/2023). The major impact will befall poor people. 20% of the 
total population was already living below the poverty line before 
the crisis started, and an additional nine million people ran into 
poverty as a direct impact of the 2022 monsoon floods (Dawn 
06/10/2022; WB 06/10/2022 and 10/2022; Al Jazeera 21/10/2022). 

MARKED DETERIORATION PROBABILITY

IMPACT

Risk level Medium
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https://www.voanews.com/a/pakistan-will-have-to-agree-to-imf-conditions-for-bailout-pm-says-/6946228.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/imf-mission-visit-pakistan-this-month-discuss-stalled-bailout-programme-2023-01-26/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/international-business/pakistan-fails-to-reach-deal-with-imf-what-it-means-for-economy/articleshow/97806622.cms
https://tradingeconomics.com/pakistan/inflation-cpi
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/international-business/pakistan-fails-to-reach-deal-with-imf-what-it-means-for-economy/articleshow/97806622.cms
https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2023/02/09/pakistans-foreign-exchange-decrease-by-170-million-to-2-9-billion/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/feb/12/mob-storms-pakistan-police-station-and-lynches-man-accused-of-blasphemy
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/feb/12/mob-storms-pakistan-police-station-and-lynches-man-accused-of-blasphemy
https://www.reuters.com/article/pakistan-economy-reserves-idUKS7N2ZE00I
https://www.businesstoday.in/latest/world/story/pakistan-may-increase-loan-interest-rate-up-to-19-healthcare-system-on-the-brink-of-collapse-371501-2023-02-26
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/pakistan-imf-grapple-consensus-unlock-critical-funding-2023-02-06/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/pakistan-imf-grapple-consensus-unlock-critical-funding-2023-02-06/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2023-02-05/why-pakistan-is-struggling-to-get-another-imf-bailout
https://www.voanews.com/a/pakistan-will-have-to-agree-to-imf-conditions-for-bailout-pm-says-/6946228.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/pakistan-imf-grapple-consensus-unlock-critical-funding-2023-02-06/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Opinion/Pakistan-will-need-yet-more-rescues-unless-it-embraces-reform
https://www.livemint.com/news/world/eating-one-meal-can-t-send-kids-to-school-how-common-man-in-pakistan-fighting-raging-inflation-economic-crisis-11677840616973.html
https://www.businesstoday.in/latest/world/story/pakistan-economic-crisis-industry-braces-for-job-production-cuts-over-1-mn-textile-workers-to-be-affected-371679-2023-02-28
https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/02/06/pakistan-imf-bailout-should-advance-economic-rights
https://dailytimes.com.pk/1051535/donors-financing-wont-end-economic-crisis-sans-reforms/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Opinion/Pakistan-will-need-yet-more-rescues-unless-it-embraces-reform
https://asia.nikkei.com/Opinion/Pakistan-will-need-yet-more-rescues-unless-it-embraces-reform
https://ebrary.ifpri.org/utils/getfile/collection/p15738coll2/id/136406/filename/136615.pdf
https://www.arabnews.pk/node/2148716/pakistan
https://newindian.in/pak-economic-crisis-traders-in-pakistan-threaten-nationwide-protests/
https://newindian.in/pak-economic-crisis-traders-in-pakistan-threaten-nationwide-protests/
https://www.dw.com/en/pakistan-imran-khan-leads-protest-march-on-capital/a-61924260
https://foreignpolicy.com/2023/02/24/pakistan-terrorism-protests-ttp-taliban-military/
https://theintercept.com/2023/02/12/pakistan-economy-crisis-imf/
https://theintercept.com/2023/02/12/pakistan-economy-crisis-imf/
https://www.dawn.com/news/1713772
https://www.dawn.com/news/1713772
https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/51427702c05371f59848a74a2d66ba87-0310062022/original/PDU-October-2022-Report-Web.pdf
https://databankfiles.worldbank.org/public/ddpext_download/poverty/987B9C90-CB9F-4D93-AE8C-750588BF00QA/current/Global_POVEQ_PAK.pdf
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/10/21/economic-woes-shifting-ties-complicate-pakistan-flood-recovery


PAKISTAN (2/2)
Without international financial support, and in the event of eco-
nomic austerity measures, more people will be pushed into poverty, 
affecting food insecurity levels across the country. Balochistan, 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and Sindh provinces might be the worst 
affected, as an estimated 8.5 million people from these provinces 
are already facing IPC 3 or worse food insecurity levels (IPC 
30/12/2022). The overall health situation and malnutrition rates 
will likely increase across the country, particularly among children 
(The Borgen Project 17/02/2023; Dawn 30/10/2022; Pakistan & 
Gulf Economist 28/11/2022; IPC 30/12/2022). 17.7% of children 
aged under five are already acutely malnourished (Nutrition Cluster 
07/2022; WFP accessed 06/03/2023). The inability to access 
basic goods will likely push the poorest to adopt adverse coping 
strategies, such as skipping meals, borrowing money, removing 
children from schools, and resorting to child labour. 

The 2022 floods displaced 7.9 million people, including 800,000 ref-
ugees (Pakistan hosts a total of 1.35 million refugees, mostly from 
Afghanistan) (OCHA 04/10/2022; 3UNHCR accessed 10/03/2022). 
The impact of this risk will be more severe on displaced people 
already in need of humanitarian assistance. 

Finally, a possible intensification of social unrest could result in 
violence, potentially causing internal and cross-border displace-
ment. Afghan refugees would face secondary displacement or 
forced returns as a result. Displacement would then expose them 
to several risks, including human trafficking and exploitation, 
particularly for women and children (US Department of State 
06/2016; Asian Human Rights Commission 14/05/2016). 

 

 

MARKED DETERIORATION

Inflation and food inflation rates increasing steadily between January 2022 and January 2023 

Source: ACAPS using data from TE (accessed 17/02/2023 a); The Nation (02/08/2022); TE (accessed 17/02/2023 b)

Risk level Medium

Inflation rate Food inflation rate
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https://www.ipcinfo.org/ipc-country-analysis/details-map/en/c/1156103/?iso3=PAK
https://www.ipcinfo.org/ipc-country-analysis/details-map/en/c/1156103/?iso3=PAK
https://www.pakistangulfeconomist.com/2022/11/28/the-problem-of-food-insecurity-in-pakistan/
https://www.pakistangulfeconomist.com/2022/11/28/the-problem-of-food-insecurity-in-pakistan/
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Pakistan_Acute_Food_Insecurity_2022JulDec_Snapshot%20.pdf
https://www.nutritioncluster.net/sites/nutritioncluster.com/files/2022-07/ns%20pak%20hno%202022%20v4.pdf
https://www.nutritioncluster.net/sites/nutritioncluster.com/files/2022-07/ns%20pak%20hno%202022%20v4.pdf
https://www.wfp.org/countries/pakistan
https://reliefweb.int/report/pakistan/revised-pakistan-2022-floods-response-plan-01-sep-2022-31-may-2023-04-oct-2022?_gl=1*10d2cbs*_ga*MzIzODA3ODYzLjE2NzI5MDA5ODI.*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*MTY3NjI5MzgxMS4yMi4wLjE2NzYyOTM4MTEuNjAuMC4w
https://2009-2017.state.gov/documents/organization/258876.pdf
https://2009-2017.state.gov/documents/organization/258876.pdf
http://www.humanrights.asia/news/alrc-news/ALRC-CWS-32-013-2016/
https://tradingeconomics.com/pakistan/inflation-cpi
https://www.nation.com.pk/02-Aug-2022/pakistan-s-inflation-rate-rises-to-14-year-high-of-24-9pc
https://tradingeconomics.com/pakistan/food-inflation


PERU (1/2)
Continued protests and mobility restrictions affect 
the living conditions of economically vulnerable 
population groups, worsening their overall living conditions

RATIONALE

Sociopolitical instability in Peru, which has been continuing for 
more than two years, has been on the rise since 7 December 2022 
because of the impeachment of Pedro Castillo, the president 
elected on 20 July 2021. This is the fifth presidential impeachment 
since 2018 (Portafolio 08/12/2022; Wilson Center 20/01/2023). 
The subsequent appointment of Dina Boluarte as president, a 
former vice-president in Castillo’s government, sparked nationwide 
protests especially in Arequipa, Cuzco, Lima, and Puno cities (BBC 
19/01/2023; El País 15/01/2023).The protests are likely to continue 
if some of the demands are not met, including the dismissal 
of Boluarte, general elections to renew Congress, and a new 
constitution (NYT 27/01/2023 and  17/01/2023; BBC 19/01/2023; 
El País 15/01/2023). The response to the protests included mobility 
restrictions, mass arrests, and 60 killings as at mid-February (BBC 
19/01/2023; El País 15/01/2023); LA Times 10/02/2023). A similar 
response can be expected for future protests. 

In Peru, around 1,700,000 people are estimated to be in need of 
humanitarian assistance, including around 1.01 million Venezuelans 
living in Peru, 66,200 Venezuelans in transit, and 618,000 Peruvians, 
especially indigenous and Afro-Peruvians (R4V 06/12/2022).

In 2022, Peruvian inflation reached 8.46%, the highest in 26 years, 

resulting in a higher cost of living and lower spending capacity. 
Sociopolitical instability is aggravating an already weakened eco-
nomic situation, hitting mainly the most economically vulnerable 
groups (Forbes 02/01/2023; RPP 01/01/2023; BCRP 07/12/2022). 

Since 2017, political instability has been weakening public institu-
tions, including the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, which processes 
residence permits (VOA 13/12/2022; El Pitazo 25/01/2023). These 
institutional shortcomings have affected the Venezuelan popula-
tion. Delays in the processing of permits have resulted in at least 
35% of Venezuelans remaining in an irregular situation, affecting 
their access to basic necessities, such as education and health 
(R4V 06/12/2022; 3INEI accessed 10/03/202Y). A nationwide 
state of emergency declared on 15 December 2022 and extended 
for 60 days on 4 February 2023 will likely further restrict mobility 
(BBC 14/12/2022; DW 15/01/2023; The Guardian 15/01/2023; VOA 
05/02/2023). The state of emergency involves the suspension of 
several basic rights, including to freedom of movement, personal 
liberty, and security (The Guardian 15/01/2023; VOA 05/02/2023). 
The effects of prolonged social unrest are expected to be felt 
mainly by the most economically vulnerable population and will 
cause a deterioration of their living conditions.

IMPACT 

Prolonged protests and further extensions of the state of emer-
gency are expected to result in mobility restrictions, affecting 
the labour force and the livelihoods of the most economically 
vulnerable groups in the country (Últimas Noticias 16/12/2022; 
Defensoría del Pueblo de Perú 30/12/2022). Over 80% of Vene-
zuelans do not hold permanent employment contracts and are 
at higher risk of dismissal (Venezolanos en Perú 03/02/2023; El 
Pitazo 25/01/2022; Efecto Cocuyo 24/01/2023). Although there 
are no exact figures, many Venezuelans earn their income in the 
informal sector as street vendors, and the protests undermine 
their sales (VOA 13/12/2022; El Pitazo 25/01/2023; Efecto Cocuyo 
24/01/2023). Labour constraints may further impact Venezuelan 
women’s income, as they tend to earn lower wages and spend more 
time on informal work (Gobierno de Peru 18/01/2022; Venezolanos 
en Peru 25/01/2023). Indigenous and Afro-Peruvian people also 
tend to be economically vulnerable, with at least 38.5% and 32.1%, 
respectively, falling below the poverty line. These groups have 
limited access to the formal labour sector and lower wages owing 
to exclusion and racism (Ministerio de Cultura 05/2022; El Peruano 
24/06/2022). 

MARKED DETERIORATION PROBABILITY

IMPACT

Risk level Medium
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https://www.portafolio.co/internacional/pedro-castillo-los-6-presidentes-en-4-anos-que-ha-tenido-peru-575321
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/perus-overlapping-messes
https://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias-america-latina-64330302
https://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias-america-latina-64330302
https://elpais.com/internacional/2023-01-15/las-protestas-en-peru-se-agudizan-despues-de-medio-centenar-de-muertos-ya-no-estamos-en-democracia.html
https://www.nytimes.com/es/2023/01/27/espanol/peru-protestas-policia-boluarte.html
https://www.nytimes.com/es/2023/01/17/espanol/protestas-peru-democracia.html
https://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias-america-latina-64330302
https://elpais.com/internacional/2023-01-15/las-protestas-en-peru-se-agudizan-despues-de-medio-centenar-de-muertos-ya-no-estamos-en-democracia.html
https://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias-america-latina-64330302
https://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias-america-latina-64330302
https://elpais.com/internacional/2023-01-15/las-protestas-en-peru-se-agudizan-despues-de-medio-centenar-de-muertos-ya-no-estamos-en-democracia.html
https://www.latimes.com/espanol/internacional/articulo/2023-02-10/peru-protestas-en-el-sur-dejan-23-heridos-incluido-un-nino
https://www.r4v.info/es/document/rmrp-2022
https://forbes.pe/economia-y-finanzas/2023-01-02/peru-registro-en-2022-la-tasa-de-inflacion-mas-alta-de-los-ultimos-26-anos/
https://rpp.pe/economia/economia/inei-inflacion-en-2022-fue-de-846-la-mas-de-alta-en-26-anos-en-peru-noticia-1457230
https://www.bcrp.gob.pe/docs/Publicaciones/Notas-Estudios/2022/nota-de-estudios-85-2022.pdf
https://www.vozdeamerica.com/a/como-impacta-crisis-politica-peru-migrantes-venezolanos/6873997.html
https://elpitazo.net/migracion/venezolano-en-peru-somos-victimas-de-un-conflicto-del-que-no-somos-parte/
https://www.r4v.info/es/document/rmrp-2022
https://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias-america-latina-63978405
https://www.dw.com/es/per%C3%BA-extiende-estado-de-emergencia-en-lima-cusco-y-puno/a-64396847
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/jan/15/peru-declares-state-of-emergency-in-lima-after-weeks-of-protests
https://www.voanews.com/a/crisis-hit-peru-expands-state-of-emergency/6949343.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/crisis-hit-peru-expands-state-of-emergency/6949343.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/jan/15/peru-declares-state-of-emergency-in-lima-after-weeks-of-protests
https://www.voanews.com/a/crisis-hit-peru-expands-state-of-emergency/6949343.html
https://ultimasnoticias.com.ve/noticias/mas-vida/venezolanos-varados-en-peru-por-cierre-de-vias-debido-a-protestas/
https://www.defensoria.gob.pe/defensora-del-pueblo-invoca-al-gobierno-a-fortalecer-sus-mecanismos-de-dialogo-para-encarar-la-crisis-politica-y-gestionar-de-modo-mas-eficiente-la-conflictividad-social/
https://venezolanosenperu.pe/81-de-los-venezolanos-en-peru-trabajan-sin-contrato-laboral/
https://elpitazo.net/migracion/venezolano-en-peru-somos-victimas-de-un-conflicto-del-que-no-somos-parte/
https://elpitazo.net/migracion/venezolano-en-peru-somos-victimas-de-un-conflicto-del-que-no-somos-parte/
https://efectococuyo.com/venezuela-migrante/la-incertidumbre-nunca-se-va-asi-viven-los-venezolanos-la-crisis-que-sacude-el-peru/
https://www.vozdeamerica.com/a/como-impacta-crisis-politica-peru-migrantes-venezolanos/6873997.html
https://elpitazo.net/migracion/venezolano-en-peru-somos-victimas-de-un-conflicto-del-que-no-somos-parte/
https://efectococuyo.com/venezuela-migrante/la-incertidumbre-nunca-se-va-asi-viven-los-venezolanos-la-crisis-que-sacude-el-peru/
https://efectococuyo.com/venezuela-migrante/la-incertidumbre-nunca-se-va-asi-viven-los-venezolanos-la-crisis-que-sacude-el-peru/
https://www.gob.pe/institucion/inei/informes-publicaciones/3352206-segunda-encuesta-dirigida-a-la-poblacion-venezolana-que-reside-en-el-pais-ii-enpove-2022
https://venezolanosenperu.pe/inei-revela-cuanto-ganan-de-salario-los-venezolanos-en-el-peru/
https://venezolanosenperu.pe/inei-revela-cuanto-ganan-de-salario-los-venezolanos-en-el-peru/
https://transparencia.cultura.gob.pe/sites/default/files/transparencia/2022/06/decretos-supremos/pnpaal2030.pdf


PERU (2/2)

The economic impact of sociopolitical instability 
has decreased the availability of fuel and food, 
leading to high food prices and reduced pur-
chasing power, which may affect food security 
(Infobae 26/01/2023; Perú21 16/01/2023; Canal-N 
15/12/2022). For Venezuelans, further delays in 
their regularisation could also restrict access to 
education and public healthcare. Changes in the 
Migration Law in early February 2023, which requires 
regularisation for rent, can also limit their access to 
housing (UNHCR accessed 13/02/2023; El Pitazo 
30/01/2023).

Poor road infrastructure, complex geographical 
areas (such as mountains and deserts), and a lack 
of connectivity between regions, especially in rural 
areas where people in need live, are already hamper-
ing humanitarian access (El Peruano 11/06/2022; 
SNI 31/08/2022; Nature Serve 29/10/2022). Road 
blockades, fuel shortages, and violence during pro-
tests may further hamper humanitarian operations 
from reaching people in need.

1.57M
At least 1.57M Venezuelan migrants, 
asylum seekers, and refugees in 
Peru by December 2022

MARKED DETERIORATION

2015 2023

Time

04 FEBRUARY 2023
Extension of the state

of emergency
for another 60 days

VOA 05/02/2023

07 DECEMBER 2022
Impeachment of Pedro 
Castillo, appointment

of Dina Boluarte as new 
president and start of 

protests
 DW 30/01/202315  NOVEMBER 2020

Impeachment of President 
Manuel Merino and 

appointment of President 
Francisco Sagasti

DW 30/01/2023

28 JULY 2021
Impeachment of President 

Francisco Sagasti and 
appointment of President 

Pedro Castillo
DW 30/01/2023

09 NOVEMBER 2020
Impeachment of President 

MartÍn Vizcarra and 
appointment of President 

Manuel Merino
DW 30/01/2023

23 MARCH 2018
Impeachment of President 

Pedro Pablo Kuczynski, 
appointment of President 
MartÍn Vizcarra and the 

beginning of sociopolitical 
instability

DW 30/01/2023

2015
Start of Venezuelan 

migration to Peru
R4V 06/12/2022

15 DECEMBER 2022
Entry into force of the

first state of emergency
for 30 days

BBC 14/12/2022;
The Guardian 15/01/2023

15 FEBRUARY 2023
Modification of Legislative 
Decree 1236, the Migration 
Law, which imposes new 

restrictions on access to goods 
and services for migrants in an 

irregular situation
UNHCR accessed 13/02/2023;

El Pitazo 30/01/2023

Risk level Medium

Timeline of sociopolitical instability and main migration developments in Peru

Sources: ACAPS using data from R4V (06/12/2022); DW (30/01/2023); BBC (14/12/2022); The Guardian (15/01/2023); VOA (05/02/2023); UNHCR (accessed 
13/02/2023); El Pitazo (30/01/2023)

18  ACAPS GLOBAL RISK ANALYSIS — MARCH 2023

https://www.infobae.com/peru/2023/01/26/crisis-en-madre-de-dios-precios-del-combustible-llega-a-65-soles-por-galon-y-alimentos-escasean-en-la-region/%22%20/t%20%22_blank
https://peru21.pe/peru/regiones-afectadas-por-nuevas-movilizaciones-y-puno-ya-tiene-escasez-de-alimentos-regiones-peru-sur-del-peru-noticias-protestas-en-regiones-violencia-bloqueo-de-carreteras-noticia/
https://canaln.pe/actualidad/bloqueo-carreteras-disminuye-ingreso-camiones-alimentos-lima-n456276
https://canaln.pe/actualidad/bloqueo-carreteras-disminuye-ingreso-camiones-alimentos-lima-n456276
https://elpitazo.net/migracion/peru-obliga-a-venezolanos-y-demas-migrantes-a-probar-situacion-regular-para-alquilar-vivienda/
https://elpitazo.net/migracion/peru-obliga-a-venezolanos-y-demas-migrantes-a-probar-situacion-regular-para-alquilar-vivienda/
https://elperuano.pe/noticia/160292-la-brecha-de-la-conectividad-en-el-peru
https://sni.org.pe/oriente-peruano-es-la-region-que-menos-ha-crecido-en-la-ultima-decada-y-concentra-la-mayor-informalidad-del-pais/
https://explorer.natureserve.org/Taxon/ELEMENT_GLOBAL.2.722573/Cardonales_y_Matorrales_Montanos_Des%C3%A9rticos_Occidentales_de_la_Puna_H%C3%Bameda
https://www.r4v.info/es/document/rmrp-2022
https://www.dw.com/es/inestabilidad-pol%C3%ADtica-en-per%C3%BA-seis-presidentes-en-seis-a%C3%B1os/a-64561587
https://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias-america-latina-63978405
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/jan/15/peru-declares-state-of-emergency-in-lima-after-weeks-of-protests
https://www.voanews.com/a/crisis-hit-peru-expands-state-of-emergency/6949343.html
https://help.unhcr.org/peru/cpp/#:~:text=Es%20un%20documento%20oficial%20para,la%20Superintendencia%20Nacional%20de%20Migraciones.
https://help.unhcr.org/peru/cpp/#:~:text=Es%20un%20documento%20oficial%20para,la%20Superintendencia%20Nacional%20de%20Migraciones.
https://elpitazo.net/migracion/peru-obliga-a-venezolanos-y-demas-migrantes-a-probar-situacion-regular-para-alquilar-vivienda/
https://www.dw.com/es/inestabilidad-pol%C3%ADtica-en-per%C3%BA-seis-presidentes-en-seis-a%C3%B1os/a-64561587
https://www.dw.com/es/inestabilidad-pol%C3%ADtica-en-per%C3%BA-seis-presidentes-en-seis-a%C3%B1os/a-64561587
https://www.r4v.info/es/document/rmrp-2022
https://www.dw.com/es/inestabilidad-pol%C3%ADtica-en-per%C3%BA-seis-presidentes-en-seis-a%C3%B1os/a-64561587
https://www.dw.com/es/inestabilidad-pol%C3%ADtica-en-per%C3%BA-seis-presidentes-en-seis-a%C3%B1os/a-64561587
https://www.dw.com/es/inestabilidad-pol%C3%ADtica-en-per%C3%BA-seis-presidentes-en-seis-a%C3%B1os/a-64561587
https://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias-america-latina-63978405
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/jan/15/peru-declares-state-of-emergency-in-lima-after-weeks-of-protests
https://www.voanews.com/a/crisis-hit-peru-expands-state-of-emergency/6949343.html
https://help.unhcr.org/peru/cpp/#:~:text=Es%20un%20documento%20oficial%20para,la%20Superintendencia%20Nacional%20de%20Migraciones.
https://elpitazo.net/migracion/peru-obliga-a-venezolanos-y-demas-migrantes-a-probar-situacion-regular-para-alquilar-vivienda/


TÜRKIYE/SYRIA (1/2)
Involuntary mass returns of Syrians refugees from 
Türkiye results in displacement, increased protection 
needs and deterioration in the humanitarian situation 
in Northwest Syria

RATIONALE 

The current President of Türkiye, Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, has vowed 
to return one million out of the 3.5 million Syrian refugees in the 
country to 13 areas held by Turkish-backed Syrian opposition 
factions, mainly in Northwest Syria, with no set date yet (PMM 
accessed 14/03/2023; NPA Syria 19/01/2023; MEMO 03/10/2022). 
With the approaching general Turkish elections scheduled in May 
2023, some leaders from the main opposition parties are also 
vowing to return at least two million Syrian refugees within two 
years if they were to win the elections (MEMO 03/10/2022 and 
03/09/2021; NPA Syria 30/01/2023; Arab News 29/06/2022; GT 
20/02/2023). Early opinion polls have pointed to a tight contested 
election in May, with some early polls showing opposition coalition 
parties leading (Al Jazeera 30/01/2023; France 24 22/01/2023; 
OSW 24/01/2023; PolitPro 31/01/2023). The anti-refugee public 
sentiment in Türkiye has been increasing in the past years accord-
ing to opinion polls, in combination with the decline of the economic 
situation generating competition over jobs and services (Arab News 
06/02/2022; NPA Syria 19/01/2023; Al Jazeera 30/01/2023; The 
New Arab 24/06/2022; SWP 21/02/2020; Al Jazeera 27/07/2022). 

The Turkish Government had already announced in 2022 the 
construction of more than 68,000 prefabricated briquette houses 
in areas of Northwest Syria for the return of Syrian refugees (VOA 
26/09/2022; Global Voices 08/05/2022). The construction of 
these houses is part of the bigger project to establish residential 
compounds in 13 areas of northern Syria, which would eventually 
absorb one million Syrian refugees from Türkiye (Al-Monitor 
08/05/2022; Sabah 05/05/2022). Around a half million Syrians have 
already voluntary returned to Syria, some because of economic 
hardship, discrimination, and a general feeling of being unsafe in 
Türkiye (MEMO 03/10/2022; SCF 27/9/2022).  

The earthquakes that hit southeastern Türkiye and northwestern 
Syria in February 2023 could increase the resentment towards 
refugees, as competition over public services and housing would 
likely increase. The deterioration of humanitarian conditions in 
Northwest Syria as a result of the earthquakes will pose challenges 
and delay the Turkish Government’s plans to return Syrian refugees 
to the region.

IMPACT  

The plan of the current Turkish Government and opposition parties 
to return Syrian refugees would expose at least five million people 
to the risk. This figure includes the refugees currently in Türkiye 
and the people residing in Turkish-backed Syrian opposition 
functions in Northwest Syria (NPA Syria 19/01/2023 and 30/01/2023; 
MEMO 03/10/2022 and 03/09/2021; Arab News 29/06/2022; 
GT 20/02/2023). The influx of returnees will put a strain on 
infrastructure and limited resources, worsening humanitarian 
needs in the area (Al-Monitor 08/05/2023; Sabah 05/05/2022; IOM 

13/05/2020; OCHA 18/01/2023). The February earthquakes highly 
affected northwestern Syria, killing more than 51,000 people, 
injuring more than 120,000, and damaging more than 220,000 
buildings, including hospitals (OCHA 06/03/2023 and 24/02/2023; 
IBC 13/02/2023). Prior to the earthquake, Northwest Syria was 
already hosting 2.9 million IDPs, with 1.8 million living in camps. 
Four million people relied on humanitarian assistance, with 3.3 
million being food insecure.

NEW RISK

Risk level Medium

PROBABILITY

IMPACT
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https://en.goc.gov.tr/temporary-protection27
https://en.goc.gov.tr/temporary-protection27
https://npasyria.com/en/91058/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20221003-erdogan-reiterates-vow-to-return-1m-syrian-refugees-revealing-half-a-million-already-returned/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20221003-erdogan-reiterates-vow-to-return-1m-syrian-refugees-revealing-half-a-million-already-returned/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20210903-turkey-opposition-will-send-all-refugees-home-if-they-come-into-power-leader-says/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20210903-turkey-opposition-will-send-all-refugees-home-if-they-come-into-power-leader-says/
https://npasyria.com/en/91680/
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2113401/middle-east
https://georgiatoday.ge/why-are-the-turkish-presidential-and-parliamentary-elections-important/
https://georgiatoday.ge/why-are-the-turkish-presidential-and-parliamentary-elections-important/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/1/30/turkey-opposition-vows-to-strengthen-democracy-ahead-of-may-vote
https://www.france24.com/en/europe/20230122-turkey-to-hold-general-election-on-may-14-one-month-earlier-than-planned
https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/analyses/2023-01-24/turkey-early-elections-ahead
https://politpro.eu/en/turkey/polls/48137/aksoy/2023-01-31
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2019381/middle-east
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2019381/middle-east
https://npasyria.com/en/91058/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/1/30/turkey-opposition-vows-to-strengthen-democracy-ahead-of-may-vote
https://www.newarab.com/features/deporting-syrians-has-become-election-promise-turkey
https://www.newarab.com/features/deporting-syrians-has-become-election-promise-turkey
https://www.swp-berlin.org/en/publication/syrian-refugees-in-turkey-changing-attitudes-and-fortunes
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/7/27/rising-anti-refugee-sentiment-leads-debate-turkey
https://www.voanews.com/a/turkey-signals-possible-rapprochement-with-syria-/6763615.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/turkey-signals-possible-rapprochement-with-syria-/6763615.html
https://globalvoices.org/2022/05/08/turkey-unveils-an-initiative-that-would-send-one-million-syrian-refugees-back/
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2022/05/syrian-opposition-wary-erdogans-plan-return-1-million-refugees
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2022/05/syrian-opposition-wary-erdogans-plan-return-1-million-refugees
https://www.sabah.com.tr/galeri/yasam/son-dakika-1-milyon-suriyeli-multeci-eve-donuyor-iste-suriyelilerin-8-asamali-eve-donus-uygulamasi
https://stockholmcf.org/syrian-refugees-returning-home-as-part-of-turkeys-voluntary-program-compelled-to-leave-due-to-increasing-anti-migrant-sentiment/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20221003-erdogan-reiterates-vow-to-return-1m-syrian-refugees-revealing-half-a-million-already-returned/
https://stockholmcf.org/syrian-refugees-returning-home-as-part-of-turkeys-voluntary-program-compelled-to-leave-due-to-increasing-anti-migrant-sentiment/
https://npasyria.com/en/91058/
https://npasyria.com/en/91680/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20221003-erdogan-reiterates-vow-to-return-1m-syrian-refugees-revealing-half-a-million-already-returned/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20210903-turkey-opposition-will-send-all-refugees-home-if-they-come-into-power-leader-says/
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2113401/middle-east
https://georgiatoday.ge/why-are-the-turkish-presidential-and-parliamentary-elections-important/
https://www.sabah.com.tr/galeri/yasam/son-dakika-1-milyon-suriyeli-multeci-eve-donuyor-iste-suriyelilerin-8-asamali-eve-donus-uygulamasi
https://www.iom.int/news/forced-returns-migrants-must-be-suspended-times-covid-19
https://www.iom.int/news/forced-returns-migrants-must-be-suspended-times-covid-19
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/situation_report_-_north-west_syria_-_18_jan_2023.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkiye-2023-earthquakes-situation-report-no-7-6-march-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/turkiye-2023-earthquakes-situation-report-no-4-23-february-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/devastating-earthquakes-southern-turkiye-and-northern-syria-monday-13-february-2023-situation-report-updated-2359-gmt3-turkiye-syria-earthquakes-1-week-158000-evacuated-more-one-million-homeless-region


TÜRKIYE/SYRIA (2/2)

Northwest Syria faces very high humanitarian access constrains in 
an area where politics and humanitarian issues overlap. Cross-bor-
der and crossline operations have been highly constrained and 
since 2014 regularly re-negotiated at the UNSC level. Aid for 
Northwest Syria is highly politicised and has been limited by 
authorities in charge of different areas. Damaged infrastructure 
from the conflict and earthquakes further complicates humani-
tarian access in the region, potentially hampering the provision 
of assistance to returnees (ISPI MED accessed 13/03/2023; 
The Guardian 07/02/2023; CARE et al. 06/01/2023; Al Jazeera 
06/02/2023; ACLED accessed 14/05/2022). 

Many returnees to Syria are facing grave human rights violations, 
torture, and blackmail by the Government of Syria and the different 
opposition militias. Future returnees from Türkiye are likely to face 
similar protection concerns (HRW 24/10/2022; STJ 14/02/2022; 
EASO 06/2021). On the longer term, if the areas of return would 
come under the control of the Syrian army – whether to prevent 
Turkish advancement or in coordination with Türkiye – there 
would be heightened concerns for the safety of those perceived 
by the Government of Syria as opposition figures and activists 
(HRW 17/08/2022; VOA 23/12/2020; AI 18/10/2019; The Guardian 
23/08/2022).

 
 

NEW RISK

Risk level Medium

Source: ACAPS using data from UNHCR (17/01/2023)  and Liveumap (accessed 13/02/2022)

Provincial breakdown of Syrian refugees in Türkiye as at January 2023

Disclaimer: the boundaries and names depicted, as well as the data used on this map, do not represent ACAPS's official sponsorship or 
acceptance. ACAPS is not liable for the map's misuse or misrepresentation
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https://ispo-zcmp.campaign-view.eu/ua/viewinbrowser?od=3zfa5fd7b18d05b90a8ca9d41981ba8bf3&rd=166050cd589e9b9&sd=166050cd5898e0e&n=124296e0491e31&mrd=166050cd58969aa&m=1
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/feb/07/syria-earthquake-aftermath-aid-politics
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/10-things-you-need-know-about-potential-syria-border-closure
https://www.aljazeera.net/news/liveblog/2023/2/6/%D8%B9%D8%B4%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%AA%D9%84%D9%89-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D9%88%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A1
https://www.aljazeera.net/news/liveblog/2023/2/6/%D8%B9%D8%B4%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%AA%D9%84%D9%89-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D9%88%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A1
https://acleddata.com/mapping-territorial-control-in-syria/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/10/24/turkey-hundreds-refugees-deported-syria
https://stj-sy.org/en/turkey-continues-to-forcibly-return-refugees-ignoring-international-warnings-that-syria-is-still-unsafe/
https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/publications/2021_06_EASO_Syria_Situation_returnees_from_abroad.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/08/17/turkey/syria-civilians-risk-northern-syria
https://www.voanews.com/a/extremism-watch_syrias-afrin-yazidis-are-fearful-following-recent-attacks/6199920.html
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2019/10/syria-damning-evidence-of-war-crimes-and-other-violations-by-turkish-forces-and-their-allies/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/aug/23/turkeys-rapprochement-with-syria-leaves-regional-refugees-fearful
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/aug/23/turkeys-rapprochement-with-syria-leaves-regional-refugees-fearful
https://reliefweb.int/map/turkiye/unhcr-turkiye-provincial-breakdown-syrian-refugees-turkiye-12-january-2023
https://syria.liveuamap.com/


ZIMBABWE (1/2)
Electoral violence, compounded by the deepening 
economic crisis, leads to protection incidents and 
increased food insecurity across the country

RATIONALE

General elections in Zimbabwe are scheduled for July or August 
2023. Regularly disputed and contested results because of electoral 
malpractices since 1995 and episodes of political violence make 
tensions around elections also probable this year (ASC Leiden 
15/03/2002; Vox 02/08/2018; The Guardian 09/08/2013; EISA 
accessed 15/02/2023). In 2022, there were more than 140 protests 
and riots and 2,000 cases of political violence countrywide, an 
increase by more than half compared to the cases recorded in 2021 
(VOA 03/11/2022; ACLED accessed 13/02/2023; DW 30/12/2022; 
AllAfrice 19/01/2023; Stratfor 23/01/2023). Divisive remarks by 
some politicians about the upcoming elections are likely to be a 
breeding ground for violence (VOA 12/07/2022). Opposition rallies 
are already experiencing violent incidents resulting in injuries, fatali-
ties, and the postponement of their rallies (The Star 28/02/2022; US 
News 28/02/2022; AllAfrica 31/01/2023; Al Jazeera 26/10/2022). 

The present Government has yet to implement any promised 
electoral reforms recommended by the EU Election Observation 
Missions after the 2018 elections (VOA 20/05/2022; The Stand-
ard 18/12/2022). Opposition parties are also distrustful of the 
institutions tasked with managing the electoral process – i.e. the 
Zimbabwe Electoral Commission and the courts tasked with hearing 

electoral issues (The Mirror 05/04/2022; AllAfrica 31/07/2015; 
ICG 21/08/2018; Africa Portal 31/12/2018).

Each side is unlikely to concede defeat because they are confident 
of victory, and supporters of the losing candidate may refuse 
to accept the electoral outcome (BNN Bloomberg 21/02/2023; 
Pindula News 08/12/2022).

Foreign investors are likely to be sceptical of investing during the 
electoral period because of possible insecurity. The withdrawal of 
foreign investment could lead to a rise in unemployment rates and 
a decrease in purchasing power. As at 1 February 2023, inflation 
stood at 229.8%. It is likely to remain above 200% in 2023. Increased 
inflation and further currency devaluation resulting from economic 
disruptions could contribute to further increasing the prices of 
imported goods, such as fertilisers, food, and petroleum products 
(AA 19/01/2023; IMF accessed 08/03/2023; Mondaq 15/02/2021; 
TE accessed 15/02/2023; AP 25/06/2022; DW 09/01/2016). 

IMPACT

Social unrest following the elections will likely increase police 
violence, arbitrary arrests, and forced disappearances. The violence 
will likely disrupt access to services, such as education and health, 

and lead to the damage or destruction of business properties. There 
will also likely be an increase in cases of sexual and gender-based 
violence, which the military and police have been accused of 
during protests, especially in areas where there are no civil society 
organisations monitoring or reporting on the situation. Survivors 
will require healthcare and psychological support, as well as access 
to legal services (The Guardian 31/01/2019; OHCHR 10/06/2020; 
HRW 09/08/2014; AI 15/09/2022; DW 09/01/2016).

The increase in fertiliser prices will likely further affect households 
already experiencing low agricultural produce because of succes-
sive drought and climate changes, leaving them vulnerable to food 
insecurity (EIU 25/06/2020; Fitch Solutions 12/05/2022; WFP 
19/08/2022). Eight million people were estimated to experience IPC 
3 or worse levels of food insecurity in December 2022, an increase 
of around 200,000 people from November 2022 and of 400,000 
from October. A further reduction in household purchasing power, 
the devaluation of the local currency, and an increase in the prices 
of food and fertilisers could increase the number of food-insecure 
people by mid-2023 (WFP 18/01/2023; FAO 22/12/2023). 

NEW RISK

Risk level Medium

PROBABILITY

IMPACT
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https://www.ascleiden.nl/content/webdossiers/zimbabwean-elections
https://www.ascleiden.nl/content/webdossiers/zimbabwean-elections
https://www.vox.com/world/2018/8/2/17642660/zimbabwe-election-2018-violence-protest-sham
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/aug/09/robert-mugabe-election-win-zimbabwe
https://www.eisa.org/wep/zim2008trends.htm
https://www.eisa.org/wep/zim2008trends.htm
https://www.voazimbabwe.com/a/6818233.html
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.dw.com/en/zimbabwe-gears-up-for-2023-election-amid-economic-woes/a-64232802
https://allafrica.com/stories/202301190106.html
https://www.voazimbabwe.com/a/6655493.html
https://www.the-star.co.ke/news/africa/2022-02-28-deadly-attack-at-zimbabwe-opposition-rally/
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2022-02-28/zimbabwe-1-dead-after-clashes-at-opposition-party-rally
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2022-02-28/zimbabwe-1-dead-after-clashes-at-opposition-party-rally
https://allafrica.com/stories/202301310104.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2022/10/26/zimbabwe-regime-sanctions-zanupf
https://www.voanews.com/a/eu-calls-for-zimbabwe-to-implement-electoral-reforms-ahead-of-2023-polls-/6582152.html
https://www.pressreader.com/zimbabwe/the-standard-zimbabwe/20221218/282243784648961
https://www.pressreader.com/zimbabwe/the-standard-zimbabwe/20221218/282243784648961
https://masvingomirror.com/public-mistrust-in-zec-behind-voter-apathy/
https://allafrica.com/stories/201507310950.html
https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/southern-africa/zimbabwe/after-elections-zimbabwe-governments-legitimacy-limbo
https://www.africaportal.org/publications/bounded-autonomy-what-limits-zimbabweans-trust-their-courts-and-electoral-commission/
https://www.bnnbloomberg.ca/zimbabwe-opposition-eyes-election-victory-despite-fears-of-rigging-1.1886142
https://zero.pindula.co.zw/zanu-pf-confident-of-victory-in-2023-general-elections/
https://allafrica.com/stories/202301190106.html
https://www.imf.org/en/Countries/ZWE
https://www.mondaq.com/inward-foreign-investment/886666/investing-in-zimbabwe
https://apnews.com/article/inflation-middle-east-africa-56399743fe9ad28692c88c007bb901d6
https://www.dw.com/en/zimbabwe-marred-by-unrest-businesses-call-for-end-to-protests/a-19518120
https://www.ohchr.org/en/news/2020/06/zimbabwe-un-experts-demand-immediate-end-abductions-and-torture
https://www.refworld.org/topic,50ffbce582,50ffbce58e,53e9cf054,0,HRW,COUNTRYNEWS,ZWE.html
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/09/zimbabwe-authorities-launch-crackdown-against-students/
https://www.dw.com/en/zimbabwe-marred-by-unrest-businesses-call-for-end-to-protests/a-19518120
https://country.eiu.com/article.aspx?articleid=1069782690&Country=Zimbabwe&topic=Economy&subtopic=Forecast&subsubtopic=Monetary+policy+outlook
https://www.fitchsolutions.com/country-risk/rising-inflation-will-lead-hawkish-tilt-zimbabwe-2023-12-05-2022
https://reliefweb.int/report/zimbabwe/zimbabwe-food-security-and-markets-monitoring-report-july-2022
https://reliefweb.int/report/zimbabwe/zimbabwe-food-security-and-markets-monitoring-report-july-2022
https://reliefweb.int/report/zimbabwe/zimbabwe-food-security-and-markets-monitoring-report-december-2022
https://reliefweb.int/report/zimbabwe/impact-ukraine-crisis-zimbabwe-december-2022%22%20/t%20%22_blank


ZIMBABWE (2/2)
 

 

NEW RISK

Risk level Medium

Rise in inflation since February 2022 as a result of numerous economic shocks

Source: ACAPS using data from Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe (accessed 14/03/2023); TE (accessed 14/03/2023)

Inflation rate Food inflation rate
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https://www.rbz.co.zw/index.php/research/markets/inflation
https://tradingeconomics.com/zimbabwe/food-inflation#:~:text=Food%20Inflation%20in%20Zimbabwe%20averaged,percent%20in%20December%20of%202009.


ARMENIA/AZERBAIJAN
(1/2)
Escalation of conflict between Armenian and Azerbaijan 
in Nagorno-Karabakh triggered by the Lachin corridor 
blockade results in population displacement and increased 
humanitarian needs

RATIONALE  

Since 12 December 2022, Azerbaijan has blocked the Lachin 
corridor, which connects Nagorno-Karabakh with Armenia (France 
24 25/12/2022). There have been reports of shortages of essential 
medicine and food as a result of the blockade, affecting those 
living in Nagorno-Karabakh, largely ethnic Armenians (Reuters 
22/12/2022; Euractiv 28/12/2022; BBC 06/01/2023). Gas and 
electricity provision and internet connectivity have been disrupted 
during the blockade, demonstrating Azerbaijan’s ability to affect the 
access to essential resources of Nagorno-Karabakh residents (Aza-

tutyun 17/01/2023; OC Media 17/01/2023; MassisPost 17/01/2023; 
RFE/RL 17/01/2023; Eurasianet 16/12/2022; CEIP 15/12/2022). 

The Lachin corridor, which runs across Azerbaijani territory, is the 
only land connection between Armenia and the Nagorno-Karabakh 
enclave. The Azerbaijani Government reports that the road is 

open for Russian peacekeepers and emergency services of the 
International Committee of the Red Cross, but transit is still limited 
for trucks transporting essential goods and for stranded civilians 
(RFE/RL 10/01/2023; France 24 07/01/2023; HRW 21/12/2022). On 
22 February 2023, the International Court of Justice issued a 
provisional measure ordering Azerbaijan to end the blockage of 
Lachin corridor (Forbes 25/02/2023). Armenia is accusing Azer-
baijan of ignoring these orders (Asbarez 03/03/2023; Panorama.
am 04/03/2023). 

Nagorno-Karabakh is a long-disputed area between Azerbaijan and 
Armenia. In September 2020, tensions between the two countries 
over the Nagorno-Karabakh region escalated into armed conflict, 
killing more than 140 civilians and thousands of combatants. On 9 
November 2020, the countries signed a ceasefire agreement, but 
tensions still continued. In September 2022, clashes between the 
two countries resulted in 207 dead or missing people, internally 

displaced 7,600, affected 160,000 in total, and damaged over 
90 buildings (IFRC 07/10/2022). Nagorno-Karabakh has been 
recognised as part of Azerbaijan since 1993 but is de facto con-
trolled by an ethnic Armenian administration (CEIP 11/11/2020; 
ICG 10/11/2020). Russia has previously intervened to mitigate 
tensions between the two countries over Nagorno-Karabakh and 
has a peacekeeping troop on the Lachin corridor (Time 18/01/2023; 
France 24 25/12/2022). 

Since the beginning of the blockade, in December 2022, Russia 
has taken a distant role in the situation because of its war with 
Ukraine. The current tensions between Armenia and Azerbaijan 
could result in renewed hostilities between the two countries, 
with a subsequent humanitarian implication similar to those in 
September 2020 and 2022.

NEW RISK

Risk level Low

PROBABILITY

IMPACT
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https://www.france24.com/en/europe/20221225-thousands-rally-in-nagorno-karabakh-to-protest-blockade-of-armenia-land-link
https://www.france24.com/en/europe/20221225-thousands-rally-in-nagorno-karabakh-to-protest-blockade-of-armenia-land-link
https://www.reuters.com/world/armenia-says-food-shortages-hit-nagorno-karabakh-amid-azerbaijan-blockade-2022-12-22/
https://www.reuters.com/world/armenia-says-food-shortages-hit-nagorno-karabakh-amid-azerbaijan-blockade-2022-12-22/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/azerbaijan/news/azerbaijan-demands-karabakh-mine-access-as-condition-to-end-protests-blocking-road/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-64174164
https://www.azatutyun.am/a/32227135.html
https://www.azatutyun.am/a/32227135.html
https://oc-media.org/nagorno-karabakh-reports-gas-cut-for-second-time-since-start-of-blockade/
https://massispost.com/2023/01/azerbaijan-again-cuts-off-gas-supply-to-artsakh/
https://www.azatutyun.am/a/32227135.html
https://eurasianet.org/gas-restored-to-karabakh-but-road-remains-closed-for-fifth-day
https://carnegieendowment.org/politika/88651
https://www.rferl.org/a/karabakh-lachin-corridor-reopening-armenia-azerbaijan/32216806.html
https://www.france24.com/en/europe/20230107-young-travellers-from-nagorno-karabakh-stranded-by-closure-of-lachin-corridor
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/12/21/azerbaijan-nagorno-karabakh-lifeline-road-blocked
https://www.forbes.com/sites/ewelinaochab/2023/02/25/international-court-of-justice-orders-azerbaijan-to-end-nagorno-karabakh-roadblock/
https://asbarez.com/azerbaijan-being-accused-of-ignoring-international-court-order-on-lachin-corridor/
https://www.panorama.am/en/news/2023/03/04/Artsakh-ombudsman/2802689
https://www.panorama.am/en/news/2023/03/04/Artsakh-ombudsman/2802689
https://adore.ifrc.org/Download.aspx?FileId=582925
https://carnegiemoscow.org/commentary/83202
https://www.crisisgroup.org/europe-central-asia/caucasus/nagorno-karabakh-conflict/getting-ceasefire-peace-nagorno-karabakh
https://time.com/6247979/russia-nagorno-karabakh-humanitarian-crisis/
https://www.france24.com/en/europe/20221225-thousands-rally-in-nagorno-karabakh-to-protest-blockade-of-armenia-land-link


ARMENIA/AZERBAIJAN (2/2)
IMPACT   

An escalation of conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan in 
Nagorno-Karabakh will expose at least 1.5 million people in 
and around the contested region to conflict, displacement, and 
humanitarian needs (Statistical Committee of Armenia accessed 
13/03/2023; UNHCR accessed 29/05/2022). Previous conflict 
between the two countries killed more than 25,000 people and 
displaced more than one million (HRW 01/12/1994; UNSDG 
19/10/2021; DW 14/07/2020). The conflict escalation is expected 
to increase the displacement of mainly ethnically Armenian resi-
dents from Nagorno-Karabakh. Most likely, the displacement will 
be towards areas in Armenia, as has happened during previous 
hostilities (IFRC 07/10 /2022). Because the area still has landmines 
from the 1988–1994 conflict and the 2020 hostilities, relocation 
and displacement would increase protection incidents (HALO 
accessed 11/01/2023; Al Jazeera 09/11/2021).

The displacement of people and forced confinements during con-
flict disrupt income-generating activities, especially in agriculture. 
During previous hostilities, one of the main priorities was restoring 
livelihood support so that people could meet their basic needs, 
particularly regarding food.

During past conflicts between the two countries, various diseases 
affected the health of displaced populations, including COVID-19, 
monkeypox, waterborne diseases, and other vaccine-preventable 
diseases (IFRC 07/10/2022). Future hostilities will likely cause 
displacement, which will lead to shelter needs. In 2020, shelter 
was one of the priority needs (Artsakh Ombudsman 01/11/2020). 

Displacement, livelihood disruptions, fighting, and insecurity will 
also result in an increased need for mental health and psychosocial 
support to overcome stress and trauma (IFRC 07/10/2022). 

 

NEW RISK

Risk level Low

Source: ACAPS using data from UNHCR  (xx/xx/xxxx)

Nagorno-Karabakh Enclave and Lachin Corridor

Disclaimer: the boundaries and names depicted, as well as the data used on this map, do not represent ACAPS's official sponsorship or 
acceptance. ACAPS is not liable for the map's misuse or misrepresentation
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https://data2.unhcr.org/en/country/arm?secret=unhcrrestricted
https://unsdg.un.org/latest/stories/migration-and-displacement-armenia-three-stories-loss-and-perseverance
https://unsdg.un.org/latest/stories/migration-and-displacement-armenia-three-stories-loss-and-perseverance
https://www.dw.com/en/armenia-azerbaijan-clashes-leave-several-dead-in-worst-hostilities-in-years/a-54178364
https://adore.ifrc.org/Download.aspx?FileId=582925
https://www.halotrust.org/where-we-work/europe-and-caucasus/nagorno-karabakh/
https://www.halotrust.org/where-we-work/europe-and-caucasus/nagorno-karabakh/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/11/9/nagorno-karabakh-a-land-still-laced-with-mines-a-year-after-war
https://adore.ifrc.org/Download.aspx?FileId=582925
https://artsakhombuds.am/en/news/476
https://adore.ifrc.org/Download.aspx?FileId=582925
https://reliefweb.int/map/turkiye/unhcr-turkiye-provincial-breakdown-syrian-refugees-turkiye-12-january-2023


TUNISIA (1/2)
A political deadlock and economic deterioration increase 
protests and civil strikes, leading to  clashes between civilians 
and security forces and increased food and livelihood needs, 
especially in central western governorates

RATIONALE 

Following the Jasmine revolution in 2011, Tunisia has been 
experiencing a sharp socioeconomic crisis marked by high unem-
ployment, particularly among educated youth, and slow economic 
growth. A mismanagement of the country’s finances has led to 
shortages in foreign currency reserves, affecting imports and the 
availability of some food items in the market, such as milk, butter, 
and sugar (WB 06/09/2022; JT 08/09/2022; The North Africa 
Post 21/01/2023). The IMF has frozen an agreement meant to 
help the Government get loans to pay public sector salaries and 
fill budget gaps aggravated by the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
fallout from Russia-Ukraine war. The loan is conditioned on political 
reforms that have not been met until today (AP 24/12/2022 and 
06/03/02022; Al Jazeera 18/12/2022; The New Arab 30/01/2023). 
Even if an IMF loan is secured, the Government will still likely have 
to follow the IMF conditions and reduce food and energy subsidies, 
driving more protests across the country (Reuters 29/10/2022). 

People have been increasingly protesting to remove President 
Kais Saied since he sacked the parliament in July 2021 (France 
24 25/07/2021). Most people consider the political deadlock a 
major reason for the increase in food and fuel prices (Reuters 
25/09/2022; The New Arab 15/10/2022).

By September 2022, people had started experiencing shortages 
of commodities in markets, increasing discontent with the way the 
President was running the country (The National News 06/09/2022; 
Al Araby 29/08/2022; AP 11/10/2022). The Government’s inability 
to pay subsidies and public salaries has already triggered strikes, 
such as in the bakery and transportation sectors (The New Arab 
07/12/2022; Al Jazeera 02/01/2023). 

Inflation rates have been following a steady upward trend since July 
2021 and will likely continue to increase alongside food prices (TE 
accessed 14/02/2023). The number and intensity of protests will 
likely increase, with a possibility of clashes with security forces. 
Major strikes in the education and health sectors are also likely to 
take place, as disruptions to their access to these services will likely 
increase people’s frustration with the Government. It is also likely 
that organised civil unions, such as the Tunisian General Labour 
Union, will be calling for even more protests and igniting a social 
uprising until the removal of the President.

MARKED DETERIORATION

Risk level Low

PROBABILITY

IMPACT
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https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2022/09/06/tunisia-pressing-reform-needed-to-help-stabilize-public-finances
https://jordantimes.com/news/business/imported-food-stuffs%E2%80%99-shortage-felt-tunisia
https://northafricapost.com/64559-tunisia-social-tension-mounting-difficult-to-overcome-multidimensional-crisis-looming.html
https://northafricapost.com/64559-tunisia-social-tension-mounting-difficult-to-overcome-multidimensional-crisis-looming.html
https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-inflation-politics-economy-international-monetary-fund-47df9ae0213b0e528d5a1d230d9fbe64
https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-business-africa-lifestyle-middle-east-1b41faaa7ac0984d0673023b68d39a70
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/12/18/low-voter-turnout-clear-message-to-saied-democratic-bloc-leader
https://www.newarab.com/news/turnout-113-tunisians-vote-toothless-parliament
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/tunisia-start-difficult-economic-reforms-soon-cbank-governor-2022-10-29/
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20210725-tunisian-president-saied-sacks-prime-minister-mechichi-suspends-parliament
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20210725-tunisian-president-saied-sacks-prime-minister-mechichi-suspends-parliament
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/tunisians-protest-against-poverty-high-prices-food-shortages-2022-09-25/
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/tunisians-protest-against-poverty-high-prices-food-shortages-2022-09-25/
https://www.newarab.com/news/tunisian-protesters-denounce-coup-demand-presidents-removal
https://www.thenationalnews.com/mena/2022/09/06/tunisia-hit-by-subsidised-food-shortages/
https://www.alaraby.com/news/%D9%86%D9%82%D8%B5-%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D9%82%D9%88%D8%AF-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%86%D8%B3-%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AC%D9%87-%D8%A3%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%BA%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%A1
https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-africa-business-north-4352a932216557ee3d2d23e0de377be1
https://www.newarab.com/news/tunisian-bakers-strike-again-over-unpaid-subsidies
https://www.newarab.com/news/tunisian-bakers-strike-again-over-unpaid-subsidies
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/1/2/strike-paralyses-transport-system-in-the-tunisian-capital
https://tradingeconomics.com/tunisia/inflation-cpi
https://tradingeconomics.com/tunisia/inflation-cpi


TUNISIA (2/2)
IMPACT 

About 2.5 million people (more than 21% of Tunisia’s population) 
who live under the poverty line will likely experience difficulties 
in accessing food and employment in case of a social uprising in 
Tunisia (BBC 16/10/2022; Shems FM 17/10/2021; Afrigate News 
23/01/2022).

States in the central western governorates (Al-Kaf, Beja, Kairouan, 
and Kasserine), who already have the highest poverty rates in 
Tunisia, will likely be the most affected. Kairouan, in particular, 
has the largest number of people living below the poverty line 
(nearly 200,000), ten times higher than in Tunis governorate. The 
central western governorates are also the least served in terms of 
access to services, such as education and livelihoods (Inkyfada 
23/09/2021). These social and economic vulnerabilities will likely 
increase the impact of a social uprising on the residents of cities 
in the central western region of Tunisia. 

A social uprising will further hinder efforts to obtain loans from 
the IMF or even the World Bank, meaning that food prices will 
likely increase further. The import of food items will also likely be 
limited, as the Government will continue to lack foreign currency 
to do so. A social uprising will also aggravate the socioeconomic 
crisis Tunisia is facing, leading to higher unemployment rates that 
will affect mainly the livelihoods of the most vulnerable people.

 

MARKED DETERIORATION

Risk level Low

Inflation and food inflation rates between February 2022 and January 2023 

Source: ACAPS using data from Statista (accessed 14/02/2023) and TE (accessed 14/02/2023)

Inflation rate

Food inflation rate

Unemployment rate in Tunisia between 2000–2023

Source: ACAPS using data from Macrotrends (accessed 13/03/2023) and TE (accessed 13/03/2023)

Unemployment rate
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https://www.bbc.com/arabic/interactivity-63278024
https://www.shemsfm.net/amp/ar/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1_%D8%A3%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%86%D8%B3_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D8%B7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9/321457/%D8%A3%D9%83%D8%AB%D8%B1-%D9%85%D9%86-%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%88500-%D8%A3%D9%84%D9%81-%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%86%D8%B3%D9%8A-%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%AA-%D8%AE%D8%B7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D9%82%D8%B1
https://www.afrigatenews.net/article/2-4-%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%86%D8%B3%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%B4%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%AA-%D8%AE%D8%B7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D9%82%D8%B1/
https://www.afrigatenews.net/article/2-4-%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%86%D8%B3%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%B4%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%AA-%D8%AE%D8%B7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D9%82%D8%B1/
https://inkyfada.com/en/2021/09/23/tunisia-poverty-map/
https://inkyfada.com/en/2021/09/23/tunisia-poverty-map/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1191440/monthly-inflation-rate-in-tunisia/#:~:text=The%20inflation%20rate%20in%20Tunisia,month%20of%20the%20previous%20year.
https://tradingeconomics.com/tunisia/inflation-cpi
https://www.macrotrends.net/countries/TUN/tunisia/unemployment-rate#:~:text=Unemployment%20refers%20to%20the%20share,a%201.46%25%20increase%20from%202019
https://tradingeconomics.com/tunisia/unemployment-rate


LATEST 
DEVELOPMENTS 
TO WATCH (1/2)

ITALY
New restrictions and potential logistical delays in issuing 
needed permissions for humanitarian organisations’ rescue 
ships will likely increase the number of missing migrants and 
asylum seekers in the Mediterranean

Towards the end of 2022, the newly elected Italian Government 
made amendments to a decree issued by the Ministry of Interior 
in 2018 known as the Security Decree. The amendments concern 
restrictions around the stay and disembarkation of both commercial 
and rescue ships in Italian waters of the Mediterranean Sea. The 
decree states that organisations will only be able to carry out a 
single rescue each time they are at sea after obtaining permissions 
from the Sea Coordination Centre, whereas ships usually carry 
out multiple rescues. At the same time, the Government recently 
started assigning ports for NGO rescue ships to dock, which are 
far away from Sicily where NGO boats normally disembark after 
rescuing migrants and asylum seekers.  and people stranded at sea 
would face an increasing risk of drowningduring bad weather and 
sea conditions (MSF 05/01/2023; Gazzetta Ufficiale 02/01/2023). 
Both measures could result in significant delays for rescue ships 
to return to search-and-rescue operation areas. 

In the event of any political interference or bureaucratic delay, 
some logistical delays will likely occur during the implementation 
of these procedures. This could further hinder rescue operations. 
People stranded at sea risk dehydration and drowning, since 
migration boats are unsafe. Children, especially unaccompanied 
ones, are the most at risk (Al Jazeera 05/11/2022; UN 10/06/2022). 
Without the timely rescue of migrants and asylum seekers, they 
will face higher risks of drowning at sea or increased needs for 
urgent healthcare.

MOLDOVA (1/2)
Russian interference escalating violence in Moldova results 
in security concerns and disrupts access to services and 
humanitarian aid

Anti-government protests attended by thousands of people began 
in Chisinau, Moldova, in September 2022 and have continued into 
early 2023 because of the high cost of living. The protests were 
organised by pro-Russia political parties with funding from Russia 
(France 24 20/02/2023; BBC 20/02/2023; Reuters 18/09/2022). 
Russia is likely aiming to fuel the social tensions and political 
instability in Moldova to interfere in Moldova’s path to the EU 
(VOA 10/02/2023; AP 10/03/2023).

The protests are happening in a period of socioeconomic distress 
caused by the combined negative economic impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the effects of the 2020 drought, and the Russian invasion 
of Ukraine, which triggered a refugee influx in 2022. These have been 
compounded by an energy crisis, after a 30% reduction of gas supply 
by Russia in October 2022, which reached 50% by the end of 2022 
(Warsaw Institute 22/12/2022; BBC 20/02/2023; UN 21/01/2023; 
WB 20/12/2022; Balkan Insight 07/03/2022; UNECE 07/10/2022; 
Atlantic Council 05/12/2022). Energy costs are affecting poor 
households, particularly those in rural areas (UNDP 09/09/2022; 
BBC 20/02/2023; ECFR 13/10/2022; Reuters 28/11/2022; France 
24 20/02/2023). The inflation rate in December 2022 reached 30%, 
up from 14% during the same period in 2021 (IONITA 11/01/2023). 
Both the Moldovan and refugee populations have been affected 
by economic hardship and become more reliant on governmental 
and international support (REACH 31/01/2023). Ukrainian refugees 
continue to arrive in the country, with almost 110,000 present as at 
mid-March 2023, up from 90,000 in October 2022 (UNHCR accessed 
10/03/2023; ILO 24/10/2022).
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LATEST 
DEVELOPMENTS 
TO WATCH (2/2)

MOLDOVA (2/2)

Overall, Moldova received almost 650,000 Ukrainian refugees and 
77,000 third-country nationals since late February 2022 (UNHCR 
accessed 13/03/2023).

Russia is known to have plans to destabilise Moldova by sending 
armed individuals into Moldova to take control of state institution 
buildings by force, a situation that can be aggravated by the 
presence of Russian military forces in Transnistria, designated 
by the Council of Europe as a Russian-occupied territory of 
Moldova (ECFR 29/07/2022; Balkan Insight 16/03/2022; RFE/
RL 09/02/2023, FP 15/02/2023). Social unrest and a potential 
violent overthrow of the EU-oriented Government would result in 
the disruption of services and humanitarian response in Moldova, 
as well as overall reduced security and access in the country (EU 
Observer 13/02/2023; ECCEU 08/02/2023; Politico 10/02/2023; 
AP 10/03/2023).

YEMEN
The formation of a new military force under the chairman 
of the Presidential Leadership Council (PLC) risks sparking 
renewed tensions among members of the anti-Houthi 
front, leading to fighting in the south, which would result in 
displacements and social and economic deterioration

On 29 January, the head of the PLC Rashed Al Alimi issued a 
presidential decree to establish new reserve military units under 
its command called the National Shield Forces, with the support of 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) (Asharq Al-Awsat 31/01/2023). 
The decision is an effort to unify under one structure all military 
units in areas under the control of the Internationally Recognized 
Government of Yemen (IRG), but it has raised concerns that the 
new military formation will be a presidential force competing with 
armed groups under the command of other members of the PLC, 
namely those affiliated with the Southern Transitional Council (STC) 
(South24 30/01/2023; Arab News 30/01/2023). Under the Riyadh 
Agreement signed in 2019, all IRG and STC forces should fall under 
the supervision of the KSA. As the agreement stalled, the KSA has 
tried to find new opportunities to strengthen its influence among 
the fragmented southern governorates under the nominal control 
of the IRG but de facto ruled by a number of different forces, mainly 
the STC. Depending on how the president of the PLC will determine 
the real objectives and location of the National Shield Forces, 
there is a risk of escalating tensions within the anti-Houthi front, 
de-legitimising the PLC, and leading to fighting among different 
armed groups in IRG-controlled governorates (MEI 31/01/2023). 
The fighting would likely result in displacement and economic 
deterioration, with the risk of violence spreading to other areas if 
the DFA takes advantage of the situation to re-ignite expansionist 
efforts, particularly around Ma’rib. ACAPS continues to monitor the 
situation, particularly in light of talks among the warring parties 
for the renewal of the truce agreement. 
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UPDATE
FROM THE
OCTOBER 2022
RISK ANALYSIS
This is an update of the risks 
identified in the last Global Risk 
Analysis report published in 
October 2022.

COLOMBIA

In January 2023, ACAPS raised a risk on Dialogue and negotiations 
between the Colombian Government and armed groups deteriorate 
the security situation in targeted regions and increase attacks against 
civilians in areas under their influence. As at March 2023, while 
dialogue and negotiations are ongoing, attacks against civilians, 
including forced displacement, confinement and HRD killings 
persist in areas under the influence or disputed by armed groups. 
For more information of current active risks, and evolution of past 
risks, ACAPS raised for Colombia you can read our Colombia Risk 
Analysis Update report. 

COASTAL COUNTRIES OF WEST AFRICA

The expansion of armed groups from central Sahel to coastal 
countries (Bénin, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, and Togo) leads to 
displacement and increased food insecurity  

This risk is materialising at a slow pace. A progressive deterioration 
of the security situation in the northern regions of West African 
coastal countries is observed. Between October 2022 and January 
2023, more than 73 violent incidents involving mostly non-state 
armed groups have been reported in the northern regions of 
Benin, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, and Togo (Africanews 28/12/2022). 
On the same period in 2022, around 30 incidents were reported 
(ACLED accessed 13/03/2023). These incidents included attacks 
on civilians and security forces, kidnappings, the destruction of 
property, and the use of improvised explosive devices. Benin is 
the country recording the highest number of attacks by armed 
groups, followed by Togo. In Côte d’Ivoire and Ghana, the attacks 
are on a smaller scale given a still-low presence of armed groups, 
but these are becoming more regular (VOA 09/02/2023; Togoweb 
14/02/2023; VOA 09/02/2023). 

The violence has started to trigger internal displacement in Benin 
and Togo. In Benin, at least 1,200 IDPs have been reported in the 
department of Atakora, while in Togo, more than 2,200 IDPs are 
registered in the region of Savanes (GRANIT 30/11/2022). 

Armed group activity in the northern regions of Benin, Côte d’Ivoire, 
Ghana, and Togo has not seemed to affect food insecurity levels, 
as the number of food-insecure people remained stable between 
October–December 2022 compared to the same period in 2021 
(GRANIT 30/11/2022).

DRC
The resurgence of the 23 March Movement (M23) and 
intensification of conflict lead to displacement and further 
deterioration of the humanitarian situation in Nord-Kivu 
(from March 2022 report)  

The DRC update below refers to the risk initially raised in March 2022 
and then updated in the Global Risk Analysis of October 2022. 

This risk has materialised, while the humanitarian situation contin-
ues to deteriorate. Clashes between the Congolese army and the 
M23 are still continuing, forcing thousands of people to flee. The 
M23 continues to expand its area of influence and threatens to cut 
off the main supply routes to Goma, the capital of North Kivu (RFI 
10/02/2023; TV5 Monde 10/02/2023). The killing of more than a 
hundred people in December 2022 is also attributed to the M23 
(RFI 08/02/2023; BBC 08/12/2022). As at January 2023, more 
than 520,000 had been displaced since the clashes intensified in 
March 2022 (OCHA 19/01/2023). A lack of food and the poor living 
conditions of the displaced people in sites in Kanyaruchinya and 
surrounding areas in Nyiragongo territory led to the declaration of 
a cholera outbreak by the provincial authorities on 14 December 
2022. The confirmed cases have risen to 4,530, with 16 related 

Medium risk level

Medium
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UPDATED RISK ANALYSIS
FROM OCTOBER 2022

deaths recorded in Nyiragongo and Karisimbi health zones as at 
8 February 2023 (WHO 09/02/2023; MSF 13/12/2022).

The ceasefire agreement concluded in Luanda between the DRC 
and Rwanda in November 2022, which requires the withdrawal of 
M23 fighters from areas under their control, has not been followed 
(RFI 13/02/2023). In November 2022, East African states deployed 
a regional force to end armed group violence in eastern DRC. That 
said, some civil society organisations and inhabitants of North Kivu 
do not perceive this force as offensive enough. Demonstrations 
have taken place mainly in Goma to demand the departure of this 
force or a more offensive attitude towards the M23. The negoti-
ations conducted by the regional force with the M23, perceived 
by some as support for the armed group, have reinforced doubts 
on the agenda of the regional force (Agenzia Fides 10/01/2023; 
Actualité 07/02/2023; Jeune Afrique 19/01/2023). 

The M23 continues to illegally tax people in areas under their con-
trol and to forcibly recruit civilians into their ranks (DW 02/01/2023; 
HRW 06/02/2023). 

INDONESIA
Violent crackdown on protests and insurgency, and rising 
ethnic tensions after the announced division of Papua 
province result in increased displacement and protection 
needs in West Papua territory 

The risk has not materialised yet and is still active. The law to divide 
Papua province into four provinces in Indonesia was passed in 
June 2022. In December 2022, the Government of Indonesia went 

ahead with the division of West Papua province into West Papua 
and Southwest Papua provinces (Antara News 09/12/2022; Asia 
Times 19/08/2022; The Jakarta Post 18/09/2022). Protests and 
riots in reaction to social and political issues, such as disputes and 
human rights violations, continued at a similar pace in West Papua 
territory throughout 2021–2022, contrary to ACAPS’ anticipated 
increase in the October 2022 risk report. There have been some 
protests against the creation of Southwest Papua province. Violent 
incidents have become less frequent and less intense (with fewer 
fatalities) since October 2022 compared to what was observed in 
2021 and in the first eight months of 2022. The West Papua National 
Liberation Army (TPNPB) has continued their separatist activities 
and engaged in clashes with the Indonesian security forces from 
October 2022 to January 2023 (ACLED accessed 16/02/2023). 
Activists continue to fight the Government through protests, 
lobbying and gaining public support from other provinces. The 
Indonesian President has continued to call for the implementation 
of stern policies in the region to thwart armed group activities (The 
Diplomat 21/12/2022; CNN 19/12/2022; Benar News 20/12/2022; 
Jacobin 18/12/2022). Papua province’s governor was arrested by 
the country’s anti-graft agency after he was charged with bribery 
in return for infrastructure contracts. On the other hand, some 
activists believe that he was arrested because of his opposition 
to the creation of new provinces in West Papua territory (CNA 
10/01/2023; UCA News 11/01/2023; ULMWP 12/01/2023). The 
TPNPB has rejected all forms of government offers and asked 
non-Papuans to leave the region. It has threatened to kill those 
who would support the Government in the newly created provinces 
in the region (West Papua Daily 07/12/2022, 16/12/2022, and 
15/01/2023; BBC 08/02/2023). General elections in Indonesia are 

scheduled for 14 February 2024, and the new provinces are set 
to participate in them. This will likely heighten tensions in West 
Papua territory from 2023–2024 (Antara News 27/01/2023; West 
Papua Daily 18/11/2022). 

MAURITANIA
Rising food and fuel prices worsen socioeconomic instability 
and ethnic tensions, leading to social unrest and food and 
livelihood needs 

The risk has not materialised, as inflation rates reached a peak in 
October (12.7%) and started to decrease since then. Inflation rates 
in January dropped to 10.3% (TE accessed 15/02/2023). There 
have been no major changes in the food security situation, as 
food-insecure people remained in Stressed (IPC Phase 2) levels. 
Even though the harvest season between October–December 2022 
was generally good, some people resorted to buying from markets 
to meet their food needs despite high inflation and the rising 
prices of some food items (FEWS NET 31/12/2022). There is no 
indication that the local currency of Mauritania (the ouguiya) has 
seen any further depreciation. There has also been no social unrest 
in the past months. The prices of some food items continued to 
rise as at February 2023, as the risk suggested. These food items 
included fruits and vegetables (tomatoes, potatoes, and onions), 
milk, cheese, eggs, fish, seafood, and cooking oils (Sahara Medias 
13/02/2023; Anbaa 13/02/2023). Food inflation rates peaked in 
July 2022 (17.4%). Between August 2022 and January 2023, food 
inflation ranged between 11.8–15.9% (TE accessed 15/02/2023). 

Medium risk level

Low risk level
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UPDATED RISK ANALYSIS
MEXICO
An increase in the number of Haitian and Salvadoran migrants 
and asylum seekers in Mexico seeking to reach the US causes 
a deterioration of needs at the southern border 

The risk materialised from January–December 2022, with around 
over 444,000 migrants and asylum seekers crossing into Mexico, 
an increase of 44.4% compared to 2021 (Segob 02/2023). On 
the southern border alone, more than 152,400 people entered 
through the state of Chiapas and around 48,300 through the state 
of Tabasco in 2022, an increase of 99% and 9.9%, respectively, 
compared to 2021 (Segob 02/2023; Chiapas Paralelo 22/01/2023). 

In El Salvador, since October 2022, political instability, the eco-
nomic crisis, and the current state of emergency have triggered 
the increase in asylum applications of Salvadorans in Mexico (La 
Prensa Gráfica 07/12/2022). In 2022, around 7,400 Salvadorans 
applied for asylum in Mexico, an increase of almost 80% compared 
to the previous year (La Prensa Gráfica 07/12/2022; Resumen 
Latinoamericano 02/01/2023). The main drivers for Salvadorans 
leaving the country have been increased protection needs and 
declining livelihoods (INM 05/01/2023; Resumen Latinoamericano 
02/01/2023).

In Haiti, the humanitarian crisis has been deteriorating (PBS 
04/12/2022). By January 2023, at least 18,000 Haitian migrants and 
asylum seekers were stranded at Mexico’s southern border, espe-
cially owing to delays in migration procedures (INM 27/12/2022; 
Monitoreamos 23/01/2023; La Vanguardia 23/01/2023).

The increase in migration flow has led to longer delays in migration 
procedures and an increased number of migrants and asylum 
seekers stuck in southern Mexico, especially in Tapachula (Forbes 
01/01/2023; La Silla Rota 03/01/2023; Agencia EFE 02/02/2023). 
The high number of arrivals at the southern border has continued 
to put a strain on the already limited resources, capacities, and 
opportunities in the area. People have no other option than to live 
in makeshift shelters in streets and parks. Besides shelter, health 
assistance, clean water, NFIs, emergency education, and food are 
needed (Agencia EFE 02/02/2023; INM 31/12/2022). 

MYANMAR
The large-scale military response of the junta following the 
Arakan Army’s increased control of Rakhine state results in 
intense fighting and violence, leading to displacement and 
increased humanitarian and protection needs 

The risk is still active. Renewed conflict between the Arakan Army 
(AA) and the Myanmar military spanned August–November 2022, 
killing more than 40 civilians and displacing more than 23,000 
others. As at 2 February 2023, around 12,500 people remained 
displaced as a result of the conflict. The clashes ended when the 
two groups agreed upon a temporary truce in late November 2022 
(ACLED accessed 16/02/2023; RFA 07/10/2022 and 26/09/2022; 
Narinjara News 25/09/2022; BNI 14/11/2022; The Irrawady 
28/11/2022 and 15/12/2022; Myanmar Now 28/11/2022; Myanmar 
Witness 16/01/2023; OCHA 02/02/2023; DMG 23/12/2022). 

The conflict resulted in heightened security measures across 
Rakhine, including the blockage of waterways and roads, limiting 
people’s movement and obstructing aid delivery. The military 
junta temporarily suspended all humanitarian activities in several 
townships, halting assistance to nearly 240,000 people. Since 
November, the temporary truce and relaxation of some of the 
access restrictions have allowed for the gradual resumption 
of humanitarian activities (OCHA 01/10/2022, 31/10/2022, 
03/12/2022, and 30/12/2022; ECHO 19/09/2022). 

Increased insecurity and violence and access constraints since 
mid-2022, combined with existing poor socioeconomic conditions, 
have pushed the Rohingyas in Rakhine to increasingly embark 
on risky maritime journeys to reach other countries, especially 
Malaysia and Indonesia. Numerous Rohingyas have been arrested 
for travelling beyond Rakhine state in attempts to cross into 
foreign countries (CASS accessed 16/02/2023; TNI 26/01/2023; 
The Straits Times 06/12/2022). 

During the conflict, the AA captured or destroyed several junta 
bases along the border between Bangladesh and Maungdaw 
district, in Rakhine. This allowed them to strengthen their control 
over the border with Bangladesh, which is critical for political 
and commercial relations. The military junta has been bolstering 
their position with a resupply of military resources in Rakhine 
state during the truce. Tensions between the AA and the military 
and its allies persist in the state. The truce is considered fragile, 
and it has been reported that the conflict may resume in Rakhine 
at any time, as the rice cultivation season is coming to an end in 
March/April (Myanmar Now 05/01/2023; Nikkei Asia 05/01/2023; 
UNHCR 17/02/2023). 
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http://portales.segob.gob.mx/work/models/PoliticaMigratoria/CEM/Estadisticas/Sintesis_Graficas/Sintesis_2022.pdf
http://portales.segob.gob.mx/work/models/PoliticaMigratoria/CEM/Estadisticas/Sintesis_Graficas/Sintesis_2022.pdf
https://www.chiapasparalelo.com/noticias/chiapas/2023/01/en-chiapas-se-realizaron-mas-de-130-mil-detenciones-de-migrantes-irregulares-durante-2022/
https://www.laprensagrafica.com/elsalvador/7441-salvadorenos-han-pedido-refugio-en-Mexico-este-ano-20221206-0081.html
https://www.laprensagrafica.com/elsalvador/7441-salvadorenos-han-pedido-refugio-en-Mexico-este-ano-20221206-0081.html
https://www.laprensagrafica.com/elsalvador/7441-salvadorenos-han-pedido-refugio-en-Mexico-este-ano-20221206-0081.html
https://www.resumenlatinoamericano.org/2023/01/02/migrantes-mas-de-200mil-salvadorenos-detenidos-en-la-frontera-sur-de-estados-unidos-en-dos-anos/
https://www.resumenlatinoamericano.org/2023/01/02/migrantes-mas-de-200mil-salvadorenos-detenidos-en-la-frontera-sur-de-estados-unidos-en-dos-anos/
https://www.inm.gob.mx/gobmx/word/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Tarjeta-Migratoria-050123.pdf
https://www.resumenlatinoamericano.org/2023/01/02/migrantes-mas-de-200mil-salvadorenos-detenidos-en-la-frontera-sur-de-estados-unidos-en-dos-anos/
https://www.resumenlatinoamericano.org/2023/01/02/migrantes-mas-de-200mil-salvadorenos-detenidos-en-la-frontera-sur-de-estados-unidos-en-dos-anos/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/violence-and-instability-in-haiti-as-ongoing-crisis-deepens
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/violence-and-instability-in-haiti-as-ongoing-crisis-deepens
https://www.inm.gob.mx/gobmx/word/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Tarjeta-Migratoria-271222.pdf
https://monitoreamos.com/mundo/ong-estima-que-hay-18-000-haitianos-varados-en-la-frontera-sur-de-mexico
https://www.lavanguardia.com/vida/20230123/8704099/ong-estima-hay-18-000-haitianos-varados-frontera-sur-mexico.html
https://www.forbes.com.mx/el-flujo-migratorio-record-y-crisis-sellan-el-ano-de-mexico-y-centroamerica/
https://www.forbes.com.mx/el-flujo-migratorio-record-y-crisis-sellan-el-ano-de-mexico-y-centroamerica/
https://lasillarota.com/estados/2023/1/3/migrantes-se-manifiestan-por-paralisis-de-tramites-de-asilo-en-tapachula-408295.html
https://es-us.vida-estilo.yahoo.com/iglesia-pide-m%C3%A9xico-agilizar-permisos-204348060.html
https://es-us.vida-estilo.yahoo.com/iglesia-pide-m%C3%A9xico-agilizar-permisos-204348060.html
https://www.inm.gob.mx/gobmx/word/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Tarjeta-Migratoria-311222.pdf
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/casualties-10072022222419.html
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/shelling-09262022170911.html
https://www.narinjara.com/news/detail/632fc87d21f2d423422dc87f
https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/myanmar-junta-troops-massacre-eight-rakhine-villagers-and-burn-houses
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/myanmar-military-and-arakan-army-agree-temporary-truce-in-rakhine-state.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/myanmar-military-and-arakan-army-agree-temporary-truce-in-rakhine-state.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/rakhine-villagers-return-home-after-myanmar-junta-lifts-blockade.html
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/informal-ceasefire-with-myanmar-military-not-permanent-solution-arakan-army-says
https://www.myanmarwitness.org/_files/ugd/e8f7c0_1aa6db6f41674b629c2e887e1d046230.pdf
https://www.myanmarwitness.org/_files/ugd/e8f7c0_1aa6db6f41674b629c2e887e1d046230.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/myanmar-humanitarian-update-no-26-2-february-2023
https://www.dmediag.com/news/5597-15-23-dec-2022
https://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/myanmar-humanitarian-update-no-22-1-october-2022
https://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/myanmar-humanitarian-update-no-23-31-october-2022
https://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/myanmar-humanitarian-update-no-24-3-december-2022
https://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/myanmar-humanitarian-update-no-25-30-december-2022
https://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/myanmar-conflict-rakhine-state-dg-echo-dg-echo-partners-echo-daily-flash-19-september-2022
https://cass-mm.org/cass-weekly-update-2-8-february-2023/
https://www.tni.org/en/article/the-emergence-of-the-ulaaa-and-question-of-the-rohingya-crisis
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/70-rohingya-arrested-in-myanmar-after-truck-crash
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/arakan-liberation-party-officers-shot-dead-in-rakhine-state
https://asia.nikkei.com/Opinion/Broader-solution-for-Myanmar-s-Rakhine-will-be-key-for-Rohingya
https://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/myanmar-emergency-update-1-february-2023


UPDATED RISK ANALYSIS
SUDAN
Increased intercommunal clashes in Blue Nile state lead to 
displacement and more needs for shelter, healthcare, and 
legal documentation 

The risk that more than 100,000 people would likely be displaced 
from Blue Nile has largely materialised, as intercommunal clashes 
continue to target the Hausa tribe. Between July 2022 and January 
2023, Blue Nile state recorded the highest number of displacements 
across Sudan because of intercommunal conflict. Nearly 120,000 
people have been displaced, including 97,000 within Blue Nile 
and 17,600 to White Nile state. The displaced need food, health, 
nutrition, protection, shelter, education, and WASH support (USAID 
10/02/2023; OCHA 13/02/2023). 

Clashes have kept taking place since July between armed Hausa 
tribe members and armed men from other tribes (including from 
the Berta, Funj, Gumuz, Hamaj, and Masalit tribes) in many areas of 
Blue Nile state, especially in Ar Rusayris and Wad Al Mahi localities. 
Reasons for many of the clashes include disputes following the 
Hausa trying to access markets or lands and the escalation of 
sporadic attacks targeting Hausa tribe members while they travel 
between localities in Blue Nile (IOM 16/02/2023, 02/02/2023, 
11/01/2023, and 29/12/2022). Some of the people displaced 
outside Blue Nile are experiencing severe food insecurity, which 
is driving them to return to Blue Nile despite the lack of security 
(Dabanga 12/02/2023). 

SYRIA/LEBANON
Involuntary mass returns of Syrian refugees from Lebanon 
amid a current socioeconomic crisis put them in unsafe and 
inadequate living conditions 

The risk of the involuntary mass return of Syrian refugees from 
Lebanon is still active. In early 2022, the Lebanese Government 
announced its plan to send 15,000 Syrian refugees monthly back 
to Syria (MEMO 24/06/2022; 961 04/07/2022; OLJ 15/08/2022; 
AP 06/07/2022 and 05/11/2022). In October 2022, a first group 
of around 500 Syrian refugees returned under a programme of the 
Lebanese and Syrian authorities. In November 2022, another 330 
returned under the same programme (AP 05/11/2022). Beyond 
these two groups, the plan has failed to materialise so far. Regard-
less, the risk remains active, as Syrians still face resentment from 
members of Lebanese host communities and face pressure from 
authorities to leave Lebanon through restricted access to job 
opportunities and services (OLJ 13/08/2022; STC 08/08/2022; 
HRW 06/07/2022). Anti-refugee sentiments in Lebanon stem 
from a combination of economic, political, and social issues, 
including competition for jobs and pressure on the health and 
education systems (The Economist 22/08/2019; The New Arab 
10/08/2022; ARK 30/06/2021; Brookings 15/04/2021; Enab Baladi 
08/08/2022; AP 21/07/2022; OLJ 09/09/2022; WB 25/01/2022; IMF 
21/09/2022). The economic crisis in Lebanon is worsening, with 
the multidimensional poverty rate rising to more than 80% in 2021, 
up from 42% in 2019 (IFRC 03/01/2023; UNESCWA 15/12/2021). 
The unemployment rate reached around 30% in 2022 – up from 
11% in 2019 (WB accessed 25/01/2023; ILO 12/05/2022; UNESCWA 
16/12/2021). Aside from normalised relations with the Syrian 

Government, the repatriation plans announced in May in Türkiye 
may have emboldened the Lebanese Government to announce 
similar plans (MEI 24/03/2022; AP 21/06/2022; Daily Sabah 
10/05/2022). UN agencies and INGOs have long stated that Syria 
is not safe for return and have renewed calls against the plan (RPW 
16/11/2021; MEI 22/02/2022; HRW 06/07/2022).

SYRIA/ TÜRKIYE
Nearing general elections and economic hardship trigger a 
renewed military incursion of Türkiye into northern Syria, 
resulting in displacement and urgent humanitarian and 
protection needs 

The risk of renewed military incursion of Türkiye into northern Syria 
is still active. In 2022, Türkiye announced on multiple occasions 
its intentions of a military incursion into northern Syria to establish 
a “safe zone” and neutralise Kurdish armed groups in the area. 
The Turkish Government perceives the armed groups to be linked 
to the armed separatist Kurdistan Worker’s Party (PKK), with 
whom it has been in protracted armed conflict since 1984 (BBC 
23/11/2022; Al Jazeera 24/11/2022; MEO 23/11/2022; Al-Monitor 
30/05/2022; ICCT 28/06/2022; CFR 06/01/2023; Asharq Al-Awsat 
10/08/2022). In November 2022, an explosion in the centre of 
Istanbul took place, killing six people and injuring 81. The Turkish 
Government blamed Kurdish armed groups in northern Syria, 
escalating Turkish talks of an incursion (Daily Sabah 14/11/2022; 
Al Jazeera 14/11/2022 a; Al Jazeera 14/11/2022 b). Türkiye 
faces strong pushback from the US and Russia against further 
incursion into Syria (HRW 17/08/2022; Al Jazeera 10/10/2019). The 
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https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-complex-emergency-fact-sheet-2-fiscal-year-fy-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-complex-emergency-fact-sheet-2-fiscal-year-fy-2023
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-situation-report-12-february-2023
https://mailchi.mp/iom/wad-al-mahi-village-7-blue-nile-update-015?e=70eb0c5f00
https://mailchi.mp/iom/dtm-sudan-flash-alert-ar-rusayris-ganis-market-blue-nile-update-014?e=70eb0c5f00
https://mailchi.mp/iom/wad-al-mahi-village-6-blue-nile-update-12?e=70eb0c5f00
https://mailchi.mp/iom/wad-al-mahi-village-6-blue-nile-update-12?e=70eb0c5f00
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/blue-nile-food-insecure-displaced-return-to-villages-despite-poor-security
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20220624-lebanon-reveals-plan-to-deport-syria-refugees-in-cooperation-with-assad-regime/
https://www.the961.com/minister-plan-to-send-back-syrian-refugees/
https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1308584/door-open-for-syrian-refugees-to-return-minister-tells-lebanese-counterpart-in-damascus.html
https://apnews.com/article/middle-east-syria-lebanon-united-nations-b899025139e1210008bba194effa9557
https://apnews.com/article/middle-east-business-syria-lebanon-beirut-29cea760e8b855e63b9f84d0593a1250
https://apnews.com/article/middle-east-business-syria-lebanon-beirut-29cea760e8b855e63b9f84d0593a1250
https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1308469/while-refugee-return-plan-flounders-syrians-in-lebanon-face-deportation-risk.html
https://www.savethechildren.net/news/lebanon-bread-shortages-fuelling-tensions-syrian-refugees
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/07/06/forced-return-syrians-lebanon-unsafe-and-unlawful
https://www.economist.com/middle-east-and-africa/2019/08/22/politicians-are-stoking-anti-refugee-sentiment-in-lebanon
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/analysis/lebanons-bread-crisis-anti-syrian-refugee-racism-flares
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/analysis/lebanons-bread-crisis-anti-syrian-refugee-racism-flares
https://www.ark.international/ark-blog/regular-perception-surveys-on-social-tensions-throughout-lebanon
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/future-development/2021/04/15/why-syrian-refugees-in-lebanon-are-a-crisis-within-a-crisis/
https://english.enabbaladi.net/archives/2022/08/lebanons-syrian-refugees-trapped-by-deportation-plan-and-hatred-speech-no-protection/
https://english.enabbaladi.net/archives/2022/08/lebanons-syrian-refugees-trapped-by-deportation-plan-and-hatred-speech-no-protection/
https://apnews.com/article/middle-east-syria-lebanon-c52211a3a5735d8aebf3dd422da35b37
https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1310938/mikati-urges-a-new-approach-for-the-return-of-syrian-refugees.html
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2022/01/24/lebanon-s-crisis-great-denial-in-the-deliberate-depression
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2022/09/21/pr22314-lebanon-imf-staff-concludes-visit-to-lebanon
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2022/09/21/pr22314-lebanon-imf-staff-concludes-visit-to-lebanon
https://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/lebanon-2023-ifrc-network-country-plan-mgrlb001
https://www.unescwa.org/sites/default/files/news/docs/21-00634-_multidimentional_poverty_in_lebanon_-policy_brief_-_en.pdf
https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/lebanon/overview
https://www.ilo.org/beirut/media-centre/news/WCMS_844831/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.unescwa.org/publications/multidimensional-poverty-lebanon
https://www.unescwa.org/publications/multidimensional-poverty-lebanon
https://www.mei.edu/publications/amid-efforts-normalize-assads-regime-need-new-us-syria-policy-clear
https://apnews.com/article/politics-syria-lebanon-jordan-fbf57d820e16d66f02e72a7b68a40d27
https://www.dailysabah.com/politics/turkey-to-build-200000-homes-for-1m-syrians-to-resettle-voluntarily-erdogan/news
https://www.dailysabah.com/politics/turkey-to-build-200000-homes-for-1m-syrians-to-resettle-voluntarily-erdogan/news
https://refugeeprotectionwatch.org/rpw-study-i-have-not-known-the-taste-of-safety-for-ten-years/
https://refugeeprotectionwatch.org/rpw-study-i-have-not-known-the-taste-of-safety-for-ten-years/
https://www.mei.edu/publications/data-shows-nowhere-syria-safe-return
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/07/06/forced-return-syrians-lebanon-unsafe-and-unlawful
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-63727665
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-63727665
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/11/24/pentagon-turkish-air-attacks-on-syria-threaten-us-personnel
https://www.middle-east-online.com/en/kurdish-forces-preparing-repel-turkish-ground-invasion
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2022/05/stumbling-blocks-facing-turkeys-new-operation-plan-syria
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2022/05/stumbling-blocks-facing-turkeys-new-operation-plan-syria
https://www.icct.nl/publication/turkish-military-offensive-syria-consequences-counter-terrorism-operations
https://www.cfr.org/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/conflict-between-turkey-and-armed-kurdish-groups
https://english.aawsat.com/home/article/3807881/turkey-%E2%80%98final-stage%E2%80%99-preparations-n-syria-operation
https://english.aawsat.com/home/article/3807881/turkey-%E2%80%98final-stage%E2%80%99-preparations-n-syria-operation
https://www.dailysabah.com/turkey/istanbul/pkk-behind-istanbul-terror-attack-bomber-nabbed-interior-minister
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/11/14/turkish-police-arrest-suspect-in-istiklal-bombing
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/11/14/what-we-know-about-whos-behind-the-istanbul-explosion-explainer
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/08/17/questions-and-answers-turkeys-threatened-incursion-northern-syria
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/10/10/turkey-begins-ground-offensive-in-northeastern-syria/


earthquakes that hit southeastern Turkey and northwestern Syria 
in February 2023 have also resulted in high numbers of damage 
to buildings and critical infrastructure, deaths, injuries, and the 
displacement of millions. That said, the damage and destruction 
caused by the earthquakes in both countries reduce the risk of a 
Turkish incursion into northern Syria (Al Jazeera 15/02/2023; IBC 
13/02/2023, 06/02/2023; NPR 06/02/2023; CNBC 06/02/2023; 
Al Jazeera 06/02/2023). Within Türkiye, with general elections 
scheduled for June 2023, a military operation could raise approval 
ratings for Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, the leader of the ruling Justice 
and Development Party and current President, as it did in 2019, 
helping him secure re-election (Reuters 05/11/2019). Parallel with 
its military plans, Türkiye renewed its intent to send one million 
Syrians back to Syria (Al Arabiya 03/05/2022; DW 27/07/2022).

UKRAINE
Increased fighting and power and gas supply disruptions 
severely limit people’s ability to access heating, resulting 
in loss of life and increased acute humanitarian needs in 
Russian-controlled areas and areas of active ground conflict 
in the southeast 

This risk has materialised. The Russian military has continued 
targeting critical civilian infrastructure, with a targeted cam-
paign on the energy infrastructure since 10 October 2022 (PAX 
22/12/2022; GPF 05/12/2022). In newly accessible areas, such 
as western Kherson oblast, the Russian forces have continued to 
heavily target civilian infrastructure both before and after their 
withdrawal in November 2022. This has resulted in displacements 

or evacuations of the population to safer areas outside Kherson 
oblast. The damage to or destruction of civilian infrastructure has 
also resulted in the deterioration of people’s living conditions, 
also pushing people to leave Kherson (Politico 27/11/2022). 
Active ground conflict elsewhere has continued to result in civilian 
fatalities, displacements and evacuations, and a lack of access to 
power, heating, water, and basic services. The risk has especially 
materialised in active fighting hot spots, including frontline areas 
near Bakhmut city, in Donetsk oblast, and in Russia-controlled 
areas, such as Mariupol city in Donetsk oblast (Radio Svoboda 
15/12/2022; DW 25/01/2023; WHO 08/02/2023). Humanitarian 
access to areas outside the Ukraine Government’s control remain 
extremely constrained, while access to information in and from 
areas controlled by the Russian military is blocked (Radio Svo-
boda 17/02/2023). This prevents humanitarian responders from 
reaching people in need and limits the possibility of conducting 
assessments to evaluate the actual scale of needs. The severity of 
needs is the highest in all areas close to the front line and in areas 
controlled by the Russian military. OCHA categorises the severity 
of needs to be ‘catastrophic’ (in Donetsk, Kherson, Luhansk, and 
Zaporizhzhia oblasts, the severity corresponds to level five* as 
per the ACAPS INFORM Global Crisis Severity Index methodology) 
(OCHA 05/02/2023 and 28/12/2022; Radio Svoboda 17/02/20232). 
*See the INFORM Severity Index methodology here.

YEMEN
The collapse or non-extension of the truce leads to renewed 
fighting, resulting in increased civilian casualties, displacement, 
and reduced access to services, basic goods, and livelihoods 

Despite the continuation of negotiation efforts following the 
expiration of the truce on 2 October 2022, Yemen’s warring parties 
still had not signed a new agreement as at the end of February 
2023. While large-scale conflict has not resumed after the end of 
the truce, the risk remains active, as fighting has continued along 
the main front lines (namely in the governorates of Ad Dali’, Al 
Hodeidah, Lahj, Ma’rib, and Ta’iz). From October–November 2022, 
the de-facto authority (DFA) in the north of Yemen (also known 
as the Houthis) also carried out drone attacks on IRG-controlled 
seaports in Hadramawt and Shabwah, preventing ships from 
docking and suspending crude oil exports, the main sources of 
revenue for the IRG (South24 09/11/2022; Reuters 21/11/2022). 
The IRG said that the Ad Dabah oil terminal in Hadramawt sustained 
damage that will require at least five to six months of repairs. 
Following the attack in October, the IRG responded by warning that 
“all options are open” for retaliation, a sign that it could resume 
military operations (Asharq Al-Awsat 23/10/2022). The attacks by 
the DFA were a means to pressure the IRG to share their revenues 
from crude oil exports, especially to allow the payment of public 
sector salaries and pensions in DFA areas. In the meantime, talks 
between the DFA and the KSA have continued. If the talks between 
the DFA and the IRG fail to lead to a renewed truce, the DFA will 
very likely continue attacking ports in IRG-held areas to prevent 
Yemeni oil from being exported, and fighting would escalate along 
the front lines. A prolonged loss of revenues for the IRG will likely 
lead to a new depreciation and volatility of the Yemeni rial in areas 
under their control. Violence will likely result in displacement and 
civilian casualties (The New Arab 30/11/2022).

High risk level

High risk level

UPDATED RISK ANALYSIS
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https://www.aljazeera.com/news/liveblog/2023/2/15/turkey-syria-earthquake-live-news-un-appeals-for-397m-in-aid
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/devastating-earthquakes-southern-turkiye-and-northern-syria-monday-13-february-2023-situation-report-updated-2359-gmt3-turkiye-syria-earthquakes-1-week-158000-evacuated-more-one-million-homeless-region
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/devastating-earthquakes-southern-turkiye-and-northern-syria-monday-13-february-2023-situation-report-updated-2359-gmt3-turkiye-syria-earthquakes-1-week-158000-evacuated-more-one-million-homeless-region
https://reliefweb.int/report/turkiye/ibc-appeals-emergency-assistance-respond-urgent-needs-hundreds-thousands-earthquake-victims-south-turkey-and-north-syria
https://www.npr.org/2023/02/05/1154719598/turkey-syria-earthquake
https://www.cnbc.com/2023/02/06/turkey-syria-earthquake-latest-updates.html
https://mubasher.aljazeera.net/news/liveblog/2023/2/6/%D8%B2%D9%84%D8%B2%D8%A7%D9%84-%D9%82%D9%88%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D8%A8%D8%AD%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B4%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-turkey-erdogan-poll-idUSKBN1XF18K
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/middle-east/2022/05/03/Turkey-aims-for-one-million-refugees-to-return-to-Syria
https://www.dw.com/en/the-turkish-army-in-iraq-an-occupation-force/a-62600962
https://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/risks-and-impacts-attacks-energy-infrastructure-ukraine-environment-and-conflict-alert-ukraine
https://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/risks-and-impacts-attacks-energy-infrastructure-ukraine-environment-and-conflict-alert-ukraine
https://geopoliticalfutures.com/the-impact-of-the-russian-attacks-on-the-ukrainian-energy-sector/
https://www.politico.eu/article/kherson-ukraine-civilians-evacuate-russia-intensifies-bombings-strikes-shipyards/
https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/novyny-pryazovya-mariupol-zamerzaye-opalennya-nemaye-smertnist-roste/32176864.html
https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/novyny-pryazovya-mariupol-zamerzaye-opalennya-nemaye-smertnist-roste/32176864.html
https://www.dw.com/en/life-during-wartime-in-ukraine-besieged-in-bakhmut/a-64505168
https://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/war-ukraine-situation-report-who-ukraine-country-office-issue-no-44-8-february-2023
https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/novyny-pryazovya-rosiya-blokuye-internet-telebachennya-okupatsiya/32274722.html
https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/novyny-pryazovya-rosiya-blokuye-internet-telebachennya-okupatsiya/32274722.html
https://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/ukraine-humanitarian-access-snapshot-february-december-2022
https://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/ukraine-humanitarian-needs-overview-2023-december-2022-enuk
https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/novyny-pryazovya-rosiya-blokuye-internet-telebachennya-okupatsiya/32274722.html
https://www.acaps.org/methodology/severity
https://south24.net/news/newse.php?nid=3025
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/yemens-houthis-attack-al-dhabba-oil-terminal-force-ship-leave-2022-11-21/
https://english.aawsat.com/home/article/3946176/yemen-govt-warns-%E2%80%98all-options-open%E2%80%99-after-houthi-attack-dhabba-oil-terminal
https://www.newarab.com/news/houthis-continue-port-attacks-stop-yemeni-oil-exports
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