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CRISIS OVERVIEW

On 1 February 2021, the Myanmar military staged a coup and ordered a 
year-long state of emergency under sections 417 and 418(a) of the 2008 
constitution, promising that new elections would be held one year after 
what they labelled ‘fraudulent elections’ in November 2020 (Myanmar Times 
02/02/2021; Reuters 16/02/2021 and 01/02/2021). This coup transferred 
all legislative, executive, and judicial powers of the Republic of the Union 
of Myanmar to the Commander in Chief of the Defence Services (Reuters 
01/02/2021). In response, the Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw 
(CRPH) was immediately formed as a parliament, primarily by democratically 
elected members of the 2020 general election. CRPH recognises itself as the 
only legitimate government (CRPH 20/02/2021). By mid-April, a National Unity 
Government was established (CRPH 16/04/2021). This move, coupled with the 
formation and growth of a civil disobedience movement (CDM) and associated 
protests, has severely constrained the military junta’s ability to consolidate 
power and rule of law (01/02/2021). 

Countrywide protests are ongoing, with the military junta using systemic and 
arbitrary violence against anti-coup protesters. The use of live ammunition, 
raids, strip searches, beatings, and detention has been reported (Myanmar Now 

22/03/2021; The Irrawaddy 15/04/2021; Frontier Myanmar 21/02/2021). Since 1 
February, prices of essential goods have surged across the country, the kyat 
(MMK) has depreciated, banks have closed, and supply chains have been 
disrupted (The New Humanitarian 02/03/2021; WFP accessed 12/04/2021). The 
World Bank forecasts a 10% economic contraction and increased poverty rates 
in 2021 (World Bank 21/04/2021). There has been a notable rise in humanitarian 
needs, as well as a shift in locations requiring humanitarian assistance. Peri-
urban areas, such as Hlaing Tharyar and Myingyan townships, are at the centre 
of mass crackdowns. Although conflict has been ongoing for years in Shan, 
Kachin, and Kayin states and the Bago region, hostilities have intensified 
since 1 February, displacing thousands of people – in some instances, for 
the second or third time (OCHA 25/02/2021; Kachin News 12/03/2021; BNI 
12/04/2021; The Irrawaddy 29/03/2021; The Diplomat 19/04/2021). In these areas, 
free movement is constrained – worsened by the violent crackdown by the 
military junta – and access to basic services, livelihood activities, and food has 
been threatened. Humanitarian operations have had to adapt their response 
quickly and establish support networks in new locations (OCHA 25/03/2021; 
The New Humanitarian 02/03/2021; LIFT 10/03/2021).

ACCESS CONSTRAINTS

Access to information across Myanmar has been severely constrained by an internet blackout (Netblocks 24/03/2021; Telenor 15/02/2021). This constraint impacts 
people’s ability to stay updated on the national situation, keep in touch with friends and family, and learn of a potential crackdown. This lack of access to 
information also prevents civil society organisations (CSOs) and local aid groups, as well as local, national, and international organisations, from verifying and 
quickly responding to emergencies and determining where humanitarian response is needed. 

In locations where conflict is active, villagers and IDPs are surrounded by fighting and unable to access livelihood activities, medicine, food, and WASH services. 

https://www.mmtimes.com/news/myanmar-military-announces-new-state-administrative-council.html
https://www.mmtimes.com/news/myanmar-military-announces-new-state-administrative-council.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-politics-idUSKBN2AG02B
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-politics-military-text-idUSKBN2A11A2
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-politics-military-text-idUSKBN2A11A2
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-politics-military-text-idUSKBN2A11A2
https://crphmyanmar.org/notice-to-recognize-the-government-of-president-u-win-myint-as-the-only-legitimate-government-of-the-republic-of-the-union-of-myanmar/
https://twitter.com/CrphMyanmar/status/1382960142463897602
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/after-a-week-of-war-a-stunned-silence-settles-over-yangons-western-edge
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/after-a-week-of-war-a-stunned-silence-settles-over-yangons-western-edge
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-arrests-36-protest-leaders-celebrities-activists-single-day.html
https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/myanmar-protests-live/
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-feature/2021/3/2/myanmar-coup-cash-shortages-pressure-on-aid-to-conflict-zones
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Market%20Price%20update%20WFP%20Myanmar%20%28March%202021%29.pdf
https://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/537621563917606875/mpo-mmr.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Myanmar%20-%20Humanitarian%20Update%20-%20No.%204.pdf
https://kachinnews.com/2021/03/12/kio-a-destroy-burma-army-camp-after-protesters-killed-in-kachin-state/
https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/fighting-happening-all-knus-seven-brigades
https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/fighting-happening-all-knus-seven-brigades
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/10000-karen-flee-myanmar-military-airstrikes.html
https://thediplomat.com/2021/04/myanmars-civil-war-has-already-begun/
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Myanmar%20-%20Humanitarian%20Update%20-%20Number%20No.%205.pdf
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-feature/2021/3/2/myanmar-coup-cash-shortages-pressure-on-aid-to-conflict-zones
https://www.lift-fund.org/en/news/myanmar%E2%80%99s-rural-livelihoods-and-food-security-are-under-threat?fbclid=IwAR2JerjUxV8Znvc37NQ_HrbYXTYTf53TIUbpN4ShLs6arYRQeI3PjqDjs7c
https://netblocks.org/reports/internet-disrupted-in-myanmar-amid-apparent-military-uprising-JBZrmlB6
https://www.telenor.com/media/press-release/telenor-groups-response-to-proposed-myanmar-cyber-security-bill


Briefing note  |  29 April 2021

2

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Aim: To provide an overview of the situation unfolding in Myanmar. This report does not 
account for all events countrywide. It provides a broad understanding of the situation, 
highlighting significant developments and the associated needs and access constraints, as 
well as how humanitarian operations have adapted, particularly in regions with pre-existing 
needs.

Methodology: Secondary data review combined with recent interviews. This report 
considers access constraints as instances where the affected population is unable to access 
information, services, goods, and assistance. These access constraints may be caused by 
either refusal to acknowledge humanitarian needs or overall restriction or obstruction of 
access to services. This report also covers humanitarian access constraints, including the 
inability to reach affected populations as a result of movement restrictions (caused by active 
conflict, landmines, or other restrictions) and the physical environment (ACAPS 07/2020).

Limitations: Access to information; the ability to verify the number of people arrested, 
tortured, or killed as a result of the military junta’s crackdown; access to reliable figures on 
the number of people displaced; and the ability to verify the affected populations’ locations. 

Terminology: ‘Military junta’ refers to the individuals and associates who staged a coup on 
1 February. 

SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS SINCE 1 FEBRUARY 

Political shifts 

On 1 February 2021, the Myanmar military staged a coup and ordered a year-long state of 
emergency under sections 417 and 418(a) of the 2008 constitution (Reuters 01/02/2021; 
Nikkei 13/11/2020). The State Administrative Council (SAC) was established as a means to 
legitimise the coup, and new elections were promised within one year (Reuters 01/02/2021; Al 
Jazeera 07/04/2021; Nikkei 13/11/2020). 

In response, members and associates of the National League for Democracy (NLD) 
established the CRPH as a parliament. Most of its members were democratically elected in 
the 2020 general election (CRPH accessed 31/03/2021; The Diplomat 01/03/2021). The CRPH 
established itself as the only legitimate government, forming a National Unity Government 
and a charter for federal democracy in Myanmar. Members have called for the abolishment of 
the 2008 constitution and the end of military rule (CRPH 16/04/2021; The Diplomat 01/04/2021; 
CRPH 16/03/2021; General Strike Committee of Nationalities 18/02/2021). The military junta 
outlawed the Committee on 21 March, increasing the risk of potential repercussions (The 
Irrawaddy 22/03/2021). 

A CDM was also formed in response to the actions of the military junta, and protesters took 
to the streets in Yangon, Mandalay, and the capital, Nay Pyi Taw, along with other cities. 
Bankers, municipal councils, teachers, health workers, transport workers, and religious 
groups have joined the movement (Reuters 16/02/2021). On 15 March, the State Sangha 
Mahā Nāyaka Committee, a government-appointed committee of monks, announced it was 
halting all its activities. This will have a significant impact on public support to the military 
junta, as monks have a history of exhibiting strong influence in the country, most notably 
during the 2007 Saffron Revolution (CASS 18/03/2021; Reuters 17/03/2021). Protests continue 
nationwide, with no indication that they will subside. 

Changes in freedom of assembly and speech

To limit the growth of the CDM and related protests and consolidate power, the SAC made 
a series of sweeping changes to the legal and judicial systems (HRW 02/03/2021). These 
changes have had a notable impact on freedom of assembly and speech, with severe 
repercussions for CSOs, journalists, protesters, CDM participants, and humanitarian 
organisations. The SAC has also implemented severe limitations on access to information, 
including overnight internet blackouts between 01:00–09:00, cessation of mobile internet 
(directed to all mobile operators), suspension of public Wi-Fi, and removal of satellite 
dishes (Netblocks 24/03/2021; The Irrawaddy 09/04/2021). As at 18 March, the five remaining 
licences of independent news outlets in the country had been revoked, and no independent 
newspapers were circulating (Committee to Protect Journalists 09/03/2021; Myanmar Now 
18/03/2021). Underground newsletters emerged in mid-March, with physical copies being 
circulated in areas with information blackouts (Eleven Myanmar 11/04/2021). A more in-
depth ACAPS report on the internet blackout in Rakhine and Chin state highlights the specific 
humanitarian implications of limitations on information-sharing. 

Mass crackdown

The passing of these laws puts CSOs, journalists, and activists at risk. Unconfirmed reports 
suggest that up to 1,000 individuals have fled to areas controlled by ethnic armed groups for 
protection, including Karen, Mon, and Shan states (The Irrawaddy 23/03/2021 and 22/03/2021; 
Human Rights Watch 12/03/2021). Since the start of the coup, at least 60 journalists have been 
arrested, and approximately 39 are still in detention – most of them facing severe sentencing 
under article 505(a) of the penal code. In the past, convicted journalists have been jailed for 
up to one year under this article (Myanmar Now 25/04/2021; BBC News 22/03/2021; Frontier 
Myanmar 17/03/2021; CIVICUS 07/2020; VOA 08/04/2021). CSO members and humanitarian 
activists have also been arrested and detained (Open Society Foundations 17/03/2021; The 
Irrawaddy 21/03/2021). The use of torture has been reported (The Guardian 15/03/2021). In 
mid-April, banks holding accounts for four NGOs were asked to undertake a financial audit 
and hand over the details to the military junta in an attempt to build a narrative of foreign 
interference in internal affairs (Nikkei Asia 17/03/2021).

https://www.acaps.org/sites/acaps/files/key-documents/files/20200608_acaps_access_technical_brief_july_2020_update.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-politics-military-text-idUSKBN2A11A2
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Myanmar-election/Myanmar-election-latest-Opposition-suffers-huge-defeat
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-politics-military-text-idUSKBN2A11A2
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/4/7/myanmar-military-may-extend-emergency-rule-by-up-to-two-years
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/4/7/myanmar-military-may-extend-emergency-rule-by-up-to-two-years
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Myanmar-election/Myanmar-election-latest-Opposition-suffers-huge-defeat
https://crphmyanmar.org/who-we-are/
https://thediplomat.com/2021/03/at-least-18-killed-in-crackdown-as-myanmar-protests-continue-to-grow/
https://twitter.com/CrphMyanmar/status/1382960142463897602
https://thediplomat.com/2021/04/myanmar-coup-opponents-announce-unity-government-interim-constitution/
https://twitter.com/DrSasa22222/status/1371880652572925960/photo/1
https://www.facebook.com/137892031479772/photos/pcb.144771527458489/144771194125189/?type=3&theater
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-outlaws-committee-representing-ousted-lawmakers-associates.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-outlaws-committee-representing-ousted-lawmakers-associates.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-politics-yangon-monks-idUSKBN2AG17C
https://cass-mm.org/cass-weekly-update-11-17-march-2021/
https://www.reuters.com/article/myanmar-politics-int-idUSKBN2B90F0
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/03/02/myanmar-post-coup-legal-changes-erode-human-rights
https://netblocks.org/reports/internet-disrupted-in-myanmar-amid-apparent-military-uprising-JBZrmlB6
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-bans-satellite-dishes-effort-restrict-anti-regime-news.html
https://cpj.org/2021/03/myanmar-military-raids-newsrooms-revokes-5-media-outlets-licenses/
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-becomes-a-nation-without-newspapers
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-becomes-a-nation-without-newspapers
https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/myanmar-youth-fight-internet-outages-with-underground-newsletter
https://www.acaps.org/special-report/myanmar-internet-shutdown-rakhine-and-chin-state
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/dissidents-fleeing-myanmar-junta-find-shelter-support-ethnic-armed-groups.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/firmly-regimes-enemies-list-myanmar-journalists-continue-document-atrocities.html
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/03/12/myanmar-facial-recognition-system-threatens-rights
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/writer-and-journalist-tu-tu-tha-detained-with-her-son-in-yangon
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-56480098?xtor=AL-72-%5Bpartner%5D-%5Bbbc.news.twitter%5D-%5Bheadline%5D-%5Bnews%5D-%5Bbizdev%5D-%5Bisapi%5D&at_medium=custom7&at_campaign=64&at_custom4=552F27D4-8ADF-11EB-8EC9-54AA4744363C&at_custom3=%40BBCWorld&at_custom2=twitter&at_custom1=%5Bpost+type%5D
https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/the-militarys-war-on-journalists/
https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/the-militarys-war-on-journalists/
https://www.civicus.org/documents/MyanmarUPRSubmission.EN.2020.pdf
https://www.voanews.com/press-freedom/journalists-trial-covering-myanmar-coup
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom/open-society-foundations-call-for-immediate-release-of-osm-staff-member-in-myanmar
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-charity-staff-detained-in-yangon.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-charity-staff-detained-in-yangon.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/mar/15/the-death-of-zaw-myat-lynn-allegations-torture-used-on-opposition-activist-in-myanmar
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Myanmar-Coup/Myanmar-junta-targets-banks-in-push-against-foreign-interference
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Time

27 MARCH
Airstrikes launched 

by military junta in Kayin 
state, with continued 

displacement.

14 MARCH
Martial law imposed 
in certain townships 

in the Yangon and 
Mandalay regions.

18 MARCH
Remaining five media 

licences of independent 
newspapers revoked.

15 MARCH
Mahā Nāyaka Committee 

(SSMNC) announces it 
will stop all activities.

22 APRIL
738 people have been 

killed since the start of the coup; 
3,300 politicians, activists, and 
protesters have been detained, 
while 1,020 have outstanding 

arrest warrants.

21 APRIL
Shelling by the military 

junta along the Thai border, 
where around 6,000 IDPs risk 

further displacement.

19 APRIL
Over 4,000 individuals 

remain displaced in Kachin 
state because of heavy fighting 
between armed groups and the 
military junta since 1 February.

09 APRIL
Military junta 

bans the use of 
satellite dishes.

15 FEBRUARY
Electronic transactions 

law amended.

14 FEBRUARY
Introduction of section 

505(a) of the penal code 
and the Criminal Procedure 

Amendment Law.

13 FEBRUARY
Law protecting the 

privacy and security 
of citizens amended.

4 FEBRUARY
Street protests and 

the arrest of the first 
set of protesters.

8 FEBRUARY
Curfew imposed by 
the military junta.

6 FEBRUARY
Internet and social 

media shutdown ordered 
by the military junta.

7 MARCH
Eight Myanmar 

nationals are refused 
refuge in Thailand.

19 FEBRUARY
First protestor killed.

26 FEBRUARY
Military junta fires 

UN envoy.

22 FEBRUARY
General strike and the 

shutting of businesses.

1 FEBRUARY
Military coup – senior NLD 
figures detained and state 
of emergency announced.

9 FEBRUARY
First instance of live 

ammunition used 
on protesters.

16 APRIL
Formation of the 

National Unity 
Government.

TIMELINE OF EVENTS IN 2021 

May–October – monsoon season, heightened risk of increased needs and displacement

The police and military junta have occupied close to 60 schools and university campuses 
across 13 states and regions, using them as barracks and bases (UNICEF 19/03/2021). The 
military junta has also occupied hospitals and temple compounds, employing rubber bullets 
and tear gas when met with resistance (Myanmar Now 08/03/2021; Physician for Human Rights 
07/03/2021). These sites provide the military junta with large compounds and prevent the 
CDM and protesters from organising in these locations (ICG 01/04/2021). 

Between 1 February–20 April, 3,300 politicians, activists, and protesters were detained, and 
an additional 1,020 have outstanding arrest warrants. Over 738 people have been killed – a 
stark difference compared to the 258 reported by the military junta – as a result of accidents, 
natural causes, or retaliation to violence (Assistance for Political Prisoners 20/04/2021; Frontier 
Myanmar 11/04/2021; Reuters 19/04/2021). On 27 March, over 114 people were killed in a 

single day – as at 25 April, this was the highest fatality count since the start of the coup 
(Myanmar Now 27/03/2021). The military junta has begun charging MMK 120,000 (USD 85) 
for the retrieval of dead bodies (Radio Free Asia 12/04/2021; CNN 12/04/2021). On 8 April, 
19 people were sentenced to death for their alleged role in the death of an army officer’s 
associate (Eleven Myanmar 10/04/2021). While the death penalty has been widely used in 
Myanmar for centuries, information gaps persist on how many sentences were carried out 
prior to the coup and whether the 19 death sentences will be carried out (Frontier Myanmar 
12/01/2021). As the protests continue countrywide, these figures are expected to rise. 

https://www.unicef.org/myanmar/press-releases/occupation-schools-security-forces-myanmar-serious-violation-childrens-rights
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/military-deploys-troops-to-public-buildings-around-the-country
https://phr.org/news/myanmar-military-must-cease-occupation-of-hospitals-and-excessive-force-against-civilians-phr/
https://phr.org/news/myanmar-military-must-cease-occupation-of-hospitals-and-excessive-force-against-civilians-phr/
https://www.crisisgroup.org/asia/south-east-asia/myanmar/b167-cost-coup-myanmar-edges-toward-state-collapse
https://aappb.org/?p=14454
https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/myanmars-post-coup-civilian-death-toll-climbs-past-700/
https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/myanmars-post-coup-civilian-death-toll-climbs-past-700/
https://www.reuters.com/article/myanmar-politics-toll-idUSL1N2MC1GN
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/cities-terrorised-as-junta-escalates-lethal-violence-against-public-on-armed-forces-day
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/bago-residents-flee-04122021165638.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/04/11/asia/myanmar-families-bago-bodies-intl-hnk/index.html
https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/myanmar-sentences-19-to-death-for-killing-army-officers-associate
https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/the-ultimate-penalty-debating-the-death-sentence/
https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/the-ultimate-penalty-debating-the-death-sentence/
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IN-COUNTRY DEVELOPMENTS AND HUMANITARIAN CONSEQUENCES 

Yangon region

Yangon has remained at the centre of CDM operations, protests, and the military crackdown. 
On 14 March, at least 59 people were killed and 129 were injured in a single day of violence 
in Yangon’s suburban and industrial townships (Myanmar Now 15/03/2021). Since then, 
martial law has been imposed in nine townships across the region. This transfers executive 
and judicial power to the regional military commander, with judicial hearings being carried 
out behind closed doors and appeals for convictions, sentences, and trials being denied 
(Myanmar Now 22/03/2021; HRW 16/03/2021). 

The military junta has targeted areas where civil servants are on strike in support of the 
CDM, threatening them with forced eviction at gunpoint (UN HRC 18/03/2021). The number 
of people now homeless as a result of these evictions is unknown. These people need food, 
shelter, access to healthcare, and general support. The reintroduction of the overnight guest 
registration of the Civil Ward Administration Act, which was abolished in 2016, requires 
citizens to report overnight guests to the authorities (The Irrawaddy 20/09/2016). This 
requirement increases the risk of reprisals and heightens the feeling of insecurity, particularly 
for individuals helping those targeted by the military junta (Myanmar Now 23/03/2021).

Access constraints

Food shortages have been reported, particularly in areas under martial law, as a result of 
limited service provision, disruptions in supply chains, market closures, and loss of livelihood 
opportunities (WFP 21/04/2021). These shortages will likely impact the rates of food security 
and acute malnutrition among vulnerable groups (Lift 19/04/2021 and 26/03/2021). This is 
particularly true for migrant workers in the Yangon region, who have reported limited access 
to livelihood opportunities and wages caused by loss of work but who are unable to return to 
their place of origin given the transportation costs (DMG 17/03/2021; Myanmar Now 17/03/2021 
and 22/03/2021). In 2014, 9.9 million people – 20% of the country’s population – migrated 
internally. High migration rates were reported between states, particularly to Yangon, where 
migrants account for 53% of all formal sector labour in the region (IOM accessed 15/04/2021; 
ILO 21/12/2015; LIFT 2014). Those who have been able to return to their place of origin likely 
face insecurity and a lack of livelihood opportunities (The Washington Post 15/04/2021). Of 
the internal migrants in Yangon, 78.8% remitted, and the loss of remittances because of 
loss of work will likely affect households’ overall purchasing power (DMG 20/03/2021; Frontier 
Myanmar 08/04/2021; LIFT 2014).

For humanitarian organisations and CSOs providing operational support, access constraints 
persist in peri-urban areas as a result of the crackdowns, with responders being targeted 
(Insecurity Insight 20/04/2021; Al Jazeera 03/03/2021). A shift in locations where humanitarian 
support is traditionally needed has increased the risk for those operating in these areas. 

Source: MIMU

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/nearly-60-dead-in-one-day-in-juntas-brutal-assault-on-yangon
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/after-a-week-of-war-a-stunned-silence-settles-over-yangons-western-edge
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/03/16/martial-law-myanmar-death-knell-fair-trials
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=26916&LangID=E
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/lower-house-abolishes-overnight-guest-registration.html
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/locals-in-some-yangon-townships-forced-to-register-people-staying-in-their-homes
https://www.wfp.org/publications/myanmar-analysis-economic-fallout-and-food-insecurity-wake-takeover-2021
https://www.lift-fund.org/en/stories/news-stories/peri-urban-yangon-approaches-food-and-nutrition-crisis-face-loss-livelihoods
https://www.lift-fund.org/en/stories/news-stories/livelihoods-and-food-security-fund-lift-alarmed-worsening-humanitarian
https://www.dmediag.com/news/2703-mgr-workers-return
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/at-least-six-killed-after-factory-owner-calls-in-military-in-hlaing-tharyar
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/after-a-week-of-war-a-stunned-silence-settles-over-yangons-western-edge
https://www.iom.int/countries/myanmar
https://www.ilo.org/yangon/publications/WCMS_440076/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.lift-fund.org/download/file/fid/1209
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/myanmar-coup-military-refugees/2021/04/15/b5c9278e-914c-11eb-aadc-af78701a30ca_story.html
https://www.dmediag.com/news/2715-mgbw
https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/i-dont-want-to-be-a-burden-fleeing-workers-see-no-future-in-the-countryside/
https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/i-dont-want-to-be-a-burden-fleeing-workers-see-no-future-in-the-countryside/
https://www.lift-fund.org/download/file/fid/1209
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/myanmar-attacks-on-aid-operations-education-health-and-protection
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/3/3/myanmar-medics-risk-lives-to-treat-injured-in-anti-coup-protests
https://themimu.info/sites/themimu.info/files/documents/Region_Map_Tsp_Yangon_MIMU696v05_29Jan21_ENG_A3.pdf
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Mandalay region In the Mandalay region, protesters are being met with extreme violence. Martial law across 
several townships has severely limited free movement, and civil servants supporting the 
CDM are facing eviction (The Irrawaddy 23/03/2021). This includes a number of railway 
workers in Mandalay city who must vacate their state-owned housing after the military junta 
issued a statement that they must return to work or face eviction. Between 10–23 March, 
over 2,100 railway workers continued their support for the movement and are now homeless. 
They do not know where to seek assistance or find support relevant to their needs (The 
Irrawaddy 23/03/2021). There is a lack of detailed information on specific needs in Mandalay. 
Crackdowns against anti-coup protesters are ongoing across the region, including in 
Myingyan township and in Maha Aungmyay township, where a mosque was raided (Myanmar 
Now 20/04/2021 and 15/04/2021; Al Jazeera 15/04/2021).

Source: MIMU

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/random-brutality-myanmar-security-forces-mandalay-pushes-death-toll-260.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/made-homeless-junta-myanmar-govt-workers-vow-continue-strike-till-regime-falls.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/made-homeless-junta-myanmar-govt-workers-vow-continue-strike-till-regime-falls.html
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/one-killed-in-second-consecutive-day-of-regime-crackdowns-on-myingan-protest-strongholds
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/one-killed-in-second-consecutive-day-of-regime-crackdowns-on-myingan-protest-strongholds
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/as-ramadan-begins-soldiers-attack-sleeping-muslims-at-mandalay-mosque
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/4/15/several-hurt-as-myanmar-forces-fire-at-protesters-in-mandalay
https://themimu.info/sites/themimu.info/files/documents/Region_Map_Tsp_Mandalay_MIMU696v05_29Jan21_ENG_A3.pdf
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Rakhine state Since the start of the coup, protests in Rakhine have been limited. Small-scale protests took 
place in townships considered to be NLD strongholds, including Gwa, Thandwe, Taungup, 
Manaung, and Ann. A strong Arakan Army (AA) presence and disillusionment with the 
NLD government in northern Rakhine and among war-torn communities may partly explain 
the lack of protests (Frontier Myanmar 13/02/2021; Myanmar Now 18/02/2021). The AA was 
removed from the Unlawful Associations Act of the military junta on 11 March, and the 
CRPH declassified the AA as a terrorist organisation shortly after (BNI 17/03/2021; CRPH 
17/03/2021). 

Immediately following the coup, the regional military commander of Rakhine met with 
Rohingya community leaders throughout the state to discuss repatriation from Bangladesh 
and the easing of movement restrictions (Dhaka Tribune 05/02/2021). Following the events of 
2017 – when UN investigators found indications that the Myanmar military had demonstrated 
‘genocidal intent’ towards the Rohingya community – these developments must be 
monitored carefully, particularly in light of repatriation talks and continued insecurity (OCHCR 
12/09/2018; Reuters 27/08/2018). A series of provisional measures, including a ban on the 
destruction of evidence, and measures to prevent further escalations have been imposed. 
The International Court of Justice has requested the Myanmar Government to submit regular 
reports to verify whether such measures have been implemented (ICJ 23/01/2020).

The military junta is pressuring displaced groups to return to their villages of origin. Many 
IDPs have been displaced since 2018. On 17 March, 2,565 people were displaced from the 
Tein Nyo displacement site following a fire caused by a candle. Food and blankets have been 
provided, and reconstruction is underway. There have also been discussions between the 
military junta and camp officials concerning the return of IDPs to their villages of origin (BNI 
20/04/2021; DMG 18/03/2021). 

Injuries and casualties resulting from unexploded ordnance continue to be reported. 
Demining activities are necessary in rural areas where the concentration of these devices 
prevents IDPs from returning to their villages (DMG 09/04/2021). IDPs in Sittwe, Rathedaung, 
and Myebon townships are reluctant to return home because of the presence of landmines 
and troops near their villages (DMG 22/03/2021). Since mid-February, demining activities 
carried out by the military junta have been observed along the Sittwe-Yangon highway in 
Rakhine, as well as on other main roads (Narinjara 03/03/2021). 

A history of active conflict and movement constraints have limited farmers’ ability to harvest 
crops (DMG 22/04/2021). The Myanmar Agricultural Development Bank recently issued an 
announcement demanding the repayment of loans by 15 April (BNI 07/04/2021). Farmers 
have reported being incapable of repaying these loans because of their inability to harvest 
as a result of the conflict. In 2019, 50,000 acres of farmland across the state were left 
unploughed. Purchasing power has also been reduced following a surge in prices. This is 
especially true for Rakhine, where the price of cooking oil, for example, has increased by 20% 
since January (WFP accessed 22/02/2021).

Source: MIMU

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/the-junta-woos-rakhine-banking-on-anti-nld-sentiment/
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/more-anti-coup-protesters-arrested-in-rakhine-state
https://twitter.com/CrphMyanmar/status/1372074300128206852/photo/1
https://twitter.com/CrphMyanmar/status/1372074300128206852/photo/1
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/rohingya-crisis/2021/02/05/myanmar-military-reaches-out-to-rohingyas-in-rakhine
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/FFM-Myanmar/A_HRC_39_64.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/FFM-Myanmar/A_HRC_39_64.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/article/myanmar-rohingya-un-idUSL8N1VH04R
https://www.icj-cij.org/public/files/case-related/178/178-20200123-ORD-01-00-EN.pdf
https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/month-after-devastating-fire-400-replacement-houses-built-tin-nyo-idp-camp
https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/month-after-devastating-fire-400-replacement-houses-built-tin-nyo-idp-camp
https://www.dmediag.com/news/2704-over-2,500-idps-affected-by-blaze-at-mrauk-u-twsp-displacement-camp
https://www.dmgburmese.com/%E1%80%9E%E1%80%90%E1%80%84%E1%80%B9%E1%80%B8/mine-btd-6ps-inj.html
https://www.dmediag.com/news/2725-ks-700-million
https://burmese.narinjara.com/news/detail/603f348023d48d046b92405b
https://www.dmgburmese.com/%E1%80%9E%E1%80%90%E1%80%84%E1%80%B9%E1%80%B8/next-season-farm.html
https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/ag-bank-instructs-farmers-arakan-state-repay-loans-april-15
https://analytics.wfp.org/t/Public/views/MarketMonitoringDashboard/StateDashboard?%3AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y&%3Aembed=y
https://themimu.info/sites/themimu.info/files/documents/State_Map_Tsp_Rakhine_MIMU696v05_29Jan21_ENG_A3.pdf


Briefing note  |  29 April 2021

7

BANGLADESH

INDIA

Kanpetlet

Mindat

Tonzang

Falam

Tedim

Hakha

Cikha

Matupi

Thantlang

Rezua

Rihkhawdar

SameePaletwa

Hnaring

Khaikam

Kyin Dway

Lalengpi

M'kuiimnu

Webula

Surkhua

MAGWAY

RAKHINE

SAGAING

Paletwa

Kanpetlet

Tonzang

Falam

Thantlang

Matupi

Hakha

Tedim

Mindat

94° E

94° E

93° E

93° E

92° E

92° E

24
° 

N

24
° 

N

23
° 

N

23
° 

N

22
° 

N

22
° 

N

21
° 

N

21
° 

N

Disclaimer: The boundaries and names shown, and the designations used on MIMU products do not imply any opinion or endorsement of these terms by the United Nations.

Legend
State/Region Capital

Main Town

Other Town

Coastal Line

Township Boundary

State/Region Boundary

International Boundary

Airport

Main Road

Other Road

Railway

River/Stream

Lake/Dam

Myanmar Information Management Unit

Chin State

0 3010 20 Km

0 10 205 15 Miles

CHINA
INDIA

THAILAND

LAOS

Andaman Sea

Bay of
Bengal

Andaman Sea

Bay of
Bengal

Map ID: MIMU696v05
Production Date: 29 January 2021
Paper Size: A3
Projection/Datum: Geographic/WGS84
Data Source:
Basemap: MIMU, OSM
Place Names: General Administration Department
(GAD) and field sources. Transliteration by MIMU.

© 2021 Myanmar Information Management Unit.
MIMU products are not for sale and can be used free of
charge with attribution.
Email: info.mimu@undp.org
Website: www.themimu.info

Note that this map may not show all islands of coastal
areas due to scale limitations.

MIMU products are not for sale and can be used free of
charge with attribution.

The information contained on this product is provided
“as is”, for reference purposes only, based on current
available information.
The United Nations and the MIMU specifically do not
make any warranties or representations as to its
accuracy or completeness.
The boundaries and names shown and are in line with
the general cartographic practice to reflect the names of
such places as designated by the host governments.
Please share updates on any errors or omissions via
maps@themimu.info

Access constraints

Rakhine has historically experienced high humanitarian access constraints, and the approval 
of travel authorisations by chief ministers provides sporadic and unpredictable levels 
of humanitarian access (ACAPS 12/2020). With the development of the new SAC, travel 
authorisations are expected to be delayed, and additional conditions imposed on the delivery 
of aid are likely (OCHA 25/03/2021).

Since the start of the coup, cash shortages have impacted humanitarian operations and 
supply chains by limiting people’s access to services, including healthcare, adequate 
shelter equipment, WASH facilities, and food (Mercy Corps 23/04/2021; DMG 21/04/2021; 
OCHA 25/03/2021). IDPs in the Thae Chaung displacement camp in Sittwe rely on monthly 
allowances to support their families; these allowances have been temporarily halted because 
of cash shortages. The camp hosts over 12,000 people in need of food delivery and support 
(DMG 23/03/2021; Global Shelter Cluster 18/08/2020). OCHA has reported an estimated total of 
22,500 people across 52 displacement sites in Rakhine and an additional 3,000 people in 16 
host communities who cannot be reached because of a range of restrictions, including travel 
authorisation, conflict, and obstacles linked to the environment (OCHA 25/03/2021; ACAPS 
12/2020).

Chin state

Source: MIMU

https://humanitarianaccess.acaps.org/
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Myanmar%20-%20Humanitarian%20Update%20-%20Number%20No.%205.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Snapshot_MAU_Rakhine_-_Apr_2021_-_Retailers.pdf
https://www.dmgburmese.com/%E1%80%9E%E1%80%90%E1%80%84%E1%80%B9%E1%80%B8/dstr-idps-house.html
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Myanmar%20-%20Humanitarian%20Update%20-%20Number%20No.%205.pdf
https://www.dmediag.com/news/2727-thae-chaung-idp-camp
https://www.sheltercluster.org/rakhine/documents/thae-chaung-camp-monitoring-info-graphic
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Myanmar%20-%20Humanitarian%20Update%20-%20Number%20No.%205.pdf
https://humanitarianaccess.acaps.org/
https://humanitarianaccess.acaps.org/
https://themimu.info/sites/themimu.info/files/documents/State_Map_Tsp_Chin_MIMU696v05_29Jan21_ENG_A3.pdf
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Over 200 people have been arrested since 1 February (BNI 06/04/2021). While over 70% 
of government staff have joined the CDM, including staff from health and education 
departments, many are reluctant to join because of the potential loss of livelihoods (BNI 
12/03/2021). 

Chin state has a history of active conflict between the AA and the Myanmar military, 
particularly in Paletwa township, which the AA uses as a military base. Years before the 
coup, the military implemented a ‘four-cut’ strategy, which involves cutting food, funds, 
intelligence, and recruits. This strategy has disproportionately affected access to food and 
information for villagers and IDPs (BNI 18/07/2019). Intensified fighting in Rakhine state since 
January 2019 has had repercussions for Paletwa township (ACLED 12/02/2021). More than 
7,000 people are currently displaced in the township, and heavy winds on 11 April damaged 
roughly 400 shelters (BNI 07/04/2021). The affected groups require durable shelter materials 
and safe spaces while they rebuild the damaged structures.

Access constraints

Since the start of the coup, unclear access constraints and increased transport costs have 
led to higher prices of oil, rice, and pulses across the state (WFP accessed 12/04/2021). In 
Paletwa township however, transport has improved, and the cost of salt was reduced by 33% 
between February–March as a result of reduced transport costs (WFP accessed 12/04/2021). 
Pre-coup access constraints linked to the four-cut strategy and troop presence may have 
been alleviated given the nationwide situation and the overall reduction in conflict in Rakhine 
state since November 2020. 

Shelters made of bamboo in IDP camps in Paletwa township are slowly decaying. The 
upcoming monsoon season will increase access constraints linked to the environment, and 
the needs of IDPs in displacement sites will likely increase (BNI 20/04/2021). Prior to the 
coup, logistical constraints concerning physical access to areas in need prevented more 
than half of the population in Chin from accessing housing materials, education, and WASH 
facilities and from participating in livelihood activities. As a result, six in ten people in Chin 
are considered poor (OCHA HNO accessed 27/01/2021). 

Shan state

Source: MIMU

https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/nearly-200-people-arrested-chin-state-coup
https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/most-govt-staff-join-civil-disobedience-movement-chin-state
https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/most-govt-staff-join-civil-disobedience-movement-chin-state
https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/chin-villagers-idps-struggle-meet-food-needs-amid-rice-restrictions
https://acleddata.com/2020/02/12/dueling-ceasefires-myanmars-conflict-landscape-in-2019/
https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/strong-winds-damage-over-400-idp-shelters-chin-state
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Market%20Price%20update%20WFP%20Myanmar%20%28March%202021%29.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Market%20Price%20update%20WFP%20Myanmar%20%28March%202021%29.pdf
https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/idps-paletwa-township-need-assistance
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/mmr_humanitarian_needs_overview_2021_final.pdf
https://themimu.info/sites/themimu.info/files/documents/State_Map_Tsp_Shan_MIMU696v05_29Jan21_ENG_A3.pdf
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Protesters in townships across Shan state – including the state capital Taunggyi – have been 
met with extreme violence, tear gas, rubber and live ammunition, and strip searches (Shan 
News 15/03/2021). On 15 March, 1,500 villagers from three villages in Pekon township fled for 
fear of retribution after the deaths of four military junta soldiers (The Irrawaddy 21/03/2021). In 
Depayin township, thousands more fled following the deaths of two policemen and increased 
military junta troop presence in the area. The number of IDPs, their location, and their exact 
needs following this incident are unclear (The Irrawaddy 19/03/2021). Several violent events, 
including the use of grenades, have since been recorded. Increased troop presence around 
the Shwe Gas Pipeline near Hsipaw has also been reported (Shan News 09/04/2021). 

Conflict across the state is ongoing, particularly in northern Shan. In February, 2,290 people 
were displaced in northern Shan following armed conflict between the Restoration Council 
of Shan State (RCSS) and the Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA) against the Shan State 
Progress Party (OCHA 25/02/2021). Over 9,600 registered IDPs had been recorded as being 
in protracted displacement as at the end of February. Since the end of March, an additional 
1,000 people have been displaced after further shelling and the burning of homes (Shan 
News 09/04/2021). These IDPs are residing in 15 displacement sites in Kyaukme, Namtu, 
and Hsipaw townships. Their immediate needs include food, warm clothing, blankets, and 
medicine (Shan News 19/02/2021 and 05/04/2021; BNI 23/02/2021 and 20/04/2021; OCHA 
accessed 22/02/2021). Fighting between the military junta and the Kachin Independence 
Army along the northern Shan/Kachin state border has caused the displacement of some 
20,000 people from 50 villages in northern Shan (Shan News 21/04/2021). Reports claim that 
they are running out of food in Namtu township and are reliant on host villages for support 
(Shan News 05/04/2021). The total number of people still displaced is unclear, given the 
constantly changing situation (OCHA 26/04/2021). 

Conflict escalation between the military junta and members of the Three Brotherhood 
Alliance – which includes the AA, the Kokang Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army, 
and the TNLA – might cause further displacement. An announcement made by the Alliance 
on 30 March re-evaluated a ceasefire agreed with the military on 1 January. On 10 April, 
eight police officers were killed, although it remains unclear who carried out the attack 
(BNI 01/01/2021; Shan News 13/04/2021). These developments risk increased insecurity and 
further displacement, as this incident alone caused 300 displacements.

Over 6,000 IDPs in five camps along the Thai border in the southern Shan state are at risk 
of further displacement after the military junta shelled the nearby bases of the RCSS and 
Shan State Army on 21 April (BNI 21/04/2021; Myanmar Now 05/04/2021; Shan State Refugee 
Committee 02/04/2021). While the direct impact of this shelling on civilians and IDPs in the 
area is unclear, IDPs have built makeshift bunkers for fear of an attack (Shan State Refugee 
Committee 02/04/2021). Both armed groups have extended their support for the CDM. 
Escalation of conflict heightens the risk of displacement, particularly across the Thai border. 

Access constraints

Because of ongoing fighting, travel between Namtu, Hsipaw, and Kyaukme townships is 
particularly challenging (Shan News 09/04/2021). Given that the majority of IDPs are staying in 
these areas and have no access to health services or food, humanitarian needs are expected 
to increase (OCHA 25/03/2021). Civilians continue to face high levels of insecurity and are 
trapped by the fighting, and it is unclear how many are able or willing to return home (Shan 
News 24/03/2021). Humanitarian access constraints are high in areas controlled by armed 
opposition groups as a result of the intense conflict. 

https://english.shannews.org/archives/22560
https://english.shannews.org/archives/22560
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/shan-villagers-flee-myanmar-military-raid-four-soldiers-die.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/villagers-flee-homes-myanmar-military-regime-vows-action.html
https://english.shannews.org/archives/22638
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Myanmar%20-%20Humanitarian%20Update%20-%20No.%204.pdf
https://english.shannews.org/archives/22638
https://english.shannews.org/archives/22638
https://english.shannews.org/archives/22465;
https://english.shannews.org/archives/22628
https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/burma-army-attack-kioa-muse-district
https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/displaced-villagers-hsipaw-short-medicine
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ROAP_Snapshot_210223.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ROAP_Snapshot_210223.pdf
https://english.shannews.org/archives/22670
https://english.shannews.org/archives/22628
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Myanmar%20Humanitarian%20Snapshot%20-%2026%20April%202021.pdf
https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/three-brotherhood-alliance-announces-unilateral-ceasefire-through-february
https://english.shannews.org/archives/22651
https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/tatmadaw-attacks-rcss-base-along-thai-burma-border
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/thousands-of-people-in-shan-state-face-grave-threat-of-junta-airstrikes
https://shanrefugees.org/2021/04/02/6000-idps-on-southern-shan-state-thai-border-under-grave-threat-of-burma-army-attack/
https://shanrefugees.org/2021/04/02/6000-idps-on-southern-shan-state-thai-border-under-grave-threat-of-burma-army-attack/
https://shanrefugees.org/2021/04/02/6000-idps-on-southern-shan-state-thai-border-under-grave-threat-of-burma-army-attack/
https://shanrefugees.org/2021/04/02/6000-idps-on-southern-shan-state-thai-border-under-grave-threat-of-burma-army-attack/
https://english.shannews.org/archives/22638
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Myanmar%20-%20Humanitarian%20Update%20-%20Number%20No.%205.pdf
https://english.shannews.org/archives/22609
https://english.shannews.org/archives/22609
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Kachin state More than 94,000 refugees were registered in Kachin state at the end of February, including 
56,000 in government-controlled areas. The remaining refugees are residing in areas 
controlled by armed groups or contested areas (OCHA 28/02/2021). While very little fighting 
has occurred in Kachin state since August 2018 – despite a ceasefire collapse in 2011 – 
a 30% increase in attacks has been reported since the start of the coup (The Irrawaddy 
12/04/2021; Free Ranger Burma 05/04/2021). 

On 8 March, a peaceful protester was shot in the state capital, Myitkyina. On 11 March, intense 
fighting broke out between the Kachin Independence Organization and the military junta 
(Kachin News 12/03/2021; Myanmar Now 18/03/2021; Al Jazeera 19/03/2021). Active fighting 
has been reported in at least ten townships. Fighting intensity is expected to increase in 
urban areas, including in Hpakant township where IDPs reportedly already lack shelter (The 
Irrawaddy 12/04/2021; CASS accessed 25/03/2021; BNI 21/04/2021). In Hpakant – a jade mining 
district – the use of gunfire and rocket-propelled grenades is destroying houses, leaving 
unexploded ordnance in the streets and severely limiting freedom of movement (Al Jazeera 
19/03/2021). Of the 5,000 people who have been displaced since 1 February, 4,000 remained 
displaced as at 19 April (OCHA accessed 20/04/2021). This includes 2,000 villagers who fled 
Momauk township after a potential escalation of fighting in and around the township (Kachin 
News 22/04/2021; The Irrawaddy 19/04/2021; The Kachin Alliance accessed 16/04/2021). 

Access constraints

Humanitarian response capacity in the area is restricted, given the limited number of 
operational CSOs and local aid groups, the information blackout, and intense conflict (Radio 
Free Asia 12/04/2021; CASS accessed 25/03/2021). Meeting the needs of IDPs will be difficult, 
as needs are heightened in areas where humanitarian operations have not been traditionally 
carried out (Radio Free Asia 12/04/2021). In rural Kachin, for example, patients are struggling 
to access health services, and IDPs are receiving support from pre-existing networks 
established with local, national, and international staff (MoHS accessed 31/03/2021; CASS 
accessed 25/03/2021). Access to and for those in need may also be denied or constrained. 
On 15 March, the military junta prevented approximately 200 villagers who were attempting 
to escape violence in Myitsone township from entering a displacement camp. The blockage 
lasted nearly 12 hours (Myanmar Now 16/03/2021). 

As fighting intensifies and the countrywide situation worsens, meeting the needs of IDPs 
may become increasingly challenging. Higher transport costs led to a 20–35% increase in 
the price of rice between mid-January and mid-February in Bhamo and Putao townships 
(WFP accessed 12/04/2021). A general increase in the price of other basic goods has also 
been reported. Higher prices, compounded by limited livelihood opportunities, severely 
affect access to food, particularly in areas of active conflict (OCHA 25/03/2021).

Source: MIMU

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MMR_Kachin_IDP_Site_A0_Feb_2021.pdf
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-military-artillery-kills-kachin-civilians.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-military-artillery-kills-kachin-civilians.html
https://www.freeburmarangers.org/2021/04/05/20000-hiding-karen-state-burma-army-airstrikes-ground-attacks-continue-kill-civilians/
https://kachinnews.com/2021/03/12/kio-a-destroy-burma-army-camp-after-protesters-killed-in-kachin-state/
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/kia-attacks-police-bases-in-hpakant
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/3/19/amid-myanmars-post-coup-crisis-an-armed-rebellion-brews
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-military-artillery-kills-kachin-civilians.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-military-artillery-kills-kachin-civilians.html
https://cass-mm.org/cass-weekly-update-18-24-march-2021/
https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/idps-five-villages-hpakant-have-no-shelter
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/3/19/amid-myanmars-post-coup-crisis-an-armed-rebellion-brews
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/3/19/amid-myanmars-post-coup-crisis-an-armed-rebellion-brews
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ROAP_Snapshot_210420.pdf
https://kachinnews.com/2021/04/22/thousands-displaced-by-fighting-in-bhamo-district/
https://kachinnews.com/2021/04/22/thousands-displaced-by-fighting-in-bhamo-district/
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/villagers-flee-heavy-fighting-kia-myanmar-military.html
https://www.kachinalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/RECAP-April-10to16.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1Oxxx3hfCXQ4_lB2Dsv9pISlsVF0AqW6DCxiFkKnMI_YbrU8VW1fOnElc
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/bago-residents-flee-04122021165638.html
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/bago-residents-flee-04122021165638.html
https://cass-mm.org/cass-weekly-update-18-24-march-2021/
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/bago-residents-flee-04122021165638.html
https://mohs.gov.mm/Main/content/publication/myanmar-health-statistics-2020
https://cass-mm.org/cass-weekly-update-18-24-march-2021/
https://cass-mm.org/cass-weekly-update-18-24-march-2021/
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/military-stops-hundreds-of-kachin-state-idps-from-reaching-camp
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Market%20Price%20update%20WFP%20Myanmar%20%28March%202021%29.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Myanmar%20-%20Humanitarian%20Update%20-%20Number%20No.%205.pdf
https://themimu.info/sites/themimu.info/files/documents/State_Map_Tsp_Kachin_MIMU696v05_29Jan21_ENG_A3.pdf
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Kayin state1 and the Bago region

1 Also known as Karen state; the title was officially changed in 1989.

https://themimu.info/sites/themimu.info/files/documents/Region_Map_Tsp_Bago_MIMU696v05_29Jan21_ENG_A3.pdf
https://themimu.info/sites/themimu.info/files/documents/State_Map_Tsp_Kayin_MIMU696v05_29Jan21_ENG_A3.pdf
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In Kayin state and the Bago region, armed conflict between the Karen National Union 
(KNU) and the military junta is active, with over 200 clashes recorded since 1 February (BNI 
12/04/2021). The KNU promised to support the CDM and provide security for those engaged in 
the movement (Frontier Myanmar 25/03/2021; Al Jazeera 19/03/2021). This triggered a reaction 
from the military junta. On 26 February, the junta attempted to arrest citizens involved in the 
CDM in Dooplaya district, a KNU-controlled area. They have since stationed troops within the 
territory. This has resulted in heightened insecurity, and men and boys are hiding for fear of 
being arrested and forced to serve as ‘porters’2 (Karen Human Rights Group 19/03/2021; Kachin 
News 16/04/2021). 

On 10 April, the military junta killed over 80 people in Bago city (Assistance Association 
for Political Prisoners 10/04/2021; The Irrawaddy 11/04/2021). Over 250 military personnel 
reportedly attacked four residential wards using live ammunition and grenades. Troops were 
still operating in the area as at 11 April (The Irrawaddy 11/04/2021; Radio Free Asia 12/04/2021). 
Over 100,000 people fled Bago city after these crackdowns and are residing in nearby 
villages. It remains unclear if these people are still displaced, and their needs are unknown 
(Radio Free Asia 12/04/2021).

Conflict, troop movement, and high levels of insecurity continue to cause displacement, 
impact livelihood opportunities, and prevent people from meeting their basic needs. Prior 
to the coup, 131,000 people were living in protracted displacement in Kayin state and the 
Bago region, with many people displaced for a second or third time (OCHA HNO accessed 
27/01/2021). Between December 2020–25 March 2021, increased conflict and insecurity 
resulted in 7,120 newly displaced individuals. Many of these IDPs were hiding in the jungle of 
Hpa-pun township and unable to return home (OCHA 25/03/2021). They were in need of food, 
shelter, security, and healthcare (Associated Press 22/03/2021).

Access constraints

On 27 March, the military junta issued airstrikes in Kayin state, displacing approximately 
13,000 people in and around the Papun district (The Irrawaddy 29/03/2021). The exact number 
of people internally displaced by the event is unclear, given the changing situation, lack of 
access to information, and reliability of the source. Of the 13,000 reported IDPs, 10,000 fled 
to neighbouring forests. The remaining 3,000 attempted to cross into Thailand, and many 
were refused entry at the border (Karen Human Rights Group 30/03/2021; Reuters 27/03/2021; 
Radio Free Asia 30/03/2021; The Irrawaddy 23/03/2021). Displaced people are unable to tend to 
their land and cannot access their crops or livestock. As a result, they cannot cultivate food 
and must survive on emergency rations (Free Ranger Burma 05/04/2021). 

2 Porters in Myanmar are used to carry heavy loads with minimal rest, food, and water. They are also used as human shields during active conflict and to test areas heavily contaminated with landmines. They are arbitrarily executed if they fail to carry out these commands 
(Karen Human Rights Group 13/07/2011).

IMPACT ON HUMANITARIAN OPERATIONS

International humanitarian and development organisations initially suspended operations 
while determining the implications of the coup (International Rescue Committee 01/02/2021; 
Malteser International 01/02/2021). Several international organisations, including Oxfam, 
CARE, and Action Aid, as well as the UN Resident Coordinator and Humanitarian Coordinator, 
have since reaffirmed their commitment to continuing humanitarian assistance and 
protection (Mercy Corps 02/04/2021; OCHA 25/02/2021). While operational CSOs in Myanmar 
have continued to provide services to those in need, the coup has impacted humanitarian 
operations in several ways. 

• Cash shortages and supply chains: The banking sector has come to a standstill. Despite 
pressure to reopen from the military junta, banks have remained closed (Myanmar Now 
18/03/2021). As at 30 March, regular customers were able to withdraw MMK 200,000 
(USD 140) per day from ATMs (KBZ Bank 22/04/2021). The reduced number of operating 
banks has impacted service provision and resulted in delayed cash transfers and 
emerging concerns around cash availability (Nikkei Asia 17/03/2021). The Cash Working 
Group has reported that organisations are using mobile currency to pay staff and run 
operations, despite the difficulty posed by the internet blackout (OCHA 25/03/2021). 
Certain humanitarian aid providers have reported having only a few weeks of cash left 
available, and transferring money into and out of the country is becoming increasingly 
difficult (The New Humanitarian 02/03/2021). Without cash, humanitarian aid providers will 
be unable to access services, including shipments of food, goods, medical supplies, and 
construction materials (Mercy Corps 12/03/2021). Labour shortages have also affected 
humanitarian supply chains, and additional reports have revealed increased lead times 
for ordering goods (OCHA 25/03/2021; WFP accessed 12/04/2021). Following the coup, 
relief flights between Kuala Lumpur and Yangon have been reduced from every week to 
the second Sunday of every month. This change has interrupted overall supply chains 
and service provision (OCHA 25/03/2021).

• Price increase: Prices of staples, such as rice, oil, and gas, have increased by 8.5%, 25%, 
and 22% respectively (ECHO 22/02/2021; WFP 16/03/2021 and 21/04/2021; LIFT 10/03/2021). 
Since the beginning of February, the cost of fuel has increased by 23–30%, and fuel 
shortages remain a concern (WFP accessed 12/04/2021). The cost of shipping between 
states has also increased by 50% since the start of the coup, causing repercussions for 
the delivery of humanitarian aid and basic goods (Mercy Corps 12/03/2021). Humanitarian 
aid providers have had to adapt quickly to these increased prices and change where they 
source their goods. 
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• Lack of information: Since the start of the coup, situation reports have been limited. This 
lack of information has substantially affected understanding of humanitarian needs and 
how they are evolving. There is also limited information on people’s ability to access basic 
services and cope with increased prices and other impacts of the coup. Internet and 
telephone blackouts have increased information gaps and hindered response or slowed 
response times. IDPs are unable to access information, and humanitarian responders are 
finding it increasingly difficult to provide assistance and track response (Frontier Myanmar 
10/04/2021).

RELEVANT REGIONAL DEVELOPMENTS 

Regional Displacement

More than 300 Myanmar nationals, mostly police officers, have fled to Mizoram state in 
northeastern India for fear of retribution after not carrying out orders from the military junta 
(Frontier Myanmar 17/03/2021 and 05/03/2021; Associated Press 19/03/2021). On 26 March, 
several Myanmar nationals fleeing to Manipur state were refused entry at the border. 
The order has since been reversed, and refugees are now allowed to enter (The Irrawaddy 
30/03/2021; The New Indian Express 29/03/2021).

Along the Thai-Myanmar border, temporary camps that can accommodate 43,000 people 
have been set up to support potential cross-border displacement (Thai PBS 08/03/2021; 
Reuters 18/03/2021). On 7 March, eight Myanmar nationals were refused entry at the Thai 
border, raising questions on how populations affected by violence will access these camps 
(HRW 10/03/2021). An additional 3,000 Myanmar nationals were refused entry after airstrikes 
in Kayin state on 27 March (Radio Free Asia 30/03/2021).

AGGRAVATING FACTORS 

Monsoon and cyclone seasons

The cyclone season (April–May and October–November) and the monsoon season (May–
October) are likely to increase the rates of displacement. Humanitarian aid providers must 
consider how additional needs resulting from the cyclone and monsoon seasons will be met 
(OCHA HNO accessed 27/01/2021).

Lack of healthcare and the potential rise in COVID-19 cases

Since the start of the coup, the Myanmar public healthcare system has come to a standstill. 
Healthcare workers have declared their support for the CDM, decreasing the number of 
available staff, and the military junta has occupied several hospitals (UNICEF accessed 
31/03/2021; The New Humanitarian 25/03/2021). Healthcare workers have since adapted 
their approach to providing healthcare and lifesaving assistance outside the confines of 
state-run hospitals (IFRC 01/04/2021; The Lancet 19/02/2021). While medical treatment and 
healthcare are still available through CSOs, private health groups, and community networks, 
the healthcare system faces extreme constraints. This includes how and where healthcare 
workers can provide support – in light of reports that they are being targeted by the military 
junta – as well as limited access to and availability of health services and medicine, 
considering the level of violence the junta is displaying (Insecurity Insight 27/04/2021; The New 
Humanitarian 25/03/2021; The Irrawaddy 04/03/2021; Eleven Myanmar 15/04/2021). Because of 
a surge in the number of people injured and killed, health services will likely continue to be 
overwhelmed. Prolonged limited access to health assistance may contribute to long-term 
physical and psychosocial trauma for affected populations. 

Since 1 February, the number of confirmed COVID-19 cases has dropped dramatically 
following the collapse of the public healthcare system and the subsequent inability to 
conduct tests (WHO accessed 31/03/2021). A national COVID-19 vaccination campaign 
was rolled out at the end of January but has since stopped because of the coup (Myanmar 
Times 05/02/2021). There is limited information on when the campaign will resume and the 
intended recipients of the vaccine. Regular national programmes, including HIV/AIDS and 
tuberculosis programmes, have also stopped, which will likely result in a rise in the number 
of active cases of these life-threatening diseases (The New Humanitarian 25/03/2021). 
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