
    ACAPS Secondary Data Review: Libya 

 

1 

 

Secondary Data Review – 5 June 2015 

Libya  
Humanitarian Impact of the Conflict 
 
Contents 

Overview ..................................................................................................................................... 1 

Key Findings ................................................................................................................................ 1 

Information Gaps and Data Limitations ....................................................................................... 1 

Humanitarian Access and Response Capacity ............................................................................ 3 

Displacement ............................................................................................................................... 4 

Protection .................................................................................................................................... 7 

Food Security and Livelihoods..................................................................................................... 9 

Health ........................................................................................................................................ 10 

Nutrition ..................................................................................................................................... 11 

Education .................................................................................................................................. 11 

Key Characteristics .................................................................................................................... 13 

 

 

Overview  

It is estimated that two million people, almost one-third of the total population, may have 

been affected by the conflict in Libya, due to displacement, the disruption of food, fuel, 

water, and medical supplies, as well as electricity, gas, healthcare and public services 

(Interagency Rapid Assessment 12/2014; European Commission 22/12/2014).  

This report presents the available secondary data on the impact of the crisis. Current 

data is supplemented with information on the impact of the 2011 crisis and/or pre-crisis 

data wherever possible.  

 

Key Findings 

Suspected 

impact  

 Protection needs are high.  

 If the conflict continues, humanitarian needs, particularly in 

health and nutrition and education, are likely to rise.  

 The destruction of civilian infrastructure and fuel shortages 

could aggravate WASH and food security needs. 

 

Aggravating 

factors 

 

 

 Very limited humanitarian access due to insecurity and 

fighting. 

 Weak institutional capacity. 

 Weak civil society organisations. 

 Damage to and destruction of public and civilian 

infrastructure. 

 

Priorities for 

humanitarian 

intervention  

 

 Health (emergency health including trauma care, basic 

services, supply of medicines, maternal health including pre-

post-natal care, vaccination) 

 Protection (especially for asylum seekers and refugees in 

detention centres) 

 

 

Information Gaps and Data Limitations 

Limited information is available on the current humanitarian impact of the conflict in 

Libya. Some of the information presented is not representative of the humanitarian 

situation in the whole of the country because of a lack of assessments. Even where 

assessments were possible, insecurity impeded access to particularly affected 

locations. Notable information gaps are: 

 Displacement: Comprehensive data on displacement is lacking as most 

international organisations left the country in mid-July 2014. Weak local authorities 

and political divisions mean sources may be unreliable. As such, figures are 

indicative (IDMC 30/03/2015).  

 Child protection: Information on formal authorities in Libya responsible for the 

protection of children and their response capacity. 

 Nutrition: No recent figures are available on nutrition.

This report was produced by ACAPS (Assessment Capacities Project) with the support of 
Save the Children Italy. For more information on ACAPS, go to www.acaps.org. 

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp271609.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp271609.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/201503-me-libya-overview-en.pdf
http://www.acaps.org/
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Humanitarian Access and Response Capacity 

Humanitarian Access  

The escalation of fighting in parts of the country, diminished state capacity to provide 

basic services, and the closure of most Libyan airspace to commercial flights has 

reduced  response capacity and aggravated the humanitarian crisis. Deteriorating 

security conditions has rendered Ubari, Benghazi, Ghat, a number of areas in the 

Nafusa Mountains, and other areas of conflict largely inaccessible to the humanitarian 

community, including United Nations staff.  

Borders: Neighbouring countries, including Algeria, Tunisia, and Egypt, have sealed 

their borders and imposed more stringent entry requirements (Amnesty International 

11/05/2015; UN Security Council 26/02/2015). Egypt has closed its border crossings to refugees 

and migrants from third countries, allowing entry to Libyan nationals only. The Tunisian 

border is also open to Libyans, but other nationals must have valid documents to be 

able to enter, and must depart from Tunisia after a short transit stay (Amnesty International, 

12/04/2015). In July 2014, thousands of Egyptians fleeing violence in Libya were stranded 

for days at the border with Tunisia, with authorities refusing them entry until Cairo had 

arranged their return home (AFP 23/02/2015).  

 

Presence of International Agencies and Organisations  

At January 2015, 238 international and national staff members, and Government-

provided personnel were deployed with UNSMIL. Of those, 80 national staff members 

remain in Tripoli; 59 members of the international component have been relocated to 

Tunis (UN Security Council 26/02/2015). Reportedly, most national UN staff still in Libya 

remain confined to their homes or offices (PI, 05/2015). 

The ICRC has had a permanent presence in Libya since 2011 and it is still present and 

active in the country (ICRC 13/04/2015). The International Medical Corps (IMC) is also 

present in the country (IMC 2015). The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) is still working on 

the ground in Libya (DRC 04/02/2015). The Danish Demining Group (DDG) is currently 

operational, but working through remote management. The organisation is assessing 

possible interventions on the Libyan side of the border with Tunisia in the North. 

The Libyan agency tasked with leading the humanitarian response reported in August 

2014 that it had not received funds in over a year and evaluated its own response 

capacity as almost non-existent (IRIN 07/08/2014). The Libyan Red Crescent and several 

national NGOs are still operating on the ground, but are overtasked with addressing the 

humanitarian needs of all the affected populations (IRIN 07/08/2014). 

 

Coordination  

Clusters have not been activated. The UN Humanitarian Country Team in Libya has 

relocated to Tunis for security reasons. It continues to provide humanitarian assistance 

where possible, working in close coordination with the Libyan Red Crescent Society, 

Libyan NGOstions and other national partners, including the Libyan Crisis Committees 
(UN Security Council 26/02/2015).  

In some sectors, response activities have been initiated. Protection Sector response is 

led by UNHCR; Food Security, as well as Logistics and Emergency 

Telecommunications, are led by WFP; the Health Sector is led by WHO. As of April 

2015, UNICEF leads the WASH sector (Libya Humanitarian Appeal 08/10/2014).   

 

Donors 

The Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) launched the Libya Humanitarian Appeal in 

September 2014, for USD 35.25 million. As of May 2015 the appeal is only 27% covered 
(Financial Tracking System).  

In 2014, the five biggest donors were Japan (USD 5.2 million), CERF (USD 4.5 million 

USD), the United States (USD 4.2 million), European Commission (USD 2.9 million 

USD), and Switzerland (USD 2 million USD) (Financial Tracking System). 

 

Previous Humanitarian Response Initiatives  

A comprehensive, joint food security and livelihoods assessment was undertaken by 

WFP, Save the Children and other NGOs. (WHEN?) 

In 2011, Save the Children ran programmes in child protection, child resilience, 

education, and health, as well as providing teacher training.  

 

Agencies Responding to Migrant and Refugees’ Needs 

IOM and local partners have been assisting third-country nationals (TCNs) in leaving 

Libya. IOM has also provided NFIs, including mattresses, blankets, and cooking 

utensils, to migrants and IDPs. In addition, IOM has been delivering training to local 

NGOs (IOM 08/01/2015).  

UNHCR, in cooperation with local partners, has assisted migrants rescued by the Libyan 

coast guard and brought them to detention centres in Tripoli (UNHCR 28/04/2015). DRC 

visited and monitored more than 10,000 migrants through visits to detention centres and 

communities over 2014, and distributed emergency relief. DRC has also been involved 

in awareness-raising and capacity-building for local partners and authorities. 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/libya_is_full_of_cruelty.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/libya_is_full_of_cruelty.pdf
http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_2015_144.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/SARBriefingPDF.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/SARBriefingPDF.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/libya/almost-15000-egyptians-flee-libya-sallum-crossing
http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_2015_144.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/libya/libya-violence-continues-humanitarian-needs-increase
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/libya
http://reliefweb.int/report/libya/vulnerable-groups-exposed-libyan-chaos
http://www.irinnews.org/report/100455/libya-insecurity-forces-aid-workers-to-leave
http://www.irinnews.org/report/100455/libya-insecurity-forces-aid-workers-to-leave
http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_2015_144.pdf
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/CAP/2014_Libya_Humanitarian_Appeal.pdf
http://fts.unocha.org/pageloader.aspx?page=emerg-emergencyDetails&appealID=1061
http://fts.unocha.org/pageloader.aspx?page=emerg-emergencyDetails&appealID=1061
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IOM-Libya-Situation-Report-08-January-2015.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/553f65519.html
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DDG has been implementing an armed violence reduction programme in Sabha since 

October 2013, aimed at raising awareness and capacity-building among civil society 

and local authorities (DRC 04/02/2015). IMC is providing mobile health clinics to detention 

centres to some detention centres (IMC 2015).  

 

Displacement 

Libya is a departure point to Europe for refugees, asylum seekers and irregular migrants 

from North as well as sub-Saharan Africa, and further afield. Irregular third-country 

nationals live in poor conditions while waiting to leave Libya. Hundreds of thousands of 

Libyans have been internally displaced by conflict, and conditions have worsened for 

IDPs as well as for refugees and migrants. (ACAPS has produced a separate briefing 

note on the current situation for Vulnerable Migrants attempting to reach Europe). 

 

Internal Displacement  

There were at least 400,000 IDPs in Libya in December 2014. Approximately 290,000 

are women and children. IDPs are scattered across 35 towns and cities. They are either 

hosted by relatives and local communities, or sheltering in public buildings.  

As of 8 September 2014, at least 56,544 people were still displaced since the 2011 

uprising that toppled Gaddafi (IDMC 30/03/2015). An estimated 40,000 were Tawerghans 

who had been expelled from Tawergha and were sheltering in temporary camps in 

Benghazi and Tripoli (IRIN 10/12/2014).   

Local authorities in Benghazi stopped registering IDPs in May 2014, so the total number 

of IDPs is likely to be considerably higher (IDMC 30/03/2015).  

 
2014–15  

West: 269,000 IDPs are in the country’s western region, including around 120,000 IDPs 

who fled fighting in the Warshefana suburb southwest of Tripoli in August 2014. Most of 

the IDPs who fled fighting in Tripoli are in the towns of Az Zawiya, Ajaylat, and Yafran 

in the west. Smaller numbers fled to the east, mainly to Tarhunah, Bani Walid, Misrata 

and Al Khums (IDMC 30/03/2015).  

East: At least 90,000 people (15,000 families) are displaced in eastern Libya, principally 

around Benghazi, Derna and Tobruk. Ajdabiya and Al Bayda also have significant IDP 

populations. Local authorities in Benghazi stopped registering IDPs in May 2014, so the 

total number of IDPs is likely to be considerably higher (IDMC 30/03/2015).  

Benghazi: In February, many internally displaced Libyans and refugees in Benghazi 

were suffering from the lack of medical supplies. Many IDPs were no longer able to 

afford rent. Increasing numbers of schools (about 45) were sheltering those who have 

nowhere else to turn. Host families were overstretched as food, cooking oil and fuel 

prices had doubled. UNHCR identified food and NFIs as urgent needs in Benghazi 
(UNHCR 12/02/2015). 

Ubari area: Fighting between the Tebu and Tuareg groups in the southern town of Ubari 

in early October 2014 displaced close to 18,500. Some were staying in schools and 

empty houses in Sabha, Ghat, Murzuq, Wadi Shafti, Lewenat and Jufra, in the 

southwest (UNHCR 14/11/2014; UNHCR 16/01/2015).  

Tawergha: The majority of the 40,000 people who were expelled from Tawergha 

continued to live in displacement in Tripoli or Benghazi. Approximately 9,200 IDPs from 

the Mashashiya, Qawalish and Sian tribes remain displaced in the Nafusa Mountains. 

By the end of December 2014, approximately 9,600 Tawerghan IDPs from five camps 

in Benghazi had been displaced for a second time, and had found shelter in schools, 

rented homes, or other public facilities in Benghazi, Ajdabiya and nearby towns (IDMC 

30/03/2015). 

 

Refugees and Irregular Migrants in Libya 

Libyan law criminalises all irregular entry, stay, or departure, without distinguishing 

between migrants, refugees, or victims of trafficking. The country does not recognise 

asylum seekers or refugees: Libya is not a signatory to the 1951 Refugee Convention 

(European Commission 22/12/2014). Many migrant workers are undocumented, and the 2010 

Law on Combating Irregular Migration allows for the indefinite detention and deportation 

of people considered to be irregular migrants (Amnesty International 11/05/2015).  

Mixed migrants in Libya have limited or no legal rights. They are facing systematic 

abuse, random detention and abduction by armed groups or local authorities (DRC 

04/02/2015). 

 

Pre-crisis  

Libyan authorities did not have full control over the border during Gaddafi’s rule, and 

hundreds of people crossed from sub-Saharan Africa, via Sudan, Niger, and Chad.  

Between 2008 and 2011, the flow of illegal migrants from Libya to Europe dried up after 

the signing of a treaty with Rome. Since the 2011 crisis, smugglers have exploited the 

volatile situation in Libya (AFP 04/05/2015; AFP 21/04/2015). 

http://reliefweb.int/report/libya/vulnerable-groups-exposed-libyan-chaos
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/libya
http://acaps.org/img/documents/b-acaps-briefing-note-libya-mediterranean-sea-vulnerable-migrants-4-jun-2015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/201503-me-libya-overview-en.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/201503-me-libya-overview-en.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/201503-me-libya-overview-en.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/201503-me-libya-overview-en.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/libya/unhcr-delivers-medical-aid-hospital-benghazi
http://www.unhcr.org/5465fdb89.html
http://www.unhcr.org/54b8f3389.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/201503-me-libya-overview-en.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/201503-me-libya-overview-en.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/libya_en.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/libya_is_full_of_cruelty.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/libya/vulnerable-groups-exposed-libyan-chaos
http://reliefweb.int/report/libya/vulnerable-groups-exposed-libyan-chaos
http://reliefweb.int/report/libya/7000-migrants-held-libya-says-official
http://reliefweb.int/report/libya/post-revolt-libya-hub-people-smuggling
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2014–2015  

An estimated 150,000 migrant workers and 37,000 refugees are in Libya, looking for 

passage to Europe. Some estimate the number of refugees to be up to ten times higher 

(PI 05/2015). Refugees and asylum-seekers are mainly registered in Tripoli and Benghazi. 

According to UNHCR, the largest group among registered refugees are Syrians (UNHCR 

28/04/2015).  

Many migrants are living in the districts most affected by the violence and are in need 

of protection and assistance. Many asylum seekers and refugees arrive in an extremely 

vulnerable condition, having suffered either trauma or torture in their country of origin or 

during the journey to Libya (European Commission 22/12/2014).    

The number of sea crossings towards Europe from Libya in 2014 far exceeded those of 

any other year. UNHCR estimates that, approximately 141,000 of the 170,100 people 

(82%) who arrived in Italy in 2014 departed from Libya. Some 3,300 are known to have 

drowned at sea; an unknown number are missing. Between September and December, 

some 48,800 people arrived in Italy from Libya (UN Security Council 26/02/2015). The flow has 

increased further in 2015: during the first quarter, about 120,000 migrants and refugees 

fled to Italy (IDMC 30/03/2015).  

 

Libyans in Tunisia 

There are two million Libyans abroad. Estimates put the number of Libyans in Tunisia 

at 500,000–800,000 (PI 05/2015). Most come from cities and move to Tunis and other 

urban centres; the less well-off tend to be in the south of Tunisia, from Gabès to Ras 

Jdir.  

The borders are sometimes temporarily closed to deal with sudden influxes, but mostly 

remain open to Libyans, who need no visa to enter the country. Libyans further benefit 

from a 1973 Convention, which in principle allows them to work, establish businesses, 

and circulate in Tunisia with relative freedom. However, UNHCR Tunisia reported that 

the lack of Tunisian documentation, especially work permits, constrains refugees’ 

access to formal employment. UNHCR continues to host survivors of rescue at sea 

incidents in Medenine (UNHCR, 30/04/2015). 

There is no national asylum system in place. UNHCR is supporting Tunisian authorities 

with the development of a national legal asylum framework.  

The influx does raise security concerns. Libya remains awash in weapons and is home 

to extremists. The Government has threatened to repatriate Libyans engaging in 

political activities unless they follow the law and inform relevant Tunisian authorities of 

meetings, etc. (Brookings Institution 17/03/2015).There are also sharp tensions within the 

Libyan community, which, to date, has not led to significant violence in Tunisia. There 

have been reports of negative portrayals of Libyans in the media, indicating potential 

tensions between Libyans and the host population (France24 01/10/2014).  

Libyans also come to Tunisian in search of medical care, with private clinics in cities like 

Sfax receiving a high number of wounded Libyan fighters and civilians (New York Times 

09/09/2014).  

Education: Many Libyans lack sufficient documentation to enrol children in public 

schools, though Tunisian private schools will accept them. Differences in the education 

systems mean many children face great difficulties integrating (PI 05/2015). If the situation 

persists for a long time, more and more families could run out of savings and become 

unable to afford schooling and other necessities. The Libyan Government has opened 

five schools in Tunisia, but these are insufficient (Brookings Institution 17/03/2015; PI 05/2015). 

Returnees to Tunisia 

Another cost has been the return of the 100,000 Tunisians working in Libya.  

http://reliefweb.int/report/libya/unhcr-and-partners-help-sea-crossing-survivors-libya-detention-centres
http://reliefweb.int/report/libya/unhcr-and-partners-help-sea-crossing-survivors-libya-detention-centres
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/libya_en.pdf
http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_2015_144.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/201503-me-libya-overview-en.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/tunisia/impact-libyan-middle-class-refugees-tunisia
http://observers.france24.com/content/20141001-libyan-refugees-stigmatised-tunisia-reputation
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/10/world/africa/libya-refugees-tunisia-tripoli.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/10/world/africa/libya-refugees-tunisia-tripoli.html?_r=0
http://reliefweb.int/report/tunisia/impact-libyan-middle-class-refugees-tunisia
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Protection 

In February, UNHCR reported that in Benghazi, people in many neighbourhoods, 

including refugees and asylum seekers, were stranded and unable to move, making 

them particularly vulnerable (UNHCR 12/02/2015). 

Perceived supporters of Gaddafi and his regime are at risk of extra-judicial killings, 

abduction, enforced disappearance, arbitrary detention (including in unofficial detention 

centres), torture, ill-treatment, and death in detention. 

 

Refugees and Irregular Migrants 

Mixed migrants become direct targets or risk getting caught between battle lines and at 

the same time they are in need of basic assistance such as water, food, blankets and 

medicine (DRC 04/02/2015).  

Forced Labour: The deteriorating political and security conditions have increased 

xenophobia among some local communities who blame them for the rise of smuggling 

networks and criminality. Migrants and refugees are increasingly exploited and forced 

to work without pay and physically assaulted (Amnesty International 11/05/2015). 

Abduction: Mixed migrants are often handed over to criminal groups upon entry to 

Libya at the country’s southern borders or in major transit cities along the migration 

routes such as Ajdabiya and Sabha. According to Amnesty, they are then held captive 

and subjected to torture and other ill-treatment for the purpose of extortion. Such 

abductions also occur in major cities on the Libyan coast, where foreign nationals 

usually find better job opportunities (Amnesty International 11/05/2015). 

Detention: Foreigners arrested for lack of lawful immigration status can spend anything 

from one week to 12 months in detention (UNHCR 28/04/2015). As of May, between 5,000 

and 7,000 migrants had reportedly been held for months in detention centres. The 

centres are mainly in the Tripoli region and in Misrata, areas (AFP 04/05/2015). Currently, 

12 government-run centres and more than 21 centres run by militias are reported in 

Libya (PI 05/2015). 

In April, UNHCR reported at least 2,663 migrants or asylum seekers (including women 

and children) in eight immigration detention facilities run by the Department for 

Combatting Illegal Migration (DCIM) – a significant increase from the 1,455 people 

registered in detention in March. The main nationalities in the centres were Somalis, 

Eritreans, Ethiopians and Sudanese as well as people from various West African 

countries (UNHCR 28/04/2015). 

Conditions in detention centres are poor, with urgent needs for more medical help, 

improved ventilation and sanitation as well as basic relief items. Overcrowding 

compounds already tough conditions. In some centres, more than 50 people are 

crowded into rooms designed for half that number. Rising temperatures and mosquitoes 

may facilitate the spread of disease (UNHCR 28/04/2015). Shortages in food and basic 

necessities, such as cleaning products, medicine and food have been reported from 

Government-run centres (Amnesty International 11/05/2015). 

In militia-run centres, the situation is presumed to be much worse. Humanitarian actors 

have no access to militia-run centres due to insecurity. There are no facilities for 

children, increasing the protection needs of minors (PI 05/2015). 

In many cases, migrants and refugees have been subjected to torture or other ill-

treatment in both militia and government-run detention centres. Women held in these 

facilities, which lack female guards, are vulnerable to sexual violence and harassment. 

SGBV has frequently been reported in both Government and militia-run centres. 

Additionally, torture and ill-treatment on account of religious discrimination, particularly 

of Christian minorities, have frequently been reported (Amnesty International 11/05/2015).  

In 2014, more than 25,000 illegal migrants were repatriated, compared with just 1,651 

so far in 2015 (AFP 04/05/2015). According to a security official, the means for repatriation 

are lacking (AFP 04/05/2015).  

 

Other Vulnerable Groups 

Baseline information: Berber (Amazigh) and Arab comprise 97% of the population. 

The other 3% include Greeks, Maltese, Italians, Egyptians, Pakistanis, Turks, Indians 

and Tunisians (CIA World Factbook 01/05/2015). Libya has some 140 tribes or clans with 

various geographic extensions and kinship links extending beyond its borders. Only 30 

can be categorised as major tribes or kinship groupings with significant social and 

political influence (Al Ahram 06/02/2014). 

 

2011  

The Gaddafi regime nurtured Libyans’ sense of geographical and tribal identity and 

manipulated ethnic and tribal tensions. For example, Gaddafi alternatively granted or 

denied citizenship to the Tebu and Tuareg minorities in the south (Small Arms Survey 

02/2014; International Crisis Group 14/09/2012).   

The subsequent collapse of the Libyan state created favourable conditions for ethnic 

mobilisation and violence, including the rapid expansion of self-defence tribal militias 

(Martin & Weber 2012). Fragmented and weak authorities and the end of the patronage 

system have not been able to address conflicts over oil, administrative power, land, and 

http://reliefweb.int/report/libya/unhcr-delivers-medical-aid-hospital-benghazi
http://reliefweb.int/report/libya/vulnerable-groups-exposed-libyan-chaos
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/libya_is_full_of_cruelty.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/libya_is_full_of_cruelty.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/libya/unhcr-and-partners-help-sea-crossing-survivors-libya-detention-centres
http://reliefweb.int/report/libya/7000-migrants-held-libya-says-official
http://reliefweb.int/report/libya/unhcr-and-partners-help-sea-crossing-survivors-libya-detention-centres
http://reliefweb.int/report/libya/unhcr-and-partners-help-sea-crossing-survivors-libya-detention-centres
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/libya_is_full_of_cruelty.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/libya_is_full_of_cruelty.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/libya/7000-migrants-held-libya-says-official
http://reliefweb.int/report/libya/7000-migrants-held-libya-says-official
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ly.html
http://weekly.ahram.org.eg/News/5321/19/Tribes-and-abductions.aspx
http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/fileadmin/docs/R-SANA/SANA-Dispatch3-Libyas-Fractuous-South.pdf
http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/fileadmin/docs/R-SANA/SANA-Dispatch3-Libyas-Fractuous-South.pdf
http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/middle-east-north-africa/north-africa/libya/130-divided-we-stand-libyas-enduring-conflicts.aspx
http://www4.carleton.ca/cifp/app/serve.php/1394.pdf
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control of smuggling routes. Instead, they have relied heavily on local elders to negotiate 

ceasefires (International Crisis Group 14/09/2012). These have remained largely unenforceable 

and impossible to translate into lasting peace agreements (IDMC 30/03/2015). 

Communities perceived to be loyal to Gaddafi based on their ethnicity experienced 

forced displacement, indiscriminate shelling, looting and the burning of homes. This 

applies in particular to the Tuareq, Tawerghans, and the Mashashiya. Poorly resourced 

and makeshift IDP camps housing minority ethnic groups have been attacked by 

militias, resulting in arbitrary arrests, abductions, deaths and further displacement. 

Human rights abuses against dark-skinned Libyans, including those originally of sub-

Saharan descent, derives in part from allegations that Gaddafi used African 

mercenaries (UK Home Office 18/02/2015).  

 

2014–15 

On 9 April 2013, the General National Congress (GNC) adopted a law mandating 

punishment of not less than one year’s imprisonment for anyone guilty of discrimination 

on the basis of class, group, region, gender, or colour. However, the interim 

governments enforce neither the prohibitions nor the punishments effectively, 

particularly with regard to discrimination toward women and minorities.  

Inter-tribal clashes: Conflict has been reported between minority groups, in particular 

in the southeast of the country between the Tebu and the Zway, and between the Tebu 

and Awlad Suleiman, over smuggling routes; and in southern Libya between Tuareg 

and Tebu armed groups. Assassinations and abductions motivated by tribal conflicts 

are perpetrated in Tripoli and Benghazi with impunity, with civilians targeted solely for 

their actual or suspected tribal, family or religious affiliation (UK Home Office 18/02/2015). At 

end February 2015, the UN Security Council reported that kidnapping, murder and 

robbery remained prevalent in Sabha, as tensions escalated between various tribal 

groups, namely Awlad Suleiman, Qadhadhfa and Tebu. Attempts by the Libyan 

authorities to reconcile the communities proved unsuccessful (UN Security Council 

26/02/2015). 

Religious minorities, in particular Christian migrants and refugees, are at high risk of 

abuse, including abduction, torture and other ill-treatment, and unlawful killing. Armed 

groups seeking to enforce their own interpretation of Islamic law have been responsible 

for serious human rights abuses. Religious minorities also face widespread 

discrimination and persecution from their employers, criminal groups and in immigration 

detention centres.  

 

 

 

Gender-Based Violence (GBV) 

Baseline information: Domestic violence, rape and other forms of gender-based 

violence inside and outside the home are considered private matters that carry a great 

deal of shame and are rarely discussed publicly. A victim of rape risks prosecution for 

extramarital relations if she presses charges and may instead have to marry the 

perpetrator to save her and her family’s honour. Although rape is a crime, spousal rape 

is not (UNICEF 2011). 

 

Pre-crisis 

According to the 2010 Freedom House report there are no shelters offering protection 

for women who are victims of domestic violence in Libya. There are “social rehabilitation 

facilities”, which some women enter voluntarily, while some are detained against their 

will. The centres have been criticised for human rights abuses. The girls and women 

held in these facilities include girls who have broken moral codes or who have become 

pregnant without being married, as well as girls and women who have been raped 
(UNICEF 2011).  

 
2014–2015  

The UN Security Council reported that attacks on women activists increased over 

September 2014 to February 2015 (UN Security Council 26/02/2015). Extremist activity in 

Libya is a source of serious concern given regional trends regarding sexual violence 

committed by armed groups (UN Security Council 26/02/2015).   

Female IDPs in camps have reported feeling unsafe to leave camps unescorted (UK 

Home Office 18/02/2015). There is also an increasing number of female-headed households 

and widows.  

Sexual abuse of female mixed migrants, including pregnant women, has frequently 

been reported, particularly by women travelling unaccompanied (Amnesty International 

11/05/2015). Sexual violence against women and girls is reported to have taken place 

among migrants and asylum seekers travelling to Europe (UN Security Council 26/02/2015).   

 

Mines and ERW, Cluster Bombs 

2011  

Under Muammar Gaddafi, Libya defended the use of anti-personnel landmines and 

refused to join the Mine Ban Treaty. Human Rights Watch (HRW) documented the 

extensive use of anti-personnel and anti-vehicle landmines by Gaddafi forces during the 

2011 conflict. HRW researchers found at least five types of mines in nine locations, 

http://www.crisisgroup.org/en/regions/middle-east-north-africa/north-africa/libya/130-divided-we-stand-libyas-enduring-conflicts.aspx
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/201503-me-libya-overview-en.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/405974/CIG_Libya_-_Minority_Ethnic_Groups_v_1.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/405974/CIG_Libya_-_Minority_Ethnic_Groups_v_1.pdf
http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_2015_144.pdf
http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_2015_144.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/gender/files/Libya-Gender-Eqaulity-Profile-2011.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/gender/files/Libya-Gender-Eqaulity-Profile-2011.pdf
http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_2015_144.pdf
http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_2015_144.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/405974/CIG_Libya_-_Minority_Ethnic_Groups_v_1.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/405974/CIG_Libya_-_Minority_Ethnic_Groups_v_1.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/libya_is_full_of_cruelty.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/libya_is_full_of_cruelty.pdf
http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_2015_144.pdf
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including around Ajdabiya, in the Nafusa Mountains, near Brega, and in Misrata, where 

the Gaddafi government also laid at least three sea mines near the port. During the 

2011 conflict, Libya’s then-opposition National Transitional Council (NTC) 

formally pledged not to use antipersonnel and antivehicle landmines, and to destroy all 

mines in its forces’ possession (Human Rights Watch 25/03/2015). 

 

2014-15 crisis 

There is credible evidence of the use of cluster bombs in at least two locations in Libya 

since December 2014, according to HRW, at Bin Jawad in February 2015 and at Sirte 

in March (Human Rights Watch 15/03/2015).  

 

Child Protection 

Baseline  

Although a signatory to the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), issues 

including non-discrimination, best interest of the child and juvenile justice are believed 

to have been inadequately reflected in Libya’s national laws. 

The country lacks comprehensive and disaggregated data on key child protection 

issues, including violence and abuse against children, child labour and exploitation, birth 

registration, children in contact with the law, and migrant children. Pre-existing child 

protection concerns are believed to include child labour, drug abuse, abandonment of 

illegitimate children, and exposure to domestic violence and neglect. A lack of attention 

towards early childhood care and development and denial of quality education for all 

age groups are also reported. A “youth bulge”, attributed to recent declines in fertility 

rates, means that one in three Libyans are youths and adolescents (CARE 05/2011). 

Institutional capacities to address these issues are lacking. In Sirte, only 25 of 47 

positions at the the Department of Social Affairs were filled as of March 2012. There 

were only four of them were social workers (UNICEF 08/02/2013).  

 

2011 

The conflict in 2011 killed or maimed a number of children and left many areas heavily 

contaminated by explosive remnants of war. Small arms and light weapons were 

widespread; children continued to be killed and injured by their use (UNICEF 08/02/2013). 

A CARE assessment in 2011 identified the following main child protection concerns: 

separation of children from their families; physical harm including exposure to 

unexploded ordnance; psychosocial distress caused by children’s ongoing exposure to 

the conflict; involvement of children in armed conflict; reports of sexual violence against 

women and children; shortage of some basic food items and medication, particularly for 

infants and young girls; limited capacity of child protection services (WASH Cluster 03/2012). 

 

2014–2015 

There is no protection and there are no services for refugee or asylum-seeking children 

in detention centres (PI 05/2015).  

 

UNICEF has launched a national campaign with municipalities in Libya to provide 

psychosocial support for IDP children, the establishment of child-friendly spaces, the 

prevention of school dropouts, the integration of school-based psychosocial activities, 

the non-involvement of children in armed conflict, and empowering young people and 

engaging their parents through local and community actions. The following 

municipalities have already joined the campaign: Janzour, Benghazi, Albaydaa, Abou 

Salim, Qasr Ben Ghesheir, Tawergha local council, Zintan, Souq Al Khamis, Al Zawiya 

West, Andalus, Swani Beni Adem, Isbeia, Zuwara, and Tripoli (UNICEF 21/04/2015). 

Additionally, since 2014, UNICEF has worked on developing a restorative justice-based 

juvenile justice system in Libya, which included development of training materials and 

training of professionals working with children in contact with the law (UNICEF 12/04/2015). 

On 26 February, the GNC’s human rights committee discussed with UNESCO the final 

draft of the Juvenile Bill which addresses Juvenile justice and rehabilitation. The 

committee concluded that the law is flawless but highlighted the need for institutions to 

reform it (GNC 26/02/2015).  

 

Food Security and Livelihoods 

2011  

The lack of commercial shipping, the deteriorating exchange rates, and the difficulties 

in the banking system significantly reduced imports of food and fodder (Libya 

traditionally imports 75–90% of food and fodder needs). Interruption of imports and 

anticipated exhaustion of food stocks led to higher food prices. Households’ purchasing 

power was further reduced by delayed payment of salaries to civil servants. IDPs, third-

country nationals, and people who were vulnerable pre-crisis relied heavily on hosting 

communities and families (Inter-agency, 04/2011; OCHA, 05/2011). 

Thousands of third-country nationals were expelled or fled the crisis. The loss of these 

workers combined with reduced availability of resources decreased the capacity of the 

service industry and limited the provision of public services.  

http://www.hrw.org/news/2012/03/25/libya-good-start-landmine-destruction
http://reliefweb.int/report/libya/libya-evidence-new-cluster-bomb-use
http://washcluster.net/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2012/03/Child-Protection-Needs-Assessment-Libya-SC-2011.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/about/execboard/files/2012_PL33_Libya_CPD-final_approved-English.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/about/execboard/files/2012_PL33_Libya_CPD-final_approved-English.pdf
http://washcluster.net/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2012/03/Child-Protection-Needs-Assessment-Libya-SC-2011.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/libya/together-children-unicef-s-national-campaign-libya
http://reliefweb.int/report/libya/germany-and-unicef-continue-strengthen-child-protection-system-libya
http://gnc.gov.ly/news_det_page.aspx?news_id=2729
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/CAP/Revision_2011_Libyan_Crisis_FA_SCREEN_IJAPLU.pdf
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2014–2015  

Access to food: Escalating conflict in 2014 has deteriorated food security prospects. 

Security uncertainties have disrupted procurement and distribution systems, resulting 

in lost income opportunities for farmers unable to market their production and food 

shortages in urban areas. Fuel shortages are widespread. The import requirement is 

projected at 3.2 million metric tons in 2014/15, an increase of about 7% compared to 

2013/14 (FAO, 01/2015). 

Household food consumption: A December 2014 assessment shows that 14% of 

IDPs are considered moderately/severely food insecure, facing significant economic 

vulnerability and asset depletion, and 84% of IDPs are at risk of food insecurity. 

Populations who have been displaced for three months or longer and are staying in 

public facilities are among the most vulnerable. Coping strategies include reducing non-

food expenditures and selling assets (Inter-agency, 12/2014).    

Food availability: In a December 2014 assessment, 79% of displaced populations 

reported having increased their expenditures compared to the pre-crisis period: more 

than half of their cash expenditure is on food. This is mainly due to a significant increase 

in food prices, up more than 40% for basic food items compared to the pre-crisis period; 

price increase of non-food items and decreased income are also challenges (Inter-agency, 

12/2014). Basic goods and fuel are in short supply; in some urban areas, people no longer 

have reliable access to electricity and are using firewood for cooking (ICG, 02/2015). 

Markets: Access to local markets has reportedly not been severely affected by 

insecurity; as of December 2014, shops and markets were still operating. In Ajdabiya 

and Al Marj disruption of supply has been reported, as the port of Benghazi is not fully 

functional. In Az Zawiyah and Ajaylat market key informants indicated that some shops 

have closed down due to lack of fuel and workers (Inter-agency, 12/2014). 

Livelihoods and income: Income options for IDPs and returnees have been reportedly 

severely affected. Unpaid salaries and a non-functioning banking system have been 

highlighted as the main challenges to generating income. Migrant workers reportedly 

have faced challenges to due to lack of job opportunities in sectors affected by declining 

foreign investments. Refugees/asylum seekers’ ability to find jobs is limited by the lack 

of a legal system to support them; a lack of access to residence permits is a particular 

problem (Inter-agency, 12/2014). 

Around a third of IDPs and returnees cited kinship supports/remittances or savings as 

the main source of income in a December 2014 inter-agency assessment, after skilled 

labour and salaried work. Migrants need particular assistance obtaining job 

opportunities (Inter-agency, 12/2014). 

Libyan oil production has recovered faster than expected following the conflict in 2011, 

but is currently well below the 2010 capacity due to clashes between groups in the oil 

producing regions (FAO, 01/2015). 

 

Health  

2011  

During the 2011 crisis, two million people were estimated to be in need of basic 

healthcare. Priorities in the 2011 Libya Flash appeal were triage, injury, trauma care 

and medical evacuation, maintenance of basic services, and the establishment of an 

early warning and response system for epidemic-prone diseases (Flash Appeal 03/2011).  

The need for replenishment of both chronic and emergency health supplies hampered 

effective response. Migrant workers, including nurses, medical technicians and 

specialised medical professionals made up around 60% of personnel in the health 

sector, and many left. Many health facilities were only treating emergency cases. People 

were being refused entry to secondary care centres and had to make home-based 

arrangements (Revised Flash Appeal 05/2011). 

The World Health Organization estimated that more than a third of Libyans were directly 

and/or indirectly exposed to the conflict. The prevalence of severe post-traumatic stress 

disorder was estimated at 12.4% and severe depression at 19.8% in 2012 (MSF 

2015).      

 

2014–2015  

Access: Hospitals are both overcrowded with patients and have reduced capacity, 

following the exodus of foreign workers (Interagency Rapid Assessment 12/2014). In August, 

the Ministry of Health warned of a possible collapse of the health system after the 

evacuation of 3,000 health workers originating from the Philippines and India, 

accounting for 80% of Libya's hospital staff (WHO, 01/10/2014). 

The movement of patients and health workers is difficult in conflict-affected areas, and 

many hospitals have closed due to insecurity (Interagency Rapid Assessment 12/2014). In 

Benghazi, access to medical care remains a major problem in many areas. A number 

of hospitals have been shelled, including the Benghazi Medical Centre and the 

Jumhuriya Hospital. Armed groups also occupied a number of medical facilities, among 

them Hawari General Hospital (UN Security Council 26/02/2015).  

Access to healthcare is viewed as being particularly difficult for vulnerable groups such 

as the elderly and the very sick – who are presumably in the greatest need of healthcare 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Libya%20GIEWS%2026jan2015.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp271609.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp271609.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp271609.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/157-libya-getting-geneva-right.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp271609.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp271609.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp271609.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Libya%20GIEWS%2026jan2015.pdf
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/CAP/Flash_2011_Libyan_Crisis_SCREEN.pdf
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/CAP/Revision_2011_Libyan_Crisis_FA_SCREEN_IJAPLU.pdf
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/country-region/libya
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/country-region/libya
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp271609.pdf
http://www.emro.who.int/lby/libya-news/situation-report-update-14-31-august-2014.html
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp271609.pdf
http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/s_2015_144.pdf
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services. For migrant workers, access to health services is reportedly particularly 

constrained. Key challenges are lack of resources to buy medicine and pay for health 

services. Migrant workers in the east reported that access to public health service 

facilities is more constrained than to private facilities. For refugees and asylum seekers, 

about half reported constraints in accessing health services, mainly due to lack of money 

to pay for services (Interagency Rapid Assessment 12/2014). Migrants and asylum seekers do 

not have access to vaccinations. No healthcare is provided in militia-run detention 

centres (PI 05/2015).  

 
Availability: A shortage of medicines and medical supplies has been reported by WHO. 

IDP/returnees have highlighted shortage of supplies in some areas and increased prices 

of medicine (Interagency Rapid Assessment 12/2014). The shortage of medical supplies has 

been an ongoing problem, not only in hospitals and health centres in Tripoli and 

Benghazi, but also in medical facilities in towns hosting significant numbers of IDPs 

such as Az Zawiya and Ajdabiya. Most warehouses storing medicines in Tripoli were 

located in areas where fighting has been particularly intense, putting them out of reach. 

Even where access to warehouses has been possible, supplies have been looted. 

Imports have been severely hampered by the closure of Libyan airspace and difficulties 

in overland access (IDMC 30/03/2015). Gynaecological care capacity seems to be an issue 

in some places. The sudden influx of wounded following fighting or attacks meets some 

hospitals underprepared and overstretches their capacities.  

Vaccinations: Some reports suggest that cold chains cannot be guaranteed. In August 

2014, IOM reported that vaccines had been stolen from warehouses (IOM 12/08/2014).  

 

Nutrition  

Baseline Data  

Over 2008-2013, 6% of children under five were moderately or severely underweight; 

21% suffered moderate or severe chronic malnutrition; 7% moderate or severe acute 

malnutrition; and 22.4% were moderately or severely overweight (UNICEF 2013). 

A 2008 study found that the prevalence of malnutrition was higher in boys, in rural areas, 

and in underprivileged groups. However, being overweight was more common in urban 

areas and privileged groups. Being underweight was more common in arid areas, such 

as Sirte and Sabha, and in mountain areas of Al Akhdar and Al Gharbi. This was mainly 

due to high prevalence of acute malnutrition in arid areas and chronic malnutrition in 

mountain areas. There was high incidence of both chronic malnutrition and being 

overweight in mountainous regions, and low prevalence of chronic malnutrition in the 

arid area of Sabha.   

In the youngest children, being overweight and chronic malnutrition were the most 

common nutrition-related problems. In early infancy, the prevalence of chronic 

malnutrition was higher among boys, but by the end of five years of age, the prevalence 

became higher in girls. Although prevalence was higher in rural areas, the contribution 

from urban areas and larger cities, such as Tripoli, to the overall pool of malnutrition 

was quantitatively more important (Adel, Rolland-Cachera, et al. 2008).   

 

Education 

Baseline Data  

Libya has one of the highest literacy rates in the region: as of 2012, 90% of people aged 

15 and over were literate, 96% male and 83.7% female (CIA World Factbook, 2015). Primary 

school is compulsory. As of 2006, 10.1% of children aged 4–5 were attending pre-

primary school, including 10% female. Gross primary school enrolment was 104%, and 

secondary school enrolment was 110%, including 120% female (the ratio exceeds 

100% due to inclusion of over- and under-aged students). No numbers have been 

published since this data was made available (UNICEF, 2008; UNESCO, 2013).  

The number of women enrolled in education has significantly increased and even 

surpassed that of men; by age 30 all women have received at least a basic level of 

education; some have university-level education (Otman, Karlberg, 2007). 

As of mid-2014, there were an estimated 256,276 students in public basic education in 

454 schools in Benghazi and Tripoli; between 46,361 and 69,467 students are 

estimated to be attending public secondary education in 121-147 secondary schools in 

Benghazi and Tripoli (HCT, 2014). 

As of 2012, there were 4,800 schools in the country. 10.5% are private schools. Only 

5% of schools taught at the pre-primary level (Government/UNICEF/REACH, 2012).  

Despite substantial financial investment in the education sector, the quality of education 

is of particular concern, partly due to a severe lack of teacher training. The overall quality 

of the Libyan educational system was ranked 142 out of 144 in the World Economic 

Forum’s 2012 competitiveness report (Government/UNICEF/REACH, 2012). 

As of 2012, access to WASH varied considerably between public and private schools, 

and between the different regions of Libya. While access to latrines, running water or 

hand-washing facilities was reportedly good, access to drinking water was more 

problematic, with 25% of schools unable to provide access and 63% lacking a waste 

disposal system. (Government/UNICEF/REACH, 2012). 

 

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp271609.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp271609.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/201503-me-libya-overview-en.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/libya/regular-press-briefing-information-service-12-august-2014-libya
http://www.data.unicef.org/corecode/uploads/document6/uploaded_pdfs/corecode/SOWC_2015_all-countries-update_214.xlsx
http://www.libyanjournalofmedicine.net/index.php/ljm/article/viewFile/4745/4936
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ly.html
http://www.childinfo.org/files/MENA_Libya.pdf
http://www.uis.unesco.org/DataCentre/Pages/country-profile.aspx?code=LBY&regioncode=40525
https://books.google.ch/books?id=8iw-OlGJsJ8C&pg=PA146&lpg=PA146&dq=school+attendance+libya&source=bl&ots=ntIEPK3YNZ&sig=2hliyToibtGdLDwpQhXgc1ntNnY&hl=fr&sa=X&ei=c45LVZCBAaLmyQOY_ICoAg&ved=0CDcQ6AEwAw#v=onepage&q=school%20attendance%20libya&f=false
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Libya%20Humanitarian%20Appeal-Final-081014.pdf
http://www.washinschoolsmapping.com/projects/pdf/Libya_Nationwide%20assessment%20report%20english.pdf
http://www.washinschoolsmapping.com/projects/pdf/Libya_Nationwide%20assessment%20report%20english.pdf
http://www.washinschoolsmapping.com/projects/pdf/Libya_Nationwide%20assessment%20report%20english.pdf
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2011  

Some 41% of schools reportedly sustained damage before, during, or after the 2011 

uprising, mainly in the north; among those, 26% reported a high level of damage. 12% 

of schools reported having been occupied by IDPs during the 2011 uprising, and an 

additional 12% by other groups (armed groups, humanitarian actors) 
(Government/UNICEF/REACH, 2012). 

The conflict disrupted the education of displaced school-aged children. Most children 

lost their school materials; capacity building for teachers was also considered a priority 

need (OCHA, 05/2011).  

 
2014–15  

Children have been suffering from disruption to their school attendance and 

experiencing stress because of renewed conflict in 2014. There is reportedly low state 

capacity to address the risks to public institutions’ disruption (Reuters, 01/2015). A 

December 2014 assessment showed that 21% of displaced school-aged children do not 

attend school (this varies across locations). The main challenges include closed 

schools, insecurity, and lack of space in local schools. Schools are also used as IDP 

shelters. Some 20% of IDPs are school-aged children who do not have access to 

education (UNICEF 03/2015). Children of refugees and asylum seekers face even more 

difficulties, with the major constraint being lack of resources to pay for tuition, books, 

etc. (Inter-agency, 12/2014). 

As of 2014, there is no active cluster for education in Libya. The Ministry of Education’s 

website is functioning, which indicates that education issues are being monitored. 

Humanitarian response activities implemented under the Education Sector include 

psychosocial support, life skills, mine-risk education and peace education (HCT, 08/2014). 

 

 

 

 

http://www.washinschoolsmapping.com/projects/pdf/Libya_Nationwide%20assessment%20report%20english.pdf
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/CAP/Revision_2011_Libyan_Crisis_FA_SCREEN_IJAPLU.pdf
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/01/14/us-libya-collapse-idUSKBN0KN00D20150114
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Libya%20Sitrep%20March%202015.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp271609.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Libya%20Humanitarian%20Appeal-Final-081014.pdf
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Key Characteristics 

  Pre-crisis 
 

Crisis/Latest data 

Spatial data 1.76m sq km.  
4,340km of land border; 1,770km of coastline.  
22 municipalities; 468 Basic People’s Congresses. 

Identical 

Population figures and demographics  6.46m (15% migrants) (2010)  
0–14 years: 32%.  
Urban 85%. 
 
 

6.2m (12% migrants) (2013)  
0–14 years: 27% 
55+ year: 8.8%   
Urban: 78.4%  
Population growth rate: 3.08% 

Average household size  6.2 6.16 

Gender roles Personal status law is derived from Islamic law, which 
in some cases can be detrimental to women.  
Women’s economic participation has been 
encouraged in recent years, but remained low in terms 
of labour in 2011.  

 

Livelihood practices  17% of labour force in agriculture;  
23% in industry;  
59% in services (2004) 

2% of labour force in agriculture; 
46% in industry;  
52% in services (est. 2014) 

Scale/ 
distribution of displaced people  

12,640 refugees and asylum seekers;  
>1 million migrants (2010) 
 
 

393,420 IDPs (296,000 around Nafusa mountains; 90,000 in Benghazi)  
37,000 refugees  
15,000 migrants.  
> 150,000 people have sought refuge abroad (end 2014) 

Pre-existing vulnerabilities  21% unemployment (2009)  
 

30% unemployment.  
Approx. 33% at or below the national poverty line.  

Mortality/ 
morbidity  

Life expectancy: 76.5  
U5MR: 19 deaths per 1,000 live births (2009) 
 

Life expectancy: 75.  
Infant mortality rate: 13 deaths per 1,000 live births  
U5MR: 15 deaths per 1,000 live births (2013) 

Food security  More than 90% of food is imported.   

Nutrition 21% malnutrition prevalence among under-fives  
children; 6.5% acute malnutrition.  

4% under-fives moderately and severely underweight. 
21% chronic malnutrition (2012) 

WASH  
 

45.6% use unimproved water sources 
3.4% unimproved sanitation  

Sources: ACAPS, 03/2011; UN, 2010; UNICEF, 2011. WB, 2015; CIA World Factbook, 2015; Euromonitor, 2013; UNICEF, 2013; UNHCR, 02/2015; UNHCR, 11/2014; IDMC, 02/2015; IOM, 
01/2015. 

http://acaps.org/img/documents/secondary-data-review-libya-110303-sdr-libya.pdf
http://ww2.unhabitat.org/habrdd/conditions/nafrica/libya.htm
http://www.unicef.org/gender/files/Libya-Gender-Eqaulity-Profile-2011.pdf
http://data.worldbank.org/country/libya
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