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  Following security operations in Moyale, Ethiopia, some 10,000 people have been 
displaced to Moyale in Marsabit county, Kenya, since 10 March. The displaced 
population is currently staying in makeshift camps around Moyale. 80% of the 
displaced people are women and children, including 600 pregnant women and 1,500 
children under five. Multisectoral assistance is urgently needed.  
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Anticipated scope and scale Key priorities Humanitarian constraints 
In Moyale, Kenya, some 10,000 displaced people from 
Ethiopia are in need of multisectoral assistance. An increase 
in numbers is likely as more people are registered. More arrivals 
from Ethiopia are possible, although there have been no further 
reports of violence since 10 March. While the Ethiopian 
government stated it is working on activities to enable the 
return of the displaced people, political tensions in Ethiopia 
are likely to continue and have the potential to prevent returns. 
Pre-existing food insecurity in Moyale compounds the 
situation. The rainy season has started and increases risk of 
water-borne disease outbreaks, including cholera. 

 

 

WASH assistance  
to prevent disease outbreaks 

 Heavy rains and flash floods have been 
affecting parts of Kenya, including Marsabit 
since the beginning of March and could 
potentially impact aid deliveries. Heavy rains 
have impacted Moyale in the past. 

 Food assistance  
for displaced population 
 

 

 Shelter and NFIs 
in makeshift camps 
 

Limitations 
It is unclear how many people have been displaced into Kenya without 
being registered. 

The last available breakdown of numbers of people staying at different 
locations within Moyale is from 15 March. 

http://www.acaps.org/
mailto:ao@acaps.org
http://www.maphill.com/kenya/eastern/marsabit/simple-maps/gray-map/
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Crisis impact 

Displacement 
Security operations by the Ethiopian security forces in Moyale, in the Oromia region of 
Ethiopia, have displaced around 10,000 people from Ethiopia into Moyale, Marsabit 
county, in Kenya, since 10 March. 

According to a UNHCR report on 19 March, around 9,700 Ethiopians have arrived in 
Moyale, Kenya since 10 March (UNHCR 19/03/2018). On 21 March it was reported that over 
10,500 displaced people had been registered (DW 21/03/2018). An unknown number of 
displaced people are also staying with host families (UNHCR 19/03/2018). The needs of the 
displaced people who have not been registered are yet to be reported (UNHCR 19/03/2018). 

As of 15 March, the majority of displaced people in Moyale are located at Sessi (over 
3,000), Sololo (2,300), and Somare (1,800), with additional people staying at Cifa/Butiye, 
Maeyi, Kukub, Gatta Korma, and Dambala Fachana sites (The Star 15/03/2018). An updated 
breakdown across sites is not available at the time of writing.  

The number of registered arrivals has continuously increased since 10 March, with the 
last figure of around 10,500 reported on 21 March. On 15 March, more people were 
expected to cross into Kenya as insecurity in Ethiopia was ongoing (ECHO 15/03/2018). 
However, as of 22 March, no further incidents of violence in Moyale, Ethiopia, have been 
reported It is unclear for how long the displaced people will stay in Kenya (UNHCR 
19/03/2018). Returns are only likely if the security situation in the place of origin has 
stabilised and the displaced people do not fear being targeted by the Ethiopian security 
forces again.  

Security situation 
On 10 March, Ethiopian security forces conducted an operation in Moyale, Ethiopia, 
during which civilians were targeted. 13 people were killed, 20 people were injured, and 
16 were reported missing (ECHO 15/03/2018). According to the Ethiopian government, the 
military erroneously conducted the attack due to false intelligence about the presence of 
members of the Oromo Liberation Front (OLF), a militant opposition group, in the area 
(Voice of America 12/03/2018). Reportedly, soldiers involved in the incident have been 
disarmed and a government delegation is investigating the attacks (UNHCR 19/03/2018). 

According to local residents, victims were from different ethnic groups (Voice of America 
12/03/2018). Residents described that the military conducted house searches, and that 
people were shot at and killed indiscriminately, including at the market and in mosques 
(Voice of America 12/03/2018, Nation 14/03/2018). 
 
 

 

Food: The displaced people in Moyale are in need of food assistance (UNHCR 19/03/2018). 
Food shortages in Moyale have been reported since the beginning of the influx (Bloomberg 
16/03/2018). There is pre-existing food insecurity in the region receiving the displaced 
people: Moyale is classified as Crisis (IPC Phase 3) for the February-April projection 
period (FEWSNET 16/03/2018). This suggests that local resources to cover the food needs of 
the displaced population in the medium term are limited. 

WASH: The displaced people are in need of water and sanitation assistance (UNHCR 
19/03/2018). Sanitation facilities for the displaced population are inadequate. Open 
disposal of human waste and open defecation has been reported (Bloomberg 16/03/2018, 
Nation 14/03/2018). 

Shelter and NFIs: The displaced people are in need of shelter (UNHCR 19/03/2018). The 
Kenyan Red Cross has highlighted the need to set up a camp for the displaced people in 
order to provide coordinated assistance (Nation 14/03/2018). The displaced people are 
currently staying in makeshift sites dispersed throughout the area (The Star 15/03/2018). 
Some people are staying in schools (Standard Media 13/03/2018). Shelter assistance is urgent 
considering the start of the rainy season in March, which has already led to flooding in 
other parts of Marsabit (Daily Nation 05/03/2018). 

Health: Many asylum seekers are in need of health assistance (UNHCR 19/03/2018). Some 
are reportedly chronically ill (Reuters 13/03/2018). The most common health issues treated 
so far included diarrhoea, pneumonia, upper respiratory tract infections, as well as skin 
and eye infections (Xinhua 17/03/2018). The hospital in Moyale, Kenya, has been 
overwhelmed with the numbers of people with gunshot wounds (DW 15/03/2018). 

Due to the poor sanitation and the lack of drinking water, there is a risk of an outbreak of 
diseases such as cholera (ECHO 15/03/2018). Health risks are further compounded by the 
start of the Long Rains rainy season in March (Xinhua 17/03/2018). 

Protection: Displaced people have voiced security concerns as they are currently located 
close to the border to Ethiopia (UNHCR 19/03/2018, ECHO 15/03/2018). 

Issues with the registration of the displaced people have been reported. As of 14 March, 
there was no central registration area for the arrivals, and many people have arrived 
without being registered (Nation 14/03/2018). 

Education: According to local media, some displaced people are being sheltered at local 
schools (Standard Media 13/03/2018). This could lead to disruption of education for children 
in the host community. The first school term will end on 6 April, with the second term 
starting on 30 April (Capital News 26/12/2017). 

 

http://www.unhcr.org/ke/13612-nearly-10000-ethiopians-seek-asylum-moyale-kenya-following-violence-back-home.html
http://www.dw.com/en/ethiopias-uncertain-political-future/a-43065573
http://www.unhcr.org/ke/13612-nearly-10000-ethiopians-seek-asylum-moyale-kenya-following-violence-back-home.html
http://www.unhcr.org/ke/13612-nearly-10000-ethiopians-seek-asylum-moyale-kenya-following-violence-back-home.html
https://www.the-star.co.ke/news/2018/03/15/number-of-ethiopians-entering-kenya-hits-8500-more-expected-red-cross_c1730649
http://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ECHO-Flash/ECHO-Flash-List/yy/2018/mm/3
http://www.unhcr.org/ke/13612-nearly-10000-ethiopians-seek-asylum-moyale-kenya-following-violence-back-home.html
http://www.unhcr.org/ke/13612-nearly-10000-ethiopians-seek-asylum-moyale-kenya-following-violence-back-home.html
http://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ECHO-Flash/ECHO-Flash-List/yy/2018/mm/3
https://www.voanews.com/a/Ethiopia-violence/4293553.html
http://www.unhcr.org/ke/13612-nearly-10000-ethiopians-seek-asylum-moyale-kenya-following-violence-back-home.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/Ethiopia-violence/4293553.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/Ethiopia-violence/4293553.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/Ethiopia-violence/4293553.html
https://www.nation.co.ke/news/Soldiers-flushed-out-Ethiopian-refugees/1056-4340534-8n3m8r/index.html
http://www.unhcr.org/ke/13612-nearly-10000-ethiopians-seek-asylum-moyale-kenya-following-violence-back-home.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-03-16/kenya-boosts-border-security-after-ethiopian-rebels-claim-attack
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-03-16/kenya-boosts-border-security-after-ethiopian-rebels-claim-attack
http://www.fews.net/east-africa/kenya/food-security-outlook/february-2018
http://www.unhcr.org/ke/13612-nearly-10000-ethiopians-seek-asylum-moyale-kenya-following-violence-back-home.html
http://www.unhcr.org/ke/13612-nearly-10000-ethiopians-seek-asylum-moyale-kenya-following-violence-back-home.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-03-16/kenya-boosts-border-security-after-ethiopian-rebels-claim-attack
https://www.nation.co.ke/news/Soldiers-flushed-out-Ethiopian-refugees/1056-4340534-8n3m8r/index.html
http://www.unhcr.org/ke/13612-nearly-10000-ethiopians-seek-asylum-moyale-kenya-following-violence-back-home.html
https://www.nation.co.ke/news/Soldiers-flushed-out-Ethiopian-refugees/1056-4340534-8n3m8r/index.html
https://www.the-star.co.ke/news/2018/03/15/number-of-ethiopians-entering-kenya-hits-8500-more-expected-red-cross_c1730649
https://www.standardmedia.co.ke/article/2001272961/2-000-ethiopians-flee-to-kenya-as-army-kills-9-civilians
https://www.nation.co.ke/counties/marsabit/Floods-kill-51-year-old-woman-in-Marsabit/3444778-4329158-3lpa8uz/index.html
http://www.unhcr.org/ke/13612-nearly-10000-ethiopians-seek-asylum-moyale-kenya-following-violence-back-home.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-ethiopia-violence/about-5000-ethiopians-flee-to-kenya-after-botched-military-operation-idUSKCN1GP1T4
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-03/17/c_137044105.htm
http://www.dw.com/en/ethiopians-cross-into-kenya-after-deadly-military-attacks/a-42996642
http://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ECHO-Flash/ECHO-Flash-List/yy/2018/mm/3
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-03/17/c_137044105.htm
http://www.unhcr.org/ke/13612-nearly-10000-ethiopians-seek-asylum-moyale-kenya-following-violence-back-home.html
http://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ECHO-Flash/ECHO-Flash-List/yy/2018/mm/3
https://www.nation.co.ke/news/Soldiers-flushed-out-Ethiopian-refugees/1056-4340534-8n3m8r/index.html
https://www.standardmedia.co.ke/article/2001272961/2-000-ethiopians-flee-to-kenya-as-army-kills-9-civilians
https://www.capitalfm.co.ke/news/2017/12/education-ministry-makes-public-2018-school-calendar/
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Vulnerable groups affected 
Over 80% of the displaced people are women and children. Among them are more than 
600 pregnant women and some 1,500 children under five. Unknown numbers of people 
with disabilities and elderly people are among the displaced people as well (UNHCR 
19/03/2018). 

Humanitarian and operational constraints 
Since the beginning of March, heavy rains and flash floods have been affecting Kenya, 
mostly central, south-west, and south-east counties. The capital Nairobi has been 
impacted as well (ECHO 20/03/2018). In some parts of the country, including in Nairobi, 
infrastructure damage has been reported as the water has impacted bridges and roads 
(Daily Nation 16/03/2018). While Marsabit has only been moderately impacted so far, the 
delivery of aid to Moyale could be disrupted by the rains. 

There is an airport near Moyale. A primary road connects Moyale to Marsabit and the 
center of the country and a secondary road leads to Wajir (Logistics Cluster 14/07/2017). 

Aggravating factors 

Long Rains season 
The Long Rains rainy season in eastern and northern Kenya (including in Marsabit) runs 
from mid-March to mid-June, while in western Kenya and in the Rift Valley it lasts from 
mid-February to mid-August (FEWSNET 16/03/2018). Since the beginning of March, heavy 
rains and flash floods have been affecting counties in central, south-west, and south-east 
Kenya (ECHO 20/03/2018). Marsabit has been moderately impacted. In Manguno Algana, 
Marsabit, flash floods on 15 March flooded homes and trapped 20 people (Daily Nation 
16/03/2018). In Saku sub-county, one person died in flash floods at the beginning of March 
(Daily Nation 05/03/2018). In North Horr sub-county, over 100 goats died in flash floods (Daily 
Nation 05/03/2018). During the previous Long Rains season, in April 2017, heavy rains 
affected Moyale, and 200 cattle died (NDMA 07/2017). 

Disease outbreaks 
Kenya has been affected by various disease outbreaks. There is currently a cholera 
outbreak active in Garissa, Siaya, Meru, Tana River, Tharaka Nithi, and Turkana counties, 
with 1,476 suspected cases and 29 deaths in 2018 so far (CFR: 2.0%) (WHO 16/03/2018). A 
measles outbreak is currently affecting Wajir county, with 24 suspected cases and no 

deaths since February 2018 (WHO 16/03/2018). A chikungunya outbreak is affecting 
Mombasa and Lamu counties, with 841 suspected cases and no deaths since mid-
December 2017 (WHO 16/03/2018). Malaria is endemic to Kenya (WHO 04/2017). In late 2017, 
several malaria-related deaths were reported in Marsabit (The Star 13/11/2017). A kala-azar 
outbreak affected Marsabit and Wajir in 2017, with 457 total suspected cases until the 
end of August, when the last case was reported (WHO 10/11/2017). 

Drought 
Drought conditions have been affecting ASAL (Arid and Semi-Arid Lands) counties, 
including Marsabit, due to below-average rainy seasons (UNICEF 02/03/2018). Food security 
projections for the February-April period, show most of Marsabit is in Stressed (IPC Phase 
2), with Moyale in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) (FEWSNET 16/03/2018). 

Insecurity 
The counties bordering Somalia (Garissa, Lamu, Wajir, and Mandera) have been affected 
by presence and activity of the Islamist militant group Al Shabaab, which is active in 
Somalia. Marsabit county and Moyale sub-county both border Wajir county. The most 
recent attack attributed to Al Shabaab in Kenya occurred in Wajir, when three people, 
including two teachers, were killed at Qarsa Primary School on 16 February (Daily Nation 
16/02/2018). In Marsabit, a Muslim cleric was recently detained for alleged links to Al 
Shabaab (The Star 16/01/2018). 

The Kenyan security forces are reinforcing their presence along the border to Ethiopia in 
response to the influx from Ethiopia (Bloomberg 16/03/2018). 

Political instability 
Kenya held presidential elections on 8 August 2017. President Uhuru Kenyatta was 
declared president-elect, defeating his main opponent Raila Odinga. On 1 September, the 
Supreme Court annulled the elections due to irregularities and the repeat elections were 
held on 26 October, which the main opposition alliance boycotted. Kenyatta was declared 
winner (Al Jazeera 30/10/2017). Odinga subsequently called for a “resistance movement” and 
on 30 January announced himself as “people’s president” (Al Jazeera 31/10/2017, CFR 
30/01/2018). The election period was marred by violence. In Nairobi, over 100 people were 
killed during the period. Most of the people were killed by the police during election-related 
protests, while some were targeted by armed gangs (HRW 25/02/2018). On 9 March, 
Kenyatta and Odinga jointly held a press conference and announced to resolve 
differences, though it is unclear how far relations have improved (Crisis Group 13/03/2018). In 
mid-2017, political violence in Marsabit, related to election campaigns, reportedly led to 
the death of at least 20 people (Daily Nation 13/06/2017). 

http://www.unhcr.org/ke/13612-nearly-10000-ethiopians-seek-asylum-moyale-kenya-following-violence-back-home.html
http://www.unhcr.org/ke/13612-nearly-10000-ethiopians-seek-asylum-moyale-kenya-following-violence-back-home.html
http://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ECHO-Flash/ECHO-Flash-List/yy/2018/mm/3
https://www.nation.co.ke/news/Heavy-rains-leave-trail-of-deaths--damage/1056-4343480-vb5hp9z/index.html
http://www.logcluster.org/sites/default/files/maps/afr_glpm_centralafrica_a1p_20170713.pdf
http://www.fews.net/east-africa/kenya/food-security-outlook/february-2018
http://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ECHO-Flash/ECHO-Flash-List/yy/2018/mm/3
https://www.nation.co.ke/news/Kenya-floods-villagers-spend-night-on-in-Marsabit/1056-4344176-14id4bhz/index.html
https://www.nation.co.ke/news/Kenya-floods-villagers-spend-night-on-in-Marsabit/1056-4344176-14id4bhz/index.html
https://www.nation.co.ke/counties/marsabit/Floods-kill-51-year-old-woman-in-Marsabit/3444778-4329158-3lpa8uz/index.html
https://www.nation.co.ke/counties/marsabit/Floods-kill-51-year-old-woman-in-Marsabit/3444778-4329158-3lpa8uz/index.html
https://www.nation.co.ke/counties/marsabit/Floods-kill-51-year-old-woman-in-Marsabit/3444778-4329158-3lpa8uz/index.html
http://www.ndma.go.ke/index.php/resource-center/send/54-2017/4497-marsabit
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/260520/1/OEW11-101632018.pdf
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/260520/1/OEW11-101632018.pdf
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/260520/1/OEW11-101632018.pdf
http://www.who.int/features/2017/vector-control-kenya/en/
https://www.the-star.co.ke/news/2017/11/13/40000-mosquito-nets-distributed-in-marsabit-after-malaria-outbreak_c1668752
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/259453/OEW45-0410112017.pdf?sequence=1
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Kenya%20Humanitarian%20Situation%20Report%20-%20February%202018.pdf
http://www.fews.net/east-africa/kenya/food-security-outlook/february-2018
https://www.nation.co.ke/counties/wajir/Teachers-killed-Al-Shabaab-attack-Wajir-Qarsa-Primary-School/3444790-4306966-kjo6htz/index.html
https://www.nation.co.ke/counties/wajir/Teachers-killed-Al-Shabaab-attack-Wajir-Qarsa-Primary-School/3444790-4306966-kjo6htz/index.html
https://www.the-star.co.ke/news/2018/01/16/marsabit-cleric-to-be-held-30-days-for-probe-into-al-shabaab-links_c1699105
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-03-16/kenya-boosts-border-security-after-ethiopian-rebels-claim-attack
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/10/uhuru-kenyatta-wins-controversial-kenyan-poll-rerun-171030132600418.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/10/raila-odinga-kenya-election-rerun-stand-171031145447971.html
https://www.cfr.org/blog/raila-odinga-sworn-kenyas-peoples-president
https://www.cfr.org/blog/raila-odinga-sworn-kenyas-peoples-president
https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/02/25/kenya-fresh-evidence-election-period-abuses
https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/horn-africa/kenya/b136-after-kenyas-leaders-reconcile-tough-path-ahead
https://www.nation.co.ke/counties/marsabit/Marsabit-leaders-ask-State-tame-insecurity/3444778-3968444-6hggky/index.html
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Contextual information 

Drivers of the current conflict 
The displacement occurred in the context of a political crisis in Ethiopia. 

In September 2017, tensions escalated between the Oromo and Somali ethnic groups 
along the border of the Oromia and Somali regions, which led to casualties and large-
scale displacement (Voice of America 29/19/2017, OCHA 23/01/2018).  

The Oromo Liberation Front (OLF), which the Ethiopian military claimed to have targeted 
in Moyale, is an Oromo militant group (Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada 07/05/2017). 

Although the Ethiopian government has since January 2018 taken reconciliatory steps, 
such as the release of over 6,000 political prisoners, it declared a six-month state of 
emergency on 16 February, after the prime minister had resigned one day earlier (Voice of 
America 12/03/2018, Africa Center 20/03/2018). The decision to enforce a state of emergency 
sparked protests, mainly in Oromia region and Addis Abeba (France24 06/03/2018, Africa News 
06/03/2018). Multiple people have reportedly been killed since the beginning of the state of 
emergency (Africa Center 20/03/2018).  

Past displacement 
Kenya hosts some 484,000 refugees and asylum seekers (UNHCR 28/02/2018). 231,000 are 
located at Dadaab in Garissa county, 186,000 are in Kakuma in Turkana county, and 
67,000 are in Nairobi (UNHCR 28/02/2018). The main countries of origin are Somalia 
(277,000), South Sudan (113,000), and DR Congo (36,000). Kenya also hosts some 
28,000 Ethiopian refugees and asylum seekers from before the current crisis (UNHCR 
28/02/2018). 

As of November 2017, there are some 309,000 IDPs in Kenya, including some 39,000 
people displaced in 2017 due to the drought (OCHA 03/11/2017). There is little information 
about their location and their needs. 

Inter-clan violence affected Marsabit in 2013, with Moyale being impacted as well. Some 
38,000 people were displaced within Moyale, into other regions in Marsabit and Wajir, and 
into Ethiopia (IRIN 06/09/2013). 

In Ethiopia, there are some 1.7 million IDPs, most of them displaced in 2017 by conflict 
or drought (OCHA 13/03/2018). As of 5 February 2018, there are some 179,000 IDPs in 
Borena zone in Ethiopia, including some 29,000 IDPs in Moyale (including some 9,800 
conflict-related IDPs) (IOM 05/02/2018). 

Key characteristics 
Demographic profile: Total population of Kenya: 47,615,739, of which 26.5% is urban and 

73.5% rural. In Marsabit, the total population is 291,166 (2009). 

Poverty rate: In Kenya, the poverty rate is 45.9%. The poverty rate in Marsabit is 83.2%, 
one of the highest in Kenya. 

Food security figures: 2.55 million people in Kenya are currently food insecure. In 
February-April projections, Marsabit is in Stressed (IPC Phase 2) and Moyale is in 
Crisis (IPC Phase 3). 

Nutrition levels: In Kenya, the current caseload for malnutrition of children under 5 is 
328,260 for MAM and 71,560 for SAM. In Marsabit, the MAM caseload is estimated 
to be 8,539 and the SAM caseload 2,591. In parts of Marsabit (North Horr and 
Laisamis sub-counties), the level of acute malnutrition is Critical (GAM WHZ 15.0 – 
29.9%). 

Health statistics: In Kenya, the infant mortality rate is 37.1 deaths/1,000 live births. The 
maternal mortality ratio is 510 deaths/100,000 live births. In Marsabit, the infant 
mortality rate is 47 deaths/1,000 live births. The under-five mortality rate in Marsabit 
is 70 deaths/1,000 live births. In Moyale sub-county, the under-five mortality is 50 
deaths/1,000 livebirths. 

WASH statistics: In Kenya, 63.2% of the total population has access to improved drinking 
water. 56.8% of the rural population has access to improved drinking water. 30.1% of 
the total population and 29.7% of the rural population has access to improved 
sanitation facilities. In Marsabit, 77.6% of the population has access to improved 
drinking water. 

Lighting and cooking sources: In Kenya, the main lighting sources are tin lamps (38.5%), 
lanterns (30.6%), and electricity (22.9%). In Marsabit, the main lighting fuel is fuel 
wood (47.1%). In Moyale sub-county, 22.8% of male-headed households and 15.7% 
of female-headed households use fuel wood. 

Literacy levels: 78% of the population over 15 can read and write. 

Sources: World Factbook 2018, Worldbank 2018, Daily Nation 13/10/2011, Daily Nation 17/12/2011, Knoema 
2018, HumData 2018, SID 2013,  UNICEF 02/03/2018, IPC 28/02/2018, FEWSNET 16/03/2018 

https://www.voanews.com/a/whats-driving-clashes-ethiopias-somali-oromia-regions/4050017.html
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ethiopia-_conflict_displacement_situation_report_0.pdf
http://www.refworld.org/docid/5696030f4.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/Ethiopia-violence/4293553.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/Ethiopia-violence/4293553.html
https://africacenter.org/spotlight/many-layers-ethiopia-crisis/
http://www.france24.com/en/20180306-ethiopia-state-emergency-protest-strike
http://www.africanews.com/2018/03/06/ethiopia-oromia-shutdown-strike-enters-day-2-with-strict-compliance/
http://www.africanews.com/2018/03/06/ethiopia-oromia-shutdown-strike-enters-day-2-with-strict-compliance/
https://africacenter.org/spotlight/many-layers-ethiopia-crisis/
http://www.unhcr.org/ke/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2018/03/KENYA-Statistics-Package-February-2018-1.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/ke/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2018/03/KENYA-Statistics-Package-February-2018-1.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/ke/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2018/03/KENYA-Statistics-Package-February-2018-1.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/ke/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2018/03/KENYA-Statistics-Package-February-2018-1.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/HOA_drought_updates_snapshot_Nov032017.pdf
http://www.irinnews.org/report/98701/displacement-follows-clashes-kenya-ethiopia-border
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/humanitarian_bulletin-26_feb-_11_march-_2018_final.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/DTM_Round%208%20Oromia%20region.pdf
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ke.html
https://data.worldbank.org/country/kenya
https://www.nation.co.ke/counties/marsabit/Marsabit-county-at-a-glance/3444778-1254198-13da6nmz/index.html
https://www.nation.co.ke/news/Named-Kenyas-richest-and-poorest-counties-/1056-1291292-jty8wwz/index.html
https://knoema.com/atlas/Kenya/Marsabit
https://knoema.com/atlas/Kenya/Marsabit
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/6bceaf39-48f5-46be-9798-8c13266e2c60/resource/1cc4a518-1df2-4541-aa0b-6a9d0b53dd09/download/percentage-of-people-with-access-to-improved-water-sources-in-kenya.xlsx
http://inequalities.sidint.net/kenya/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2013/11/Housing%20and%20Energy.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Kenya%20Humanitarian%20Situation%20Report%20-%20February%202018.pdf
http://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Kenya_AMN_Infographic_2018Feb.pdf
http://www.fews.net/east-africa/kenya/food-security-outlook/february-2018


             ACAPS Briefing Note: Displacement 
   

5 
 

Response capacity 

Local and national response capacity 
Many displaced people have crossed into Kenya with their livestock, which further 
stretches resources of responding organisations (Reuters 13/03/2018). There is a risk of 
conflicts with the Kenyan host population due to livestock of the displaced population 
grazing in the area. 

Ethiopian authorities are reportedly working on repatriating the displaced people (DW 
21/03/2018, Xinhua 17/03/2018) 

The county administration of Marsabit has been cooperating with UN agencies and 
INGOs in the provision of aid and has provided food and water (UNHCR 19/03/2018, Xinhua 
17/03/2018). The Kenyan government has been working to reduce the number of makeshift 
camps to facilitate registration activities (UNHCR 19/03/2018). 

The Kenyan Red Cross Society (KRCS) has been providing emergency assistance, 
including water, food, NFIs, shelter materials, medicine, and sanitation (UNHCR 19/03/2018, 
The Star 15/03/2018). KRCS is conducting nutrition screenings for children under five and 
pregnant and lactating women (Xinhua 17/03/2018). At Sololo, KRCS set up a makeshift 
camp for displaced people who had been previously located at other sites (Xinhua 
17/03/2018). KRCS furthermore is providing Family Link services so that displaced people 
can call their relatives in Ethiopia (Twitter Kenya Red Cross 18/03/2018).  

International response capacity 
UNHCR is coordinating the response (UNHCR 19/03/2018).  

UNHCR has been supporting the Kenyan government in the registration of displaced 
people (UNHCR 19/03/2018). 

UNICEF, World Vision, and Concern are providing support (UNHCR 19/03/2018).  

ECHO is responding through local partners (ECHO 15/03/2018). 

 

Information gaps and needs 
The number of people who have crossed into Kenya without being registered is unknown. 

There is no information available about numbers or needs of IDPs currently residing in 
Moyale, Kenya. 

 

Lessons learned 
• Bio-metric registration is vital for the effective management of refugees’ needs 

(UNHCR 15/05/2017). 
• Livelihood support can increase the level of self-sufficiency of refugees (World Bank 

05/2016; UNHCR 2014). 
• Close involvement of main stakeholders, such as local and national authorities, 

host communities and refugees is imperative key in managing a refugee influx 
(World Bank 05/2016). 

 
  

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-ethiopia-violence/about-5000-ethiopians-flee-to-kenya-after-botched-military-operation-idUSKCN1GP1T4
http://www.dw.com/en/ethiopias-uncertain-political-future/a-43065573
http://www.dw.com/en/ethiopias-uncertain-political-future/a-43065573
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-03/17/c_137046359.htm
http://www.unhcr.org/ke/13612-nearly-10000-ethiopians-seek-asylum-moyale-kenya-following-violence-back-home.html
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-03/17/c_137044105.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-03/17/c_137044105.htm
http://www.unhcr.org/ke/13612-nearly-10000-ethiopians-seek-asylum-moyale-kenya-following-violence-back-home.html
http://www.unhcr.org/ke/13612-nearly-10000-ethiopians-seek-asylum-moyale-kenya-following-violence-back-home.html
https://www.the-star.co.ke/news/2018/03/15/number-of-ethiopians-entering-kenya-hits-8500-more-expected-red-cross_c1730649
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-03/17/c_137044105.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-03/17/c_137044105.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-03/17/c_137044105.htm
https://twitter.com/KenyaRedCross/status/975307127769128960
http://www.unhcr.org/ke/13612-nearly-10000-ethiopians-seek-asylum-moyale-kenya-following-violence-back-home.html
http://www.unhcr.org/ke/13612-nearly-10000-ethiopians-seek-asylum-moyale-kenya-following-violence-back-home.html
http://www.unhcr.org/ke/13612-nearly-10000-ethiopians-seek-asylum-moyale-kenya-following-violence-back-home.html
http://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ECHO-Flash/ECHO-Flash-List/yy/2018/mm/3
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2017%20Revised%20South%20Sudan%20Regional%20Refugee%20Response%20Plan%20-%20Jan-Dec%202017%20%28May%202017%29.pdf
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/24736/An0assessment00o0refugee0management.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/24736/An0assessment00o0refugee0management.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://www.unhcr.org/558c0e039.pdf
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/24736/An0assessment00o0refugee0management.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
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Map of Marsabit  
 

 
Source: Maphill 2011 

http://www.maphill.com/kenya/eastern/marsabit/simple-maps/gray-map/
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