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SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

Highlights 
 

The Malawi government declared a state of disaster on 12 April 2016, 

in the face of a second consecutive year of food insecurity. According 

to the second round crop estimates, rain fed maize production this 

year is 32 per cent below the five-year average. The number of food 

insecure people resulting from this situation will be ascertained once 

the Malawi Vulnerability Assessment Committee (MVAC) undertakes 

the annual food security assessment, which is expected to be carried 

out in the month of May, with the results expected within the month 

of June. 
 

As of the end of March 2016, the mass screening drive has been rolled 

out in 25 districts, with support from UNICEF, reaching 1,328,553 

children (74 per cent of the total target) and has delivered 

tremendous results in terms of active case findings as well as 

immediate treatment and saving of children’s lives. In addition, 14 

Nutrition Field Monitors continue supporting community mass 

screening and the delivery of quality Community Management of 

Acute Malnutrition (CMAM) services in the drought affected districts. 
 

The relocation of new Mozambique refugee arrivals to Luwani camp 

started on 15 April, with 82 individuals already transferred from 

Nsanje District in Southern Malawi to Luwani. 

Date: 4 May 2016 
 

1.5 million 
Children Affected 

 

2.87 million 

Food insecure people 
(The Malawi Vulnerability Assessment Committee, 

National Food Security Forecast, Oct 2015-April 

2016) 

 

1,304 Cholera cases with 35 deaths 
(Daily Cholera Update, Ministry of Health, 

Epidemiology Unit, 2 May 2016) 

 

11,858 

Total new arrivals from Mozambique 
(UNHCR, Inter-Agency update, 20 April 2016) 

 

UNICEF Appeal 2016 

US$13,035,000 
 

Funding gap 

86% 
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UNICEF’s Response with partners 
 
Sector  

 

Indicator UNICEF Sector/Cluster 

UNICEF 

Target 

Cumulative 

results (#) 

Cluster 

Target 

Cumulative 

results (#) 

Nutrition  Children 6-59 months with SAM enrolled in OTP and NRU 

programmes 
34,000 

17,785 

 
34,000 

17,785 

 

WASH  Internally displaced persons and host community members 

provided with safe water (7.5-15L per person per day) 
50,000 42,256 65,000 51,856 

Education  

 

Children received school supplies, psychosocial support, care and 

stand-by teaching from 200 volunteer teachers 
50,000 100,939  110,800 100,939 

Health Children aged 6 to 59 months immunized against measles  453,500 71,855   

Child 

Protection  

Child protection cases recorded and referred to appropriate 

services 

250 

 
1,728 

250 

 
1,728 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  

The second round of agricultural production estimates indicate that this will be the second consecutive year of 

below-average cereal production in Malawi. Estimated rain fed maize production this year is 32 per cent below 

the five-year average.1 Other cereals, namely rice, sorghum and millet production are estimated to range from 

20 to 40 per cent below the five-year average, while legume production is expected to be 5-10 per cent below 

average.  

 

National average prices for maize increased slightly between February and March. Maize prices have begun to 

stabilize due to anticipation of the next harvests as well as the availability of some prematurely harvested 

maize in markets. The average price of maize is still 184 per cent higher than the five-year average price and 

about 148 per cent above the average prices in March 2015.  

 

Poor households not receiving assistance continue to experience limited food access due to limited income 

generating activities. This problem is being exacerbated by low market supplies and low stocks of subsidized 

maize in the Agricultural Development and Marketing Corporation (ADMARC) markets.  

 

The Malawi government declared a state of disaster on 12 April 2016, in the face of a second consecutive year 

of food insecurity. The size of the food insecure population during the 2016/2017 consumption year is expected 

to increase substantially. The number of food insecure people resulting from this situation will be ascertained 

once the Malawi Vulnerability Assessment Committee (MVAC) undertakes the annual food security 

assessment, which is expected to be carried out in the month of May with the results expected within the 

month of June.  

 

The cholera outbreak which started in December 2015, also continues to be a challenge in the country. The 

highest numbers of reported new cases were reported on 28 February and 11 April, 2016 where 22 cases were 

reported on each of these days. The trend of the incidence of cholera cases is shown Figure 1 below. 

Cumulatively, as of 1 May 2016 a total of 1,304 cases were registered in 11 districts, with 35 deaths representing 

a Case Fatality Rate (CFR) of 2.68 per cent. Karonga district in Northern Malawi has reported the highest 

number of new cases during the month of April, having registering a total of 157 cases as of 1 May, increasing 

from 11 cases registered at the end of March 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                        
1 https://www.fews.net/southern-africa/malawi/food-security-outlook-update/april-2016 
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Additionally, Malawi has over the past ten months, been receiving new arrivals from Mozambique, mainly from 

Tete Province. The new arrivals are fleeing reported conflict in Mozambique. As of 19 April 2016, Kapise village 

was hosting a cumulative figure of 11,858 new arrivals from Mozambique according to the register of the village 

chief, while a total of 9,966 individuals (2,942 households) had been registered by UNHCR. While there is a 

reduction in the number of new arrivals in Kapise since the last situation update, UNHCR continues to receive 

calls to assist new refugee arrivals in other locations. The majority of refugees registered are children under 18 

years at 64 per cent of the total population. The population is extremely young with 49 per cent of the total 

registered refugees 11 years old or younger. Three per cent of the population are elderly persons and 8.6 per 

cent are between 0-11 months. UNHCR and partners are undertaking a process of relocating the new arrivals 

to Luwani camp in Mwanza district after the Government of Malawi granted UNHCR permission to go ahead  
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with the relocation. The relocation started on 15 April, with 82 individuals already transferred from Nsanje 

District in Southern Malawi by road to Luwani.  

 

The country has also been affected by flooding, especially in the northern region. Karonga district in northern 

Malawi experienced flooding in the month of February with a total of 700 households displaced, out of which 

257 sought refuge in camps. In the month of April, a number of districts in the northern region were affected 

by floods including fresh floods in Karonga, and Rumphi districts, which resulted in some people being 

displaced.   

 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination  

UNICEF actively participates in the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) and the Inter Cluster coordination 

forums, which lead strategic and cross-sectoral coordination of humanitarian programmes in the country. 

UNICEF co-leads the water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH), Nutrition, Education and Protection clusters.  

 

With the continued influx of Mozambican’s in the south of the country, in addition to ongoing new arrivals to 

the Dzaleka camp, and the need to scale up a national strategic response and advocacy to challenges that the 

POCs are faced with while in the country, the Government, UNHCR and partners, decided to create a dedicated 

working group at the national level to provide strategic level guidance, advocacy and standards setting for 

issues around refugee protection. Membership in the Refugee Programme Working Group is open to host 

government entities, UN agencies, international and national NGOs and other civil society actors who are 

committed to a protection response in line with international protection standards. At the district level, an 

inter-agency coordination meeting chaired by the Mwanza District Commissioner and the Ministry of Home 

Affairs and supported by UNHCR, has also been established.  

 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response  
 

 NUTRITION 

 

During the month of March, a total of 6,801 

children (3,254 boys and 3,547 girls) under five 

suffering from severe acute malnutrition (SAM) 

were admitted to 563 UNICEF supported 

outpatient therapeutic programmes (OTPs) 

and 101 Nutrition Rehabilitation Units in the 25 

drought affected districts of Malawi. This 

represents an increased uptake of the CMAM 

services as compared to 5,126 in March 2015. 

Death rates of seven per cent at Nutrition 

Rehabilitation Units (NRUs) were maintained, 

which is within the SPHERE minimum 

standards of 10 per cent. 

 

UNICEF continued supporting the delivery of critical life-saving commodities for the treatment of SAM in an 

effort to ensure availability of the required supplies for treatment. In April, UNICEF completed the distribution 

of 7,323 cartons of ready-to-use therapeutic foods (RUTF), 64 cartons of F-100, 590 cartons of F-75 and 39 

cartons of ReSoMal to all 25 emergency districts. 

 

Health Surveillance Assistants are conducting screening and referral for acute malnutrition and nutrition 

community mobilization activities for children under the age of five. As of the end of March, the mass screening  
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drive has been rolled out to 25 districts reaching 1,328,553 children (74 per cent of total target) and has 

delivered tremendous results in terms of active case findings as well as immediate treatment and saving of 

children’s lives. In addition, 14 nutrition field monitors continue supporting community mass screening and the 

delivery of quality CMAM services in the drought affected districts. 

 

Provision of Vitamin A supplementation for children 6-59 months, deworming and Infant and Young Child 

Feeding (IYCF) counselling and support to mothers and caregivers of children under five years are also being 

undertaken. 

 

UNICEF continues to co-lead the Malawi Nutrition Cluster. The cluster will release a post-April Drought 

Response Plan early in May and is expecting a preliminary report on the SMART survey shortly.  

 
 

WASH 
 

UNICEF, through NGO partners, has completed the rehabilitation of 40 boreholes and drilling of two new 

boreholes in the drought affected district of Thyolo. In addition, a borehole has been drilled in the cholera 

affected district of Zomba. Over the past month, 21,500 people have been provided with potable water, while 

cumulatively, since January 2016, 42,256 people have been provided with access to safe water in drought 

affected districts. UNICEF has further drilled five wet boreholes for Mozambican POCs in Luwani camp which 

are yet to be installed with hand pumps. While this work is progressing, a total of about seven boreholes have 

been rehabilitated and are providing safe water service to the camp community. 

 

With regards to sanitation and hygiene, a total of 42 latrines, 20 hand washing facilities and 31 refuse pits have 

been constructed in April, benefitting 7,968 people in Machinga, Zomba, Phalombe and Mwanza (Kapise). 

Cumulatively, 21,290 people have gained access to improved sanitation facilities since January 2016. UNICEF’s 

NGO partners continue carrying out intensive hygiene promotion campaigns with 58,720 people reached with 

hygiene promotion messages in the cholera affected districts of Machinga, Zomba and Phalombe. 

 

In response to the flash floods and cholera, UNICEF has distributed additional lifesaving supplies to Salima, 

Mzimba and Karonga. In total, 1,200 bottles of water guard (140 ml each), 350 bars of soap (1 Kg each) and, 

seven drums (45 Kg each) have been distributed to the three district councils. 

 
 

Communications for Development (C4D)  
 

UNICEF continues to work with a number of partners in undertaking nutrition mass screening social 

mobilisation activities which aim to mobilize caregivers to take their children to nutritional screening services. 

UNICEF contracted marketing companies, EXP Momentum and Face2Face, have conducted a total of 80 road 

shows (including 61 stop overs), reaching a total of 15,827 people (3,834 men, 6,104 women and 5,889 children) 

in Mangochi, Ntcheu, Dowa, Salima, Blantyre, Thyolo and Chiradzulu districts.  

 

In addition, UNICEF partner, the Story Workshop, completed a C4D formative assessment where baseline 

data/information was collected, which will inform the development of interactive radio programmes, 

community dialogue sessions and theatre for development. The Story Workshop has also been conducting 

trainings for community theatre groups in 15 districts since April 2016. By 3 May, three district trainings have 

been completed. Furthermore, the Story Workshop has also rolled out Theatre for Development (TFD) 

performances through community drama groups in three districts to support the mobilization of communities 

for nutritional screening activities. 
 



MALAWI SITUATION REPORT                                                            APRIL 2016 

6 

 

 

Education 

 

 

UNICEF provided two tents to the Department of Disaster Management affairs (DoDMA) to provide shelter for 

IDPs in Mzuzu who had been affected by recent floods on 9 April 2016.  

 

Over the past month, plastic sheeting, tents, textbooks and recreation kits were distributed by UNICEF to 

provide space for refugee children in Luwani and Kapise camps to attend school. In addition, UNICEF supported 

the Education cluster through the Ministry of Education Science and Technology to deploy 13 volunteer 

teachers (6 Female and 7 Male), to Kapise and Luwani camp, who will in addition to teaching provide 

psychosocial support and care for refugee children. Kapise camp has over 1,400 learners (714 girls and 686 

boys) and Luwani camp has at least 86 learners (26 girls and 60 boys), who are benefitting from the addition of 

these teachers. The volunteer teachers have re-registered Mozambican children in both Kapise and Luwani 

camps to ensure that updated enrolment data is recorded. This process was necessitated due to the relocation 

of refugees from Kapise to Luwani which saw a slight drop in attendance on the first day of schools reopening.   

 

Previously deployed volunteer teachers in four drought affected districts of Dedza, Salima, Mangochi and 

Chikwawa have made significant contribution in mobilizing learners, youth and school communities. Especially 

with vegetable growing, which is supporting supplementing school feeding activities in 89 schools reaching 

90,834 learners (44,339 girls and 46,495 boys).   
 

Health and HIV 

 
 

UNICEF continues to support the cholera outbreak response working closely with partners, especially with MSF, 

Population Services international (PSI) and Malawi Red Cross. In April, UNICEF provided 21,495 cartons of Oral 

Rehydration Salts (ORS) which are adequate to treat 2,686 mild and moderate cholera cases and 102 boxes of 

Sodium Lactate which are enough to treat 255 severe cholera cases. Additionally, UNICEF provided 

Intravenous (IV) giving sets, gloves, protective clothing, chorine, beds and other supplies to be used for cholera 

patients. 

 

As part of the support to the Mozambican new arrivals, UNICEF, in collaboration with the Ministry of Health 

(District Health Office) and UNHCR, have conducted a pre-emptive Oral Cholera Vaccination (OCV) (of two 

rounds) campaign in Kapise refugee camp and the surrounding hosting community between 28 March and 23 

April. During the first round, 9,461 (female 5,240 and male 4,221), people were vaccinated and 6,214 (female 

3470 and male 2744), people were vaccinated during the second round of the campaign. Both curative and 

preventive health service are provided by MSF-B and District Health Office in the camp. Routine immunization 

and nutritional screening for children under five years are being provided once a week while OPD services, HIV 

testing and counselling are being offered on a daily basis. 

 

Protection 
 

 

UNICEF’s child protection team continues to provide support to the Government in responding to the effects 

of drought in 10 districts; the refugee situation in Mwanza and Neno and, to the effects of flooding in Karonga. 

 

Regarding the refugee situation, protection services have been strengthened at Luwani camp, including the 

deployment of child protection officers to the camp. An office for social welfare has been established and 

opened in the camp and a Children’s Corner with currently 28 children (10 girls and 18 boys) attending regularly 

has started operating in the camp. In addition, the police formation near the camp has been equipped to  
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provide security and protection from gender based violence. In the Kapise camp, UNICEF continues to facilitate 

psychosocial activities at the children’s corner and community based child care centres, which have 

membership of over 300 and 500 children respectively. The social welfare teams are also reaching out to 

refugees with psychosocial first aid. To date, about 400 (320 children 10-17 and 80 adults) have been reached 

with group counselling and therapy in Mwanza and Neno refugee camps. 

 

In the food insecure districts of Nsanje, Chikwawa, Phalombe, Neno, Mwanza, Karonga, Blantyre and Chitipa, 

280 psychosocial first aid providers have been trained. These community workers are reaching out to people 

traumatized by the food insecurity crisis with psychosocial support. 

 

Protection services throughout the most food insecure districts have been enhanced through 

trainings/orientations, and a revamping of outreach services. The protection service points that have received 

support include the following: 

 

Protection Service Point Total Service Points 

Available 

Community Victim Support Units 52 

Community Child Protection Workers 130 

District Social Welfare Officers 12 

Community PSS Providers 280 

PSS in CBCCs 20 

PSS in children's corners 50 

One Stop Centres 3 

 

Protection messages continue to be disseminated through various protection activities in the 12 districts. 

These have reached close to 200,000 people since October 2015 as follows: 

 

People Reached With Protection 

Messages 

Target Sessions #Per 

Session 

 Total 

Reached  

Revamping Community Policing 

Forums 

Community members at 

village level 

113 150 16,950 

Revamping Community Victim 

Support Units 

Community members at 

village level 

10 500 5,000 

Schools outreach by Malawi Police School children 98 800 78,400 

Community outreach by Malawi 

Police 

Community members at 

village level 

65 1200 78,000 

Community Radios Community members 8 1000 8,000 

TOTAL 186,350 

 

Funding 

 
 

UNICEF Malawi humanitarian funding requirement as reflected in the 2016 Humanitarian Action for Children 

(HAC) stands at US$ 13,035,000. Against the HAC requirement, UNICEF has received US$ 1.771 million (14 per 

cent funded). In addition, funds amounting to US $2,998,898 have been received in regular OR Grants to 

support the humanitarian response.   
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Funding Requirements for a period of 12 months 

Appeal Sector 
2016 requirements 

(US$) 

Funds received 

against 2016 HAC 
Funding Gap 

Nutrition 7,130,000  1,771,585 5,358,415 75% 

Health 1,500,000  0 1,500,000 100% 

WASH 1,200,000 0 1,200,000 100% 

Child Protection 600,000 0 600,000 100% 

Education 1,875,000 0 1,875,000 100% 

HIV and AIDS 200,000 0 200,000 100% 

Cluster/Sector Coordination 530,000 0 530,000 100% 

Unallocated balance 0 0     

Total 13,035,000 1,771,585 11,263,415 86% 

*Additional funds for Humanitarian Response (USD 2,998,898) received in regular OR Grants. 

 

Next SitRep: 3 June 2016 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mahimbo Mdoe 

Representative, Malawi 

Telephone: 265 999 964 130 

Facsimile: 265 1 773 162 

Email:mmdoe@unicef.org  

 

 

Roisin De Burca 

Deputy Representative, Malawi 

Telephone: 265 992 961 100 

Facsimile: 265 1 773 162 

E-mail: rdeburca@unicef.org 

 

Angela Travis  

Communications Officer, Malawi 

Tel: +265 1 771 632 

Fax: +: 265 1 773 162 

Email: atravis@unicef.org 

 

 

 
Who to contact for 

further information: 
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Annex A 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 

 

                                                        
2 Results achieved in January 2016 revised after verification of the numbers provided by partners (Cluster results from 21,228 to 12,778 and UNICEF results from 

17,628 to 9,178) 
3 Results achieved in January 2016 revised after verification of the numbers provided by partners (Revised 9,459 to 1650 for both UNICEF and cluster 
4 Results achieved in January 2016 revised after verification of the numbers provided by partners (Revised from 142,130 to 95,574 for both UNICEF and cluster) 
5 Supported through drought response in four districts of Dedza, Mangochi, Salima and Chikwawa; Karonga & Mangochi flood response and refugee emergency 

response in Kapise in Mwanza, Luwani in Neno. Note that the achievement for UNICEF has surpassed its target due to the additional support to drought response in 

Chikwawa district and the refugee emergency response which were not originally planned for and entirely funded by UNICEF 
6 

Supported through drought response in Dedza, Mangochi, Salima and Chikwawa and refugee emergency response in Kapise in Mwanza 
7Data compilation from child health days conducted in March still under way update to be provided in the next report. 
8No results achieved by UNICEF to date in this area. Other partners are currently contributing to the result. 
9 No results achieved by UNICEF to date in this area. Other partners are currently contributing to the result. 

  Cluster Response  UNICEF and IPs  

 
Overall 

needs 

2016 

Target 

 

Total 

Results 

Change 

since last 

report  
▲▼ 

 2016 

Target  

Total 

Results 

Change 

since last 

report  
▲▼ 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE        

Internally displaced persons and host 

community members provided with safe water 

as per agreed standards2 

 65,000 51,856 ▲  25,000 50,000 42,256 ▲21,500 

People provided with access to 

sanitation/temporary latrines3 
 125,000 23,940 ▲7,968 100,000 21,290  ▲7,968 

People benefitted from hygiene promotion 

campaigns4 
 500,000 341,284 ▲58,720 400,000 316,004 ▲58,720 

EDUCATION        

Children received school supplies, psychosocial 

support, care and stand-by teaching from 200 

volunteer teachers 

199,328 110,800 100,939 ▲86 50,000 100,9395 ▲86 

Girls and boys that are in and out of school 

accessed livelihood skills, literacy and social 

services 

11,000 11,000 3,034 
No 

change 
5,000 3,0346 

No 

change 

HEALTH        

Children aged 6 to 59 months immunized 

against measles  
   

 
453,500        71,855 ▲34,499 

Children provided with access to life-saving 

curative interventions 
   

 
96,330        15,765 ▲6,810 

NUTRITION*        

Children 6-59 months with SAM enrolled in 

OTP and NRU programmes 
 34,000 

 

17,785 

 

▲6,801 34,000 

 

17,785 

 

▲6,801 

Children aged 6 to 59 months provided with 

micronutrient supplementation7 
   

 453,500  

 

0  

CHILD PROTECTION        

Child protection cases recorded and referred to 

appropriate services 
 250 250 ▲1728 1274 1728 ▲1274 

Vulnerable women and children reached with 

protection messages to expand knowledge on 

protection services and service points 

 10,000 10,000 200,000 186,350 200,000 
▲ 

186,350 

HIV and AIDS        

Emergency-affected women retained on HIV 

treatment 8 
   

 
10,000 0  

emergency-affected adolescents provided with 

HIV-related information and access to services9 
   

 
100,000 0  


