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Colombia
Confinements

Forced confinements are situations of isolation and severely reduced mobility of 
communities that affect access to livelihoods, basic services, and goods. In Colombia, 
confinements recur and systematically affect the same municipalities over the years. The 
most affected departments are Antioquia, Chocó, Nariño, Norte de Santander, and Valle del 
Cauca. Confinements have considerably increased since 2017 as non-state armed groups 
seek control of rural areas. Confinement especially affects Afro-descendant and indigenous 
communities because they live in strategically important areas for armed groups.

In 2022, confinements are likely to continue and increase because of the presence of non-
state armed groups in rural areas and current disputes over territorial control. The most 
affected areas will likely be those along the Pacific Coast and specific departments such 
as Antioquia. Confinements will likely affect an increasing number of communities in other 
departments as well, including regions that have not registered confinements in recent years. 
Indigenous and Afro-Colombian communities will likely remain the most affected population 
groups.

Key messages:

• Confinement is often a result of fighting near communities and the presence of anti-
personnel mines (APMs). It is often imposed by armed groups or self-imposed by 
communities out of fear of getting caught in crossfire.

• During confinement, communities often have limited or no access to food, healthcare, 
and education, and their livelihoods and cultural practices are interrupted. Communities’ 
access to protection services is disrupted, and they are often at risk of forced recruitment 
and gender-based violence (GBV).

• Many cases of confinement are likely not registered because of significant underreporting, 
reducing the visibility of the issue and access to humanitarian assistance for affected 
people.

Total number of people confined between 2016–2021

Source: OCHA (accessed 07/01/2022). Note that improvement in data availability may have also 
contributed to increasing figures.

Methodology: this report is based on a review of secondary sources, such as UN and NGO 
reports, constitutional court rulings, OCHA Monitor data, and media articles. Interviews with 
key informants provided additional information.

About this report: this document analyses forced confinement in Colombia, identifying the 
types of confinement, trends in various departments, and the most affected populations. It 
also shows the impact of confinements on communities, including the sociocultural impact.

https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
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INTRODUCTION

In Colombia, confinement has been a form of violence in the context of the armed conflict. 
Confinements are conflict-induced situations of (sometimes voluntary) isolation of 
communities (CODHES 09/2008), resulting in limited access to basic services and goods such 
as food, education, healthcare, water, and sanitation. By forcing communities and individuals 
to remain in a specific area, confinements impede livelihood activities, free movement, the 
social use of spaces, and cultural practices (OCHA 27/04/2015; Centro Nacional de Memoria 
Histórica 2013; Ibarra 2016). Confinements are caused by intimidation, violence, and threats 
(Universidad Externado de Colombia 25/06/2020).

Despite the signing of the Peace Agreement between the Revolutionary Armed Forces 
of Colombia (FARC-EP) and the Colombian Government in 2016, confinements have 
considerably increased because of the presence and expansion of non-state armed groups. 
These groups have established themselves in rural areas and use confinement as a form 
of control. Armed groups include non-signatories of the Peace Agreement, FARC dissident 
groups, the National Liberation Army (ELN), and Gaitanist Self-Defence Forces of Colombia 
(AGC) (TNH 25/11/2021; ICG 30/11/2021; OCHA 30/12/2021; Caracol Radio 15/12/2021).

DEFINITIONS OF CONFINEMENT

International law: there is no established definition, concept, or protocol on ‘forced 
confinement’ in international law, and it is not studied much in humanitarian crises (TNH 
25/11/2021; CODHES 09/2008). The lack of conceptual clarity makes it difficult to identify the 
cases in which confinement may occur. For example, the case of Rohingya and Kaman Muslims 
in Myanmar currently facing prolonged restrictions on their mobility could be described as 
forced confinement (HRW 08/10/2020). Mobility restrictions and limited access to services 
for civilians resulting from the conflict in Donbas, Ukraine, could also be considered a form 
of forced confinement (FUPAD 27/06/2019). In certain areas in Gaza, Palestinians suffer from 
movement and access restrictions enforced by the Israel Defense Forces (FUPAD 27/06/2019; 
OHCHR 14/10/2015).

Forced confinement directly violates Article No. 12 of the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights, which states that all legal residents have the right to move freely through a 
state’s territory (ICCPR 16/12/1966). It violates Articles No. 53, 54, 55, and 56 of the Additional 
Protocol to the Geneva Conventions, which specify that communities must be guaranteed 
access to foodstuff, medicine, and humanitarian aid (CICR 08/06/1977 and 10/2007). Lastly, 
it violates people’s freedom of movement as stipulated in Article No. 13 of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights (UNGA 10/12/1948).

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Introduction .................................................................................................................................... 2

Definitions of confinement ........................................................................................................... 2

Types of forced confinement ....................................................................................................... 3

Invisible confinement .................................................................................................................... 5

Impact of confinement .................................................................................................................5

Affected population ......................................................................................................................7

Humanitarian access and response ............................................................................................ 8

Regional trends .............................................................................................................................. 8

Chocó ...........................................................................................................................................10

Nariño ........................................................................................................................................... 11

Antioquia ...................................................................................................................................... 12

Norte de Santander ..................................................................................................................... 13

Valle del Cauca ............................................................................................................................ 14

Other departments ...................................................................................................................... 14

Aggravating factors ..................................................................................................................... 14

Information gaps .........................................................................................................................14

http://www.codhes.org/~codhes/images/biblioteca/DocCODHES12-Confinamiento.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/150427_confinamiento_nota_conceptual.pdf
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https://dudh.es/13/
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Colombian law: in Colombia, Resolution No. 0171 of 2016 defines confinement as “a situation 
of violation of fundamental rights, in which communities, despite remaining in a part of their 
territory, lose mobility as a result of the presence and actions of illegal armed groups. This 
restriction implies the impossibility of accessing goods indispensable for survival derived 
from the military, economic, political, cultural, and social control exercised by illegal armed 
groups in the framework of the internal armed conflict” (Victims’ Unit 29/02/2016).

The Constitutional Court of Colombia prohibits practices that “imply a coercion to the 
displacement of people, or their confinement in places from which they cannot leave freely” 
(CCC 22/01/2004). Within Colombian law, displacement and confinement are closely related 
since conflict and violence can lead to displacement in some cases and confinement in 
others. Both situations may occur simultaneously, consecutively, or alternately (CODHES 
09/2008).

OCHA: forced confinement is understood as the limitation of the mobility of the population 
and their access to at least three basic services or goods (such as food, education, health, 
water and sanitation, and livelihoods) for at least one week (OCHA 27/04/2015). Restrictions 
that last for less than one week are considered a restriction on mobility. 

OCHA’s definition of forced confinement is more detailed than the one used by the Colombian 
Government because it specifies the confinement duration, but it does not limit it as an 
action only imposed by non-state armed groups. The Colombian law notes that only “illegal 
armed groups” impose confinements.

For the purposes of this document, ACAPS uses OCHA’s definition.

TYPES OF FORCED CONFINEMENT

ACAPS identified these categories from a review of secondary sources, analysis of media, 
and interviews with key informants. There might be more types than listed, and several types 
might simultaneously occur in one community. This typology includes confinements directly 
imposed by external actors or the community itself or indirectly generated by the conflict 
situation.

1. Imposed by armed groups: confinement is imposed by armed groups to establish 
control over a geographic area and its population (Ombudsman’s Office 07/2018). They 
exercise control through intimidation and threats to the population, for instance by 
pressuring people not to report violence to authorities and institutions such as the 
Ombudsman’s Office (ICG 30/11/2021). Armed groups impose confinements both in areas 
where they are the only non-state armed group present and in disputed areas. Armed 
groups sometimes impose so-called ‘armed strikes’ to demonstrate their territorial 
power, forcing people to cease their commercial activities and establishing control over 
roads, rivers, and strategic zones (El Espectador 14/02/2020). ‘Armed strikes’ can lead to 
confinement since they restrict the mobility of communities and prevent the entry of 
basic goods (CODHES 09/2008). In 2021, armed groups imposed 36% of confinements 
(OCHA accessed 24/01/2022; El Espectador 03/02/2021; Caracol Radio 15/12/2021). 
Armed groups impose confinements through a series of movement restrictions in the 
form of curfews (for example after 6 p.m.), on movement in or access to certain areas, or 
on trade (by charging exactions to communities in exchange for the access of traders) 
(Pacifista 15/07/2021 a and 15/07/2021 b; OCHA 15/04/2021).

2. The use of APMs, unexploded ordnance, and improvised explosive devices: armed 
groups use explosive devices for territorial control, especially to limit access to illicit 
crops (TNH 25/11/2021; Banco de Datos 23/09/2021). The presence of mines restricts mobility 
and can contribute to and cause confinement as it affects access to community roads 
and cultivation areas often in close proximity to towns and communities (Ombudsman’s 
Office 07/2018). It disrupts all activities by inducing fear of getting injured or killed by the 
mines, affecting livelihoods and education (KII 24/01/2022). In 2021, 20% of reported 
confinements were associated with APM and unexploded ordnance contamination 
(OCHA accessed 24/01/2022).

3. Armed clashes: clashes between non-state armed groups and with government forces 
can cause confinements. Being told about or noticing fighting and clashes between 
armed groups (through the sound of crossfire) forces them to confine (KII 24/01/2022). 
Clashes between organised armed groups caused 83% of confinements in 2020 (OCHA 
26/01/2021) and 41% in 2021 (OCHA accessed 24/01/2022).

https://www.unidadvictimas.gov.co/es/resolucion-00171-del-24-de-febrero-de-2016/59125
https://www.corteconstitucional.gov.co/relatoria/2004/T-025-04.htm
http://www.codhes.org/~codhes/images/biblioteca/DocCODHES12-Confinamiento.pdf
http://www.codhes.org/~codhes/images/biblioteca/DocCODHES12-Confinamiento.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/150427_confinamiento_nota_conceptual.pdf
http://www.indepaz.org.co/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Lineamientos-de-la-Estrategia-de-Prevención-y-Protección-DELEGADA-DESPLAZADOS-22-Agosto-2018.pdf
https://www.crisisgroup.org/latin-america-caribbean/andes/colombia/092-fight-other-means-keeping-peace-colombias-farc
https://www.crisisgroup.org/latin-america-caribbean/andes/colombia/092-fight-other-means-keeping-peace-colombias-farc
https://www.crisisgroup.org/latin-america-caribbean/andes/colombia/092-fight-other-means-keeping-peace-colombias-farc
https://www.crisisgroup.org/latin-america-caribbean/andes/colombia/092-fight-other-means-keeping-peace-colombias-farc
https://www.crisisgroup.org/latin-america-caribbean/andes/colombia/092-fight-other-means-keeping-peace-colombias-farc
https://www.elespectador.com/colombia/mas-regiones/paro-armado-que-es-y-que-implicaciones-tiene-article-904655/
http://www.codhes.org/~codhes/images/biblioteca/DocCODHES12-Confinamiento.pdf
https://www.crisisgroup.org/latin-america-caribbean/andes/colombia/092-fight-other-means-keeping-peace-colombias-farc
https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
https://www.elespectador.com/colombia-20/conflicto/buenaventura-entre-el-confinamiento-y-el-reclutamiento-forzado-article/
https://caracol.com.co/emisora/2021/12/15/popayan/1639569132_793286.html
https://www.crisisgroup.org/latin-america-caribbean/andes/colombia/092-fight-other-means-keeping-peace-colombias-farc
https://pacifista.tv/notas/los-indigenas-awa-viven-secuestrados-en-su-territorio/
https://pacifista.tv/notas/a-comprarles-a-los-indigenas-de-puerto-guadualito-la-pandemia-y-los-grupos-armados-los-tienen-acorralados/
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/15042021_alerta_de_situacion_por_confinamiento_en_dabeiba_y_frontino_antioquia_vf.pdf
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-feature/2021/11/25/five-years-after-peace-Colombian-communities-confinement
https://www.nocheyniebla.org/?p=1744
http://www.indepaz.org.co/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Lineamientos-de-la-Estrategia-de-Prevención-y-Protección-DELEGADA-DESPLAZADOS-22-Agosto-2018.pdf
http://www.indepaz.org.co/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Lineamientos-de-la-Estrategia-de-Prevención-y-Protección-DELEGADA-DESPLAZADOS-22-Agosto-2018.pdf
https://www.crisisgroup.org/latin-america-caribbean/andes/colombia/092-fight-other-means-keeping-peace-colombias-farc
https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
https://reliefweb.int/report/colombia/colombia-impacto-humanitario-y-tendencias-de-2020-15-de-enero-de-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/colombia/colombia-impacto-humanitario-y-tendencias-de-2020-15-de-enero-de-2020
https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
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4. Community decision: communities can decide to enter confinement to protect 
themselves or a member of the community (ACAPS 22/12/2021; Infobae 20/11/2021). This 
protection strategy is also called self-confinement (CODHES 09/2008; Béndiksen Gutiérrez 
2018). It often occurs after a community member is killed by an armed group, which 
increases fear among the population and leads them to choose to confine themselves, 
or it can be caused by the presence of armed groups near communities (OCHA accessed 
24/01/2022; KII 24/01/2022; KII 25/01/2022; KII 13/12/2021; KII 02/12/2021). In 2021, only 3% of 
confinements were self-confinements (OCHA accessed 24/01/2022).

Types of forced confinement 2016-2021

Source: ACAPS based on OCHA (accessed 24/01/2022). Note that improvement in data availability 
may have also contributed to increasing figures.

Additional concepts

Mobility restrictions: OCHA classifies an event as a mobility restriction if its duration is 
less than one week or affects less than three basic goods and services (OCHA 27/04/2015). 
The main difference between confinement and mobility restriction is their intensity and 
temporality (FUPAD 27/06/2019).

Protests and demonstrations can be considered restrictions on mobility (for example, 
when protests lead to road blockades). Following OCHA’s definition, if these restrictions last 
more than a week and affect access to three or more basic services or goods, they could 
be considered confinement. In May 2021, the so-called ‘National Strike’ – a national protest 
wave – lasted more than a month, with incoming and outgoing transport interrupted in cities 
such as Cali. The protests caused supply shortages and mobility restrictions (ICG 02/07/2021; 
El Tiempo 12/06/2021; SWI 12/05/2021; France 24 05/05/2022). Restrictions on humanitarian 
access increased by 267%, cancelling some humanitarian missions (OCHA 24/06/2021; El 
Espectador 25/06/2021).

Resistance consists of a mechanism of communities that resist forced displacement, even 
upon receiving intimidation or threats by armed groups. It is considered independent of but 
can sometimes lead to confinement (CODHES 09/2008). Resistance is especially important 
for indigenous communities, who prefer to remain in their territories because of a strong 
connection to their places of origin and often a lack of means to relocate (KII 24/01/2022). 
Resistance tends to be non-violent and supported by indigenous institutions such as the 
indigenous guard (Guardia Indígena), which is formed by community members and aims 
to offer security without the use of violence (El Espectador 06/11/2020). For example, the 
indigenous communities in Urabá, Antioquia, and Bojayá, Chocó, confined themselves and 
remained in their territories in 2021 to resist displacement despite the presence of and 
intimidation by non-state armed groups (Caracol Radio 03/03/2021; El Colombiano 02/03/2021).

https://www.acaps.org/sites/acaps/files/products/files/2021121_1.pdf
https://www.infobae.com/america/colombia/2021/11/20/onic-advierte-que-el-tercer-trimestre-del-2021-ha-sido-el-mas-violento-para-los-pueblos-indigenas-de-colombia/
http://www.codhes.org/~codhes/images/biblioteca/DocCODHES12-Confinamiento.pdf
https://repositorio.uniandes.edu.co/bitstream/handle/1992/34641/u808206.pdf?sequence=1
https://repositorio.uniandes.edu.co/bitstream/handle/1992/34641/u808206.pdf?sequence=1
https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/colombia/document/nota-conceptual-acceso-humanitario-limitaciones-de-movilidad-y
https://www.fupad.org/estudio-piloto-sobre-confinamiento/
https://www.crisisgroup.org/es/latin-america-caribbean/andes/colombia/090-pandemic-strikes-responding-colombias-mass-protests
https://www.eltiempo.com/colombia/cali/cali-en-siloe-cambiaran-los-bloqueos-por-los-dialogos-595505
https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/colombia-protestas--crónica-_siloé--el-barrio--en-resistencia--más-violento-durante-protestas-en-colombia/46613812
https://www.france24.com/es/américa-latina/20210505-cali-protestas-siloe-paro-colombia-violencia-policial
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/infografia_impacto_y_tendencias_humanitarias_entre_enero_mayo_2021_vf_2.pdf
https://www.elespectador.com/colombia/aumentaron-el-101-las-victimas-de-desplazamiento-en-2021-frente-a-2020-onu/
https://www.elespectador.com/colombia/aumentaron-el-101-las-victimas-de-desplazamiento-en-2021-frente-a-2020-onu/
http://www.codhes.org/~codhes/images/biblioteca/DocCODHES12-Confinamiento.pdf
https://www.elespectador.com/colombia-20/paz-y-memoria/con-bastones-y-palabras-asi-es-la-resistencia-de-la-guardia-indigena-article/
https://caracol.com.co/emisora/2021/03/03/medellin/1614811311_772341.html
https://www.elcolombiano.com/colombia/paz-y-derechos-humanos/indigenas-en-bojaya-estan-confinados-por-el-eln-y-el-clan-del-golfo-DH14753808
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INVISIBLE CONFINEMENT

Data collection on confinements

Existing data on confinement is collected by international and national organisations, 
such as OCHA, the Victims’ Unit (a governmental institution), the Ombudsman’s Office 
(an independent state institution), and NGOs such as the Centre for Research and Popular 
Education. Some of the data on confinements is collected through reports by affected 
communities, social leaders, local mayors, and humanitarian organisations.

Underreporting

While some data on confinements exists, the significant underreporting of cases and people 
affected reduces the visibility of the issue and creates a barrier to access to humanitarian 
assistance. 

Main reasons for the underreporting of confinements

Differences in definitions: differences in the definitions assigned by organisations regarding 
confinements affect reported numbers. For example, unlike OCHA’s, the definition set by 
Colombian law does not consider temporality and restrictions to the access of basic goods 
and services and explicitly connects restrictions to non-state armed groups.

OCHA’s numbers are often higher than those of governmental institutions such as the 
Victims’ Unit. One reason could be the subsequent displacement of confined people, which 
governmental institutions might register as IDPs instead. It could also be a case of deliberate 
control over the figures for political reasons (KII 25/01/2022).

Threats: to prevent confined people from reporting a case to local authorities or humanitarian 
organisations, armed groups threaten and intimidate communities (OCHA 14/02/2022).

The lack of communication: significant barriers, including scarce or precarious 
communication signals and access to the internet in remote territories, prevent some 
communities from reporting their confinement to local authorities. Armed groups also 
sometimes restrict the use of cell phones (KII 24/01/2022; OCHA 14/02/2022). 

Normalisation: many communities frequently affected by confinements tend to not report 
these events because movement restrictions and curfews have become the norm. Other 
times, confined people do not consider that they live in conditions of confinement because 
of their unfamiliarity with the term (KII 24/01/2022; KII 25/01/2022). 

Unregistered cases: in places affected by conflict, some people may be displaced while 
armed groups confine the remaining families, with these confinements not being registered 
(OCHA 01/09/2021). Government institutions also do not always have up-to-date data. Reasons 
include barriers to collecting information, the lack of conceptual clarity about confinements, 
and the little follow-up and importance given to the issue (KII 25/01/2022).

Other uses of ‘confinement’: the term has been recurrently used during the COVID-19 
pandemic, overshadowing confinements that result from armed conflict and making 
information more difficult to access. 

IMPACT OF CONFINEMENT

Food security

Confinements often occur in the context of pre-existing food insecurity. At the national level, 
26% of people in need of food and nutrition assistance belong to the departments most 
affected by confinement (Antioquia, Chocó, Nariño, and Valle del Cauca) (IMMAP 28/12/2021 
accessed 24/01/2021).

Armed groups restricting community access (such as to crops and food through checkpoints) 
and activities (such as fishing and hunting) worsen food insecurity by making it difficult for 
community members to feed themselves (Ombudsman’s Office 04/10/2021; OCHA 09/11/2021, 
07/2021, 08/09/2021, and 27/03/2020). Some rely on food stocks they have at home, which is 
sometimes not enough for all family members and does not provide adequate nutrients for 
children and adolescents (El Espectador 21/08/2021; El Tiempo 26/03/2016), who consequently 
risk becoming malnourished (OCHA 30/11/2021; Pacifista 03/04/2021).

One coping mechanism is the reduction in the number of meals, especially for adults who 
skip meals to feed their children (TNH 25/11/2021; OCHA 04/11/2021).

Protection

Confinements and mobility restrictions imposed by armed groups increase the protection 
needs of affected communities. Some of the main needs include protection from the 
forced recruitment of minors and GBV and the protection of social leaders and FARC-EP ex-
combatants (OCHA 01/09/2021, 07/2021, 08/09/2021, 18/11/2021, and 27/03/2020).

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/20220120_infografia_impacto_y_tendencias_humanitaria_diciembre_2021vfff_at.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/20220120_infografia_impacto_y_tendencias_humanitaria_diciembre_2021vfff_at.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/briefing_humanitario_antioquia_enero-junio_2021_vf.pdf
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/people-in-need-pin-del-cluster-de-seguridad-alimentaria-y-nutricion-san-sp-food-en-colombia-2022?
https://www.defensoria.gov.co/es/nube/comunicados/10472/Defensoría-advierte-restricciones-a-la-movilidad-que-ponen-en-riesgo-a-más-de-500-indígenas-Arhuacos-Arhuacos.htm
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/09112021_alerta_por_confinamiento_comunidad_indigena_tascon_orpua_vf.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/briefing_humanitario_narino_enero-julio_2021_vf.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/08092021_briefing_humanitario_valle_del_cauca_ene-jun_2021_vf.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/290321_briefing_humanitario_choco_vf.pdf
https://www.elespectador.com/colombia/mas-regiones/silencio-y-confinamiento-en-las-comunidades-del-rio-bojaya/
https://www.eltiempo.com/archivo/documento/CMS-16547596
https://pacifista.tv/notas/quedate-en-casa-o-te-matan-el-otro-confinamiento-que-vive-el-sur-del-choco/
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-feature/2021/11/25/five-years-after-peace-Colombian-communities-confinement
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/41121_alerta_confinamiento_litoral_del_san_juan_vf.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/briefing_humanitario_antioquia_enero-junio_2021_vf.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/briefing_humanitario_narino_enero-julio_2021_vf.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/08092021_briefing_humanitario_valle_del_cauca_ene-jun_2021_vf.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/15112021_alerta_restricciones_movilidad_sjguaviare_y_pto_concordia_vf.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/290321_briefing_humanitario_choco_vf.pdf
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Many of the affected people were previously displaced by armed groups, meaning armed 
conflict has affected them twice. For example, armed groups displaced the Embera and 
Wounaan indigenous communities in Chocó and Valle del Cauca from their territories in 
Litoral del San Juan (Chocó) then confined them in Puerto Pizario (Valle del Cauca) (OCHA 
24/08/2021). Similar situations have occurred in Nariño in the municipalities of Olaya Herrera 
and El Charco (Nariño Government 29/03/2021; OCHA 14/04/2020) and Antioquia in Ituango and 
Dabeiba municipalities (OCHA 28/07/2021 and 29/11/2021).

Gender-based violence: there have been reports of women being sexually abused by armed 
groups during confinements (Béndiksen Gutiérrez 2018; CODHES 09/2008; El Espectador 04/09/2017), 
and the presence of armed groups increases fear of suffering GBV (MIRE 11/10/2021). There 
are significant information gaps regarding GBV in situations of confinement.

Forced recruitment: armed groups take advantage of mobility restrictions and their social 
and territorial control to recruit children and adolescents. The closure of schools in the 
context of confinement is a key factor contributing to the forced recruitment of children and 
adolescents (MIRE 01/12/2021 and 15/11/2021).

Anti-personnel mines: in communities affected by the presence of APMs or unexploded 
ordnance, mine risk education is critical to prevent casualties (OCHA 20/10/2021 and 
04/11/2021).

Health

Physical health

Confinements and mobility restrictions imposed by armed groups pose a barrier to 
accessing health services as they prevent people from leaving their homes. This situation 
makes emergencies (such as childbirth and physical accidents) and non-emergency health 
needs (such as diseases like acute respiratory infection, acute diarrhoeal disease, and skin 
disorders) even more difficult to address (OCHA 06/01/2021; TNH 25/11/2021; MIRE 31/03/2021).

The COVID-19 pandemic has also affected healthcare access in confined communities, as 
priority assistance has been given to the areas most affected by COVID-19 (OCHA 26/04/2021; 
TNH 25/11/2021). 

Mental health

The conditions of confinement impact the mental health of affected people. There have been 
reports of people, including minors, attempting to commit suicide as a result of the conflict, 
including while living in confinement or being affected by movement restrictions (Cerosetenta 
18/08/2021; El Espectador 31/07/2021; OCHA 15/12/2021). Confinement and violent actions of 

armed groups create conditions of living in fear, stress, anxiety, and sleeping difficulties, 
also among children (MIRE 01/12/2021; OCHA 25/04/2021, 15/12/2021, 01/09/2021, 24/08/2021, 
06/08/2021, and 07/2021; Cerosetenta 18/08/2021; AA 28/07/2021). Fear of GBV has been reported 
by women affected by confinement (MIRE 01/12/2021).

Some communities gather to talk about their feelings as a coping mechanism, especially as 
needs remain, given the lack of provision of psychological care (KII 25/01/2021).

Education

Confinements and mobility restrictions affect the access to education of children and 
adolescents. Many communities prefer to keep their children at home to prevent exposure to 
mines and forced recruitment (OCHA 04/11/2021; MIRE 01/12/2021). Some schools have also 
suspended their face-to-face activities because of mobility restrictions (MIRE 01/12/2021). 
This situation is compounded by cases in which teachers do not have the materials, 
methodologies, and internet access to continue doing classes online (MIRE 15/11/2021 and 
11/10/2021).

Among the resulting main needs is the strengthening of recreational activities and 
pedagogical processes for children and adolescents given the interruption in their academic 
training and other psychosocial impacts (OCHA 14/04/2021; MIRE 01/12/2021).

WASH

11.5% of the population in Colombia has WASH needs. 25% of these people are in the 
departments with the highest number of confinements in 2021 (Antioquia, Chocó, Nariño, 
and Valle del Cauca). People living in rural areas are the most in need. People with WASH 
needs in rural areas make up 52% of people in Chocó, 82% in Nariño, 84% in Antioquia, and 
72% in Valle del Cauca (WASH Cluster accessed 15/01/2022).

Confinement and mobility restrictions increase WASH needs as people cannot access 
sources of drinking water, especially communities living far from these sources (MIRE 
15/11/2021 and 01/12/2021; OCHA 20/10/2021 and 18/11/2021). This situation is aggravated 
when confined communities collect water from rivers and rainwater that are not treated for 
consumption (OCHA 04/11/2021; MIRE 01/12/2021). Confinement has also limited the purchase 
of critical hygiene products such as soap (MIRE 11/10/2021; OCHA 24/08/2021).

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/082021_alerta_por_desplazamiento_y_confinamiento_buenaventura_litoral_del_san_juan_chocovalle._vf.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/082021_alerta_por_desplazamiento_y_confinamiento_buenaventura_litoral_del_san_juan_chocovalle._vf.pdf
https://sitio.narino.gov.co/0525-2/
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/14042021_flash_update_no1_desplazamiento_confinamiento_el_charco_narino_vf.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/colombia/colombia-desplazamiento-masivo-y-confinamiento-en-ituango-flash-update-no-1-28072020
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/29112021_alerta_desplazamiento_en_dabeiba_antioquiavf.pdf
http://www.codhes.org/~codhes/images/biblioteca/DocCODHES12-Confinamiento.pdf
https://www.elespectador.com/colombia-20/paz-y-memoria/las-mujeres-de-chimborazo-luchan-por-su-tierra-article/
https://assessments.hpc.tools/assessment/evaluacion-rapida-de-necesidades-san-jose-del-guaviare-guaviare-mire
https://assessments.hpc.tools/assessment/evaluacion-rapida-de-necesidades-novita-choco-mire
https://reliefweb.int/report/colombia/colombia-evaluaci-n-r-pida-de-necesidades-medio-san-juan-choc-mire-26092021
file:///C:\\Users\\MohammedMartinez\\Downloads\\evaluacion_necesidades_medio_san_juan_choco_MIRE.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/20102021_alerta_confinamiento_turbo_antioquia_vf.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/41121_alerta_confinamiento_litoral_del_san_juan_vf.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/01052021_alerta_confinamiento_bojaya_vf.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/01052021_alerta_confinamiento_bojaya_vf.pdf%22HYPERLINK%20%22https:/www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-feature/2021/11/25/five-years-after-peace-Colombian-communities-confinement%22
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-feature/2021/11/25/five-years-after-peace-Colombian-communities-confinement
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/colombia/document/colombia-reporte-sectorial-salud-mire
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/hrp_colombia_2021_vf.pdf
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-feature/2021/11/25/five-years-after-peace-Colombian-communities-confinement
https://cerosetenta.uniandes.edu.co/los-suicidios-que-nadie-atiende/
https://cerosetenta.uniandes.edu.co/los-suicidios-que-nadie-atiende/
https://www.elespectador.com/colombia-20/conflicto/los-suicidios-de-jovenes-indigenas-en-choco-que-nadie-atiende/
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/15122021_alerta_desplazamiento_y_confinamiento_bajo_baudo_vf.pdf
https://assessments.hpc.tools/assessment/evaluacion-rapida-de-necesidades-novita-choco-mire
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/hno_colombia_2021_vf.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/15122021_alerta_desplazamiento_y_confinamiento_bajo_baudo_vf.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/briefing_humanitario_antioquia_enero-junio_2021_vf.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/082021_alerta_por_desplazamiento_y_confinamiento_buenaventura_litoral_del_san_juan_chocovalle._vf.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/080621_alerta_por_confinamiento_bajo_baudo_choco_vf_0.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/briefing_humanitario_narino_enero-julio_2021_vf.pdf
https://cerosetenta.uniandes.edu.co/los-suicidios-que-nadie-atiende/
https://www.aa.com.tr/es/mundo/los-indígenas-que-se-suicidan-en-colombia-para-evitar-ser-reclutados-por-grupos-armados/2317368
https://assessments.hpc.tools/assessment/evaluacion-rapida-de-necesidades-novita-choco-mire
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/41121_alerta_confinamiento_litoral_del_san_juan_vf.pdf
https://assessments.hpc.tools/assessment/evaluacion-rapida-de-necesidades-novita-choco-mire
https://assessments.hpc.tools/assessment/evaluacion-rapida-de-necesidades-novita-choco-mire
https://assessments.hpc.tools/assessment/evaluacion-rapida-de-necesidades-medio-san-juan-choco-mire
https://assessments.hpc.tools/assessment/evaluacion-rapida-de-necesidades-san-jose-del-guaviare-guaviare-mire
https://assessments.hpc.tools/assessment/evaluacion-rapida-de-necesidades-san-jose-del-guaviare-guaviare-mire
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/14042021_flash_update_no1_desplazamiento_confinamiento_el_charco_narino_vf.pdf
https://assessments.hpc.tools/assessment/evaluacion-rapida-de-necesidades-novita-choco-mire
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/colombia/water-sanitation-hygiene
https://assessments.hpc.tools/assessment/evaluacion-rapida-de-necesidades-medio-san-juan-choco-mire
https://assessments.hpc.tools/assessment/evaluacion-rapida-de-necesidades-medio-san-juan-choco-mire
https://assessments.hpc.tools/assessment/evaluacion-rapida-de-necesidades-novita-choco-mire
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/20102021_alerta_confinamiento_turbo_antioquia_vf.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/15112021_alerta_restricciones_movilidad_sjguaviare_y_pto_concordia_vf.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/41121_alerta_confinamiento_litoral_del_san_juan_vf.pdf
https://assessments.hpc.tools/assessment/evaluacion-rapida-de-necesidades-novita-choco-mire
https://assessments.hpc.tools/assessment/evaluacion-rapida-de-necesidades-san-jose-del-guaviare-guaviare-mire
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/082021_alerta_por_desplazamiento_y_confinamiento_buenaventura_litoral_del_san_juan_chocovalle._vf.pdf
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Shelter

Housing needs that arise from confinements and mobility restrictions caused by armed 
groups are related to the lack of access to shelter materials, overcrowding, and the exposure 
of houses to clashes between armed groups and with government forces. Common materials 
for homes are wood and zinc (MIRE 11/10/2021; El Espectador 21/08/2021). When these and 
other materials are scarce, families are unable to make improvements to or repair their 
houses, leading to the deterioration of their homes (KII 24/01/2022).

Confinements can lead to overcrowding. Some families gather in a single house or school to 
feel safer and protect themselves from threats and confrontations of armed groups (OCHA 
30/09/2021; El Nuevo Siglo 23/09/2019; KII 24/01/2021). The proximity of their houses to clashes 
can also be a risk (MIRE 11/10/2021; El Colombiano 21/07/2020; ONIC 02/09/2019).

Sociocultural impact on indigenous and Afro-Colombian communities

Confinement of indigenous and Afro-descendant communities can cause significant cultural 
damage as it restricts their cultural practices (CNMH 2013). It affects the collective work and 
cultural and social structures of indigenous and Afro-Colombian communities, impeding 
their rights to autonomy, identity, and territory, for example by restricting access to culturally 
significant sites (CCC 26/01/2009 a and 26/01/2009 b; AA 28/07/2021).

Risk of displacement

The presence of armed groups, military operations by government forces, and clashes 
between these groups put confined communities at risk of displacement (OCHA 18/06/2021), 
as communities that have been confined for some time by armed groups may decide to 
flee the conflict to protect their families (Ombudsman’s Office 26/08/2021; OCHA 26/01/2021 
and 23/03/2021). Some events that intensify the fear of communities include the increase of 
clashes and the murder of civilians (KII 24/01/2022).

The lack of access to food and health services can also lead confined communities to 
relocate to seek humanitarian assistance (OCHA 26/01/2021; KII 25/01/2022). In some cases, 
armed groups prevent people from displacing (KII 25/01/2022).

AFFECTED POPULATION

Indigenous communities

In 2021, 70% of the people affected by confinement (over 45,000 people) were indigenous 
(OCHA 28/01/2022). Indigenous communities often prefer to remain in their territories despite 
the threat to their lives, as they have a relationship of rootedness and connection with the 
land (KII 02/12/2021; KII 25/01/2022).

In March 2021, clashes between armed groups confined approximately 2,425 indigenous 
people in the municipality of Bojayá (El Colombiano 02/03/2021). That same month, members 
of the Embera Eyábida community in Murindó municipality, Antioquia, received threats from 
the ELN. Despite the risk, the community refused to leave their territory and remained in 
confinement (Caracol Radio 03/03/2021). Some indigenous communities, such as in Dabeiba 
and Frontino, Antioquia, have been repeatedly confined over long periods of time (KII 
24/01/2022; KII 25/01/2022; El Colombiano 30/09/2021; OCHA 15/04/2021).

Armed groups have prevented the Tawá communities confined in Chocó from fishing, planting, 
and hunting (Cerosetenta 18/08/2021). Some indigenous communities have continued relying 
on their subsistence crops to survive despite the threat to their lives (KII 02/12/2021). 

In 2004, the Kankuamo community denounced the restrictions on mobility and prohibition 
of entry of food imposed by public forces (CODHES 09/2008; CIDH 05/07/2004). Similarly, the 
indigenous communities Emberá Katío, Emberá Dóbida, Wounaan, and Tule, located near 
Panama (Acandí, Juradó, Ríosucio, and Unguía), denounced being confined by both regular 
and irregular armed groups (CINEP 09/10/2020).

Afro-Colombians, Raizales, and Palenqueros

In 2021, 17% (11,000 people) of the people confined were Afro-Colombian (OCHA 28/01/2022). 
The departments most affected by the confinements are those on the Pacific Coast, where 
confined Afro-Colombian communities have had their access to rivers, food, and livelihoods 
restricted (WOLA 31/01/2022; OCHA 30/11/2021). The municipality of Bojayá is the most affected 
by confinement throughout the country, with 15 confinement events since 2016. Bojayá is 
followed by Alto Baudó, with 14 forced confinements (OCHA accessed 11/01/2022). In these 
municipalities, the ethnic population is 50% Afro-descendant, followed by the indigenous 
population (DANE 25/11/2019).

https://assessments.hpc.tools/assessment/evaluacion-rapida-de-necesidades-san-jose-del-guaviare-guaviare-mire
https://www.elespectador.com/colombia/mas-regiones/silencio-y-confinamiento-en-las-comunidades-del-rio-bojaya/
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/29092021_alerta_desplazamiento_y_confinamiento_medio_san_juan_itsmina_choco_v1_rev_jb.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/29092021_alerta_desplazamiento_y_confinamiento_medio_san_juan_itsmina_choco_v1_rev_jb.pdf
https://www.elnuevosiglo.com.co/articulos/09-2019-indigenas-wounaan-en-el-choco-entre-el-hacinamiento-y-miedo
https://assessments.hpc.tools/assessment/evaluacion-rapida-de-necesidades-san-jose-del-guaviare-guaviare-mire
https://www.elcolombiano.com/colombia/indigenas-bajo-el-fuego-cruzado-y-los-grupos-armados-LF13344609
https://www.onic.org.co/comunicados-regionales/3403-comunidades-indigenas-de-antioquia-en-medio-del-fuego-cruzado
https://www.centrodememoriahistorica.gov.co/micrositios/informeGeneral/descargas.html
https://www.corteconstitucional.gov.co/T-025-04/AUTOS%202009/111.%20Auto%20del%2026-01-2009.%20Auto%20004.%20Indigenas.pdf
https://www.aa.com.tr/es/mundo/los-indígenas-que-se-suicidan-en-colombia-para-evitar-ser-reclutados-por-grupos-armados/2317368
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/18062021_flash_desplazamiento_masivo_embera_en_monteria_y_tierralta_cordoba_vf.pdf
https://www.defensoria.gov.co/es/nube/comunicados/10371/Más-de-4600-indígenas-permanecen-confinados-y-en-situación-de-riesgo-por-acciones-de-grupos-armados-en-Bajo-Baudó-Bajo-Baudó-Chocó-Ciprat.htm
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/260121_alerta_de_situacion_por_confinamiento_bagado_choco_vf_4.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/23032021_alerta_por_restricciones_en_el_charco_narino_vf_1.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/260121_alerta_de_situacion_por_confinamiento_bagado_choco_vf_4.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/260121_alerta_de_situacion_por_confinamiento_bagado_choco_vf_4.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/20220120_infografia_impacto_y_tendencias_humanitaria_diciembre_2021vfff_at.pdf
https://www.elcolombiano.com/colombia/paz-y-derechos-humanos/indigenas-en-bojaya-estan-confinados-por-el-eln-y-el-clan-del-golfo-DH14753808
https://caracol.com.co/emisora/2021/03/03/medellin/1614811311_772341.html
https://www.elcolombiano.com/antioquia/alerta-en-dabeiba-por-el-confinamiento-de-siete-resguardos-indigenas-HK15792036
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/colombia/document/alerta-por-confinamiento-en-los-municipios-de-dabeiba-y-frontino
https://cerosetenta.uniandes.edu.co/los-suicidios-que-nadie-atiende/
https://cerosetenta.uniandes.edu.co/los-suicidios-que-nadie-atiende/
https://cerosetenta.uniandes.edu.co/los-suicidios-que-nadie-atiende/
http://www.codhes.org/~codhes/images/biblioteca/DocCODHES12-Confinamiento.pdf
https://www.corteidh.or.cr/docs/medidas/Kankuamo_se_01.pdf
https://www.cinep.org.co/Home2/component/k2/837-comunicado-el-riesgo-de-defender-y-liderar.html
https://www.cinep.org.co/Home2/component/k2/837-comunicado-el-riesgo-de-defender-y-liderar.html
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/20220120_infografia_impacto_y_tendencias_humanitaria_diciembre_2021vfff_at.pdf
https://www.wola.org/2022/01/colombia-begins-2022-with-alarming-violence/
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/colombia/infographic/impacto-y-tendencias-humanitarias-entre-enero-y-octubre-de-2021-0
https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
https://www.camara.gov.co/sites/default/files/2020-03/Informe%20Resultados%20CNPV%202018%20Riosucio.pdf
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Women

According to data from the Victims’ Unit, over 30,000 women have been affected by 
confinement from 1985–2021, though data disaggregated by gender is often missing (UARIV 
accessed 05/01/2022). During confinements, some women experience sexual violence (Verdad 
Abierta 06/02/2019; El Espectador 04/07/2017; Béndiksen Gutiérrez 2018).

The mental health of women is also affected. For example, confined women in Bojayá, Chocó, 
have reported feeling depressed when they cannot provide food for their family and fearing 
sexual violence (MIRA 25/07/2021).

Children and adolescents

Confinements directly affected more than 1,300 children in 2021, although the number is 
likely higher because of missing disaggregated data and underreporting (OCHA 28/01/2022). 
Confinements prevent children from attending school, increasing non-attendance and 
dropouts. Children often also do not have access to activities to occupy their free time, which 
puts them at risk of forced recruitment (MIRA 25/07/2021; Béndiksen Gutiérrez 2018).

During confinement, the risk of child malnutrition increases, and diseases also increase 
because of the lack of access to medical centres (OCHA 30/11/2021; Béndiksen Gutiérrez 2018).

Adolescents in confinement are at high risk of forced recruitment, which affects their life 
projects and mental health. Approximately 22 young people from indigenous reservations 
committed suicide during confinement in 2021. Among the main causes were suffering from 
forced confinements, the risk of forced recruitment, and the violation of human rights by 
armed groups (Cerosetenta 18/08/2021; El Espectador 31/07/2021; AA 28/07/2021).

Farmers and merchants

Because of mobility restrictions, farmers and traders cannot transport or market their 
products. For example, in areas such as Alto Cachicamo, Puerto Cachicamo, and Nuevo 
Milenio, Guaviare, farmers and traders have had to request authorisation from armed groups 
to transport their products and reported fear of armed groups stealing their goods (OCHA 
30/12/2021 and 18/11/2021).

HUMANITARIAN ACCESS AND RESPONSE

Insecurity, the distances at which people are located, and the poor conditions of roads 
limit humanitarian access to confined communities. Clashes by armed groups also hinder 
humanitarian access as they necessitate adequate security conditions for responders (ELC 
23/03/2021 and 05/05/2021). ‘Armed strikes’ and the installation of APMs also result in mobility 
restrictions, making it difficult for organisations to assist confined people (MIRA 25/07/2021; 
OCHA 07/04/2021). 

Confinements usually affect rural areas, many of which are difficult to access (OCHA 
09/11/2021, 15/04/2021, and 25/10/2020), because of the interest of armed groups in territorial 
control, the lack of state presence, the presence of strategic routes for drug trafficking 
and irregular economies, and the control of coca crops (TNH 25/11/2021; Banco de Datos 
23/09/2021). Humanitarian access to confined communities located far from urban areas 
can be lengthy because of poor road conditions and the lack of communication roads (El 
Colombiano 02/03/2021; OCHA 30/11/2021). Some communities take several days to access 
(Victims’ Unit 29/03/2021).

In 2021, humanitarian organisations responded to 58% of confinements reported, with 
mobility restrictions imposed by armed groups posing one of the difficulties in accessing 
affected areas (OCHA 28/01/2022). Other impediments to assisting confined communities 
in a timely manner are the underreporting of confinement cases and threats from armed 
groups preventing people from leaving (Radio Nacional 25/08/2021; Victims’ Unit 29/03/2021; 
OCHA 08/09/2021).

https://verdadabierta.com/beatriz-garcia-silencio-da-mas-miedo/
https://verdadabierta.com/beatriz-garcia-silencio-da-mas-miedo/
https://www.elespectador.com/colombia-20/paz-y-memoria/las-mujeres-de-chimborazo-luchan-por-su-tierra-article/
https://repositorio.uniandes.edu.co/bitstream/handle/1992/34641/u808206.pdf?sequence=1
https://assessments.hpc.tools/assessment/7f88190b-7513-4198-bbb9-09a4fba7e972
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/20220120_infografia_impacto_y_tendencias_humanitaria_diciembre_2021vfff_at.pdf
https://assessments.hpc.tools/assessment/7f88190b-7513-4198-bbb9-09a4fba7e972
https://repositorio.uniandes.edu.co/bitstream/handle/1992/34641/u808206.pdf?sequence=1
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20211025_infografia_impacto_tendencia_humanitaria_octubre_21vff.pdf
https://repositorio.uniandes.edu.co/bitstream/handle/1992/34641/u808206.pdf?sequence=1
https://cerosetenta.uniandes.edu.co/los-suicidios-que-nadie-atiende/
https://www.elespectador.com/colombia-20/conflicto/los-suicidios-de-jovenes-indigenas-en-choco-que-nadie-atiende/
https://www.aa.com.tr/es/mundo/los-indígenas-que-se-suicidan-en-colombia-para-evitar-ser-reclutados-por-grupos-armados/2317368
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/colombia/infographic/impacto-y-tendencias-humanitarias-entre-enero-y-noviembre-de-2021
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/colombia/infographic/impacto-y-tendencias-humanitarias-entre-enero-y-noviembre-de-2021
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/15112021_alerta_restricciones_movilidad_sjguaviare_y_pto_concordia_vf.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/23032021_alerta_por_restricciones_en_el_charco_narino_vf_1.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/23032021_alerta_por_restricciones_en_el_charco_narino_vf_1.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/050521_alerta_por_confinamiento_en_nuqui_choco_vf.pdf
https://assessments.hpc.tools/assessment/7f88190b-7513-4198-bbb9-09a4fba7e972
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/emergencias_humanitarias_reportadas_elc_ene_mar_2021.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/es/operations/colombia/document/alerta-de-situación-humanitaria-confinamiento-confinamiento-de-la
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/es/operations/colombia/document/alerta-de-situación-humanitaria-confinamiento-confinamiento-de-la
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/15042021_alerta_de_situacion_por_confinamiento_en_dabeiba_y_frontino_antioquia_vf.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/25102020_flash_update_no.1_confinamiento_en_murindo_antioquia_vf.pdf
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-feature/2021/11/25/five-years-after-peace-Colombian-communities-confinement
https://www.nocheyniebla.org/?p=1744
https://www.nocheyniebla.org/?p=1744
https://www.elcolombiano.com/colombia/paz-y-derechos-humanos/indigenas-en-bojaya-estan-confinados-por-el-eln-y-el-clan-del-golfo-DH14753808
https://www.elcolombiano.com/colombia/paz-y-derechos-humanos/indigenas-en-bojaya-estan-confinados-por-el-eln-y-el-clan-del-golfo-DH14753808
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/20211025_infografia_impacto_tendencia_humanitaria_octubre_21vff.pdf
https://www.unidadvictimas.gov.co/es/prevencion-y-atencion-de-emergencias/ayuda-humanitaria-mitiga-confinamiento-de-casi-mil-indigenas-en
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/20220120_infografia_impacto_y_tendencias_humanitaria_diciembre_2021vfff_at.pdf
https://www.radionacional.co/noticias-colombia/confinamiento-de-comunidades-indigenas-en-bajo-baudo-choco
https://www.unidadvictimas.gov.co/es/prevencion-y-atencion-de-emergencias/ayuda-humanitaria-mitiga-confinamiento-de-casi-mil-indigenas-en
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/08092021_briefing_humanitario_valle_del_cauca_ene-jun_2021_vf.pdf
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REGIONAL TRENDS

Between 2016–2021, according to the OCHA definition, the overall number of people 
confined by armed conflict in Colombia increased by 593%. The number of confinement 
events increased by 427% (OCHA accessed 07/01/2022). 

In 2017, the total number of confined people decreased by 85% compared to 2016, following 
the signing of the Peace Agreement between the Government and the FARC-EP and the 
latter’s subsequent demobilisation (OCHA accessed 07/01/2022; ICG 30/11/2021; El Pais 
18/04/2018). Since 2018, the overall trend of confinements has been increasing.

In 2020, the number of people confined increased by 155% compared to 2019 (OCHA accessed 
07/01/2022). In 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic contributed to the expansion of armed groups’ 
territorial control as they imposed measures restricting the mobility of communities to 
contain the disease (Human Rights Watch 15/07/2020). Armed groups used violence and threats 
to force people to comply with the restrictions (BBC 22/05/2020; UN 14/07/2020 and 24/04/2020). 

The departments most affected by confinements between 2016–2021 were Antioquia, 
Chocó, Nariño, Norte de Santander, and Valle del Cauca. In 2021, about 98% of confinements 
were registered in Antioquia, Chocó, Nariño, and Valle del Cauca (OCHA accessed 07/01/2022).

Norte de Santander did not register any new confinements in 2021, after having reported a 
high number of affected people in 2020 when armed groups engaged in an ‘armed strike’. 

Departments with the highest number of people affected by confinement 
2016–2021

Source: OCHA (accessed 07/01/2022). Note that improvement in data availability may have also 
contributed to increasing figures.

https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
https://www.hrw.org/es/news/2020/07/15/colombia-brutales-medidas-de-grupos-armados-contra-covid-19
https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
https://www.crisisgroup.org/es/latin-america-caribbean/andes/colombia/092-fight-other-means-keeping-peace-colombias-farc
https://elpais.com/internacional/2018/04/17/colombia/1523997042_036762.html
https://elpais.com/internacional/2018/04/17/colombia/1523997042_036762.html
https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
https://www.hrw.org/es/news/2020/07/15/colombia-brutales-medidas-de-grupos-armados-contra-covid-19
https://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias-america-latina-52761318
https://news.un.org/es/story/2020/07/1477431
https://news.un.org/es/story/2020/04/1473382
https://e7c20b27-21c2-4f2b-9c38-a1a16422794e.usrfiles.com/ugd/e7c20b_e18d7238659e482999b72a74e9f3aa8a.pdf
https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/


10

CHOCÓ

Colombia: Areas most affected by confinements in Chocó between 2016-2021

Source: OCHA (accessed 07/01/2022).

Trend

In Chocó, the number of people affected by confinements because of the conflict in Colombia 
increased by about 400% between 2016–2021 (OCHA accessed 07/01/2022). Chocó was the 
only department in Colombia that reported confinement in 2016. Except in 2017, the increase 
in confinements was constant between 2016–2021, overall affecting over 117,000 people.

Conflict dynamics

Two dynamics characterise Chocó. The first involves territorial disputes over the control of 
strategic corridors that connect to the Pacific Ocean, which facilitates the transit of drugs 
abroad (Ombudsman’s Office 09/16/2021). There are clashes between armed groups, such as 
the AGC and the ELN, in the centre of the department (InSight Crime 24/10/2021 and 27/10/2020; 
Indepaz 13/09/2021). The second involves the consolidation of territorial control by the 
AGC and the ELN. The ELN maintains control over most municipalities in the south of the 
department, while the AGC consolidates territorial control in the north (ACAPS 22/12/2021; 
Ombudsman’s Office 06/03/2020 and 14/05/2020).

Most affected municipalities in 2021

In 2021, this department contained 72% of people confined nationwide. The most affected 
municipalities were:

MUNICIPALITY # OF PEOPLE AFFECTED

Bajo Baudó 9,402

Litoral del San Juan 7,005

Bojayá 5,833

Alto Baudó 5,743

Medio San Juan 5,121

Bagadó 5,084

Nóvita 4,500

Nuquí 2,372

Istmina 1,530

Acandí 313

Quibdó 149

Total 47,052

Source: OCHA (accessed 07/01/2022).

Drivers of confinement

Among the causes of confinement between 2016–2021 were clashes between armed 
groups, threats to communities, and the installation of APMs (OCHA accessed 07/01/2022; 
OCHA 28/07/2021; Victims’ Unit 17/11/2021; UNHCR 13/09/2021).

https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
https://www.defensoria.gov.co/es/nube/comunicados/10441/Emergencia-humanitaria-en-Chocó-requiere-intervención-urgente-Chocó-emergencia-humanitaria.htm
https://insightcrime.org/colombia-organized-crime-news/urabenos-profile/
https://insightcrime.org/colombia-organized-crime-news/eln-profile/
http://www.indepaz.org.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/INFORME-DE-GRUPOS-2021.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2021121.pdf
https://alertasstg.blob.core.windows.net/alertas/009-20.pdf
https://alertasstg.blob.core.windows.net/alertas/021-20.pdf
https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/informe_de_emergencias_humanitarias_reportadas_elc_enero_junio_2021.pdf
https://www.unidadvictimas.gov.co/es/prevencion-y-atencion-de-emergencias/unidad-para-las-victimas-entrego-52-kits-de-ayuda-humanitaria-0
https://reliefweb.int/report/colombia/confinamientos-en-colombia-enero-julio-2021
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NARIÑO

Colombia: Areas most affected by confinements in Nariño between 2016-2021

Source: OCHA (accessed 07/01/2022).

Trend

Between 2018–2021, confinements in Nariño increased by about 470% as a result of disputes 
over territorial control (OCHA 03/05/2021, 15/12/2019, and 12/2018). Between 2016–2017, 
there were no reports of confinements as a result of the signing of the Peace Agreement 
in 2016 and the demobilisation of the FARC-EP in mid-2017, which reduced the overall level 
of violence (Instituto CAPAZ 11/2018; FIP 10/04/2018). At the end of 2017, the level of violence 
increased because of the consolidation and presence of dissident groups in areas previously 
controlled by the FARC-EP (Instituto CAPAZ 11/2018; FIP 10/04/2018; Indepaz 04/04/2020).

Conflict dynamics

The main conflict dynamic in the department involves the Pacific Coast. There are territorial 
disputes between a FARC dissident group known as the Western Coordination Command and 
the AGC (Pares 19/08/2021; InSight Crime 01/11/2021). One driver of conflict is the dispute over the 
control of coca crops in the Telembí triangle (Barbacoas, Magüi Payán, and Roberto Payán), 
which concentrates about 53% of coca crops in the department (Colombia Drug Observatory 
accessed 25/01/2022). Another is that Nariño is a connection point for drug trafficking with 
Ecuador and the Pacific Coast (Indepaz 13/09/2021; ACAPS 29/09/2021). Armed groups are also 
present in the municipalities of the mountainous Cordillera (Vanguardia 20/11/2021).

Most affected municipalities in 2021

In 2021, Nariño contained about 12% of the national total of confinements. The municipalities 
with the highest number of confinements were:

MUNICIPALITY # OF PEOPLE AFFECTED

Roberto Payán 3,314

El Charco 2,470

Tumaco 1,640

Magüi Payán 310

Total 7,734

Source: OCHA (accessed 07/01/2022).

Drivers of confinement

Between 2018–2021, among the causes of confinement were threats from armed groups, 
clashes, and the installation of APMs (OCHA accessed 07/01/2022; International Crisis Group 
30/11/2021; UNHCR 13/09/2021; OCHA 30/11/2021, 14/04/2020, and 28/07/2021).

https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
https://reliefweb.int/report/colombia/briefing-departamental-nari-o-enero-diciembre-2020
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/es/operations/colombia/document/brieffing-nariño
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/191216_briefing_regional_humanitario_narino_2019ago_vf.pdf
https://www.refworld.org.es/publisher,IA,,,5d0a8f364,0.html
https://www.instituto-capaz.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Capaz-7-baja.pdf
https://www.ideaspaz.org/publications/posts/1662
https://www.instituto-capaz.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Capaz-7-baja.pdf
https://www.ideaspaz.org/publications/posts/1662
http://www.indepaz.org.co/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/PRESENCIA-DE-DISIDENCIAS-ABRIL.pdf
https://e7c20b27-21c2-4f2b-9c38-a1a16422794e.usrfiles.com/ugd/e7c20b_d33aea1ed5b7406b95c1031d9ed79f5a.pdf
https://es.insightcrime.org/noticias/se-puede-hablar-fin-clan-del-golfo-colombia/
https://www.minjusticia.gov.co/programas-co/ODC/Paginas/SIDCO-departamento-municipio.aspx
https://www.minjusticia.gov.co/programas-co/ODC/Paginas/SIDCO-departamento-municipio.aspx
http://www.indepaz.org.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/INFORME-DE-GRUPOS-2021.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20210929_acaps_mire_colombia_regional_needs_analysis.pdf
https://www.vanguardia.com/colombia/narino-disidencias-de-las-farc-exigen-carnet-de-paso-AB4524130
https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
https://www.crisisgroup.org/latin-america-caribbean/andes/colombia/092-fight-other-means-keeping-peace-colombias-farc
https://www.crisisgroup.org/latin-america-caribbean/andes/colombia/092-fight-other-means-keeping-peace-colombias-farc
https://reliefweb.int/report/colombia/confinamientos-en-colombia-enero-julio-2021
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20211025_infografia_impacto_tendencia_humanitaria_octubre_21vff.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/14042021_flash_update_no1_desplazamiento_confinamiento_el_charco_narino_vf.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/informe_de_emergencias_humanitarias_reportadas_elc_enero_junio_2021.pdf
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ANTIOQUIA

Colombia: Areas most affected by confinements in Antioquia between 2016-2021

Source: OCHA (accessed 07/01/2022).

Trend

From 2019–2021, the number of people confined in Antioquia by the armed conflict increased 
by 90%. Between 2016–2018, there were no reports of confinements (OCHA accessed 
07/01/2022). 

Conflict dynamics

In the affected municipalities, there are disputes for territorial control between FARC dissident 
groups 18th and 36th Front, the AGC, and the ELN (Indepaz 13/09/2021; FIP 07/07/2021; InSight 
Crime 23/04/2021). These areas are strategic for armed groups given their connection to the 
centre of the country and their proximity to the Pacific, which facilitates the transit of drugs 
and illicit economies and consolidates incomes from illegal mining and drug trafficking 
(Pares 06/04/2020; El Colombiano 30/09/2021).

 Most affected municipalities in 2021

In 2021, about 9% of confinements reported nationwide were in Antioquia. The most affected 
municipalities were:

MUNICIPALITY # OF PEOPLE AFFECTED
Murindó 2,235

Frontino 1,500

Dabeiba 1,064

Vigía del Fuerte 528

Ituango 162

Turbo 106

Total 5,595

Source: OCHA (accessed 07/01/2022).

Drivers of confinement

From 2019–2021, some of the confinement causes in these municipalities were threats 
from armed groups towards the population, the installation of APMs near the roads used 
for transit by communities, and mobility restrictions imposed by armed groups to control 
COVID-19 (OCHA accessed 07/01/2022; OCHA 20/10/2021, 30/08/2021, and 20/05/2021; Indepaz 
13/09/2021; El Colombiano 30/09/2021).

https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
http://www.indepaz.org.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/INFORME-DE-GRUPOS-2021.pdf
https://ideaspaz.org/media/website/FIP_Infome_SegundaMarquetalia_Final_V7.pdf
https://insightcrime.org/news/brief/colombia-army-ex-farc-mafia-antioquia/
https://insightcrime.org/news/brief/colombia-army-ex-farc-mafia-antioquia/
https://e7c20b27-21c2-4f2b-9c38-a1a16422794e.usrfiles.com/ugd/e7c20b_263a8a24168140d78cfb8ca75970c3cd.pdf
https://www.elcolombiano.com/antioquia/alerta-en-dabeiba-por-el-confinamiento-de-siete-resguardos-indigenas-HK15792036
https://www.elcolombiano.com/antioquia/alerta-en-dabeiba-por-el-confinamiento-de-siete-resguardos-indigenas-HK15792036
https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/20102021_alerta_confinamiento_turbo_antioquia_vf.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/colombia/document/briefing-humanitario-antioquia-enero-julio-2021
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/20042021_infografia_elc_antioquia_vf_1_0.pdf
http://www.indepaz.org.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/INFORME-DE-GRUPOS-2021.pdf
http://www.indepaz.org.co/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/INFORME-DE-GRUPOS-2021.pdf
https://www.elcolombiano.com/antioquia/alerta-en-dabeiba-por-el-confinamiento-de-siete-resguardos-indigenas-HK15792036
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NORTE DE SANTANDER

Colombia: Areas most affected by confinements in Norte de Santander between 
2016-2021

Source: OCHA (accessed 07/01/2022).

Trend

Between 2018–2020, more than 39,500 people were confined in Norte de Santander – 
around 7,000 in 2018 and more than 31,700 in 2020. In 2020, Norte de Santander contributed 
about 43% of confinements nationwide (OCHA accessed 07/01/2022). Between 2016–2017, 
there were no confinements reported, possibly because of alliances between the ELN and 
the Popular Liberation Army (EPL), as well as FARC-EP’s demobilisation process (Verdad 
Abierta 26/03/2018; OCHA accessed 07/01/2022). In 2021, there were no new confinements 
reported, but clashes between the ELN and the EPL continued and caused displacements 
(OCHA 08/10/2021; InSight Crime 19/01/2021; Pares 22/02/2021). One of the reasons no new 
confinements were reported was that there were no ‘armed strikes’ that restricted the 
mobility of people.

Conflict dynamics

Confinements increased between 2018–2020 because of the termination of alliances to 
control the territory between the EPL and the ELN, following the demobilisation of the FARC-
EP in 2017 (Verdad Abierta 26/03/2018; FIP 26/02/2020). The main cause of confinements in 
2020 was an ‘armed strike’ in March led by these two armed groups to expand their territorial 
control. The groups imposed mobility restrictions, threatening people against moving out 
of their houses and preventing the movement of vehicles in the municipalities of Ábrego, 
Hacarí, La Playa, and San Calixto (OCHA accessed 07/01/2022; El Mundo 13/02/2020; Caracol 
Radio 13/02/2020).

Norte de Santander is strategically important for armed groups, as 28% of coca crops in 
Colombia were registered in the department in 2020 (Colombia Drug Observatory accessed 
25/01/2022). Another reason is its proximity to Venezuela for drug trafficking, illegal mining, 
and other irregular economies (Centro Nacional de Memoria Histórica 03/03/2020; Verdad Abierta 
27/07/2020).

Drivers of confinement

The causes of confinement were the installation of APMs, ‘armed strikes’ to restrict people’s 
mobility, and threats to communities (OCHA accessed 07/01/2022; OCHA 08/10/2021 and 
31/12/2018; FIP 26/02/2020; Radio Nacional 17/02/2020). 

https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
https://verdadabierta.com/la-nueva-guerra-se-desato-catatumbo/
https://verdadabierta.com/la-nueva-guerra-se-desato-catatumbo/
https://verdadabierta.com/la-nueva-guerra-se-desato-catatumbo/
https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/briefing_humanitario_norte_de_santander_enero_-junio_2021_vf.pdf
https://es.insightcrime.org/noticias/noticias-del-dia/nueva-alianza-criminal-combate-al-eln-en-la-frontera-colombia-venezuela/
https://www.pares.com.co/post/norte-de-santander-el-drama-de-vivir-bajo-fuego
https://verdadabierta.com/la-nueva-guerra-se-desato-catatumbo/
https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
https://verdadabierta.com/la-nueva-guerra-se-desato-catatumbo/
https://www.elmundo.es/internacional/2020/02/13/5e4455c921efa050088b45f2.html
https://caracol.com.co/radio/2020/02/12/nacional/1581542417_526988.html
https://caracol.com.co/radio/2020/02/12/nacional/1581542417_526988.html
https://www.minjusticia.gov.co/programas-co/ODC/Paginas/SIDCO-departamento-municipio.aspx
https://centrodememoriahistorica.gov.co/tag/norte-de-santander/
https://verdadabierta.com/las-guerras-del-eln-por-dominar-la-frontera-venezolana-en-norte-de-santander/
https://verdadabierta.com/las-guerras-del-eln-por-dominar-la-frontera-venezolana-en-norte-de-santander/
https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/briefing_humanitario_norte_de_santander_enero_-junio_2021_vf.pdf
https://www.refworld.org.es/pdfid/5d0a761d4.pdf
https://www.ideaspaz.org/publications/posts/1812
https://www.radionacional.co/cultura/en-el-tarra-norte-de-santander-hacen-llamado-al-gobierno-por-confinamiento
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VALLE DEL CAUCA

All confinements reported in Valle del Cauca occurred in rural areas of Buenaventura 
municipality.

Trend

Between 2017–2021, the number of people confined increased by over 1400% in Valle del 
Cauca. Confinements affected 235 people in 2017 and 3,529 in 2021. In 2016, there were 
no reports of confinements. In 2021, about 5% of confinements nationwide were in Valle del 
Cauca (OCHA accessed 07/01/2022).

Conflict dynamics

The increase of confinements resulted from the entry of the AGC in the department, 
particularly in the rural areas of Buenaventura, where all the confinements were reported. 
In this area, the AGC and the ELN fight over the control of income from drug trafficking and 
illegal mining (El Tiempo 28/11/2021; Ombudsman’s Office 14/10/2021; CIJP 25/08/2021). 

Drivers of confinement

Between 2017–2021, confinements resulted from threats to the population against mobilising 
outside the territory and denouncing the confinements, as well as clashes between armed 
groups (OCHA accessed 07/01/2022; CIJP 25/08/2021; OCHA 24/08/2021).

OTHER DEPARTMENTS

While the departments mentioned above register the majority of confinements, since 2019, 
other departments have reported confinements as well. Cauca and Putumayo reported 1,574 
people affected by confinements in 2019. Around 380 people were confined in Cauca and 
Córdoba in 2020. In 2021, confinements affected over 1,300 people in Cauca, Putumayo, 
Córdoba, and Risaralda, indicating that drivers such as confrontations between armed 
groups and threats by armed groups against communities are increasingly affecting parts 
of the country that did not experience confinements between 2016–2018 (OCHA accessed 
24/01/2022).

In early 2022, confinements were reported in Arauca in connection with clashes between 
armed groups and escalation of violence (ACH 12/01/2022). 

Apart from confinements, mobility restrictions imposed by armed groups have been reported 
in 20 of Colombia’s 32 departments between 2016–2021 (OCHA accessed 07/01/2022). In 2021, 
Amazonas, La Guajira, and Meta reported mobility restrictions; they had not reported mobility 
restrictions between 2016–2020 (OCHA accessed 07/01/2022). Among the main causes of 
mobility restrictions are disputes over territorial control, the control of strategic routes for 
drug trafficking, threats to communities by armed groups (OCHA 06/2020; OCHA 07/2021; PARES 
13/04/2021), the installation of APMs (OCHA 12/2020 and 08/2021; MIRA 18/01/2021), curfews, 
and ‘armed strikes’ (ELC 12/2020; OCHA 17/12/2021).

AGGRAVATING FACTORS

Natural hazards: heavy rains cause flooding and can aggravate the humanitarian situation 
in conflict-affected departments (Infobae 23/11/2021; MIRE 14/11/2020). The Colombian 
Pacific Coast is the rainiest region in the country, especially Lopez de Micay in Cauca and 
Buenaventura in Valle del Cauca (UNAL 28/08/2020). These municipalities also reported 
forced confinement by non-state armed groups (OCHA 18/01/2022 and 12/11/2020). Violence 
by non-state armed groups and extreme weather events also make communication, access 
to communities, and the overall aid response more difficult (TNH 25/11/2021).

INFORMATION GAPS

Disaggregated data of affected people is not available for many confinements reported.

GBV: there is no up-to-date record and monitoring of GBV cases in situations of confinement 
(KII 25/01/2022).

Ex-combatants: there is no clear information on how and how many ex-combatants 
are affected by confinement. Since several spaces for reincorporation are in areas with 
the presence of armed groups, it is possible that ex-combatants have been affected by 
confinements.

Coping mechanisms: communities have developed strategies to deal with confinements, 
such as storing food for future events or normalising curfews and mobility restrictions (KII 
24/12/2022; KII 25/01/2022). There is no information on other mechanisms used by communities 
– especially indigenous communities, which are the most affected by confinements. 

https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
https://www.eltiempo.com/colombia/cali/desplazamiento-forzado-debido-a-llegada-de-paramilitares-en-buenaventura-635401
https://alertasstg.blob.core.windows.net/alertas/024-21.pdf
https://www.justiciaypazcolombia.com/asesinado-indigena-wounnan-confinamiento-y-riesgo-de-desplazamiento/
https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
https://www.justiciaypazcolombia.com/asesinado-indigena-wounnan-confinamiento-y-riesgo-de-desplazamiento/
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/082021_alerta_por_desplazamiento_y_confinamiento_buenaventura_litoral_del_san_juan_chocovalle._vf.pdf
https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
https://reliefweb.int/report/colombia/colombia-acci-n-contra-el-hambre-sitrep-no-2-departamentos-de-arauca-y-norte-de
https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/01102020_briefing_humanitario_putumayo_junio_2020_vf.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Briefing%20Departamental%2C%20Amazonas%2C%20Enero%20-%20Julio%202021.pdf
https://www.pares.com.co/post/la-tragedia-del-cauca-un-escenario-de-reconfiguraci%C3%B3n-armada
https://www.pares.com.co/post/la-tragedia-del-cauca-un-escenario-de-reconfiguraci%C3%B3n-armada
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/01102020_briefing_humanitario_putumayo_junio_2020_vf.pdf
https://monitor.salahumanitaria.co/
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/briefing_humanitario_cordoba_dic_2020_vf.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/briefing_humanitario_cordoba_enero-julio_2021_vf_1.pdf
https://assessments.hpc.tools/attachments/b716acb7-7a2f-4034-aefa-52668810bed5/flash_mira_cordoba_18012021_vf.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/briefing_humanitario_cauca_dic_2021_vf.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/17122021_flash_update_no_2_desplazamientos_y_riesgos_en_argelia_cauca_vf.pdf
https://www.infobae.com/america/colombia/2021/11/23/cinco-rios-del-pacifico-colombiano-en-alerta-roja-ante-riesgo-de-inundaciones/
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/sitrep_choco_noviembre2020_parte2_v4.pdf
https://unperiodico.unal.edu.co/pages/detail/lopez-de-micay-el-lugar-mas-lluvioso-del-planeta/
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/colombia/document/alerta-de-situación-humanitaria-confinamiento-en-el-municipio-de-2
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/colombia/document/alerta-de-situación-humanitaria-confinamiento-y-desplazamiento-en-lópez
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/sitrep_choco_noviembre2020_parte2_v4.pdf
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-feature/2021/11/25/five-years-after-peace-Colombian-communities-confinement
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