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WHAT IS A RISK? 

Risk is a function of probability and impact. A risk is the probabil-
ity of a hazard (or multiple hazards) occurring, combined with the 
estimated impact of the hazard(s). The risk level (Low, Medium, 
and High) posed by a hazard increases as either the probability 
that it will occur increases, the severity of the expected impact 
increases – or both. 

Overall, the occurrence of a risk prompts a change from the sta-
tus quo, which leads to a notable deterioration in the humanitar-
ian situation and a higher number of people in need (exposure), 
or a higher severity of need (intensity). 

The ACAPS risk methodology combines probability with impact 
for each hazard or combination of hazards. This gives us the 
risk. Risks will fall into one of three categories: Low, Medium, 
or High.

OBJECTIVE OF RISK ANALYSIS

The crises identified in this report have been selected because 
there are certain events or factors (triggers) that may emerge 
over the coming six months, which point towards a potential shift 
or change in the current situations of the monitored countries. 
Some risks are raised as ‘new trends’ while others as ‘rapid and 
marked deterioration’. A deteriorating humanitarian situation 
that continues at the same rate is considered a trend, rather than 
a risk. The latter is not included in the report.

ACAPS analysts conduct daily monitoring and 
independent analysis of more than 150 countries, 
including risk analysis and risks analysis updates. 
ACAPS continues to monitor closely the risks 
identified in order to establish how they have 
evolved and if they have materialised. You can find 
the updates of the risks identified in Global Risk 
Report – March 2020 at the end of this analysis. 

The objective is to enable humanitarian decision-
makers to understand potential changes that could 
have humanitarian consequences. By exposing
the possible developments and understanding their 
impact, these potential changes can be taken into 
account in planning and preparedness.

INTRODUCTION
ACAPS Global Risk Analysis outlines a number 
of key contexts where a notable deterioration 
may occur within the next six months, leading to 
a spike in humanitarian needs 

For the next six months, ACAPS
has identified the following eight risks:

High

Lebanon/Syria

Haiti

Yemen

Sudan

Medium
Cameroon

Central African
Republic

Lesotho

Venezuela

Low Myanmar

https://www.acaps.org/sites/acaps/files/resources/files/acaps_technical_brief_introduction_to_risk_analysis_methodology_may_2019.pdf


LIMITATIONS 

• Considering the diversity and complexity of the crises in this
report, it has not been possible to cover each one in detail.
Instead, we have highlighted the broad evolution of each
crisis to flag potential deteriorations and inform operational,
strategic, and policy decision-makers.

• The focus on risk analysis means that we have not considered 
multiple possible factors that could lead to an improvement
in a given context.

• We do not publish our full risk monitoring, but an edited
version that we think is relevant for the humanitarian sector.

• In this report we have not given attention to unforeseen cir-
cumstances that may change the course of events, such as
natural hazards and sudden onset events.

• Information gaps also limit the analysis.

• While efforts were made to ensure that all information was
up to date at the time of publication, the fluidity of situations
in some countries means that significant changes are often
observed from one week to the next.

Read more about our risk methodology

OTHER FORWARD-LOOKING ANALYSIS FROM ACAPS

ACAPS often produces country-specific risk reports, scenarios, 
and anticipatory notes as part of our forward-looking analytical 
work. Some recent publications that complement this global 
analysis are:

• Palestine anticipatory note
• Yemen scenarios
• Yemen risk report
• Venezuela risk report
• Colombia risk report

KEY PRINCIPLES OF RISK ANALYSIS 

Risk analysis requires a solid understanding of the context and 
an investigation of the interaction of the variables that could 
cause or resist change.

Risk analysis is not an exact science. An event identified as a 
hazard might not evolve or materialise as expected, or not have 
the projected impact. Events or factors (triggers) that were 
expected to drive a shift or change in the current situation may 
not occur or new factors might arise, preventing the expected 
change or shift in the situation from happening.

The probability of a risk does not need to be high for it to be a 
concern. A hazardous event estimated to have a 50% probability 
of occurring should be a cause for concern for humanitarians. 
In some cases, a probability as low as 30% may be of concern.
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https://www.acaps.org/sites/acaps/files/resources/files/acaps_technical_brief_introduction_to_risk_analysis_methodology_may_2019.pdf
https://www.acaps.org/sites/acaps/files/products/files/20082020_anticipatory_note_annexation_of_the_west_bank_update.pdf
https://www.acaps.org/sites/acaps/files/products/files/20200831_acaps_yemen_analysis_hub_scenarios_august_2020.pdf
https://www.acaps.org/sites/acaps/files/products/files/20200825_acaps_yemen_analysis_hub_risk_update.pdf.pdf
https://www.acaps.org/sites/acaps/files/products/files/20200527_acaps_risk_report_covid-19_outbreak_in_venezuela_and_the_health_system.pdf
https://www.acaps.org/sites/acaps/files/products/files/20200909_acaps_risk_analysis_colombia.pdf


LEBANON/SYRIA
The deepening socioeconomic 
crisis in Lebanon leads Syrian 
refugees to opt for unsafe return 
to Syria, increasing humanitarian 
needs 

CAMEROON
Rise in violent events targeting 
civilians, IDPs, and refugees in the 
Far North region results in increased 
displacement and protection needs 

VENEZUELA
The reactivation of Colombia’s 
economic activity leads to 
a large influx of Venezuelan 
refugees and migrants, who will 
face increased livelihood and 
protection needs aggravated by 
a rise in xenophobia

HAITI
An unusually active hurricane 
season leads to higher levels of 
food insecurity and humanitarian 
needs in a country with already 
limited national response capacity

CAR (Central African Republic)

Loss of state authority following 
contested elections leads to an 
increase in armed group activity and in 
the severity of humanitarian needs

SUDAN
Severe economic deterioration 
leads to an inability of the State to 
cope with immense economic and 
food insecurity

LESOTHO
Reintroduction of COVID-19 
mitigation measures results in 
decreased access to livelihoods 
and a deterioration in food security

YEMEN
Continued depreciation of the 
Yemeni riyal drives inflation up, 
reducing households’ purchasing 
power and access to basic needs

MYANMAR
Fighting between government 
forces and non- state armed groups 
continues amid scheduled elections 
and COVID-19, worsening humanitarian 
needs and disenfranchising parts of 
the population

GLOBAL
RISK ANALYSIS
OCTOBER 2020

*The risks identified on this map
are expected to materialise within

the next six months.

Risk level
High 
Medium
Low
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HAITI
An unusually active hurricane season leads 
to higher levels of food insecurity and 
humanitarian needs in a country with already 
limited national response capacity

Risk level High

RATIONALE 

As of 27 October, the 2020 Atlantic hurricane season (1 June–30 
November) had already produced 28 named storms – one 
of which reached Haiti – and three major hurricanes (OCHA 

18/10/2020; CDP 26/10/2020). This is well above the yearly average 
of 12 storms (The Guardian 22/08/2020; NOAA 06/08/2020; NOAA 

10/09/2020).   

The latest strongest storm to hit Haiti was Hurricane Matthew 
(a Category 5 tropical hurricane) in October 2016, which left 2.1 
million people affected and around 900,000 additional people 
in urgent need of food assistance (OCHA 02/2017). At least 20% 
of the country was affected, with extensive flooding and signif-
icant damage to infrastructure. In July 2017, 1.4 million of the 
2.1 million people affected were still in need of humanitarian 
assistance (IFRC 10/05/2018). Since then, the recovery 
capacities of the country have not improved. If a 
similar event were to happen, there is a high prob-
ability that the humanitarian consequences could 
be severe in terms of food security and damages 
to core critical infrastructure (ShelterBox 10/09/2020).   

Haiti has a total population of 10.9 million. More than 

6 million Haitians live below the poverty line (US$2.41 a day), 
and 5.1 million are in need of humanitarian assistance (OCHA 

09/01/2020; OCHA 03/06/2020). Food insecurity is already a main 
concern in Haiti; 42% of the population (4 million people) face 
high acute food insecurity and are in need of urgent action. 3.1 
million are classified as facing Crisis (IPC Phase 3) levels of 
food insecurity and 900,000 Emergency (IPC Phase 4) levels (IPC 

04/09/2020; FEWS NET 16/09/2020). 

COVID-19 containment measures implemented between March 
and June 2020 aggravated the country’s long-term economic 
deterioration, which is characterised by increasing unemploy-
ment, currency devaluation, and increased price inflation, which 
limit people’s access to food and essential goods (UN 19/06/2020; 

FEWS NET 16/09/2020; IOM 04/10/2020). 

Food insecurity and humanitarian needs are also likely 
to be aggravated by an increase in armed gangs, 

which are operating with impunity and targeting 
poor neighbourhoods. The current president has 
been ruling by decree since Haiti’s elections were 
delayed in 2019. This has led to a constitutional and 

political crisis, social unrest, and a sharp rise in inse-
curity (Al Jazeera 04/09/2020; The Haitian Times 04/09/2020; 

France24 15/09/2020).

PROBABILITY

IMPACT

Very low Low MajorModerate Significant

Negligible Low Very highMedium High
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https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20201016_updated_key_messages_2020_hs_ver._2_eng.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20201016_updated_key_messages_2020_hs_ver._2_eng.pdf
https://disasterphilanthropy.org/disaster/2020-atlantic-hurricane-season/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/aug/22/hurricane-us-gulf-coast-coronavirus
https://www.noaa.gov/media-release/extremely-active-hurricane-season-possible-for-atlantic-basin
https://www.noaa.gov/news/la-nina-develops-during-peak-hurricane-season
https://www.noaa.gov/news/la-nina-develops-during-peak-hurricane-season
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/HTI-Matthew-Dashboard 2017.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/haiti/haiti-hurricane-matthew-emergency-appeal-operations-n-mdrht013-12-month-update
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/preparing-busy-hurricane-season
https://reliefweb.int/report/haiti/ha-ti-aper-u-des-besoins-humanitaires-2020-janvier-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/haiti/ha-ti-aper-u-des-besoins-humanitaires-2020-janvier-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/haiti/ha-ti-plan-de-r-ponse-humanitaire-janvier-2019-d-cembre-2020-r-vision-due-la-pand-mie
https://reliefweb.int/report/haiti/haiti-ipc-acute-food-insecurity-analysis-august-2020-june-2021
https://reliefweb.int/report/haiti/haiti-ipc-acute-food-insecurity-analysis-august-2020-june-2021
https://reliefweb.int/report/haiti/central-america-and-caribbean-key-message-update-acute-food-security-remains-atypically
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14218.doc.htm
https://reliefweb.int/report/haiti/central-america-and-caribbean-key-message-update-acute-food-security-remains-atypically
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IOM_Flow Monitoring_COVID-19_Bi-Monthly SitRep No. 24.pdf
https://www.aljazeera.com/videos/2020/09/04/haiti-protests-anger-over-killings-by-armed-gangs/
https://haitiantimes.com/2020/09/08/dorval-death-ignites-protests-against-violence-in-haiti/
https://www.france24.com/en/20200914-haiti-capital-port-au-prince-brought-to-a-standstill-by-protesting-police


Risk level High

HAITI

IMPACT

The overall capacity of the country to respond to current 
humanitarian needs is insufficient. The COVID-19 pandemic and 
containment measures have intensified these needs (ShelterBox 

10/09/2020). Remote locations, poor infrastructure, limited logis-
tics, and increased insecurity also limit aid distribution.

Haiti’s healthcare system is experiencing disruptions as a result 
of COVID-19. There has been a reduction in available services, 
including reproductive healthcare and routine immunisation 
(OCHA 31/08/2020). There is a high possibility of a collapse of 
the health system, which was already weak before COVID-19 
and which is unable to cope with the current pandemic. There 
may also be a possible additional crisis – particularly in the Sud 
department, which was previously hit by similar events. 

The risk of water-borne disease outbreaks during the above-av-
erage hurricane season is high, because of the lack of basic 
healthcare and routine vaccinations during 2020. Shelter, NFIs, 
livelihoods, and education will also be some of the main needs 
of the affected population.

Floods, loss of crops, and disruptions in supply chains will likely 
see the number of people who are food insecure and in need 
of urgent assistance rising to more than half the population. 
Because of the country’s economic decline, without greater 
international assistance it is unlikely the government will have 
the financial resources to properly support the population with 
safety net programmes and to finance imports (OCHA 31/08/2020; 

CEPR 27/03/2020).

Recent levels of insecurity could hamper humanitarian access, 
while COVID-19 and containment measures could make it more 
challenging for response teams to reach hurricane-hit areas.
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https://reliefweb.int/report/world/preparing-busy-hurricane-season
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/preparing-busy-hurricane-season
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20200902_flash_update_no._8_covid-19_-_ocha_haiti_-_en.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20200902_flash_update_no._8_covid-19_-_ocha_haiti_-_en.pdf
https://cepr.net/covid-19-in-haiti-the-current-response-and-challenges/


LEBANON/SYRIA
The deepening socioeconomic crisis in Lebanon 
leads Syrian refugees to opt for unsafe return to 
Syria, increasing humanitarian needs

RATIONALE

The Lebanese economic crisis – which started in 2017 – has 
caused many Syrian refugees to lose their jobs. Since October 
2019, the Lebanese lira (LBP) has lost over 80% of its value and 
inflation has exceeded 100%, impacting food prices and other 
basic goods. The situation has deteriorated further with the 
economic repercussions of the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
explosion in Beirut, which destroyed or partially destroyed res-
idential and business areas and Lebanon’s key commercial port 
(ESCWA 19/08/2020; Business Insider 15/07/2020; WFP 06/2020; Reuters 

26/08/2020; SNHR 09/09/2020). In Lebanon it is difficult for Syrians 
to obtain residence permits, limiting their access to services, 
jobs, and housing. In July 2020, the Ministry of Social Affairs 
outlined possible plans to organise the return of Syrian refugees 
(Al Jazeera 24/08/2020; Arab News 18/07/2020; FDD 04/08/2020).

These developments are forcing some Syrian refugees to view 
returning to Syria as a viable option. It is expected that at least 
5%1  of Syrian refugees will return in the next six months. Syria 
still faces protracted conflict and large-scale internal displace-
ment, and has weak or non-existent infrastructure and social 
services; over 50% of social infrastructure is not operational. A 
lack of security as a result of the conflict remains widespread 
across the country (SACD 12/07/2020; USAID 02/07/2020; UNHCR 

16/06/2020; SNHR 09/09/2020; IPA 29/09/2020).

Syria has been facing an economic crisis since October 2019 – 
partly impacted by the Lebanese crisis, which is causing lower 
remittance flows into Syria. Many Syrians have kept their savings 
in Lebanese banks, where their value has eroded drastically as a 
result of the depreciation of the LBP. The economy in Syria also 
deteriorated with the intensification of sanctions (WFP 07/2020; WFP 
08/2020; AP 12/06/2020; Asharq Al-Awsat 10/01/2020; MEI 28/08/2020).

IMPACT

As more Syrians return – both forcibly and voluntarily – the 
severity of humanitarian needs will significantly increase, 
including food security, access to essential services, housing, 
and protection.  

Syrians must cross the borders with a valid passport – which costs 
between US$300–800 per person – and must exchange US$100 to 
Syrian pounds at the official rate in order to enter the country; both 
are unaffordable to most of the impoverished Syrians in Lebanon. 
Syrian refugees will likely be refused entry at the border if unable 
to fulfil these requirements, and will resort to taking dangerous 
smuggling routes or being stranded at the borders with increased 
protection, housing, and NFI needs (The New Arab 10/07/2020; SNHR 

09/07/2020; The New Arab 18/09/2019; VOA 16/06/2020).

Returnees are at risk of arrest, extrajudicial killings, forced dis-
appearances and conscription, kidnappings, and gender-based 
violence. Since the beginning of 2020, at least 62 Syrians return-
ing from Lebanon have been arrested or forcibly disappeared. 
The active conflict puts returnees in danger and may force them 
to flee their homes, becoming new IDPs in Syria (SNHR 09/09/2020; 

The Washington Post 02/06/2019). 

Many Syrians do not have or have lost their civil documentation, 
limiting their access to essential services, legal rights, and 
housing, land, and property. With land and property often taken 
away by the government, many returnees will have no home to 
return to (EASO 04/2020; InfoMigrants 17/02/2020; HRW 23/09/2020; 

SNHR 15/08/2019). 

Returnees – already the most economically vulnerable – will 
face another economic crisis in Syria. Scarce economic oppor-
tunities will force more households to adopt negative coping 
mechanisms. Severe fuel and bread shortages will continue 
to impact the displaced population and host communities (UN 
29/06/2020; SAWA 02/2019).

Risk level High

PROBABILITY

IMPACT

Very low Low MajorModerate Significant

Negligible Low Very highMedium High

1. This figure is derived from a survey of 3,000 Syrian refugees in Lebanon – conducted by Stanford’s Immigration Policy Lab between August and October 2019 – which 
found that 5% of respondents intended to return to Syria within one year. Given that the survey was conducted at the start of the economic downturn in Lebanon and before 
the economic repercussions of COVID-19 and the Beirut port explosion, it is expected that at least 5% of the total Syrian refugee population in Lebanon (1,500,000 people) 
would opt to return. The estimate takes into account the new approved plan by the Ministry of Social Affairs in Lebanon, which would push more Syrians to return.7    ACAPS RISK ANALYSIS — OCTOBER 2020

https://www.unescwa.org/sites/www.unescwa.org/files/20-00268_pb15_beirut-explosion-rising-poverty-en.pdf
https://www.businessinsider.com/lebanon-financial-crisis-economy-bread-prices-2020-7?r=US&IR=T
https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000116784/download/
https://www.reuters.com/article/lebanon-crisis-inflation-idUSL8N2FS5TU
https://www.reuters.com/article/lebanon-crisis-inflation-idUSL8N2FS5TU
http://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/The_Syrian_regime_prevents_hundreds_of_Syrian_citizens_from_returning_from_Lebanon_to_their_homeland_en.pdf
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/syrians-forced-return-unsafe-syria-200824104115435.html
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1706306/middle-east
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2020/08/04/crisis-in-lebanon/
https://syacd.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/SACD_WE_ARE_SYRIA_EN.pdf
https://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/352986/07.02.20-USG-Syria-Complex-Emergency-Fact-Sheet-9.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2020/6/5ee884fb4/syrian-refugees-profoundly-hit-covid-19-economic-downturn.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2020/6/5ee884fb4/syrian-refugees-profoundly-hit-covid-19-economic-downturn.html
http://sn4hr.org/wp-content/pdf/english/The_Syrian_regime_prevents_hundreds_of_Syrian_citizens_from_returning_from_Lebanon_to_their_homeland_en.pdf
https://www.poverty-action.org/sites/default/files/publications/P%26R Syrian Refugees Policy Brief_2020.09.25.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WFP-0000118918.pdf
https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000119211/download/?_ga=2.161811573.838146310.1601533401-347141439.1591177400
https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000119211/download/?_ga=2.161811573.838146310.1601533401-347141439.1591177400
https://apnews.com/article/d86e069a7cb2b53866da440874301857
https://english.aawsat.com/home/article/2075531/damascus-estimates-syrian-deposits-lebanese-banks-worth-45-billion#:~:text=Damascus%20Estimates%20Syrian%20Deposits%20in%20Lebanese%20Banks%20Worth%20%2445%20Billion,-Friday%2C%2010%20January&text=Damascus%20estimated%20on%20Thursday%20that,from%20a%20dire%20economic%20crisis.
https://www.mei.edu/publications/how-crisis-lebanon-impacting-syrias-economy
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2020/7/10/syrians-must-exchange-100-to-local-currency-upon-return
http://sn4hr.org/sites/news/2020/07/09/syrian-regime-set-force-syrian-returning-syria-exchange-100-us-dollars-equivalent-currencies-accordance-exchange-rates-published-regime/#:~:text=July%209%2C%202020-,The%20Syrian%20regime%20is%20set%20to%20force%20all%20Syrian%20returning,least%2060%20percent%20of%20its
http://sn4hr.org/sites/news/2020/07/09/syrian-regime-set-force-syrian-returning-syria-exchange-100-us-dollars-equivalent-currencies-accordance-exchange-rates-published-regime/#:~:text=July%209%2C%202020-,The%20Syrian%20regime%20is%20set%20to%20force%20all%20Syrian%20returning,least%2060%20percent%20of%20its
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/english/indepth/2019/9/18/why-going-home-is-not-an-option-for-syrians
https://www.voanews.com/middle-east/covid-19-increases-economic-hardship-syrian-refugees-un-says
http://sn4hr.org/blog/2020/09/09/55433/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/gdpr-consent/?next_url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.washingtonpost.com%2fworld%2fassad-urged-syrian-refugees-to-come-home-many-are-being-welcomed-with-arrest-and-interrogation%2f2019%2f06%2f02%2f54bd696a-7bea-11e9-b1f3-b233fe5811ef_story.html
https://easo.europa.eu/sites/default/files/publications/easo-coi-report-syria-idps-returnees-internal-mobility.pdf
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/22822/syrians-returned-home-from-lebanon
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/09/23/syrias-100-dollar-barrier-return
http://sn4hr.org/blog/2019/08/15/54146/
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14231.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14231.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14231.doc.htm


LEBANON/SYRIA
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SUDAN
Severe economic deterioration 
leads to an inability of the State 
to cope with immense economic 
and food insecurity

RATIONALE

Sudan has been in an economic crisis since 2018 (ACAPS 

14/02/2019). Continuing violence, disease outbreaks, and 
fluctuating food security have created a baseline of serious vul-
nerability. 9.3 million people (23% of the total population) were 
projected to be food insecure during 2020 (OCHA 01/2020) – even 
before the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic and related impacts, 
and the second wave of the regional desert locust outbreak (FAO 

26/10/2020). In July, the IPC increased this number to 9.6 million 
people facing food insecurity, 65% more than the same period 
in 2019 and the highest hunger levels ever recorded in Sudan 
(IPC 07/2020). This estimate did not take into account the impact 
of severe countrywide flooding between July and September 
2020, which affected 875,000 people (OCHA 28/10/2020). The 
combination of these factors has placed increasing economic 
pressure on Sudan and put it at high risk of acute food insecurity 
at unprecedented levels in the coming six months (Radio Dabanga 

06/08/2020). 

The annual agricultural output in 2020 was 5.1 million metric 
tons, a 36% decrease from 2019 (FEWS Net 28/02/2020). The overall 

inflation rate rose from 114% in May to 212% by September 2020, 
affecting staples such as bread and sugar and preventing gen-
eral access to food for poor households (Al Jazeera 14/10/2020). 
The inflation rate was also driven by the impacts of flooding 
that destroyed 2.2 million hectares of cultivated land; 108,000 
heads of livestock and 1.1 million metric tons of grain were lost. 
On 5 September, Sudan declared a national state of emergency 
because of the floods and on 10 September declared an eco-
nomic state of emergency (Al Jazeera 11/09/2020). These signal 
that the national government does not have the capacity to 
manage the crisis without international aid. The US Government 
is still making its final decision as to whether Sudan remains on 
its list of ‘state sponsors of terrorism’. While on this list, Sudan 
does not have the right to any loans from the International Mon-
etary Fund and the World Bank, limiting its access to external 
structural aid (Al Jazeera 11/09/2020). The Sudanese transitional 
government is at risk of being unable to provide adequate 
humanitarian assistance to the increasing numbers of its people 
who are food insecure.

PROBABILITY

IMPACT

Very low Low MajorModerate Significant

Negligible Low Very highMedium High

Risk level High
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https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/acaps-briefing-note-sudan-economic-crisis-13-february-2019
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/acaps-briefing-note-sudan-economic-crisis-13-february-2019
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Sudan_2020_HNO.pdf
http://www.fao.org/ag/locusts/en/info/info/index.html
http://www.fao.org/ag/locusts/en/info/info/index.html
http://www.ipcinfo.org/ipc-country-analysis/details-map/en/c/1152718/
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/sudan/
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/six-day-fuel-queues-as-port-sudan-runs-on-empty
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/six-day-fuel-queues-as-port-sudan-runs-on-empty
https://fews.net/sites/default/files/documents/reports/MONTHLY PRICE WATCH with ANNEX_February 2020_FINAL.pdf
https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2020/10/14/sudan-annual-inflation-tops-200-in-sept-as-food-prices-soar
https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2020/9/11/sudan-declares-economic-emergency-after-currency-plunges
https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2020/9/11/sudan-declares-economic-emergency-after-currency-plunges


SUDAN
IMPACT 

Almost a quarter of the total population is already food insecure. 
Dire levels of food insecurity could extend to more than a quarter 
of the population within the next six months, as a result of flood 
damages, COVID-19 and related measures, violence, and the 
desert locust outbreak (yet to reach its peak). The impact of 
these combined factors goes beyond a lack of adequate nutri-
tion and could result in the disruption of all aspects of regular 
functioning of society. 

Rising water levels and consequent landslides have blocked 
roads and are impeding effective aid delivery to those in need. 
Sudan imports 50% more than it exports. The currency reserves 
that are usually used to pay for wheat imports are reaching 
depletion (Financial Times 27/09/2020). Combined with a national 
shortage of basic foods, the Sudanese state is not able to offset 
this through revenue from imports. 

The countrywide floods have polluted clean water sources, and 
more than 30,000 collapsed latrines have interrupted sewage 
and drainage systems (OCHA 1/10/2020). This could increase the 
spread of diseases, ranging from seasonal and waterborne ones 
such as malaria, dengue, and chikungunya, to vaccine-derived 
polio which can be spread through infected faeces. Although 
these diseases are rampant in Sudan, the extent and severity of 
the flooding hugely increases the potential spread of infection 
(OCHA 06/10/2020). Measures put in place to prevent the rapid 
onset of COVID-19 have also interrupted vaccination campaigns 
and continue to limit the reach of humanitarian aid.

HAZARDS DIRECT IMPACT HUMANITARIAN IMPACTBASELINE | TRIGGERS

1. Economic Crisis
2. Increasing Violence

and Instability
3. Low Foreign Reserves

4. Devalued Currency

1. Limited
HumanitarianAid

2. Loss of Livelihood
3. Inability to

Finance Imports

1. Severe Food
Insecurity

2. Mass Displacement

1. Political violence
2. Economic
deterioration

3. Prevalent food
insecurity

4. Active disease
landscape

1. COVID-19
2. Severe Flooding

3. Desert Locust Outbreak

Risk level High

Chain of plausability:
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https://www.ft.com/content/8c6b9992-17be-45f4-9a87-f6ee524dc7d8
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-situation-report-1-oct-2020-enar
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/sudan


YEMEN
Continued depreciation of the Yemeni riyal 
drives inflation up, reducing households’ 
purchasing power and access to basic needs

Risk level High

RATIONALE 

Foreign currency is of vital importance to the Yemeni economy, 
as the country imports around 90% of food and fuel requirements 
(Oxfam 04/12/2017). All main inflows of foreign currency in Yemen 
have been hit hard by the conflict, and by the global oil prices 
crisis and the COVID-19 pandemic.

Earnings from Yemen oil exports have halved because of the 
fall in global oil prices and interrupted exports. A Saudi deposit 
of US$2.2 billion in March 2018 to cover letters of credit 2 for 
staple food imports is nearly depleted and no additional funding 
has been confirmed. Humanitarian funding has been severely 
reduced and major aid programmes scaled down or suspended 
(UN HC Yemen 23/09/2020; OCHA 07/10/2020); remittances have 
fallen largely as a result of the effect of COVID-19 on the earn-
ings of Yemenis abroad (World Bank 06/2020). These all combine 
to reduce the total inflow of foreign currency (IPC 22/07/2020). 
The internal economic warfare enabled by a divided monetary 
system has driven a divergence of exchange rates – currently 
a 15% difference – in areas controlled by the two main parties 
to the conflict. The exchange rate has remained fairly stable in 

Ansar Allah territories at an average of 600 Yemeni Riyal (YER) 
to the USD since April 2020, while it spiraled from less than 700 
YER to over 800 between April and October in areas under the 
internationally recognised Government of Yemen (IRG) (Sana’a 

Center 09/09/2020; CCY 11/10/2020). In mid-September the YER 
reached an all-time low.

Importers are resorting to more expensive formal and informal 
sources to obtain foreign currency, as usual sources are shrink-
ing. Increased demand for foreign currency will further weaken 
the YER in both systems. Currency speculation will also dest-
abilise the exchange rate. Reduced foreign currency, increased 
economic warfare, and increased currency speculation will 
result in a continued depreciation of the YER, possibly reaching 
a record of 1,000 YER per 1 USD by the end of 2020 in IRG areas, 
leading to uncontrolled inflation (Debriefer 04/09/2020).

IMPACT

Food and basic commodity prices continue to increase, in line 
with the inflation of the YER and at different rates based on the 
difference in the exchange rate between the north and south.

PROBABILITY

IMPACT

Very low Low MajorModerate Significant

Negligible Low Very highMedium High

2. Letters of Credit are a document issued by a bank that
guarantees a seller or exporter that the trader will pay the cost of 
imported goods by a specified date; otherwise, the bank will pay 
the amount due. Letters of Credit, or foreign reserves (FX) credit 
lines ease cash flow problems and are necessary for the import 
of basic goods.
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https://oi-files-d8-prod.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/file_attachments/bn-missiles-food-security-yemen-041217-en.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/lack-funding-cripples-humanitarian-operations-yemen-enar
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-humanitarian-update-issue-9-september-2020
http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/933471597048500989/Yemen-Monthly-Economic-Update-June-2020-eng.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IPC_Yemen_AcuteFoodInsecurity_2020FebDec_Report_English.pdf
https://sanaacenter.org/publications/analysis/11562
https://sanaacenter.org/publications/analysis/11562
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/CCY_Exchange Rate Oct W1.pdf
https://debriefer.net/en/news-19611.html


YEMEN

In August, the average price of the monthly food basket stood at 
39,375 YER – 30% higher than in August 2019 and surpassing the 
2018 crisis level by 15% (REACH 05/10/2020). 

State and business salaries in the north mostly go unpaid, mainly 
because of economic warfare, and the severe liquidity shortage 
is worsened by the continued ban on new YER banknotes. In 
IRG-controlled areas, erratic payment of civil servant salaries 
could continue, financed by the issuance of additional YER 
banknotes that would drive further currency depreciation and 
inflation (Sana’a Center 21/01/2020).

Reduced income and increased prices will reduce households’ 
purchasing power, pushing more people under the poverty line 
and unable to afford basic goods. The additional financial stress 
could increase the adoption of negative coping mechanisms 
including food rationing, child labour, child marriage, crime, 
illegal migration, and families sending their children to fighting 
fronts. Any significant deterioration of living conditions would 
lead to mass demonstrations that weaken the IRG’s credibility 
which, in turn, may lead to renewed conflict in the south, as either 
the Southern Transitional Council or Houthis seek to exploit this 
weakness. 

High inflation compounded by the funding shortfall will reduce 
humanitarian operations even more in a time of rising needs and 
high dependency on food aid.

Exchange rate YER/USD in Aden and Sana’a: Aug 2019-Aug 2020
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https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/REACH_YEM_Situation-Overview_Joint-Market-Monitoring-Initiative-JMMI_August-2020.pdf
https://sanaacenter.org/publications/analysis/8674


CAMEROON
Rise in violent events targeting civilians, 
IDPs, and refugees in the Far North region 
results in increased displacement and 
protection needs

RATIONALE 

Boko Haram’s activity in the Lake Chad Basin was at its peak 
in 2014–2015 and declined afterwards (ICG 06/04/2016). Since 
2019, an increase in violent events by Boko Haram and other 
armed groups, such as attacks, killings, and kidnappings, has 
been observed in the area, including in the Far North region of 
Cameroon (Africa Center for Strategic Studies 18/01/2020; Africa News 
05/08/2020; UNHCR 04/08/2020; OCHA 07/2020). A total of 28 violent 
events against civilians were reported in the Far North region 
in the second quarter of 2019, and have gradually increased – 
reaching a peak of 67 events in the first quarter of 2020 (ACLED 
accessed on 07/10/2020). The increased frequency of violent 
attacks targeting civilians and IDP populations is expected 
to continue. Between 1 August and 14 September 2020, three 
deadly attacks were carried out in different IDP camps or 
villages hosting IDPs. At least 32 people were killed and over 
40 wounded (INGOs call 24/09/2020; UNHCR 02/09/2020; Crisis24 
02/09/2020). In the first half of 2020, violent events triggered 
around 21,000 new displacements, especially in the Mayo-Sava 
department, which borders Nigeria (IDMC 09/2020).

Over 4.7 million people live in the Far North region – 1.2 million 
of whom are in urgent need of humanitarian aid, especially 

Risk level Medium
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PROBABILITY

IMPACT

Very low Low MajorModerate Significant

Negligible Low Very highMedium High
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https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/central-africa/cameroon/q-boko-haram-cameroon
https://africacenter.org/spotlight/threat-from-african-militant-islamist-groups-expanding-diversifying/
https://www.africanews.com/2020/08/05/boko-haram-terrifies-refugees-in-cameroun/
https://www.africanews.com/2020/08/05/boko-haram-terrifies-refugees-in-cameroun/
https://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2020/8/5f291a704/unhcr-outraged-attack-camp-hosting-displaced-people-cameroon-18-people.html
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/cmr_hrp_2020-revised_24062020_print.pdf
https://acleddata.com/dashboard/%22 /l %22/dashboard%22 /
https://acleddata.com/dashboard/%22 /l %22/dashboard%22 /
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/op%C3%A9rations/cameroon/document/cameroon-ingos-statement-release-situation-far-north-24-september-2020
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2020/9/5f4f90664/unhcr-condemns-deadly-attack-internally-displaced-people-north-cameroon.html
https://www.garda.com/crisis24/news-alerts/375281/cameroon-suicide-attack-kills-at-least-seven-in-goldavi-far-north-region-september-2?utm_medium=email&utm_content=375281&utm_source=push&utm_campaign=Crisis24
https://www.garda.com/crisis24/news-alerts/375281/cameroon-suicide-attack-kills-at-least-seven-in-goldavi-far-north-region-september-2?utm_medium=email&utm_content=375281&utm_source=push&utm_campaign=Crisis24
https://www.internal-displacement.org/sites/default/files/publications/documents/2020 Mid-year update.pdf


CAMEROON
Risk level Medium

healthcare and mental health assistance (OCHA 27/03/2020; OCHA 
06/2020). As of 30 September 2020, over 114,000 refugees, almost 
322,000 IDPs, and more than 123,000 returnees were hosted 
in the region (UNHCR 07/10/2020). This population is particularly 
in need of protection, and lacks access to health and nutrition 
assistance (OCHA 27/03/2020). 60% of the refugees and 64% of 
the IDPs and IDP returnees are minors (UNHCR 17/09/2020). Child 
protection and access to education are key priorities. Insecurity 
impacts livelihoods and increases the need for food assistance, 
especially for IDPs, refugees, and returnees. 690,000 people 
are estimated to be food insecure from April–December 2020, 
taking into consideration the impact of COVID-19 (OCHA 06/2020). 

Combined factors contributing to the rise in violent attacks 
against civilians in the Far North region are the porous border 
between Nigeria and Cameroon, a lower presence of security 
forces in both the Far North region and the Nigerian northeast 
states where Boko Haram is based, and the decreased 
effectiveness of the Multinational Joint Task Force operations 
as a result of disjointed planning and funding issues (ICG 
07/07/2020).

IMPACT

The increase of violent events targeting civilian and displaced 
populations will lead to a surge in population movements, 
including secondary displacements, and an increase in the 
number of refugees and IDPs needing shelter, food, water, 
and non-food items (NFIs). Population movements will put 
additional pressure on already scarce natural and financial 
resources. As the majority of the displaced population are 
minors, child protection needs will intensify, with a particular 
focus on gender-based violence for girls and protection from 
forced recruitment for boys (OCHA 06/2020). Violent attacks 
will also increase food insecurity and worsen malnutrition 
– because of the consequences of displacement on people’s
livelihoods, access to land, and job opportunities.

Humanitarian access in the Far North region is already very 
limited. Insecurity and violence impact people’s freedom of 
movement, including humanitarian actors’ (OCHA 06/2020). The 
increase in violence by Boko Haram militants will worsen the 
situation, both in terms of humanitarian workers accessing the 
affected population and people in need accessing humanitarian 
aid. The population will likely be further isolated from services 
and assistance. Cameroon is experiencing an additional 
security crisis in the Southwest and Northwest anglophone 
regions, which limits the humanitarian and national response to 
the Boko Haram crisis.
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https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/op%C3%A9rations/cameroon/document/cameroon-humanitarian-response-plan-2020
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/cmr_hno_2020-revised_25062020_print.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/cmr_hno_2020-revised_25062020_print.pdf
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/79470
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/op%C3%A9rations/cameroon/document/cameroon-humanitarian-response-plan-2020
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/79026
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/cmr_hno_2020-revised_25062020_print.pdf
https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/west-africa/291-what-role-multinational-joint-task-force-fighting-boko-haram
https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/west-africa/291-what-role-multinational-joint-task-force-fighting-boko-haram
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/cmr_hno_2020-revised_25062020_print.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/cmr_hno_2020-revised_25062020_print.pdf


CENTRAL AFRICAN
REPUBLIC (CAR)
Loss of state authority following contested 
elections leads to an increase in armed group 
activity and in the severity of humanitarian needs

RATIONALE 

CAR is currently experiencing a complex crisis, largely as a 
result of protracted conflict between government forces and a 
variety of armed groups since 2013. The state does not have full 
authority over the nation’s territory and maintains ambiguous 
relationships with armed groups (IFRI 04/2020). Legislative and 
presidential elections are scheduled for 27 December 2020, 
with a potential second round (if a majority is not reached in the 
first round) on 14 February 2021 (Jeune Afrique 20/06/2019). Voter 
registration has been slower than expected because of insecu-
rity and the COVID-19 pandemic, which has forced parliament 
to quickly vote on a new election law extending the deadline 
for voter enrolment until 16 October (RFI 24/09/2020). President 
Touadéra recently failed to secure an amendment to the Consti-
tution authorising presidents to remain in power in case of force 
majeure; the Constitution forbids the president from staying in 
power beyond the end of their term (currently 29 March 2021). As 
a result, postponed elections constitute a reason for a potential 
constitutional crisis, which would further destabilise the country.

The various armed groups are rumoured to have split their 
support between presidential candidates, although there has 
been no public confirmation of this (Corbeau News 02/09/2020). 
Voter registration has been temporarily halted in some localities 
because of armed group activity – for example in Ngaoundaye 
town, where armed group Retour, Réclamation et Réhabilitation 
(3R) clashed with peacekeepers from UN peacekeeping mission 
MINUSCA when enrolment officials arrived in the town (Crisis24 

01/10/2020).

While the politics and tactics of the various armed groups are 
complex and hard to predict, the overall political situation in 
CAR is unstable and highly vulnerable to the influence of senior 
politicians. It is very possible that incomplete voter registration 
will provide grounds for either postponing or contesting the 
elections and lead to a constitutional crisis or political impasse, 
with senior politicians – and possibly foreign interests – encour-
aging armed groups to intervene. Such actions risk significantly 
increasing the level of conflict and derailing the peace process.

Risk level Medium

PROBABILITY

IMPACT

Very low Low MajorModerate Significant

Negligible Low Very highMedium High
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https://www.ifri.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/vircoulon_groupes_armes_rca_2020_1.pdf
https://www.jeuneafrique.com/791449/politique/centrafrique-les-elections-presidentielle-et-legislatives-fixees-au-27-decembre-2020/
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20200924-centrafrique-le-nouveau-code-%C3%A9lectoral-adopt%C3%A9-%C3%A0-l-assembl%C3%A9e
https://corbeaunews-centrafrique.com/rca-elections-presidentielles-de-2020-un-important-groupe-arme-issu-de-lex-coalition-seleka-apporte-son-soutien-a-bozize/
https://www.garda.com/crisis24/news-alerts/385201/central-african-republic-3r-rebels-fire-on-minusca-forces-in-ngaoundaye-ouham-pende-prefecture-september-29?utm_medium=email&utm_content=385201&utm_source=push&utm_campaign=Crisis24
https://www.garda.com/crisis24/news-alerts/385201/central-african-republic-3r-rebels-fire-on-minusca-forces-in-ngaoundaye-ouham-pende-prefecture-september-29?utm_medium=email&utm_content=385201&utm_source=push&utm_campaign=Crisis24
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CENTRAL AFRICAN
REPUBLIC (CAR)
IMPACT

In the event of a spike in armed group activity and increased insecu-
rity, more people will be displaced. A large portion of the population 
– who mainly rely on agricultural and mining activities – will lose
access to land and their source of income. As their livelihoods are
affected, they will likely face more severe needs, further relying on
humanitarian assistance or resorting to negative coping mecha-
nisms. Food markets will also be disrupted, generating increased
food security needs (IPC 10/2020). A rise in violence by armed groups 
also risks fuelling other forms of violence, such as land conflicts
between farmers and herders – further disrupting food production
and increasing needs in other sectors.

An attack on MINUSCA forces by 3R on 13 July was the first 
recorded use of anti-tank mines or landmines in CAR (Journal de 

Bangui 21/07/2020). A potential increased use of landmines by armed 
groups will fully cut off certain areas, particularly 3R-controlled 
regions in the north-west. Coupled with general insecurity, physical 
constraints, and COVID-19 restrictions, this will further hamper 
humanitarian access. Insecurity has already led OCHA to recom-
mending the temporary suspension of humanitarian activities in 
certain localities, most recently in the north-west (OCHA 02/10/2020). 
Since armed groups earn part of their income from controlling roads 
and demanding payments from its users, expanded armed group 
activity would lead to more restrictions on the free movement of 
humanitarians in areas beyond the government’s reach (IFRI 04/2020).  

Reported Access constraints

Between 16-30 September:

1. Ndélé 
2. Zémio
3. Mbrès 
4. Bouca
5. Batangafo

6. Bozoum
7. Bocaranga
8. Koui 
9. Bouar

Violent incidents by armed groups

Risk level Medium
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http://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_CAR_AcuteFoodInsec_2020Sept2021Aug_Report_French.pdf
https://www.journaldebangui.com/rca-des-mercenaires-russes-soupconnes-davoir-pose-des-mines-antipersonnel/
https://www.journaldebangui.com/rca-des-mercenaires-russes-soupconnes-davoir-pose-des-mines-antipersonnel/
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/rapport_acces_humanitaire_en_centrafrique_16-30_septembre_2020.pdf
https://www.ifri.org/sites/default/files/atoms/files/vircoulon_groupes_armes_rca_2020_1.pdf


LESOTHO
Reintroduction of COVID-19 mitigation measures 
results in decreased access to livelihoods and a 
deterioration in food security

Risk level Medium

RATIONALE 

Over 90% of consumer goods and services in Lesotho come 
from South Africa, which is also an important labour market 
for Lesotho citizens – 420,000 migrants from Lesotho work in 
South Africa. Almost 10,000 more people are employed annually 
in South African farms as seasonal workers (IPC 08/2020).

Both Lesotho and South Africa implemented a lockdown from 
the end of March to May 2020 and closed the border to mitigate 
the COVID-19 impact (Crisis24 31/03/2020; Crisis24 23/03/2020). 
Household income for both workers in Lesotho and migrant 
workers in South Africa has decreased because of movement 
restrictions and businesses closures. Although border closures 
have not blocked the flow of goods between the two countries, 
only formal traders have been allowed to operate (IPC 08/2020). 
Hygiene control measures for traders, lower working capacity, 
and having to obtain special permits have resulted in disruptions 
in supply chains and an increase in staple food prices (FEWS NET 

08/2020; FEWS NET 06/2020). COVID-19 has also impacted remit-
tances: annual contributions have reduced from 35% to 15%, 
leading to additional household income losses. 17% of house-
holds in Lesotho depend on remittances as their main source of 
income (IPC 08/2020). 

The number of COVID-19 cases in Lesotho is low (around 1,900), 
but South Africa is the worst-affected country in the continent 
with 715,868 cases and 18,968 deaths as of 26 October (WHO 

26/10/2020). A significant increase in COVID-19 cases in Lesotho 
and South Africa will likely result in the reintroduction of mit-
igation measures, including movement restrictions. The South 
African Government is implementing a COVID-19 response 
strategy consisting of five levels of emergency (Republic of South 

Africa 2020). Since 20 September, the country has been in the 
lowest level of emergency. International movements are par-
tially allowed with a negative COVID-19 test certificate (Crisis24 

01/10/2020; Government of Lesotho 29/09/2020). Since October 2020, 
South Africa seems to have experienced a rise in cases (BBC 

15/10/2020; Reuters 21/10/2020). The five-step strategy allows the 
reintroduction of border closures.

40% (582,000 people) of the population assessed in all regions 
of Lesotho is expected to face Crisis (IPC 3) and Emergency (IPC 
4) levels of food insecurity between October 2020 and March
2021 (IPC 08/2020; FAO 10/07/2020).

PROBABILITY

IMPACT

Very low Low MajorModerate Significant

Negligible Low Very highMedium High
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http://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC Lesotho AcuteFoodInsecurity2020JulyMarch2021 Report.pdf
https://www.garda.com/crisis24/news-alerts/327786/lesotho-authorities-announce-lockdown-and-entry-restrictions-due-to-covid-19-effective-march-30
https://www.garda.com/crisis24/news-alerts/325771/south-africa-country-to-impose-nationwide-21-day-lockdown-from-march-26-to-curb-covid-19-spread-update-3
http://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC Lesotho AcuteFoodInsecurity2020JulyMarch2021 Report.pdf
https://fews.net/sites/default/files/documents/reports/LS_RMU_August 2020_Final.pdf
https://fews.net/sites/default/files/documents/reports/LS_RMU_August 2020_Final.pdf
https://fews.net/sites/default/files/documents/reports/LS_RMU_June 2020-Final.pdf
http://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC Lesotho AcuteFoodInsecurity2020JulyMarch2021 Report.pdf
https://covid19.who.int/region/afro/country/za
https://covid19.who.int/region/afro/country/za
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/covid-19-risk-adjusted-strategy/
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/covid-19-risk-adjusted-strategy/
https://www.garda.com/crisis24/news-alerts/385101/south-africa-international-travel-to-and-from-certain-countries-resumes-october-1-update-29?utm_medium=email&utm_content=385101&utm_source=push&utm_campaign=Crisis24
https://www.garda.com/crisis24/news-alerts/385101/south-africa-international-travel-to-and-from-certain-countries-resumes-october-1-update-29?utm_medium=email&utm_content=385101&utm_source=push&utm_campaign=Crisis24
https://www.gov.ls/covid-19-remains-at-purple-scale/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-53181555
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-53181555
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-safrica/risk-of-covid-19-resurgence-in-south-africa-as-cases-rise-in-cape-town-idUSKBN2761XP
http://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC Lesotho AcuteFoodInsecurity2020JulyMarch2021 Report.pdf
http://www.fao.org/giews/countrybrief/country.jsp?code=LSO


LESOTHO
Risk level Medium

IMPACT

Closing the border between Lesotho and South Africa would 
cause additional price rises for food and other basic goods, if 
supply chains are disrupted. Given that the annual agricultural 
production in Lesotho has declined since 2017 – resulting in 
a dependency on imported staple foods from South Africa – 
households’ access to food is expected to further deteriorate 
(IPC 08/2020). 

A second lockdown risks affecting  access to livelihoods, 
causing further income losses. The lockdown imposed in South 
Africa in April led to the return of an estimated 93,000 migrant 
workers to Lesotho after losing their jobs (IPC 08/2020). Over 
300,000 more workers from Lesotho in South Africa will be at 
risk of losing their jobs as a rise in COVID-19 cases impacts the 
country. Remittances will decrease further. Additional loss of 
income for households, both in urban and rural areas, will aggra-
vate food insecurity, resulting in more than half of the population 
experiencing acute food insecurity. 

The Government of Lesotho launched an economic mitigation 
plan of US$8 million to respond to the first wave of COVID-19 (FAO 

10/07/2020; FEWS NET 08/2020). The Lesotho economy was already 
decelerating prior to the pandemic; because of the impact of 
COVID-19, the GDP growth rate was projected at -5.1% in 2020/21 
(IPC 08/2020). Lack of financial resources means the government 
will likely not be able to address the economic impacts of an 
additional rise in COVID-19 cases.
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http://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC Lesotho AcuteFoodInsecurity2020JulyMarch2021 Report.pdf
http://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC Lesotho AcuteFoodInsecurity2020JulyMarch2021 Report.pdf
http://www.fao.org/giews/countrybrief/country.jsp?code=LSO
http://www.fao.org/giews/countrybrief/country.jsp?code=LSO
https://fews.net/sites/default/files/documents/reports/LS_RMU_August 2020_Final.pdf
http://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC Lesotho AcuteFoodInsecurity2020JulyMarch2021 Report.pdf


VENEZUELA
The reactivation of Colombia’s economic activity 
leads to a large influx of Venezuelan refugees and 
migrants, who will face increased livelihood and 
protection needs aggravated by a rise in xenophobia

RATIONALE

Colombia hosts around 1.8 million Venezuelan refugees and 
migrants. Many of these are part of the informal economy and lost 
their livelihoods because of COVID-19 containment measures. 
Colombia’s economy has been particularly affected by COVID-19, 
experiencing a 7.1% GDP loss since March and an increase in 
the unemployment rate of 6% from August 2019 to August 2020 
(El Espectador 21/09/2020; DANE 01/09/2020). This pushed many vul-
nerable Venezuelans into poverty, food insecurity, and increased 
evictions (because of being unable to pay rent). 

Because of the situation in Colombia and other countries in the 
region, over 120,000 Venezuelans have returned to Venezuela 
since March 2020 (OCHA 12/10/2020; Government of Colombia 
06/08/2020).

In Venezuela, challenges in accessing basic services and goods, 
food insecurity, and the risk of political persecution remain. 
The situation has been further aggravated by the pandemic. As 
a result, it is estimated that in the next five months 200,000 to 
250,000 Venezuelans will try to reach Colombia, as Colombia’s 
economy has re-opened following the easing of COVID-19-related 
restrictions (El Tiempo 18/09/2020; RCN 15/10/2020). In July 2020, 
Colombia migration authorities estimated that 80% of those who 

Risk level Medium

returned to Venezuela would possibly come back to Colombia 
and that every re-migrating person would be accompanied by a 
new migrant (RCN 06/07/2020). According to Colombian author-
ities, 300 Venezuelans are entering Colombia daily (Proyecto 

Migración Venezuela 20/10/2020). Since the Colombia-Venezuela 
border remains officially closed, Venezuelan refugees and 
migrants predominantly cross via irregular land and river border 
crossings. Those who enter irregularly and who lack a regular 
status in Colombia will highly likely face challenges in accessing 
protection and basic services, making them particularly vulnera-
ble to the armed conflict in Colombia. 

Since the beginning of the pandemic, xenophobia against Vene-
zuelans has increased, as a result of rising economic and social 
tensions. The percentage of Colombians who hold negative 
opinions towards Venezuelan refugees and migrants jumped 
from 67% in February 2020 to 81% in April, but dropped again 
to 65% in June (El País 18/08/2020; Proyecto Migración Venezuela 
29/05/2020).

IMPACT

Most of the Venezuelan refugees and migrants who will cross 
the border to Colombia in the coming months will use irregular 

border crossings. This highly increases their exposure to conflict, 
armed groups, sexual and gender-based violence, exploitation, 
forced recruitment, forced labour, and human rights abuses. In 
Colombia, they will lack a regular status, preventing them from 
accessing basic services and exposing them to protection risks, 
including fear (real or imagined) of deportation, risk of labour 
exploitation, and inability to report crimes and abuses to the 
authorities. In particular, Venezuelan migrants and refugees 
who move through Colombia on foot (so-called caminantes) risk 
greater exposure to COVID-19, limited access to proper sanita-
tion and hygiene, and lack of access to adequate shelter. 

Once back in Colombia, it is likely that returning Venezuelan 
refugees and migrants will face higher levels of xenophobia and 
increased labour competition, which will make it more challeng-
ing for them to reintegrate into the labour market, diminishing 
their livelihoods. This is likely to result in higher poverty levels, 
lack of shelter, food insecurity, and lack of access to a diversi-
fied diet. Real or perceived competition over limited resources 
between Colombians and Venezuelans will probably lead to a rise 
in resentment among the Colombian population (TNH 13/02/2020).

PROBABILITY

IMPACT

Very low Low MajorModerate Significant

Negligible Low Very highMedium High
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https://www.elespectador.com/noticias/economia/economia-colombiana-caeria-71-en-2020-fedesarrollo/
https://www.dane.gov.co/index.php/estadisticas-por-tema/mercado-laboral/empleo-y-desempleo
https://reliefweb.int/report/venezuela-bolivarian-republic/venezuela-informe-de-situaci-n-agosto-2020
https://www.migracioncolombia.gov.co/noticias/para-finales-del-mes-de-mayo-el-3-del-total-de-venezolanos-que-se-encontraban-en-colombia-al-comienzo-de-la-pandemia-habia-regresado-a-su-pais-y-un-2-mas-estaria-a-la-espera-de-poder-hacerlo
https://www.migracioncolombia.gov.co/noticias/para-finales-del-mes-de-mayo-el-3-del-total-de-venezolanos-que-se-encontraban-en-colombia-al-comienzo-de-la-pandemia-habia-regresado-a-su-pais-y-un-2-mas-estaria-a-la-espera-de-poder-hacerlo
https://www.eltiempo.com/politica/gobierno/asi-seria-la-nueva-llegada-de-venezolanos-a-colombia-538482
https://noticias.canalrcn.com/nacional/cerca-de-250000-venezolanos-regresarian-colombia-gerente-fronteras-364154
https://noticias.canalrcn.com/nacional/un-80-de-venezolanos-que-ha-salido-de-colombia-podria-regresar-cuando-acabe-la-pandemia
https://migravenezuela.com/web/articulo/han-devuelto-a-5-mil-migrantes-por-intentar-pasar-trochas/2236
https://migravenezuela.com/web/articulo/han-devuelto-a-5-mil-migrantes-por-intentar-pasar-trochas/2236
https://elpais.com/sociedad/2020-08-18/los-migrantes-venezolanos-en-colombia-afrontan-la-pandemia-entre-la-vulnerabilidad-y-la-xenofobia.html
https://migravenezuela.com/web/articulo/percepcion-de-los-colombianos-sobre-los-migrantes-en-tiempos-de-coronavirus/1924
https://migravenezuela.com/web/articulo/percepcion-de-los-colombianos-sobre-los-migrantes-en-tiempos-de-coronavirus/1924
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-feature/2020/02/13/Venezuelan-migrants-xenophobia-Latin-America


MYANMAR
Fighting between government forces and non-
state armed groups continues amid scheduled 
elections and COVID-19, worsening humanitarian 
needs and disenfranchising parts of the 
population

Risk level Low

RATIONALE

A general election is set to take place in Myanmar on 8 Novem-
ber, amid the COVID-19 pandemic and despite continued fight-
ing between several ethnic armed groups (EAOs), Tatmadaw 
government forces, and armed militias in Rakhine, Kachin, 
Chin, and Shan States (Al Jazeera 02/07/2020; ICG 28/08/2020; The 

Asia Foundation 07/2016). This has resulted in continued internal 
displacement, difficulty in accessing certain areas – particularly 
Rakhine State – and increased humanitarian needs across the 
four states (Frontier Myanmar 24/08/2020). The peace process, 
which began in 2016, and subsequent ceasefire agreements 
have lost momentum as state and non-state actors continue to 
use violence instead of a viable political solution (ICG 06/08/2019; 

USIP 04/2019). 

Violence between Tatmadaw government forces, the Arakan 
Army (AA), and other armed groups has intensified since early 
2019, and in March 2020 the government declared the AA a 
terrorist organisation, reducing the likelihood of a compromise 
in the near future (ICG 09/06/2020). Armed conflict has disrupted 
the electoral cycle, and certain areas are considered highly 

insecure and inaccessible by the Union Electoral Commission 
(UEC). On 17 and 27 October, the UEC deemed 56 townships 
insecure and partially or totally cancelled elections in Kachin, 
Karen, Mon, Rakhine, Chin and Shan States and in Bago 
Division (Shan News 19/10/2020; Reuters 30/07/2020). Paletwa 
township in Chin State is not included, despite active 
con lict. In 2015, general elections were also can-celled in at least 
500 villages across Rakhine, Shan, Chin, Kachin, Karen, and Mon 
States and the Bago Region, so the scale of the 2020 
cancellations is particularly signi icant (Radio Free Asia 
27/10/2015; Frontier Myanmar 24/08/2020).

Trust in the central government is already low, because of their 
handling of the COVID-19 pandemic and the setup of the 2008 
Constitution – which guarantees the military 25% of parliamen-
tary seats (Frontier Myanmar 27/07/2020). Cancelled elections 
and a lack of transparency by the UEC – considered an 
independent body – has fuelled anger, particularly among 
ethnic groups (Myanmar Times 23/10/2020). Fighting is likely to 
escalate as ethnic armed groups, particularly in Rakhine, Shan, 
and Kachin, attempt to represent these grievances and 
consolidate their control of their respective state. 

PROBABILITY

IMPACT

Very low Low MajorModerate Significant

Negligible Low Very highMedium High
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https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/07/02/myanmar-sets-november-8-date-for-general-election/
https://www.crisisgroup.org/asia/south-east-asia/myanmar/312-identity-crisis-ethnicity-and-conflict-myanmar
https://asiafoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Militias-in-Myanmar.pdf
https://asiafoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Militias-in-Myanmar.pdf
https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/conflict-disrupts-election-plans-in-rakhine-state/
https://www.crisisgroup.org/asia/south-east-asia/myanmar/b157-peace-and-electoral-democracy-myanmar
https://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/2019-04/pw_146-myanmars_2020_election_and_conflict_dynamics.pdf
https://www.crisisgroup.org/asia/south-east-asia/myanmar/307-avoidable-war-politics-and-armed-conflict-myanmars-rakhine-state
https://english.shannews.org/archives/21973
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-election-idUSKCN24V1VL
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-election-idUSKCN24V1VL
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/election-10272015172919.html
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/election-10272015172919.html
https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/voting-wont-change-anything-say-myanmars-no-voters/
https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/the-myth-of-coalition-government/
https://www.mmtimes.com/news/week-review-tensions-rakhine-after-polls-cancelled.html


IMPACT

Rakhine State – particularly the centre and north – will continue 
to face the brunt of the fighting. The state has a population of 
over three million, and more than 200,000 people are displaced 
–126,000 of whom have been living in camp settings since 2012. 
The needs of people will become more severe as access will 
probably worsen (OCHA 12/2019). Rathedaung Township in Rakh-
ine is likely to continue being on the front line of the conflict, 
which has repercussions on humanitarian access to IDP camps, 
including Zaydi Pyin camp, where there are existing food and 
shelter shortages (The Irrawaddy 31/08/2020). Food shortages are 
also an issue in other townships including Sittwe and Mrauk U 
Townships and Paletwa (Chin State), and are likely to worsen if 
the Tatmadaw uses a “four-cut” strategy to starve insurgents of 
food, funds, intelligence, and recruits. This will probably also 
increase the severity of people in need as they are indirectly 
affected by these cuts (Lowy Institute 04/09/2017; Myanmar Times 
16/10/2020). 

In northern Shan, clashes between the Tatmadaw and EAOs will 
likely cause more displacement (BNI 20/09/2020). While this may 
be temporary, there are already over 9,000 people currently dis-
placed across the state who will probably be affected, increasing 
the need for fast response mechanisms (OCHA 12/2019). There are 
also major protection concerns as ethnic armed groups forcibly 
recruit children and young men in vulnerable situations. Major 
longer-term impacts on livelihood activities are also expected 
(BNI 04/09/2020).

Risk level Low
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https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MMR_HNO_2020_FINAL_131219.pdf
https://www.irrawaddy.com/specials/myanmar-covid-19/fears-grow-idps-myanmars-rakhine-covid-19-outbreak-disrupts-food-health-services.html
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/tadmadaw-ominous-return-four-cuts-doctrine
https://www.mmtimes.com/news/over-60000-civilians-face-acute-food-shortage-paletwa.html
https://www.mmtimes.com/news/over-60000-civilians-face-acute-food-shortage-paletwa.html
https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/rcssssa-worried-about-pre-election-clashes
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MMR_HNO_2020_FINAL_131219.pdf
https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/hundreds-civilians-flee-forced-recruitment-armed-group-northern-shan-state


UPDATE
FROM THE
MARCH 2020
RISK ANALYSIS
The countries listed below 
refer to risks identified in 
ACAPS’ March 2020 Global 
Risk Analysis. This section is a 
review of previous risks to show 
how these have evolved 

Ethiopia

The lead-up to elections intensifies preexisting ethnic 
and political divisions, triggering conflict and displacement 

Federal elections (initially scheduled for 29 August) were iden-
tified as a potential point of eruption of conflict and resultant 
humanitarian issues. The onset of the COVID-19 pandemic 
pushed Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed to postpone the elections 
indefinitely (CGTN 11/06/2020). Violence that might have erupted 
because of elections instead arose because they did not occur. 
The Tigray region defied a national electoral ban and held its 
own elections on 9 September 2020, generating political tension 
with the central government. Subsequently, the national par-
liament voted to cut ties with the region (Al Jazeera 07/10/2020). 

Ethiopia’s national parliament has now voted to hold the federal 
elections within 2020 after Health Minister Liya Kebede ruled 
that necessary precautions could be taken to make the process 
safe from COVID-19 (Anadolu Agency 18/09/2020), despite a rapid 
rise in the number of COVID-19 cases in early September (OCHA 

18/09/2020). An election schedule has not yet been announced 
(CGTN 22/09/2020). 

Burkina Faso

Increasing insecurity and displacement cause a deterioration 
of food security in the Central North, East, North, and Sahel 
regions.

Food insecurity in Burkina Faso has dramatically increased, from 
1.2 million people facing Crisis (IPC Phase 3) food insecurity 
levels or above in September–December 2019 to 1.6 million in 
January–May 2020 and reaching 3.28 million in June–August 
2020. Soum and Oudalan provinces were classified as Emer-
gency (IPC Phase 4) levels of food insecurity in June–August 
(Cadre Harmonise 08/10/2020). The increase was primarily driven 
by the secondary effects of COVID-19 restrictions as well as 
continued insecurity and displacement. COVID-19 mitigating 
measures resulted in a loss in purchasing power, a decrease in 
agropastoral production, and disruption to food markets for the 
population of Burkina Faso (FAO 23/07/2020). As of 8 September 
2020, over one million people had been displaced as a result of 
violence in the country, up from 838,500 in March 2020 when our 
March risk analysis was published (UNHCR accessed 10/06/2020). 
Attacks on cattle markets have led to numerous closures and 
decreased sales, especially in the Est region (RFI 08/08/2020; Droit 

Libre TV 14/09/2020). Above-average rainfall between April and 
October is predicted to favour the upcoming September 2020 
to January 2021 harvest; flooding has, however, affected over 
71,000 people since April and destroyed over 250 metric tons 
of food stocks (FEWS NET 09/2020; CONASUR and OCHA 13/09/2020). 

High risk level High risk level
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https://www.acaps.org/sites/acaps/files/products/files/quarterly_risk_analysis_march_2019_final.pdf
https://www.acaps.org/sites/acaps/files/products/files/quarterly_risk_analysis_march_2019_final.pdf
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2020-06-11/Ethiopia-extends-PM-and-lawmakers-terms-after-elections-postponed-RewOTIWsx2/index.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/10/7/ethiopia-parliament-votes-to-cut-ties-with-tigray-region-leaders
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/africa/ethiopia-braces-for-election-amid-covid-19/1977760
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ethiopia_covid-19_humanitarian_impact_sitrep_13.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ethiopia_covid-19_humanitarian_impact_sitrep_13.pdf
https://africa.cgtn.com/2020/09/22/ethiopian-parliament-approves-holding-of-postponed-elections/
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/cadre-harmonise
http://www.fao.org/3/ca9449fr/ca9449fr.pdf
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/country/bfa
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20200808-burkina-faso-attaque-meurtri%C3%A8re-march%C3%A9-%C3%A0-b%C3%A9tail-namoungou
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AhFwQDrA30k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AhFwQDrA30k
https://fews.net/west-africa/burkina-faso/key-message-update/september-2020
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/op%C3%A9rations/burkina-faso/document/burkina-faso-inondations-2020-rapport-de-situation-n%C2%B001-11


UPDATED 
COLOMBIA Medium risk level HONDURAS

Deteriorating drought conditions in the Dry Corridor lead to 
24% of population in severe food insecurity and increased 
outward migration. 

Below-average rainfall in Honduras since March has led to 
severe drought in seven departments, wildfires, scarcity of 
potable water in some cities, and below-average crop production 
(Infobae 01/10/2020; EFE 03/03/2020; Forbes 05/05/2020). The number 
of people who are food insecure has surpassed estimations and, 
as of August 2020, there were 1.65 million people experiencing 
high acute food insecurity (IPC Phase 3 and above) in Honduras. 
The number of people at the Crisis (IPC Phase 3) level rose to 
1.3 million people, and to 350,000 at the Emergency (IPC Phase 
4) level. Households throughout Honduras are not able to meet
their needs without depleting essential livelihood assets and
resorting to coping strategies. The main reason for this increase
– besides the drought – are the effects of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. COVID-19 contingency measures in Honduras have lim-
ited access to markets and cross-border trade. As a result, the
country has experienced a loss of employment, low household
income in both the formal and informal sectors, and an increase
in the cost of the basic food basket. Families dependent on
remittances have seen their family support decline. The reserves 
of locally produced basic grains were depleted before August
2020 (IPC 07/2020; FEWS NET 09/2020). Lockdown measures have
also halted outward migration from Honduras.

Medium risk level INDIA

Additional government citizenship initiatives fuel 
intercommunal violence, embolden militancy in Kashmir, 
and lead to government oppression of Muslim communities, 
increasing protection concerns, access restrictions, and 
displacement. 

Muslim communities across India continued facing protection 
issues during the period for which the risk was raised. There 
were a number of attacks and boycotts by the general population 
against the Muslim community in Delhi, Karnataka, Telangana, 
and Madhya Pradesh (The Guardian 13/04/2020). A domicile law, 
adopted in March in Kashmir, granted non-Kashmiris greater 
access to residency, jobs, and land. This caused anger among 
Muslim citizens who face lengthy administrative procedures 
to achieve domicile status (The Conversation 29/07/2020). Human 
rights violations by Indian forces persisted throughout the risk 
period (Al Jazeera 29/08/2020). Several organisations have since 
drawn attention to human rights abuses that took place during 
the Delhi riots in February (Amnesty International 29/09/2020). 

Since March, there has been a substantial increase in violence 
between Indian forces and armed militias in Kashmir (ACLED 

05/10/2020). Because of major information gaps, partly as a result 
of an internet ban which is still in place, it is unclear whether 
there was displacement (Scroll 30/09/2020). With fighting now 
concentrated in the north of the region and along the Line of 
Actual Control, Kashmir remains unstable and it is unclear how 
this has affected access to healthcare, schooling, and livelihood 
activities. 

Medium risk level

Increased violence between armed groups leads to 
confinement, displacement and humanitarian needs in rural 
areas in Norte de Santander, Chocó and Nariño. 

During 2020, Colombia has experienced increased insecurity 
and high levels of violence across the country because of an 
escalation of conflict between armed groups. This has resulted 
in deaths, forced displacement, confinement, and protection 
concerns related to the presence of anti-personnel mines. As 
of September 2020, 20,000 people had been displaced in 
mass displacements in Colombia – slightly below the 24,000 
people displaced in mass displacement in the same time 
period in 2019 – 67% of whom were concentrated in the Pacific 
Corridor (Nariño, Chocó, and Cauca). Confinement has 
affected over 64,600 people in the first nine months of 
2020, an increase from 16,900 affected people in the same 
time period in 2019. Catatumbo in Norte de Santander and 
Chocó are most affected. Confinements due to activity of armed 
groups worsen the exist-ing needs of communities as access to 
services and livelihoods activities is restricted.  COVID-19 
containment measures have further impacted humanitarian 
access. As of September 2020, 263 people had been killed in 
66 massacres since the beginning of 2020; the highest number 
since 2014. As of July 2020, there was a 5% increase in the 
number of victims of anti-personnel mines. Humanitarian 
needs of the affected population currently exceed the 
institutional response capacities (OCHA 07/2020; ELC 25/09/2020; 
Indepaz 18/10/2020; OCHA 26/10/2020).
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https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/es/op%C3%A9rations/colombia/infographic/impacto-humanitario-en-colombia-de-enero-julio-2020
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/flash_update_no_10_covid-19_choco_vf.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/flash_update_no_10_covid-19_choco_vf.pdf
http://www.indepaz.org.co/informe-de-masacres-en-colombia-durante-el-2020/
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/infografia_situacion_humanitaria_ene_-_sept_2020_vf.pdf
https://www.infobae.com/america/agencias/2020/10/01/exportaciones-de-cafe-honduras-caen-19-en-cosecha-2019-20/
https://www.efeverde.com/noticias/racionamiento-agua-honduras-sequia/
https://forbescentroamerica.com/2020/05/05/honduras-sigue-afectado-por-los-incendios-forestales/
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IPC Acute Food Insecurity Analysis projection update %28June-August 2020%29.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Honduras_2020_09_PB_EN.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/13/coronavirus-conspiracy-theories-targeting-muslims-spread-in-india
https://theconversation.com/kashmir-new-domicile-rules-spark-fresh-anger-a-year-after-india-removed-regions-special-status-142696
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/08/29/police-fire-pellet-guns-on-kashmir-muharram-procession-witnesses/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/09/amnesty-international-india-halts-its-work-on-upholding-human-rights-in-india-due-to-reprisal-from-government-of-india/
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/acleddata.com-CDT Spotlight Continuing Conflict in Jammu  Kashmir.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/acleddata.com-CDT Spotlight Continuing Conflict in Jammu  Kashmir.pdf
https://scroll.in/latest/974567/j-k-ban-on-4g-internet-services-to-continue-except-in-ganderbal-and-udhampur


LYBIA

The opening of a new frontline along the Abu Qurayn-
Tawergha-Misrata main road leads to displacement 
and protection violations, while threatening the livelihoods 
of the population of the three centres.  

Although Khalifa Haftar’s Libyan Arab Armed Forces (LAAF) took 
the strategic coastal city of Sirte – 500km east of Tripoli – in Jan-
uary, the military victory did not translate into further territorial 
gains towards Tripoli city. As of October 2020, Misrata remained 
under the control of the Government of National Accord with no 
major offensive taking place. Since March, however, there has 
been increased mobilisation of forces, air strikes, and exchange 
of indirect fire along the front lines near Abu Qurayn and Wash-
kah, south of Mirsrata and west of Sirte. The use of drones by 
both sides has increased, with the LAAF targeting areas east of 
Tripoli and Misrata. Drones were used in heavy fighting which 
took place throughout March around Abu Qurayn (400km to 
the east of Tripoli), though both sides claimed victory (MEMO 

02/04/2020). Serious casualties were reported by both sides. 
During March and April, there were new displacements because 
of an increase in armed conflicts in western Libya. Abu Qurayn 
was one area that witnessed new displacements as a result 
of the substantial deterioration of the security situation. Sirte 
district recorded 12,925 IDPs in March–April 2020. Sporadic 
attacks on Abu Qurayn village are taking place to this day. No 
major displacement movement was reported in Tawergha or Mis-
rata. Overall civilian casualties have risen, increasing protection 
needs, as a result of the escalation in hostilities throughout the 
country since March, especially in western Libya (Health Sector 
06/2020; IOM 10/06/2020; UNSMIL 29/07/2020).

Medium risk level MYANMAR

Escalating conflict and government restrictions in Rakhine 
lead to deterioration of humanitarian conditions for Rohingya, 
especially in northern and central townships.  

Since March 2020, conflict in the north of Myanmar has moved 
further south and directly impacted townships that were pre-
viously less affected by active conflict (Myebon, Ponnagyun, 
Minbya, and Sittwe townships). The number of security incidents 
in Sittwe, the capital of Rakhine State, has increased, and routes 
via land and water have been blocked (The Irrawaddy 07/10/2020). 
Landmines and improvised explosive devices continued to 
affect civilians’ access to paddy fields, which has hindered the 
growing season and is likely to affect the harvesting season as 
well (CASS 22/07/2020). Throughout the risk period, several roads 
– including the Yangon-Sittwe highway – were affected by fight-
ing which impacted access to people in need of humanitarian 
assistance (The Irrawaddy 20/04/2020). Flooding in Minbya, Mye-
bon, Rathedaung, Buthidaung, and Mrauk-U townships damaged 
shelters, but it is unclear whether there was a rise in water-borne 
diseases (BNI 24/06/2020). Humanitarian access and provision of 
services decreased dramatically because of COVID-19 contain-
ment measures, which limited services to “essential assistance”, 
including food, health, water, and latrines (OCHA 05/2020; OCHA 

05/10/2020). Several humanitarian organisations reported being 
“on hold” despite being ready for aid delivery (DRC 08/10/2020). 
Based on these events, the severity of people in need is likely to 
have worsened, but it is not clear to what extent. Persecution in 
Rakhine continues as evidenced by extrajudicial killings, includ-
ing on 2 August. The Rohingya community continues to face 
limited access to healthcare, education, livelihoods, internet, 
and other basic rights (CASS 09/2020). 
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https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200402-one-year-on-with-his-offensive-and-haftar-is-more-determined-but-less-successful/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200402-one-year-on-with-his-offensive-and-haftar-is-more-determined-but-less-successful/
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/DTM_R30_IDPReturneeReport_Final.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/CIVILIAN CASUALTIES REPORT - 1 APRIL- 30 JUNE 2020 %7C UNSMIL.pdf
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-military-arakan-army-suffer-casualties-heavy-clashes.html
https://cass-mm.org/cass-weekly-update-16-22-july-2020/
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/deadly-shelling-villagers-arrested-myanmars-rakhine-state.html
https://www.bnionline.net/en/news/flooding-makes-bad-situation-worse-thousands-rakhine-state-idps
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Myanmar HRP Addendum on COVID19_Ap to Dec_FINAL.PDF
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Myanmar_COVID-19_OCHA_Situation_Report_5Oct2020.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Myanmar_COVID-19_OCHA_Situation_Report_5Oct2020.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/myanmar-lockdown-aid-trapped-middle
https://cass-mm.org/rakhine-state-and-southern-chin-state-scenario-plan-august-update/


NIGERIA

Escalation of banditry in the northwest leading to increased 
protection, food security and displacement concerns.  

As raised in ACAPS March 2020 Risk Report, there has been 
an escalation in banditry activity (village raids, kidnapping, 
and cattle rustling) in the northwest of Nigeria, impacting the 
humanitarian needs of people living in Sokoto, Kebbi, Zamfara, 
Katsina, Kaduna, and Niger States. Violent attacks and abduc-
tions committed by identity militias  – which in most cases are 
groups that are locally identified as bandits – increased between 
the third quarter of 2019 and the third quarter of 2020  (ACLED 

23/10/2020). At least 1,100 villagers were killed by bandits from 
January to June 2020 (Amnesty International 24/08/2020). During the 
first half of 2020, 7,900 more people were internally displaced 
in Katsina, Sokoto, and Zamfara States because of the conflict. 
Tens of thousands of people have crossed the border and sought 
shelter in the Maradi region of Niger (IDMC 09/2020). Food inse-
curity deteriorated in the northwest of Nigeria in the first half of 
2020 and people in the worst-affected areas are in Stressed (IPC 
2) and Crisis (IPC 3) levels of food insecurity (FEWS NET 02/2020; 

FEWS NET 06/2020; FEWS NET 08/2020). An additional threat to the 
security situation in the region is the expansion of Boko Haram 
activity to northwestern states. Boko Haram has already claimed 
responsibility for attacks in the northwest region in 2020, as a 
result of a lack of security capacity and the opportunity to build 
alliances with local banditry groups (ICG 18/05/2020; Institute for 
Security Studies 03/08/2020).

YEMEN

Renewed Houthi offensive in Marib intensifies, causing 
re-displacement southwards and severely reduced access to 
essential services.  

Conflict around Marib between Ansar Allah and local tribes sup-
ported by the Internationally Recognised Government of Yemen 
and the Saudi-led coalition has been increasing since early 
2020. This conflict intensified in August and September with the 
Houthis advancing in southern Marib though Al Mahliyah and 
Al Rahbah districts, confronting the local Murad tribe – one of 
the most cohesive and powerful in the governorate. The Houthis 
also advanced in the northwest, where they have managed to 
put military pressure on Meghdal and Raghwan districts. Any 
success in surrounding Marib city or its capture would likely give 
the Houthis full control of the north of Yemen, including access 
to strategic gas reserves and oil fields. The front could become 
stagnant, however, because of the strong defence from local 
tribes, resulting in very restricted freedom of movement and 
access to essential services (Sana’a Center 05/10/2020).

Over 29,000 people were displaced towards Marib city between 
15 August and 24 September. Further escalation of fighting in 
districts bordering Marib city will drive additional displacement 
to Marib city, which is already home to 800,000 IDPs. The inflow 
will put further pressure on public services and infrastructure. 
People’s vulnerability in Marib has increased following the impact 
of severe flooding in July, which destroyed hundreds of shelters 
and reduced access to livelihoods for thousands of people. Dis-
rupted access to WASH services because of displacement and 
access concerns would increase the risk of diseases spreading, 
including cholera and COVID-19 (IOM 05/10/2020).
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https://acleddata.com/dashboard/%22 /l %22/dashboard/237E842F448DE7B32130D0C33976BFE7%22 /h  HYPERLINK %22https:/acleddata.com/dashboard/%22 /l %22/dashboard/237E842F448DE7B32130D0C33976BFE7%22 /
https://acleddata.com/dashboard/%22 /l %22/dashboard/237E842F448DE7B32130D0C33976BFE7%22 /h  HYPERLINK %22https:/acleddata.com/dashboard/%22 /l %22/dashboard/237E842F448DE7B32130D0C33976BFE7%22 /
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/08/nigeria-government-failings-leave-rural-communities-at-the-mercy-of-gunmen/
https://www.internal-displacement.org/sites/default/files/publications/documents/2020 Mid-year update.pdf
https://fews.net/sites/default/files/documents/reports/NIGERIA_Food_Security_Outlook_Feb2020.pdf
https://fews.net/sites/default/files/documents/reports/NIGERIA_Food_Security_Outlook_June2020_Final.pdf
https://fews.net/sites/default/files/documents/reports/NIGERIA_Food_Security_Outlook_Update_August_Final.pdf
https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/west-africa/nigeria/288-violence-nigerias-north-west-rolling-back-mayhem
https://issafrica.org/iss-today/nigerias-growing-insecurity-offers-expansion-opportunities-for-boko-haram
https://issafrica.org/iss-today/nigerias-growing-insecurity-offers-expansion-opportunities-for-boko-haram
https://sanaacenter.org/publications/analysis/11617
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/en_iom_yemen_marib_response_update_13-26_sep_2020.pdf
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