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Briefing Note – 06 August 2015 
Myanmar 
Flooding in Rakhine, Chin, Magway, Sagaing  
 

Need for international 

assistance 

Not required Low Moderate Significant Major 

  X   

 Insignificant Minor Moderate Significant Major 

Expected impact   X   

 

Crisis Overview 

 74 people have died, over 39,500 displaced households (197,500 individuals) and 

over 330,000 people have been affected in 12 out of Myanmar’s 14 states and 

regions after over a week of torrential rains which began 26 July, linked to Cyclone 

Komen. The numbers of dead and affected continue to rise. 

 On 31 July, Rakhine state, Chin state, Sagaing region and Magway region were 

declared natural disaster zones.  

 Access has been severely restricted as floods and landslides have destroyed or 

damaged vital infrastructure.  

 The needs of those affected is yet to be assessed. Myanmar’s large displaced 

population, particularly the 130,000–140,000 Rohingya are particularly vulnerable. 

 

Affected area 
Total 

Population 
Area (sq.km) 

 

Capital 

Chin State 
478,801 

 

36,019 

Hakha 

Rakhine State 
3,188,807 

 

36,778 
Sittwe  

Magway 

Region 

3,917,055 

 

44,821 
Magway 

Sagaing 

Region 

5,325,347 

 

93,703 
Sagaing 

Total 12,910,010 211,321  

Key Findings 

Anticipated 

scope and 

scale  

 

 Monsoon conditions are due to last until October. More rains 

are likely in the coming days. 

 The already dire conditions of IDPs and the Rohingya, 

particularly in Rakhine state, can be expected to deteriorate. 

 The number of reported deaths and the caseload of those in 

need may fluctuate as access is restored and more 

assessments are conducted. 

Priorities for 

humanitarian 

intervention 

 Food and water assistance to address the immediate needs 

of people who have been without assistance for a week. 

 Repair of WASH infrastructure to mitigate an increase in 

waterborne diseases.  

 IDPs and other vulnerable groups 

Humanitarian 

constraints 

 

 The damage to infrastructure has cut off access and 

communication with large parts of affected regions/states. 

 Ongoing insecurity due to conflict between armed ethnic 

groups and the government challenge humanitarian access 

further, and in some area of Chin and  Sagaing, completely 

cut off access to those in need.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Limitations  

Due to the severe restrictions to humanitarian access to the most affected areas, the number of 

people in need and the assistance required is yet to be reported. 

http://www.acaps.org/
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Crisis Impact 

Heavy rains linked to Cyclone Komen began on 26 July. On 30 July the Cyclone made 

landfall in the Bangladesh. This resulted in strong winds and heavy rains in addition to 

the pre-existing monsoon conditions in Myanmar. Following a sudden increase in the 

level of flood waters, the President declared Rakhine state, Chin state, Sagaing region 

and Magway region as natural disaster zones on 31 July (OCHA, 03/08/2015).  

A week of torrential rains, floods, and landslides in 12 of Myanmar’s 14 state and regions 

has killed 74 people and affected over 330,000 people. Over 41 deaths were reported 

in western Rakhine alone (AFP, 06/08/2015). 39,500 households (approximately 197,500 

individuals) have been recorded as displaced as of 5 August (OCHA, 05/08/2015). 

Reports suggest that residents in flood affected area had no warning about the 

oncoming floods. As a result people and facilities were not prepared to evacuate or 

protect those areas most a risk of flash floods and landslides (Al Jazeera, 03/08/2015). 

Information on the situation in Magway is limited. Reports suggest that several 

townships and affected hundreds of villages have been affected (UN, 03/08/2015; IFRC, 

04/08/2015). As of 4 August, local media have reported receding floodwaters in some 

areas of Chin and Sagaing (Democratic Voice of Burma, 04/08/2015; Radio Free Asia, 05/08/2015). 

In Sagaing, 70,000 people have been affected and as of 5 August and relief efforts are 

yet to reach in the severely affected township of Kalay (Myanmar Times, 05/08/2015; 

Association of Southeast Asian Nations, 06/08/2015). 

The numbers of people in need are yet to be verified and the numbers of dead and 

affected continue to rise. 

Food: The Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation estimates that over 21,400 hectares of 

farmlands were flooded during June and July across the 12 affected regions/states 

(WHO, 03/08/2015; Association of Southeast Asian Nations, 06/08/2015). The harvest of some crops, 

including beans and pulses (some of Myanmar’s biggest agricultural exports), will be 

delayed by at least 60 days, affecting food security and livelihoods (Irrawaddy, 04/08/2015). 

WFP has reported that 200,000 people are in need of immediate food assistance (WFP, 

05/08/2015). 

Certain areas are reportedly facing food shortages, having been isolated for over a week 

(New Light of Myanmar, 01/08/2015).  

Health: Health facilities are inundated. Floods and landslides have forced facilities to 

evacuate patients to safer ground (WHO, 03/08/2015). In Buthidaung Township, Rakhine, 

25 health posts, 6 regional health centres and 1 station hospital have been damaged 

(OCHA, 05/08/2015). 

WASH: 131,000 people need access to adequate sanitation facilities in temporary 

evacuation sites (OCHA, 05/08/2015). There have been reports of a lack of drinking water 

in some parts of Rakhine (AFP, 01/08/2015). Save the Children has reported that 80,000 

children are in need of WASH assistance in flood affected areas (Save the Children, 

04/08/2015). The floods may lead to contaminated water and damage to WASH 

infrastructure (ACAPS DSS Floods 06/06/2011).  

The negative impact of floods on WASH facilities will be aggravated by the already poor 

condition of WASH facilities in IDP camps and could dramatically increase waterborne 

disease (USAID, 16/06/2015). 

Shelter: Thousands of houses are believed to have been damaged or destroyed. 

UNHCR has so far recorded that approximately 25% of temporary shelters are damaged 

in the 24 previously existing IDP camps in Rakhine assessed (UNHCR, 04/08/2015), 

affecting 21,000 already displaced people (OCHA, 05/08/2015). One source has suggested 

as many as 150,000 homes and fields have been affected (AFP, 01/08/2015). 

At least 2,000 houses in Haka, the capital of Chin state, have been damaged or 

destroyed. Over 6,600 people were reported to be in 13 relief camps in Haka as of 4 

August (Radio Free Asia, 05/08/2015).  

Local media reports that in Kalay Township, Sagaing, 10,000 residents have been 

displaced from their homes to eight temporary shelters (Myanmar Times, 05/08/2015). 

There are also reports that at least 18,000 people are displaced around Buthidaung 

Township in Rakhine (UNHCR, 04/08/2015), and over 6,000 displaced people in Minbya are 

sheltering across 23 monasteries (MSF, 04/08/2015). Around 4,751 houses have been 

damaged in Rakhine (Association of Southeast Asian Nations, 06/08/2015). 

An estimated 40,000 IDPs in Rakhine live in camps within 500m of the coastline, making 

them particularly vulnerable to heavy rain and flooding. In addition, only 52% of IDP 

shelters meet minimum humanitarian requirements (USAID, 19/06/2015).   

Between 29–30 July, the last available reports from Magway suggest about 6,200 

people have been displaced from Pwint Phyu Township in Magway to nine temporary 

shelters (IFRC, 04/08/2015). 

Protection: If houses are destroyed, the loss of documentation papers could pose a 

protection issue, and make it more difficult to access aid (ACAPS DSS Floods 06/06/2011).  

 

 

 

http://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/ocha-flash-update-no-2-myanmar-floods-emergency-03-august-2015
http://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/myanmar-villagers-fight-floods-just-sand-bags-and-hope
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/FINAL_OCHA%20Situation%20Report_Myanmar%20Floods%20Emergency_05.08.2015.pdf
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/08/myanmar-floods-150803061643736.html
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51548#.VcHKifmqpBc
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MDRMM006dref_040815.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MDRMM006dref_040815.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/flooded-kale-sees-daylight-last
http://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/flooded-kale-sees-daylight-last
http://www.mmtimes.com/index.php/national-news/15833-official-flood-relief-yet-to-reach-hard-hit-kalay-township-in-sagaing-region.html
http://www.mmtimes.com/index.php/national-news/15833-official-flood-relief-yet-to-reach-hard-hit-kalay-township-in-sagaing-region.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/sitrep-mmr-floods-3-aug-2015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/bean-and-pulse-production-paused-flooding-upper-burma
http://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/desperation-mounts-flood-hit-myanmar-death-toll-climbs
http://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/desperation-mounts-flood-hit-myanmar-death-toll-climbs
http://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/landslides-hit-chin-state
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/sitrep-mmr-floods-3-aug-2015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/FINAL_OCHA%20Situation%20Report_Myanmar%20Floods%20Emergency_05.08.2015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/FINAL_OCHA%20Situation%20Report_Myanmar%20Floods%20Emergency_05.08.2015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/severe-flooding-hampers-rescue-efforts-myanmar-least-27-dead
http://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/80000-children-need-urgent-support-flood-hit-myanmar
http://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/80000-children-need-urgent-support-flood-hit-myanmar
http://acaps.org/img/documents/disaster-summary-sheet-floods-dss-floods.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/FINAL_OCHA%20Situation%20Report_Myanmar%20Floods%20Emergency_05.08.2015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/severe-flooding-hampers-rescue-efforts-myanmar-least-27-dead
http://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/myanmar-flood-victims-need-more-relief-aid-and-food
http://www.mmtimes.com/index.php/national-news/15833-official-flood-relief-yet-to-reach-hard-hit-kalay-township-in-sagaing-region.html
http://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/unhcr-assists-flood-victims-myanmars-rakhine-and-kachin-states
http://www.msf.org/article/myanmar-msf-assisting-thousands-worst-flooding-decades-hits-parts-country
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/SitUpd_03_AHA_MMR_FL2015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/06.19.15%20-%20USAID-DCHA%20Burma%20Complex%20Emergency%20Fact%20Sheet%20%233.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MDRMM006dref_040815.pdf
http://acaps.org/img/documents/disaster-summary-sheet-floods-dss-floods.pdf
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Impact on Critical Infrastructure  

 Roads and bridges have been damaged, particularly by landslides, across all 

affected areas (New Light Myanmar, 19/07/2015). In Chin state alone, 12 bridges have 

been damaged (Association of Southeast Asian Nations, 06/08/2015). 

 There are blackouts in certain areas and communication with some areas has been 

cut off from the national grid, including the capital of Rakhine, Sittew (WHO, 

03/08/2015). 

 

Vulnerable Groups Affected 

Rohingya: There are reports that the Rohingya camps in Rakhine have been damaged 

and that Rohingya have been turned away from facilities being used as shelter for the 

displaced (BBC, 02/08/2015). Around 130,000–140,000 people, mainly Rohingya Muslims, 

are in protracted displacement in Rakhine (Simon Skjodt Centre for the Prevention of Genocide, 

05/05/2015). Most Rohingya families in camps are entirely dependent on assistance and 

live in makeshift shelters which urgently require repair or reconstruction (New York Times, 

13/06/2015; CNN, 29/10/2014; USAID, 30/03/2015). Humanitarian needs were high before the 

floods. In one unofficial camp, malnutrition rates were twice the emergency threshold 

(Refugee International, 2015). The Rohingya are subject to movement restrictions and do not 

have citizenship (Simon Skjodt Centre for the Prevention of Genocide, 05/05/2015; AFP, 29/05/2015). 

The challenges to aid delivery to flood affected areas will particularly impact on the 

Rohingya. 

People affected by June floods in Rakhine state and elsewhere were already in need 

of assistance, particularly shelter, before flooding in July (Democratic Voice of Burma, 

04/07/2015; Association of Southeast Asian Nations, 04/07/2015). It is likely that a proportion of the 

8,500 people displaced in June who had returned have again been displaced.  

People in areas affected by conflict, predominantly in Chin and eastern part of 

Sagaing state/region, were in need of humanitarian assistance prior July’s flooding. 

Efforts by humanitarian stakeholders in recent months have been frequently hindered 

by the ongoing conflict. Attempts to reach those communities affected by the flooding 

may continue to face obstacles (Free Burma Rangers, 23/06/2015; Myanmar Times, 15/07/2015; 

WFP, 31/05/2015). 

Women and adolescent girls in previous floods have resorted to a range of detrimental 

practices to maintain privacy (including waiting until nightfall to go to the toilet, bathing 

in dirty water), increasing the risk of sexual violence after a disaster (Royal Geographical 

Society). Women are also particularly vulnerable to disasters, as it leads to less access 

to resources, social networks and decision making; lack of safety nets; and due to the 

impact on the agricultural sector, more unemployment, increasing the risk of exploitation 

including trafficking in the aftermath of a disaster (ACAPS 07/2011). As of August 5, around 

9,500 pregnant and lactating women have been affected (UNICEF, 05/08/2015). 

Children not in flood shelters are extremely vulnerable and less likely to receive 

assistance as they are harder to identify and harder to reach (SC 2006). On 5 August, 

UNICEF reported that over 88,000 children had been affected. Over 23,000 are reported 

to be under 5 (UNICEF, 05/08/2015).  

 

Humanitarian and Operational Constraints 

Access: Access to those affected has been severely restricted in some areas as roads, 

bridges, and other transport infrastructure have been damaged or destroyed (ECHO, 

01/08/2015; Al Jazeera, 03/08/2015; BBC, 02/08/2015; OHCA, 01/08/2015). 

In Rakhine state, access to the city of Kalay – 400,000 residents – was entirely cut off, 

with air travel the only viable means of reaching the people in need (BBC, 02/08/2015). 

Reports of receding waters may improve access (Democratic Voice of Burma, 04/08/2015). 

In Chin state, landslides triggered by torrential rain have blocked major roads and 

severely restricted access to 40,000 people in the state capital. 

The damage caused by previous flooding in June and July to critical infrastructure had 

already reduced humanitarian access to some areas affected by July’s flooding. As of 

16 July, roads and bridges in Kawlin, Kyunhla and Kanbalu Townships, Sagaing region, 

were reported damaged (New Light Myanmar, 19/07/2015).  

Aggravating Factors 

Monsoon  

Monsoon season in Myanmar typically runs from May until October, though tropical 

storms can be expected until November (HEWS). Though there are reports of the water 

receding in some areas, the Myanmar Department of Meteorology and Hydrology has 

forecast more heavy rains over the coming days in flood-affected areas (MDMH, 

03/08/2015). It has predicted that rivers will drop below the danger level in affected areas 

by the 6–7 August (MDMH, 03/08/2015). 

 

Previous Flooding 

Heavy rains earlier in July led to the water in 12 dams across the country, including in 

Sagaing, Magway, and Rakhine, being released on 19 July. 14,847 hectares of summer 

http://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/water-released-prevent-damage-reservoirs-across-country
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/sitrep-mmr-floods-3-aug-2015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/sitrep-mmr-floods-3-aug-2015.pdf
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-33745840
http://www.ushmm.org/m/pdfs/20150505-Burma-Report.pdf
http://www.ushmm.org/m/pdfs/20150505-Burma-Report.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/13/world/asia/myanmar-to-bar-rohingya-from-fleeing-but-wont-address-their-plight.html?partner=rss&emc=rss&smid=fb-nytimes&bicmst=1409232722000&bicmet=1419773522000&smtyp=aut&bicmp=AD&bicmlukp=WT.mc_id&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/13/world/asia/myanmar-to-bar-rohingya-from-fleeing-but-wont-address-their-plight.html?partner=rss&emc=rss&smid=fb-nytimes&bicmst=1409232722000&bicmet=1419773522000&smtyp=aut&bicmp=AD&bicmlukp=WT.mc_id&_r=0
https://www.refintl.org/where-we-work/asia/bangladesh
http://www.ushmm.org/m/pdfs/20150505-Burma-Report.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/thailand/myanmar-bangladesh-address-root-causes-migrant-crisis
http://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/arakan-flood-destroys-170-acres-agricultural-land
http://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/arakan-flood-destroys-170-acres-agricultural-land
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/FlashUpdate-Flood%20Myanmar%204%20July%202015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/armed-conflict-kachin-and-parts-shan-state-continues
http://www.21stcenturychallenges.org/focus/who-are-most-vulnearable-to-natural-hazards/
http://www.21stcenturychallenges.org/focus/who-are-most-vulnearable-to-natural-hazards/
http://www.acaps.org/img/documents/disaster-summary-sheet-tropical-cyclones-dss-tropical-cyclones.pdf.
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Myanmar%20SitRep%20No%201%20-%2005%20August%202015.pdf
https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/resources/online-library/watermarks-child-protection-during-floods-in-bangladesh
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Myanmar%20SitRep%20No%201%20-%2005%20August%202015.pdf
http://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ECHO-Flash
http://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ECHO-Flash
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/08/myanmar-floods-150803061643736.html
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-33750690
http://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/ocha-flash-update-no-1-myanmar-floods-emergency-01-august-2015
http://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/flooded-kale-sees-daylight-last
http://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/water-released-prevent-damage-reservoirs-across-country
http://www.hewsweb.org/countries/default.asp?c=104
http://www.dmh.gov.mm/
http://www.dmh.gov.mm/
http://www.dmh.gov.mm/node/2552
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farmland and 1,273 hectares of monsoon paddy were flooded (New Light Myanmar, 

19/07/2015). 

Monsoon rains had led to flooding on 25 June and affected Rakhine state, Kayin state 

and Tanintharyi, Ayeyarwaddy and Bago regions. At least seven people were reported 

dead and around 14,430 people affected. Up to 2,400 houses were damaged, and 180–

550 were reported totally destroyed (114 in Ann Township, Rakhine state, alone). 47 

bridges were destroyed (Democratic Voice of Burma, 04/07/2015; Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations, 04/07/2015). Over 8,500 people were evacuated but almost all have since returned 

home or to their area of origin (Association of Southeast Asian Nations, 02/07/2015; OCHA, 

07/07/2015). Many of those affected in June may still require assistance (New Light Myanmar, 

19/07/2015). 

 

Ongoing Conflict 

Humanitarian access to parts of Myanmar been hindered by conflict between armed 

ethnic groups and the government of Myanmar. There are no current reports of ongoing 

clashes since the start of torrential rains. However, July saw at least 31 clashes 

nationwide. Several took place in eastern Sagaing region (Peace Monitoring Dashboard, 

31/07/2015).  These included cross-border operations by the Indian army against armed 

groups associated with the Naga ethnic group. The two parties signed a peace 

agreement on 4 August (Time, 04/08/2015).  

In the past armed groups and the government have been accused of preventing 

humanitarian access to people in need. Most recently in Chin, 350 IDPs near the town 

of Paletwa, near the Bangladesh border, have been without access to humanitarian 

relief since April due to fighting (International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs, 18/06/2015). Prior 

the flooding in July, it was unclear if humanitarian access had been restored. 

November Election  

Myanmar’s first democratic elections in 25 years are scheduled for 8 November (Myanmar 

Times, 10/07/2015). There are no current indications of an escalation of violence in the run-

up to the elections. However, given decades of conflict, and recent use of a military veto 

to block the results of a referendum which would restrict military dominance in 

government, tensions remain. An increase in violent conflict cannot be ruled out (ICG, 

01/07/2015). 

Censorship 

In previous disasters, like with the 2008 Cyclone Nargis, the Myanmar government 

supressed reports about the disaster impact and extent. Although there has been far 

more reporting that in previous years, there is a possibility that the government may 

censor reports from some areas (BBC, 04/08/2015). This may hinder humanitarian 

stakeholders from producing an accurate assessment of the needs and location of the 

affected population. 

Response Capacity 

Local and National Response Capacity 

Monasteries and schools are being used as evacuation centres. In Rakhine, local 

authorities are providing food, medical attention and NFI to families in temporary 

shelter.  

The Myanmar Red Cross Society in cooperation with other international organisations 

have provided assistance, including blankets, NFIs as well as speed boats to support 

the response in nine townships in Rakhine, Magway, Sagaing and Chin State (IFRC, 

04/08/2015). Other local NGOs have partnered with INGOs to provided healthcare 

services to affected areas (WHO, 03/08/2015). 

The government of Myanmar is providing medicine and food to flood affected areas. It 

also is supporting the repair of damaged infrastructure and homes. It has proposed 

specific financial assistance for displaced people in Ann Township, Rakhine state 
(WHO, 03/08/2015). 

The government of Myanmar has requested international assistance (Democratic Voice of 

Burma, 04/08/2015). This is an uncommon development and may indicate the severity of 

the disaster. 

International Response Capacity 

MSF has provided blankets, mosquito nets and water purification items, mainly in 

Rakhine state. MSF-Switzerland has offered its assistance in Sagaing (MSF, 04/08/2015). 

The WASH cluster has been distributing water purification tablets to affected 

communities (OCHA, 05/08/2015), and UNHCR has distributed shelter and NFI materials, 

including tarpaulins, blankets and buckets (UNHCR, 04/08/2015). 

Numerous INGOs are present providing assistance and supporting national partners. 

WHO and UNHCR are currently undertaking assessments.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/water-released-prevent-damage-reservoirs-across-country
http://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/water-released-prevent-damage-reservoirs-across-country
http://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/arakan-flood-destroys-170-acres-agricultural-land
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/FlashUpdate-Flood%20Myanmar%204%20July%202015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/FlashUpdate-Flood%20Myanmar%204%20July%202015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/FlashUpdate-Flood%20Myanmar%202%20July%202015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ROAP_Snapshot_150706.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ROAP_Snapshot_150706.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/water-released-prevent-damage-reservoirs-across-country
http://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/water-released-prevent-damage-reservoirs-across-country
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/pm_DashboardJuly15.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/pm_DashboardJuly15.pdf
http://time.com/3983281/nagaland-peace-accord-nscnim-narendra-modi-india/
http://www.iwgia.org/news/search-news?news_id=1216
http://www.mmtimes.com/index.php/national-news/15434-president-promises-fair-election.html
http://www.mmtimes.com/index.php/national-news/15434-president-promises-fair-election.html
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/publication-type/crisiswatch/crisiswatch-database.aspx?CountryIDs=%7b7E12FB4D-6C23-449D-AF08-550AD5FD2F2E%7d#results
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/publication-type/crisiswatch/crisiswatch-database.aspx?CountryIDs=%7b7E12FB4D-6C23-449D-AF08-550AD5FD2F2E%7d#results
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-33769567
http://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/red-cross-steps-international-response-178000-people-are-affected-floods-myanmar
http://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/red-cross-steps-international-response-178000-people-are-affected-floods-myanmar
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/sitrep-mmr-floods-3-aug-2015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/sitrep-mmr-floods-3-aug-2015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/flood-hit-burma-appeals-international-aid
http://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/flood-hit-burma-appeals-international-aid
http://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/msf-assisting-thousands-worst-flooding-decades-hits-parts-myanmar
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/FINAL_OCHA%20Situation%20Report_Myanmar%20Floods%20Emergency_05.08.2015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/unhcr-assists-flood-victims-myanmars-rakhine-and-kachin-states
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Population Coping Mechanisms 

After cyclones, affected populations generally adopt a number of coping mechanisms 
(ACAPS 07/2011):  

 changes in food intake, drawing on food stores, increased sale/slaughter of 

livestock, harvesting of reserve crops; 

 short-term/seasonal labour migration, intensification of local labour activities;  

 selling non-productive assets, taking out loans or calling in debts; and 

 changes in livestock migration patterns. 

 

 

Information Gaps and Needs 

The current needs and location of IDPs, including the Rohingya. 

General per–sector needs of the affected population. 

Break down of number of affected by state/region. 

Information relating to the impact of the flooding in Magway, including the needs and 

location of affected people (UN, 03/08/2015). 

Lessons Learned 

 Myanmar will benefit from the aid offered by international stakeholders as it can help 

bridge any gaps in response capacity. In 2008, when Myanmar refused international 

aid, when Cyclone Nargis struck Myanmar, 130,000 people died as a result (BBC, 

04/08/2015). 

 Water, sanitation, and health are major issues in the aftermath of cyclones and 

floods, and a speedy response is crucial to prevent the spread of diseases (ACAPS 

07/2011).  

 Indirect losses are often much higher than direct damage (ECLAC 2003). Resilience 

to natural disasters includes a home safe from flooding, the knowledge and skills to 

prepare for and cope with disasters, and the financial security to recover and rebuild 

in the aftermath of a shock. Solutions such as changing housing structures and crop 

patterns can help reduce flood damage (WFP 19/20/2014, JNA ACAPS 04/2014).  

 Implementation of an improved real-time flood and drought control warning system 

can reduce the damage caused by floods. Improved forecasting and early warning 

system and preparedness measures have helped to reduce the number of lives lost 

and impact on livelihoods by flood (WFP 19/20/2014, JNA ACAPS 04/2014). 

 Drills should be regularly organised to inform people what to do if an alert is issued: 

locking up their homes, keeping their cattle in a safe place, and taking only few 

cloths and important documents with them (First Post 14/10/2013). Different means 

of communication have proved essential in reaching a large population: constant 

news coverage before and throughout the event, emails, fax, telephones, and print 

media to communicate warnings and alerts, warnings and alerts delivered through 

online news networks, loudspeakers to warn residents of impending danger and to 

warn fishing boats at sea, and the distribution of satellite phones to representatives 

of the most vulnerable districts to ensure that warning communications continue 

during the storm (UNEP 11/2013). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.acaps.org/img/documents/disaster-summary-sheet-tropical-cyclones-dss-tropical-cyclones.pdf.
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51548#.VcHKifmqpBc
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-33769567
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-33769567
http://www.acaps.org/img/documents/disaster-summary-sheet-tropical-cyclones-dss-tropical-cyclones.pdf.
http://www.acaps.org/img/documents/disaster-summary-sheet-tropical-cyclones-dss-tropical-cyclones.pdf.
http://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/flood-protection-beyond-dams-building-resilience-bangladesh
http://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/flood-protection-beyond-dams-building-resilience-bangladesh
http://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/flood-protection-beyond-dams-building-resilience-bangladesh
http://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/flood-protection-beyond-dams-building-resilience-bangladesh
http://www.firstpost.com/india/cyclone-phailin-india-learned-its-lessons-well-say-global-experts-1170671.html
http://www.unep.org/pdf/UNEP_GEAS_NOV_2013.pdf
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Map   

(OCHA, 03/08/2015) 

http://reliefweb.int/map/myanmar/myanmar-flood-affected-areas-3-aug-2015

